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1st June 1882, No. 568, REVENUE.

CONFIDENTIAL.

¥

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

- READ—the folloWing letter from R. CROSS, Esq., to the Secretary to Government,

Revenue Department, Madras, dated No. 3, Wardie Cottages, Granton,
Edinburgh, 14th April 1882 :— '

I take the liberty to inform you that I have duly received, through the India
Office, the order of Government, of 28th February 1882, No. 625, sanctioning my

claim for return-travelling expenses, for which I beg to express my obligations and
thanks. ‘ ’ '

Perhaps I may be excused for making a few remarks regarding the true Chin-
chona Succirubra, concerning which a pronouncement was made by Dr. Bidie contrary
to what I had stated before leaving India.

Just on arrival here, I set to work in order to fully re-assure and satisfy myself
on the matter.. I have now examined various collections, including those of the
University and Museums, which I have compared with some specimens I possess.
I obtained access also to a superb collection of South American barks, about thirty
years old, presented by a gentleman to.the Museum here, though not as yet exhibited
to the public. This collection contained all the fine sorts now growing in India.

" The entire evidence has convinced me, in the.strongest possible manner, that the

facts I have already stated on the subject are most true, certain, and positive facts,
and are briefly thus :(— -

First.—That the true Chinchona Succirubra inclades two varieties,—one the
Pata, being nearly smooth-leaved, while the other the Teja, or tile
variety, has the under side of the leaves more hairy. Both varieties
grow on the slopes of Chimborazo,—the Pata at the higher eleva-
tions,~—and both are put up and packed together in cormmerce ; there-
fore both may be regarded in a broad sense as being the true
Succirubra. -

Second.—That the Succirubra at present grown in the Indian Plantations is
mot the true Succirubra, but is just the  Fluanuco” *Grey Bark™ or
¢ Mossy Lima ” of Commerce. This tree inhabits the Eastern Andes
of Peru, more than three hundred miles south of the mountain Chim-
borazo. ' - :

Great confusion has arisen from the descriptive details of printed documents,
&c., about Chinchona by botanists and others, who were really unable to distinguish
the various commercial barks or the species whence these barks were derived.

P.S.—1It appears that some persons who attend the bark sales at Mincing Liane’

¢« were well aware, for some time past,” that the Red Bark from the East sold
there was not the * Fine Red” or * South American Red,” but was derived from a

~ different tree.

True  Red Bark " generally fetches a high price in the mark_et,and‘it is pur-’
chased by both manufacturers and chemists. The tree is comparatively hardy and
very prolific, and my own conviction is that on the Nilgiris,if properly wrought, it

.



9 - ‘ 1st June 1882, No. 568, REVENTE.

will yield a far higher return per acre than the most immaculate sort of Ledgeriana.
At the same time, I consider that the cultivation of the other hardy sorts, such as

Crown, Pitayo, and Santa F¢, if well grown and carefully wrought, will yield very

valuable results.

Orper—dated Ist June 1882, No. 568, Revenue.

Miscellaneous. Communicated to Dr. Bidie.
(True Extract.)
- (Signed) E. F. WEBSTER,
| Acting Secretary to Government.
To G. Bidie, Fsq., u.5.
Exd. F. B. Bantlewan, I y
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