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Read again—

*

G.0., dated 21st May 1881, No. 818,

Endorsement of the Officiating Under Secretary to the vaerximent of India, dated

30th August 1881, No. 15,

- . ’

_ Read the following :— L . :
o - * From the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Depﬁrtment (Minerals), to k

.

L . the Right Honorable the Marquis of Hartington, Her Majesty’s Secretary
» of State for India, dated Simla, the 27th August 188/1, No. 2.

My Lorp Marquis,—In scknowledging the receipt of Mr. Brough Smyth’s

. % No. 47, Revenue (Minerals), datod the 27th Report .01; the Wynaad Gold-fields, Your
May 1880. ? Lordship* expressed a wish to be in-

E _ ‘ _ ‘ formed of our conclusions as to the terms
j on which mining leases and licenses to prospect for gold should be granted in the
Madras Presidency. We now have the honor to acquaint Your Lordship with the
‘present state of our correspondence on this subject with the Government of Madras.
o 2. - A draft form of indenture for mining leases in the Wynaad was framed
_ goveral months ago by the Madras law officers, and received the concurrence of the
i * Madras Government. Whpn it came under our consideration in J anuary last, only
L ' two points seemed to require special notice. [Firstly, the Madras Government had
g : . intimated to us that they were not disposed to insist on the payment of rent in

: advance ; and secondly, it left to our decision, without any specific recommendation, ' {
" the question whether the Local Government should be declared to be the final g
arbiter in cases of dispute as to the fulfilment or otherwise of the conditions of the ¥

lease. On the first point, we agreed in the view that’it whAs unnecessary to require

the rent to be payable in advance. On the second point, our’ Advocate.General b

. advised that a clause providing that the Local Government should be the final
X : arbiter was not unusual in Government contracts, and might save expense and
R - trouble. An addition to - this effect was accordingly made to the indenture, which
s " . ' was sanctioned by our Government. A copy of the form.is enclosed for Your ,
‘ - Lordship’s perusal ; but, as we are about to explain, several questions, more or less ;
e affecting its substance, have since been reopened. SN o
I , 3. There was little difficulty in dealing with the indenture when it was before
: SO us, because all the more important con-
* Despatch of the Government of India, No. 7, ditions had already been accepted—
dated the 1st September 1879, partly in the correspondence with Your

e

R e

B s L L TRy

r 7. ax
L Reply of tho Secrctary of State, No. 35, dated 1 ordihip# of 1879-80, and partly in the i
* + Vi e pages 473-74, Fort St."George Gartts, discussion of a notification of the Madras i
. of October 12th, 1880, copy of Notifica- Government,t which it issued on the 1st . "
tion enclosed. ‘ October 1880,and which we subsequently
1 Volume for May 1880, pages 37 snd 88" - approved. We shall eventually furnish:
” g or. 11888810» pages ?9 to 108.. Your Lordship with.a full print of the
» y » Pag papers ; but for the moment, to obviate

31 to 43, ‘

3 . March 1881, Pages 31 to : 3 (lela}r, we W()\ﬂd erer to the pages, noted

in the margin,} of the May, November, February, and March volumes of our Pro-

coedings in the Minerals Branch of the ITome, Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment for 1880 and 1881. LN :

4. 'Woe have now received a communication from the Government of Madras, A

"« No. 819, dated 21st May lagt, which necessitates the reconsideration of a good many ‘ 1H

i




. ' R
' - :
—- b i i e B SN e s o .
A o e e s A X - -~ e ~

2 Revexts DEPARTMENT, 1st Fepnvary 1882, No. 139,
A A A A A A P 2 o 0 A e S SN P .

I PO N S A
~ A i e s -~

particulars in connection with these mining leases, We transmit a copy of this
lotter and of its accompanifaents for Your Lordship’s information and instructions.
The Governor of Madras in Council Lolds that the existipe rules tend unduly to
restrict the gold-mining industry ; and although we 4 C
detail upon all the facts and arguments by which thig
desire briefly to record our opinion both on the Points which have been specially

referred to us by the Madras Government, and upon one or two more with which it
has dealt upon its own authority, , /

5. But before making any specific recommendat; ; ind
Your Lordship of the general obgects which we h"t'f:'zni’e;;;e i\:;oilig“lv) ne'fli‘ieret?;gs
proposed for mining leases in paragraphs 9 and 10 of oup despatch of the lst
September 1879 were s:ttled after frequent personal conferences }:\"ith Mr. Brough
Smyth, who was called to Simla for the Purpose. - OQur desire, as we stated at the
time, was to render tha mining leases as simple and ag liberal ’as ossible without

©encouraging quue spgcula.tmn. The present proceedingg of the IJ)L\I'{de Govern-
ment have originated in a meraorial on the part of the Nilbrriri and Két{;crixfi Planters’
Assomatlo.ns and of.others interested in mining in the R'ﬂo-;ris and the W naad ;
and we think there is Jnuch in the character of the grievances asserted to S{l‘l gest
that the memorialists are at least i €ater liberty to ;peculate with the
concessions made to them as for the removal of any restraints which may have been
o (i M, i T 670 T gt i B b
(Phe beliel that the returns from gold-mipine o o as
o o tapid and large. This expeotation Ty 3 bi’éi”f‘i’i‘iii]‘é‘ o, bt
there are obvious lqdl}ce . iz ofits by the readjer methgd of
promoting companies. and selling or otherwige transferring the iqnds ostensibly
acquired for mining Furposes. The 8th Paragraph of {the Jetter of ;he Government
g(f) gf;gl‘giafglgitﬁot?ie nﬂt‘}re,toftthfs PYOCCSS, 23 it appears that individuals take up
- S Proximity to each gther gp, Le ies.
6. Nevertheless, in deferenc ! then ransfer them to compame”

) ¢ to the opin; - .
which possesses the advantage of (e tlyn 0; ttllll?a Eg;g Prﬁ?rl)?:fr %fog;g:i‘:;
o - o] )

aling dircetly v
ISSES - g 2 i,
and of knowing the local circumstan d bject to some wider discretion

¢ ces, wo do not ¢
being conferred upon the Local Gov i a
) ;! t al rovernment in th ; ini 3
® matter of pry g leases.
S point of vi granting mining les
View, weo would offer the sugges-

. Lookipg at their proposals from thi
tions contained in “the subsequent paragraphs ‘of thig despatch on the following

points in the, order in which they arg stated :—

(i.) the maximum limit of the area to be i i
-(ii.) whether such maximum having been fiﬁ; dteg 1;1 cach grant ; ibited
from_obtaining any further ares - 70 fesseo shall be probibi
(iii.) the labor requirement and the "

(iv.) whether the lesses shall be pellj‘ll‘x?ilt)fesglt? tlin nstor op o tiew of s

withovt reference to Government. ansfer or sub-let his grant_‘

.(v.) the conditions on whicl,
éVI.)h the charz-ter of the discretion to Ly leftgt?c}ihs: %]g(cla})e(}%l'}rm:neiént
has dirzcttle first t}:r'co and on the last, of these subjects the Madme; Government
' y consultd us, TLe fourth point i3 one of particular import s con-
cerning the check (f §peculation; and o the fifth Your f,r 1(1111 ;ﬁ?r aml:fs for a
report 1n the despaﬁs-h of the 27th May 1830, citeq in’the first ordship ﬁa €
-4 (1) Ttis urzed that the 80-acre blocks griv A
proportion to the cost of the machine workj he stone
may be worked out f.efore the expendit € recov 03 T and that t(:}e ; rn-
ment would increas¢ the sizo of tho block ) e(r)e . The Madras id vahat
1t 13 desirable to lea:3 to the discretion of the Madrag Goa:: o ‘tV‘t}ICOSSIteixz‘nina-
s 1 7 i o L0t e Sl
- Tstod that the maximym area i iven in cases where
c.lrcumstances do n(c.-t- I‘CQ}lirc the grant of go I:rg:i ;:102:&,?5 (fll‘.::zlm Xz;s:]?e“s}:::::
time, we would no! reseind the offer made 3 I::"u-arrra‘h 4 of the Notification of
October 1880 to grav additional Iand fop Purposes sﬁbs?diar)f)to nllcin;nc:r ¢
B : (=3
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. (ii.) In the Madras Notification already ‘mentioned it has been provided
that ilog'e f)Jhan 30 acres in all, in one or more blpcks,‘shall not be ggenl to oneharig
the same applicant. The question now raised i3 ‘whether an mdlﬁn ua ng . 'Of,
blocks, up to the permissible maximum area, in.each of more than orlxg d strict.
The Madras Government correctly describes the object which we _visfou ! eepd 1'111;
view, viz., to prevent the acquisition of large arcas by individual app 1camt st,_‘ tf-,md 1
would prefer to settle this point by some limit of distance. Bu}i;_lt'ii 18 noths a e},; ollen
what way this restriction would be practically enforced, and we t 11n ) on1 :hwt le,
that our intention would be better carried out by the broad and ¢ le;ar rule d'at 0 te
and the same lessee shall not hold more than one mining lease in the s{afrq: 15131% .
At the same time, we should not greatly ob:]ect to a,.lumt of dlgti(mce, f it cou te
shown that it could be made to operate with certainty and without giving rise to
disputes. R o N .

’ 9. (ii.) We fully adhere t6 our original view that during the currezi:y of tlllg
first leases for 20 years no royalty should be imposed. To exact a .It;(.)ya y :fl(c)iuin
pro tanto burden the industry; and we cannot perceive that 1tsi 1mpi)s1 i1fon wig 1 in
any way restrain speculation. The royalty would be payalé ebotl;lty ; dgo_ rere
raised ; but the object of the speculator is not to mine for gold, bu ]to ran1 in : er;
and if he did not mine at all, he- would be unaffected by the royalty. . }? P O}L p
certainly show that there may be some valid objection to msisi)mg upon ] ?b c o..
nuous employment of five laborers per acre, as sufficient la 011'l may not be pro-

ble at certain seasons of the year. The Madras Government has (in our oi;:nmog
very roperly) extended the period within which thisl requirement shall be enforce
from I;hrge tg nine months : and we admit the force of ‘the argument that the use of
fro(rinm appliances, whilst in itself evidence of real industrial enterprise, must to
son eexteI;It); displa,(’zé labor. At the same time, we d¢ not forget that, as stated in
som?ies atch of September 1879, conditions requirivg a certain limit of available
Our'tal por a certain quantity of machinery, were tried unsuccessfully in Australia ;
ca{)il e; fully concur in the observation of the Right L_Ion.ora.ble the laj;e Mr. Adax.n
alrll tWome %arantee for bond fide mining operations is indispensable, whether it
:élie ihe foé;m of a labor requirement or mnot. Havzvng regard to ‘ohese:i cqgmde}xl':;
ti we would leave it to the discretion of the Madras Government to decide vlvi 2
o ch guarantee should take ; whether some lab.(pr test should still be applied,
(f)(;r;n czletaingzxpenditure of money, or the maintenance of so much machinery, per

insisted on. ; : _ N
o 11(1)1 S (iv.) In regard to the transfer of mining lots, we are of opinion thalils the

ument justly urged against tke system of speculatlon in land Whlcél fototvlvl's
argh ked license of transfer is more advisedly met by precautions made at the
it Tc tage of the conferment of grants than by restrictions applied to the sale of
mltl?; : t an period subsequent to their original conferment on grantees. Under
tglrl.iasnvsie:v Wgr consider that the foliowing conditions should in the conferment of

leases be carefully prescribed 1— :

(1) a restriction of area to the limited extent cf 100 or 150 acres, according
to the discretion of the Madras Government ; . .
9) the requirement of a test sufficiently stringent to secure continuous proo
( of bond fide intention to carry out the cbjects for which the grant is
" : é bligations under which

tinuance to any transferee of the same obligations \
@) thet}clgnofil;inal granteg was from the date of the. orlgmal' grant himself
- . ired at th t"‘) of initial sale, we are of

: trictions are carefully secured at the e _ e :
i 'If tt]‘,l}f:,: ':}32 ﬁause in the Notification of October 1380, W}llch was 1s_sued by the
oplglon Government itself without any reference to us abd which prohibited the sub-
llteff?serii assignment of the grant without the provious consent of Government, may

lled.
be calnlce (: ) The Madras Board of Revenue criginally suggested that blocks should
be made over to applicants for a period of twelve months, free of charge, for
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Prospecting purposes; and that if, before expiration of that period, no application
were submitted for g mining lease within the limits of the area thus assigned, the
right to prospect in such area should lapse, and the land should revert to the Govern-

ment. - But the Governor of Madrag n Council, when considering the Notification
of October last, thought that it would 1, i

WW ~

.S b the industry by restricting the
ctamination of the country by experts.  We saw no Teason to question the propriety
of this view, because it Wwas obvious that the grart of prospecting licenses to parti-
cular: companies or individuals might interfere with the systemaotic examination of

country, such as that yp, ertaken by Mr. Brough Smyth, in
the south-eastern portion of the Wynaad ang the Carcoor Ghat, The Madras Govern-

ment, however, hag now changed its opinion, and whilst awaiting a report on the
subject from the Board of Reveny ) s y

- . © Proposes, as at present advised, to grant pros-
Pecting leases for six months or more over Lyl 3 Square mile or some larger area.
intended to provent explorations by persons who do

® license will be to give the holder
the area covered by it. No further

racts at Government expense is n%‘:
* Copy of ;:orrespondence enclosed :— Contemplated; and indeed when t]
2818 ey 1o, OOTermmEnt of Malrs, No. 195, 4y Wynaad Planfers’ Association ® recently
Lett:::%eséé;gsgx:g:%?;idm No. 1, duted 17, U'8Cd that 5 Mining Engineer should be
February 1381, ' ’ cbuted by the Government to TCPS" b ::;
) * the whole of the South Wynaad,
agreed with the Government of Madras that further researches as to the character
> left to private ; se circum-
: e ' enterprise. Inthese c
stances, we considep that it isnot Unreasonable that some defgﬁte arrangement Sho“lg
T companies who prospect for gold the reWal’;e
that Prospecting licenses might properly .
arcas not, ¢Xcecding half a square mile. Large

; We have the hounor to be,

_ . My Lorp Marqus,
Your Lordshxp’s most obedient, humblo Servantss

‘RIPON.
D. M. STEWART.
W. STOKES. R
RIVERS THOMPSON.
; J. GIBDS.
| | E. BARING.

| " ‘ T. F. WILSOXN.

Cory of the despatchforwarded to th

. . the G- \r. snformations
with refergnce to its telegram of the 26t} ul%’?z:: et of Madras for info

g A

(By order.)

-+, C. L. TUPPER, -
Ofg. Under-Secy. to the Gorvt. of India.

—————

November 1881, Miscellaneous N

Order thereon, 19¢h
Rrcorp p,

0. 3324, Revenue.

- every case.

o A
PV VN

, . i : N | p
REvENUE DEPARTMENT, Is*/r Ferrvary 1882, Nq. 13 .

A~

-

Read also the following papers :—

foiati tary to the Government
. BUCK, Esq., C.S., Officiating Secre : :
No. 16. Frqm EI}{.egemie and Ag%icnltural Dv\pa.rtmfnt (Mmelll'alsg)bttg %:cfglcg:r
of In’cc la1;’119 Government of Madras, dated_(;alcutta, the 3 |
tary to : : A !
188Y1, No. 40M.

" ondi . Tupper’s endorse-
. : respondence euding with Mr p e
gty 80 Ko T 15 ettt o e g
Ef‘gfatli\o(; of ,His, Excellency the Governor i}%;g::;;?;l,sc:c}g’mry of State for India
No. 98 (Revenue), dated the 10th November 1881. .. relative to the’_ te;.;lnsl\ I()Jcll rzgligis:dné?l?ﬁ
licenses to prospect for gold should be granted m] St. of 36 acres is con-
leases and1 18 aragraph & it will be seen that, as. the limi f single grants
2..- Bromtpclt;a, His Lordship has no objec'gon to the arqg 3 thatcit Brots
sidered too re?i rltc' the discretion of the Liocal GGovérnment, Prﬁw € ans for and has
being ¢ Xtendet ; ed in each case that the applicant possesses the ;.16 .
faCt(.)rll.Y a-scel(;fmé;rrying out mining operations 1 a prope? mann. il st instance
the intenfion i of the test to be imposel on the grantee ' ! '?1 brs llr)lsse.?ved’
3. -The Strmgen{f;};:he same obligation to any transferee, are, 1t WE thg (’)cest o
and the cqnt%nueance Oin the despatch. - With regsrd to the natlgff 0 av be bes’t left
specially mnsiste OnO'rees with the Government of India that this m: 5; ited to the
Secretary of bmgeb}?b Government of Madras. Special zmtt;entlont 1181 lnlt 18 possible
fo the demsmdl; ?n tl?is connection in paragraph ¢ of the gsfg&ngt e applilc)able -
zﬁftaz}l: srzlmlx?le guarantee for bond ,ﬁ/Zz mfin’{?igdr(;};méﬁ;%ﬁi i?lr this view, it mmay ot bo
‘ the Government of Madra T in the deed of lease.
) Sgg;sldthe obligation except in ger}caal tem?}?el?}otrernment of Indin,
possible to exp hich the form of Indenture sanpt.lngled_ by bo modified, should L.
i e}lctfbn i' tl(\)Ic?V 1118 of the 11th March 1881, will require to be m )
in its lette - L

final clusions of the Government of Madras on thls subject.
final con

i ' teh, I am to request
i luding paragraph of the despatch, ’

b Aél Vert:ige’;% t(};; %g?l?aunig; IZ)e- favored ;Vlf}sltih& reploggoont (f}éﬁeqlé%sigﬁ
that the Hov its letter No, 1—39 of Lay , ¢
mentiorfleﬁ lgrggrzgr?}?eh r?ap(iirlpiomised 1 your lptter No. 1693 of the 11th December
ment of Ma s ; = ‘

1880 has not been received. -. | .

s Samme or Indi is Excellency the Most
] | y of State for India, to His ' ¥
o }gler tl\i{:Jeértg;:rri;?g:i;{a(l) of India in Council, dated India Office, London,
orable : £ :
FO(?II: November 1881, No. 98 (R_eve?nuc).

idered in Council Your Excellency’s letter No. 2 (3{1%‘?'&11;; dorfashfelzgi}i (;A:ogtl;lhse

I nave ‘,"Or.ls]dere ies of correspondence’ with the (t«?vfernmi]d should bo grantod in the
fast, transmﬂj'mﬁgmciz}i)uo leases and licenses to prospeck for g
terms on whic ° ’ ¢ ) J
s ot Granbrools despaich No. 55 of the 25t Marol 1680 ho rles secomendod

2. In Lord Cranthr: os stem adopted in Austraiia, as exptlamgs ony o asbcompare by
by you, b_ased upgﬂ in h{l)wever, to differences in the_clrcumshanl‘;tter couZx fry do not appear
were sanctions & h v‘t’,leriis which have proved well Sufn-'(?d ko SGZ uently now, at the instance
with Australia, t el- able to the Indian gold ficlds, and you c;(i]n i% Strackions %ormerly issued
to be albOgetlleIéapp lgmeni: propose certain amendments!bo e

r ¢] !

of the Madras Gove : ] ) N ining leases
on tho subjoct h it was the desire of your Government _f‘o inikeirfhtieti;?xfic?rf olffufcl{ll:)gM:gxs':s

3. Although } w1 and liberal as possible, it appears tml’l mining industry, which hag
of State lands }as 51?;5:0 rules tend undulyito restr.xct. —t}-ll?i %‘g (ti1e ca,scé. At th(’e samo time,
Government, the ex idly as it was hoped and uxpecn'e’gl weil I Lias, 16 16 shown. porn o e,
not develope (%1 i;) rf;g:i t)lrle area of single graunts to 30 acres eac 5 :
the rule which limit ;

&
by the combined action of lessees. :

Excrosure.

Despatch

)

’ ’\
,‘;" .

I

i
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4. From the experience now obtained, the Madras Qv

eiqn' of t_he terms hitherto offered 13 necessary in ordop to
mining in Wynaad, and, in laying dewa fred, rules for ¢

»

whilst adopting measures which may seem BECessary with g
they shall not be such a8 to check proper conmercia] enterp

5. Since the limit of 30 8Cres is consilered too restrictod

area of single grants being extended, proviled g suffi

erument consider that some exten-
attract capital and industry for gold-
his purpose, care must be taken that,
V1ew to prevent undue speculation,
rise.

» I have no objection to the

ciently stringent test be imposed to

secur 1 S g s os
© continuous proof of Hong Jfide intenticn to Carry out the objects for which the grant

is made, and provision be included iq the luuse for the

any transferee, there woulq appear ts he ne tecessity fop
;)111- assignment. It has, however, evident]y Teen overlooke
e conditions Proposed there will exjst absc'itely no more practical
ortf:omp:;ny becoming possessed of an unlimited apeq forp nining

action o i 3Cuence ¢ i
several grantees, in consequence of the Increase of the |;

continuance of the same obligation to
Placing restrictions on its sub-lease
d by Your Government that under
ct1 preventive to one person
mming parposes, by the concerted
mit of each grant to 150

ac 1 M \ o
frr;xis, otbhtz;?ni:helxlnl(fr:a:hmsmCkd to 30 acres, ' The Proposal, therefore, to prohibit a lessee
o an one grant of limited area in any district geems ineffective., It

7 appears to me that the only precaution necesuury with pe

ference to the grant of mining leases

" 15 that the Madrag Government shonld, in ewh case, satisfy itself that the applicant possesses

the means for, an i 1 Arryi
: » and has the intention of, carrying ot mj

ning operations in a proper mauner,

‘im which case the area over whicl g mining license should be granted might be left to the

discretion of that Government.

6. With regard to the obliention to Le imposed in order to secure that the objects for

which a grant is made are properly carried out, jp i sho

ble in the present case. | would, however, point out to Y

end would be equally well attained if an eqnivalent jp

wn_that the labor test is . inapplica-
our Exccllency that the desired
machinery were required in the place

f ¢ L : LY
;)o is,?ggl;ct};l:?bgr' Ido not de§ne, neither d‘? I think it wag the inteution of Lord Cranbrook
to lz;bor-sq t ”Ve m}c]p per acre s!)f'_m'ld Wvariably be employed on mining grants in addition

SViIng machinery.  On  this subject T agree with your Government that it may,

perhaps, best be left to the Madras Goverairong to decide

what form the guarantee for bond fide

II:‘:)n‘;ir:ig: ?pteé'&tions sho'uld t_al.(e, whether i_ﬁ Le that the means for carrying them out should be
provided, that a certain minjinum qhantity of rock should Le periodically crushed, or other

miming work continuously performed.

1 f- The only Other question for consideration referred to in Your Excellency’s letter is
relative to the conditions on which prospect g for gold should be allowed, The Madras Gov-
elr;nment.v?ry properly declined to accedo tq the request of the Wynaad Planters’ Association

X that a MIRINg engineer might be sint to report on the whole of South Wynaad, and I concur
1n the opinion you have expressed that enough has been already done by Government, and

that it must be left to Private entarpriso to undertake any

further operations in that direction.

In these circumstances it jg desiralile that reasonable facilities should be afforded intending

applicants for mining leases to examine portions of the
and I approve of the proposal by your Government tha
them greferentia] claims for a lease, be granted for a ter
exceeding half a 8quare mile. :

8. I notice that you have, cn the
Local Government is to be the finul arbite

country before applying for a grant,
t prospecting licenses, carrying with
m of six months each over areas not

advice of your Advocate General, decided that the
r in cases of dispute as to the conditions of mining
2 general question of the nature of the discretion

leases. You also stat hat, as regards th . h
5 Saat, as regar Government, ample discretion and latitude- will be

which should be exercised by the Madras

Of this I approve, and I trust that the

left to that authority in eve reguisity direction,
c{e to mir?i'ng industry in India will be followed by the development of the

concessions now ma
gold resources in Government waste landas.
Lord Cranbrook’s despatch, above guote
occupied lands in Madras, where ihe
the manner in which

such lands. :

No. 17. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,

9. There yet remain for decision the questions raised in the concludin d
ted, relative to the grant of mining leases in owned or

miceral rights may be vestod in Government, and also
it is proposed to denl with the rights of the cultivating proprietors in

dated 25th March 1881, No. 501,

Read the foll-wing lettersi—

From Messes. PIERCE, LESLIE axe 0., to G.

Mc\VATTERS, Esq., Collector

of Malabar, dated Calicut, 24th February 1881,
WE are, as Agents of various proprietors, Interested in the action of Govern-

ment with regard to the miving rizhts on esch
. }

t

cat lands held from the State in

g paragraph of -

T T s T —
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settlement notified publicly by Mr. Ballaxzd jn January 1863, a_para-
giggli%fft{vfhich reads—** The tIi)tle ofypeZsons who in ignorance of tl(lie' rights of
Government obtained land in these (Wynaad) forests from other preten }gg (;Wliers
will be respected in every case where collusion or bad faith is not ev1t ent, &ec.,
&c.,”—and beg you to be good enough toinform us whether GoYegx_m_lgn lpzﬁpose}?
to restrict mining to 30 acres on each»prgpert}y occupied by one m“nil utah, ozg
the recent Government Order on the subject (paragraph 3) sagst— n de f;[;a A ]fg
of mining within the leased area the Government are prepare ; o gzgl}ce e > the
lessees the exclusive privilege, but the lessees must a?‘p.ly for an_ﬁ od 'a,utlha, sI?p‘t o
mining lease for a specified minor'area under the conditions notified in the Fort St,

George Gazette of the 12th instant.” - o
What exercises the minds of the lessees and those of capitalists at Home who

i ist in developing the mineral resources of the country is that apparently
g:)ifgrﬁ:;f concedestlc)) the tenant the exclusive privilege of mmmi{ on j:lleflea_stecll
area and at the same time restricts him to 30 acres. As th}s gues 1ombls o evtl) ea
importance to those concerned and to the gene.zra_l interest of ¢ et coug ?fy, w S%'

ou will be good enough to inform usif the restriction gsreal_ly meant, z}xln 11 so(i mu
?ninind be considered as prohibited absolutely on the‘remamder of the _fease : tfa:x'ea.
and not one single acre of the balance of the leased aréa 'goqche;i except for cultiva-
tion, and if so, will you kindly give a reason for the restriction .

~ 2. Otbher clients of ours have purchased land under the Waste Land Rules suzllce
Gover.nment notified that on such lands Government would in futurg resferve ltl'e

inerals. These clients arein great fear that while they hold the surface for culti-
vation, the right to mine may begranted to others who might interfere in a
v?tlotl;l s mar?ner with coffee, tea, and chinchona lcultivation, as the interests
d%szlslergr;liiers might not coincide with thosg of the surface tenants. Under thgsg
gircumstances Wg beg to invite your opinion as to ’the course Government wi

follow.
. No. 586, ?
FORW:G&DED to the Board of Revexm‘f?i for orders.
Signed) ' G. McCWATTERS,
Darroon, (Signed) Acting Collector.

25th February 1881.

‘ : issi ' Nilgiris to Secretary to the
PELL, Esq., Acting Commissioner oi:_ Nilgiris, y
From N B %;L I%%?Rev ente, (%ated Ootacamund, 28th February 1881, No. 26,

. ules relating to mining grants,"I have the honor to request I
REFI;:RRIO};Z({OV:R%I.the early orders of the Board and Government as to the
may be fav lications for permission to miné in lands held on putta and as to the
dlsposﬁg w?igh it is intended to assert the claims of the State in such cases. The

“extent .0., dated .1st October 1880, No. 1263, Revenue Depart.
notification ap pended to G-0., date : ment, 13 sﬂd’nt on this point. The Pro.

d’s Proceedings, No. 863, ceedings marginally noted indicatq that
P&rfa ggﬁhﬁn%f 11533%‘ G.0., Revenue Depart- 4} i< po?nt has been under the congidera~
ment, No. 1263, of st October 1880. +0 tion of Government and definite orders
’ awaited. As the proprietarj* title vests in Government, the course to be
are now .

1 f escheat lands.
i1l probably be the same as in the case o

followed Wﬂthpri'r Ordir Revenue Department, No. 1'34.1, dated ‘15tl.1 October 1880,
2 Inmeilt dispos,ed of an application for permission to mine in escheat land

the Gov&;n the exclusive privilege subject to certain condltlons notified in the Fors

anting [ :, »
' ,1;); %em’ge ‘Gazette of 12th 1dem. o S

' ' ssed on a special reference, but as the course

1 tion was pa . ..
,?.‘Ohnee &)1;32;‘ 01:116 %lfligsen eral appgca})ih’tjﬁ I have dealt with other similar urgent
sancti

Y i m i id Government Order.
applications as laid down in the saic ¢
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3. — e .
I would also request mstructions asto the interpretation to be put upon

the wordine of th i i
g e notification—* nopr il o fhan ¢ .
one and the sape applicant » ‘ml more than 30 acres in all be granted to

The G SR . .
cated to theo(v]?)rl';)eré]tent (gr{lfer to which the notification was appended was communi-
presume, inteadeq tolr(gtf u}%a)baran;] to the Commissioner of Nilgiris. It was, I
s 1ab the S0-acre limit should app) T :
the off ) ' oL showid apply to eackh district, as otherwise
of t-heirci: a}})?e nameled would be in constant communication regm'dir’lg the holding
pective applicants. According to this interpretation the same applicant

can hold 60 acres in two adjoining hlook . A . )
Wynaad. ‘O‘ad_]ommg blocks on the border line of Nflgiri and Malabar-

Isa i'an xég}')l'l:rl‘;‘;? ;0 the m(lgaymg‘ of the expression ““ one and the same applicant.”
each of his children rom ;ldP.P_ymg for grants in the name of his wife or in those of
taken to includ m ac lthfl to one in his own name?  f3 the expression to be
T 0 include all who are dependent upon the «one and the same applicant ¥
ablz p&ttf‘r d?fsu'es to make_mvestments on behalf of his children. Is this not allow-
fro f i Z Wfl }613 precl~uded., mrespect of mimng grants, from holding a separate estate
com that of her husband? I put these questions as I have received such applicu-
tions as those alluded to. _ sucli app

and aIé; “:gxgd, I thnk,. be best to place the mast liberal interpretation- on the rule
uar]‘rml 'E application of a wife and of any child made by a parent or authorized
gqm; g}nl.l_ };S, I'learn, was the course al 'pledin Australia, where a man in the
C ]S“‘lﬁ 7 " !-v\ ' ) % 1= 1ni ' i i
foame 0 . e qnd children Leld numerous mining blocks under a rule similar to
W under reference.

5. ) No definition is given in the rules of mining lmits, the allusions being to
superficial areas merely. I have heard of cases in America in which it was the rule
(til}at a reef once found might be followed and worked, although thereby the perpen-

tcular division betweer} two a(‘ljoining properties was over-stepped.  The Eunglish
ruIe_z as to such prependicular division i3, [ believe, clear; but it might lead to the
saving of disputes and litigation if any possible doubt as to the boundaries of mining
rights were set at.rest once for 2l by some formal declaration thereon.

6. Duringa recent tour in South-East Wynaad, in the course of which I visited

most of the chief mining propertics and met most of those at present engaged in
- muning enterprise, I heard many and various opinions expressed regarding the rules.
Upon these I will now only say that the opinions were conflicting except as to Clause
(3) of Rule 2, as'to the impracticability of which all were unanimous. . Upon this
clause I would beg leave to offer the following observations.

7. The amount of labor required is, I believe, without parallel elsewhere. I
consider that it will be impossible to procure so large a supply as the industry deve-
lopes and mining extends. So large a number of coolies cannot be profitably employed
at one time on tunnelling or shaft-sinking, the working space being limited. In many
cases the hard character of the rock to be pierced will require the use of compressed
air-drills and other machinery, hand-work for this purpose being virtually of no
value. Thereis a further serious objection which has force in many parts of South-East
Wynaad. From such tracts partly to keep sore festival to which much importance
is attached, partly to cultivate their lands andvisit thel_r relatives, but especially to
avoid the exceedingly feverish scason, the Mysoro coolies, who form the laboring
class, go to their own homes at the heginning of March, not returning until the end .
of June. At that season the work in the plantation estates is light and is fitfully-
carried out by Kurumbers and other tribies from the hill slopes, who -may and do
any day absent themselves or leave altogcther without notice. ~ There is then in fact
no cooly labor worthy of the name. It will thus be seen that the present labor
condition will be impossible of fulfilment over a considerable area, and if it is relaxed
in one portion of the district it must be relaxed altogether. In my opinion so larzo
a supply of regular labor cannot be procured anywhere in this district, °

8. I would venture to suggest that the amount of cooly labor required be
reduced from five coolies to not more than one cooly per acre of mining grant. One

-,
2 . : " ——
e Revenue Deparrsext, lst Freruvary 1882, No. 132. 9

cooly per acre would represent an expenditure of Rs. 7 x 30 = 210 ¢ver a 30-acre
grant, equivalent to Rs. 2,520 per annum for manual labor alone. I submit that this
is ample if not too much. It is not intended that the condition should be oppressive
to the lessee, but fair to both parties. It is a question whether the scale proposed
would not be sufficient even were every portion of the various grants susceptible of
mining operations. This as a matter of fact can hardly be the case, and labor will
thus have to be found on account of acres which contajn no quartz reef, although
of course the particular spots at yhich the labor is employed are left to the seloc-
tion of the lessee, o ‘ ‘ : ‘

9. Finally, I would bring to notice that the development of the mining industry
will tend to enhance enormously tke value of wood in the tracts concerned. This

~ value has already risen much of late.” The heavy prospective demand for timbering

shafts and tunnels, erecting workshops, machine sheds, bungalows, and cooly lines,
as well as for fuel purposes, will sex:d up prices ruch higher. The time is not yet
come for taking action, but the progress of mining will be carefully watched with

reference to this eventuality.

P
e

TaE foregoing letters raising several questions of importance in connection with

| S - the rules recently issued for the disposal

G.0., dated 1st October 1880, No. 123 of applications to mine for gold will be

- submatted for the orders of Government,

2. - Messrs. Pierce, Leslie and Co. inquire with. reference to G.0., dated 15th
October 1880, No. 1341, whether a holder of escheat lands to whom Government,
have conceded the exclusive privilege of mining within the leased area is restricted
in regard to actual mining operations to a minor area of 30 acres. The Board con-
sider the intention to be that the holder of escheat lands may, on application, obtain
the exclusive right to mine over the whole area comprised within his holding, thereby
excluding all others, and as regards the limitation in regard to the. area of mining
lots they gather from the terms of the notification that, although mining operations
atone time are to be restricted to 30 acres in all, as it is expressly stated that
this extent may be allotted in one or more blocks, there is nothing to prevent those
to whom exclusive privileges have been given working in different parts of the area
held by them, provided that their oporations are restricted to 30 acres in all, and
that the breadth of each mining lot is not lqss than 70 yards. Thus thirty mines
occupying a surface area of one acre each might be worked at the same time, and

those spots which were found urprofitable might be given up on application and .

operations commenced in other parts of the holding so long as the aggregate work-
ings are within the specified limit. If fhe Government are prepared to accept this
interpretation of the notlﬁqatlon the objections raised to the condition in question
will vanish and what has hitherto been & bar to the development of the industry in

~lands held under Government will be removed. The general impression is that .

mining operations are restricted to one block of 30 acres, notwithstanding that the
exclusive right of mining is conceded over a far larger area, and this has deterred
English capitalists from investing for mining in Government. land whilst capital is
fregly invested in land held under native ;andlords where no restrictions are imposed,

3. The other point to which Messrs. Pierce, Leslie and Co. refer is the protec»
tion of the holders of surface rights in Ia,.nds on which mineral rights are reserved
in dealing with mining applications. This point was brought forward jn paragraph
3 of Board’s Proceedings, dated 17th July 1880, No. 977, and the Government in
their Order dated 1st October 1880, No. 1263, stated that the subject would be
separately considered. K o | ,

4. Mr. Roupell asks how he is to deal with ‘app.licaf';io.ns for permission to
mine in lands held on putta, and as to the’ extent to, }vhlqh 1t 13 intended to assert
the claims of the State in such cases. The question is still under the consideration
of Government ; the Board have exprgssed their views in then: Proceedings, dated
13th September 1880, No, 1323, Itis observed, however, with reference to the

)
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remark at the clos
e of paragrapl; 1 .. -
escheat lands paragrapk 1 of the Commissioner’s
analogous to t’h r:;’hei‘re the Qovernment occupies the o~it‘letter that the case of
at ot ryotwari land held op Putt~1 position of landlord, is not

. 5 In paraoraph o

In escheat lands iy, aIc)coz'ziMr' Roupell reports having disposed of applications to mine

830, No. 1341 with r f-ance with the decision passed in G.O. dat};d 1 5th October

action is approv:e d on te}‘lgi'ii(ée t‘[)‘ thfé Provident Estate jn Moonaad Am:hom ) %hti;
ersianding that the exclusive ppivi ST

: privilege of mining is

limit
1 gd t(; nthe extent actually occupied for cultivation
Paragraphs 3 and 4 My, Roupell raises the questiong—

a) Wh
() ether under the terms of the notification one individual can hold blocks

each not ex in: g 1
ceedin 7 30 acres in mnore than one district, or whether he -

Is restricted to 30 acres i

(8) Whether it i permaiesty su o,
) o Sel‘olft ;i p:;[;llfg';g!te’“t?r gr?int _mining leases for such blocks to mem-
) Bt “5vs lamily 1 addition to the block taken up by

n the first poi ; ini

to extony beyo; dp;)}l]nt,g.he Boarilare of opinion that the restriction was not intended
more than oo locah'(ta ] .xstncb: and furpher that where an individual holds land in
in each of 1. estates) In g D}szmct he is entitled to havea mining grant of 3(()acres
X over which the exclusive privilege of mining has been conceded

A

a him, As -
regards the second point, the Board presume that the object of the

restriction wag sobbine
S 3 to prevent land-jobbing, in which case it was probably not the inten-

tion to allow i .
amily ; but ibaig, iﬁlﬁ;cﬁittt&gbmlm additional areas in the names of members of his
the eondition appears desirabler < 0 Y evaded; and some_modiieation of

7. Asr
.ol egards the questi ised i
limits of mins & belor }? st;gn raised in paragraph 5, the Board consider that the
that no man Lo " rioht‘ts il;ld.lce .mustdcommde with the surface boundaries, and
. 193 3 right crmine adjacent property, wh sted in G
.ment or an individual, without, permissiofi. P perty whether vested in Govern-

8. I 5.7 g
pliance wi?hpg:f::pghs fb’ 7and 8, Mr. Roupell points out the impossibility of com-
farly employed ooy 0 Rule.‘z? requiring that five laborers per acre shall be regu-
. modiﬁcatfgn 2 thona, JSide min ng operations on each block, Mr. Roupell suggests
five, but the Bow 3 e rule to the extent of requiring one laborer per acre instead of
can’b e b;)a.r think that self-interest may be trusted to determine what, labor
vont 1a111)d s ably einployed,_and if the rent ¢f Rs. 5 per acre is not sufficient to pre-
to o e}llng taken up without any intention of working it, it would seem better

rease the rental rather thn:: impoese a condition which cannot be observed.

9. There is another poin® not referred to'in either of the letter
. L ) fe s abowv
g}ltlilch the Board think requires elucidation, viz., Clause 4 of Rule 2. If t%i: 22?3
oy cin merely requires that a notice of transfer of a mining lease should be given to
e local au@honheg 1 view/to the register being altered accordingly there is no

objection to 1t, but it is generall y understood to mean that Government reserve to
thc.ams.elves the power of prohibiting any such t-ansfer, and this is felt to be a hard
ship, Inasmuch as the time that must elapse befcre sanction can be obtained and fh X
uncertainty as to _whether it may be granted or refused, operate to revent the
Investment of capital in the ‘purchase of propcrties on which minin(rr:-j hts h c
been conceded. - The effect of the numerous resirictions by which the ?'o-h% e
on Government land is fenced in is to divert capital therefrom t g1t to mine
Wwhere no such restrictions exist. i - 0 mative estates

10. The enhancement of the valu imber in cg’ i :
ment of tho gold industry pomt: to the g e(()ri sg;::'bg; ;I;sg:tqnectlon with the develop-
o}f Gcive'rnment in the escheat forests of the Wyraad, a su’l;;e%:: ?V(}liiiﬁnl.?{gbthe rights
shor PO . o ) Wi 1

tly n submitting proposals for continuing the survey in that province, e noticed

(True Copies and Extract.)

, ; (Signed) C. A. GALTON, .
4 _ Secretary,
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Offoper 1881, No. 2572, -

' . §
No. 18.  Proceedings of the Board of Rever.ue, dated 31st
Read the following letter from E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government™Sqlicitor, to the
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 21st Qctober 1881,
No. 445 :— ST
WitH reference to. the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date 11th
instant, No. 1980, I shall be Gbliged by your furnishing me %#th a copy of G.0O.,
dated 23rd February 1881, No. 853. I do'not appear to hive.received a copy of
this order. . S » SRR ik
2. I shall also be obliged by your informing me.whethdr the form of mining
lease set out in the Board’s Prpceedings ab:ve referred to is to be altered so as to
exclude silver and precious stones. In the Board’s s esolution only gold is men-
tioned ; and, in altering-the lease, some provision will have to be made as to what
is to be done with gold and (if excluded from the lease) silverand precious stones,
if found in mining for ‘other minerals. I should be glad to receive instructions

upon these points.

'w

L I

WitH reference to paragraph 1, the Government’ Solicitor will be furnished
with a copy of G.O., dated 23rd February 1881, No. 853.

. 2. Adverting to paragraph 2, the orders of Government are requested on the
question therein raised. The present form of lease of lands for gold-mining is so
worded as to confer the right to mine for metals other than gold, and when parties
pay the higher acreage rate prescribed for gold-mining, the Board do not see why
they should not be allowed to mine under the same lease for: 1pfer10r metals ; they
are, however, of opinion that where a lezse is granted for mining ‘for metals other
than gold and gold is discovered, the less:e should be made to accept a gold-mining
lease under the conditions applicable thereto.. The Board do not understand that
it is the intention of Government to triat silver under rules applicable to gold-
mining, and it will therefore come under the category of  Metals other than gold.”

Diamonds "and other precious stones riust be excluded from leases of either

description. ‘ o
(A true Copr and Extract.) -
' (Signed)  E. GIBSON,
. - Acting Secretary.

S y—

No. 19. From E. BARCLAY, Esc, Covernment Solicitor, Madras; to the
) Secretary to Government, Revente Department, dated 15th November

1881, No. 495. L . .
I Ec to acknowledge receipg of yo’f’zr Official Memorandum, dated 8th instant,

| No. 890, Revenue Department, requestiag :ne to obtain and submit, for the infor-

tion of Government, the Advocate-G.ncral’s opinion as to whether the form of
ﬁ%én ture printed in the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th October
80, includes diamonds and athe: precious stones or not. SRR

1881, No. 19 : o
9. 1 submitted the matter for the consideration, of thg_ Adyoca,te-General, and

1 now forward herewith a copy of his ogtvinio.ﬂ-> co TaT

 OPINION. %‘

I po not think the form of Indegcure includes. diarqonds or other precious
stones, but to prevent future dis_putes, i: would be well to insert a proviso showing
that they are not included. This may l.e done after tfge words “ make merchanta-
ble all gold and other metallic ores” (but not including diamonds or other. precious

- s
i

e e
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. ) v ) ‘ ' ! ,ur, -
tlnc t}le Same 0 ds after : | l. l ‘ . ‘ .. |
a cla 1C 01‘"8 Se‘ en ]. i

(Bignedy  p ospLLIVAY, !
' ate-General.
(A true Copy.) - Advocate-Gene

. « £ N
(Signed) “E.'BarcLay,
Government Solicitor.

———

14th N, Ovember 1881,

No. 20, S
o Oroeg THEREON, Ist FC‘bl'uary 1852, No. 130
I Miscellaneons, / . Ire letter from the Government of
— India read above and the Secretary ©

leave the limi State’s de s h it rives COVED
and empowerst t‘;xfisa r?}::)\f'o\r . go_ld-mim:ng lease to :h(f]a“:i?:cff(gitaou‘:)lgl:l}:i;t(}mo:"ginment
condition ingjsteq u SHment te ispense with the labor requirement: the only
well ag bong JSide intentjon to Coupra Fly_e.njoined being, a gua?':mt co of 'means'as
of a Sllfﬁcient!y stringent t(ﬁgtc;g[ MILing operationg and the actual application

Intention. Witp, this condition nn;elc;gr(: contimuoyg proof of the fulfilment of suc
Testrict g applionmt’ strict enf'orcement. it is presumably consider

9 . ant to one minine Jegs

-~ €48 .
s The Right Honorable the v [ning lease .
11t of area fop 5 mining Joase ¢ Joverner in Couneil resolves to fix the ordinary
considered desirable tq (‘Ot(‘(‘(‘d 3};_3 I;fx)zuaf ll'e:*, 5 reptional cases in which it might

3. Where the mea ' g reported for orders.

,- I nﬂ Or 99 3 - ; .
z;on for g mining leage wij b{); ’ll;?nfdcq 3 ?f'all appl;_c:mt are questionable, the applica-
cal‘lm%nt of India, etatingly rejected.  Ag observed by the Gol:.

456, e expresseq ip the I berations can, in the mmrelOfti’ _:

. ‘ Seneral ter Tl t of the tes
ach case must 1-,? ms. 1he nature ootor
to GQ\'L‘]’HmCI:t ¢ left to the decision of the Collectors

.

in co bl . .
; , WmMMunication with the Government Solicitor, modify

n«]() N v .
nture for gol Lining as follows.

2e clause pely;
: INg to the Ihyop requirement il be omitted and those

for « 8eareh M 1.
ek
ek bcmg conducted « jy the best and most effectud

: ke .
Ired, will by gq ™m qpt of the working of the mines and ©

terms a . . nodi§ % a3
s, nobhgat,“on dified a3 to Impose on the lessce, in €XPres

algo to f
aving b urnish, when poo. s d 3
°¢T Properly gy, effe » when Tequired, satisfactory proof of operatiop

Consequenc ctually earrin . A aza the
nden%ure ;eb(l)li ?te E:ult,t lere j J carried on, making forfeiture of tbetl?;‘;nto
n ST X . o8 ! ¥
*G.0,, dateq 215t Mq (:8 Suﬁ:cv.ntly fpecific excy pt, as :;2;‘%58 l:;););z}%rfs;czuiremen
graPh 4, y ‘ 31, No, 818, para. now .SI)C‘nsed with. The Obhgauon nf?,

the lapse of
nin _ .
€ labor requ'e o orders already issucd,® be enfo
!

0m the exeayy;
, rement ; . i - 0
hich the of Irement in Cution of the Indenture' and, as in the cas¢

i the present o
6. e gatlon shall tually ('Omlixocrnzgé SFace will be left for the date fr0
retains the origigg) Lient Obse '

been removeq § al Testriction of tranef ;

r sfer . .
containing it shoulq pe co o0 21st May g‘};h‘f‘-‘t Senction, such restrict
preceding paragmph € s t 0. 818, Yamgmph 5.

mserted 1n 344 On the trans : i iration referred t
n .lts place. _ ¢ fcrroe, N cuge ¢ 10 lease gatmnsfcrredo shou

re i3 g Provision iy, this

og . dent}II‘e
ent published form Oficf: having

The claus®
o in ti€

7. Dxamonds and othe

+ A form ¢f Ipg \
ent . uld be luded.
ie}ta]s Other thap gold, ;D(li"l(_: Cgl theso lineg sheuld be Cfpmc;ly’cxcfor ining for
7 possible, for final PPC:' :f Pould be subr. itteq tgré}:)::::n;zjgt with a3 Jittle
’ «d, H .

to be i ill, i Ance |
mposed will, in accordat after

e —

* Inde stur

" ture for mining for other metals. - ‘

'~ restriction on transfers disposes of paragra

! il
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Q.

e for 'gold mining, and the Board’s sugigestion that if the holder of a lease

- for other metals shall strike gold, he should b?: requi_red to ta‘ke out a gqld-mining
- lease, is approved.” A clause to this effect must be inserted in thg form of_ Inden-

10. The Board will also prepare an mit for : :
accordance with the terms now settled fo»  lication in supersession of those

appended to G.Os., dated 1st October 1880 " . 1263, and 23rd February 1881,

- No. 333. ‘ ‘ S
11. The enlarged limit of area for .
restriction as to an applicant obtaining mor -
: question raised with respect to escheat lanc..
with respect to: unoccupied Government w

ning lease and the removal of the
‘an one mining lease dispose of the
* the Wynaad in paragraph 2, and
s*in paragraph 6 of the Board’s

Proceedings, dated 25th March 1881, No. 50 -read at the head of those Proceed-

inos: whi \ nt of the labor. *equirement and the removal of all
ings; while the abandonmen ' {8 20d 9 of tho suma poper. I
paragraph 3, the Board apparently refer to ;. ;uestion raised by Messrs. Pierce, -

,

3 o e

Tt does not appear neéessary to exclude metals other than gold from the

d’ mit for approval notifications in -

AR

Leslie and Co. as to the position, as regards su. ‘ace rights, of holders of land under =
: the Waste Land Rules, in which the mineral rights have been expressly reserved.
This question has been settled by the revised forms of Indenture for the sale of

. i in G.0., dated 7th June 18t 1, No. 89§. The general and far
:\n?)igeig;griap;tl?gition of Ryots’ rights in lands aeld on ordinary Ryotwari putta, to
which the Board advert in paragraph 4, is ungier consi g;?:lon. 'The view expressed
. by the Board in paragraph 7 to the effect that mining \(™hts, where such exist or
" have been acquired under a lease from Governme qt? do X
face boundaries is obviously the right one.

12, The question of proving or prospecting leases has alreadyt been dealt

| . within conformity with the Secretary
1G.0., 12th.Ztcember 1881, No. 1916. -+ of Stute’s views, -
i o
' (True Extract.) J
| " 1ed)  C.G.MASTER,
Secretary to Government,

S e

To the Board of Revenve, -
,, the Government Solicitor,

' Exd. W, H. Freoch. | SR

130 Copies.
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: , . ;(t To N :
’ - .; B : .. ; R ;
. ; Tor Ricor IIO\OUI{ABLE TIII: MAHQUIb OI’ HARTINGTON
. :; Iler .27[ gest 8 Secretary of State for India,
S § S ’ .
Lo , e l V‘;S‘énila,: the 27th August 1851.
P | '
e , fi My Lorp MARQUIS, 3
. ? ot . ‘?3." : Ix acknowledn‘mrr the receipt of Mr. Brough Smyths
S IS L T " Report on th
o “f/ ,”“,/ “‘ixo,:;y gsz«:‘}o), dated the 27th Mny 1880, . teport on the W y naad GOM fields, Your
U | y} o ’& ineras Lor l:lup’* e\rpressed a wish to be in-
: RS IV FERTETIES RPN 2T formed of our conclusions as to the terms on which mining leases and licences -
: e e e e e e , to prospect for rvold should be granted in fhe ’\Iadms Presidency. We now
) . ’ 7 | ; _; have the honofir to acquamt Your Lordship with the present state of our cor-
o N iz ‘ respondetice on this subject with the Governant ot ‘Iadras.
~ 2. A draft form of 1ndenture for mxmnﬂ' ].C"L:L‘S in the \Vynmd was
’ : ' 1 framed several months ago by the l\hdlas 15 W oﬁicu‘q and received the con<
) : TEUNUADT. currence of the Madras Governme(nt Wbpn it canm under our consideration
’ o 10—l ' i “ - in January last, only twe pomts <eem0d to rfeqmre specml notice. I‘u‘atly, the
,*_] Madras Government had 1nt1m'1tcd to us tInt they were not dlsposed to insist
= B on the payment of rent in advance and qecondly, 1t qut to our demsmn, with-
s t ' out any specific recommendahon the question thther the Local Government
- should be declared to be the ﬁnal arbiter in cases of chspute as to the fulﬁlment
: . or otherwise of .the condmons of the lease. ‘On the 1mt point, we agreed in .
the view that it was unnecessarv to require the rent to be payable in advance.
: ’\ - Oa the second point, our Advocate General advised that a clause providing
! K that the Local Government should -he the final mblter was not unusual in
\ Government contracts, and mlf“ht save expense and trouble. An addition to
o this effcct was accordingly n}adc to the indenture, which was sanctioned by our
\ Government. A copy of the form is en_closcd for Your Lordship’s perusal s but
ﬁ ' as we are about to explain, several questions, more or less affecting its sube
* stance, have since been reopencd. ' f o '
f




(2 s
3. There was little difficulty in dealing w 1th the indenture when it was e

before us, because all the more lmportant conditions had already been nvooptvd
* Despateh of the Government of 1ud; a, No. 7,

—partly in the corrwpondoncc with Your
dated the 1st Septemher 1879, % 1 thc
‘ 11:;)1; of the Secretary of State, Yo. 35, dated the L)I’d\hlp of 1879- SO’ and par th i
Z3th Mareh 1850. ' discussion of a notification of the Madras
Government,t which it mued on the 1st O.toherp 1880, and which we sulc-
quently approved. We shall eventually

furnish Your Lorlsh]p with a full print
of the papers; but for the moment, to obviate del:

t Tide pages 47374, Furt St George Gazells, of
Octubcr 1:2th, 1830, copy of \Otlﬁul ion enclosed,

ay, we would refer to the

pagzes roin, May
1 Volume for May 1880, pages 37 and 38, 1 ’ noted i In the may "‘11] of the ?

Novel S ros O ! . 3 "
> }f;:f:qﬂrxyrlm)p’]:',(‘o, YIS Ny ember, I‘cbru‘u*y and March volumes
» Marel 1851, pages 31 to 43.

Minerals

tment for 1850 and 18S1.

of ‘our I’roceedrnn’s in the
Branch of the Home, Rcvcnuo and A"multuml Dop‘u‘

4. We have now received a commummtion from the Government of
- Madras, No. 819, dated 21st May last, which necessitates the reconsideration

of a good many particulars *in connection with these nnmnf* leases. We

transmit a copy of this letter and of its Accompqnnnents for Your Lorls ship’s
information and 1nstructu)n‘~ Tte Governor of Madras in Council holds tlat

the existing rules tend undnl) to rvstuct the gold- -mining industry; and

although we do not propose tu cnmment in detail upon all the f:

acts and
arguments by which thls cong 111\011 is qupported we  desire bucﬂv to record

_——our opinion both on the points w hx T have been spccmlly referred to us Ly the

I\Iadms Gowernment and upon. fme or two more with which it has dealt
upon its own authonty L : : | .

- 5. But Lefore making any wovm(, 1‘ecommend‘1tlon~ we would bmeﬂy

remind Your Lordship of the gem‘{lal ohj ets which we have kept in view,

The terms proposed for mining leases in paragraphs 9 and 10 of our despatch
of the 1st September 1879 wore —dﬂe«l after frequent personal conferences

with M, Brough Smyth, who way realled to Simla for the purpose. Our desire,

as we stated at the time, was to refider the wining leases as simple and as hbeml

as possible without encouraging undue speculation.  The present proceedings

dmemorial on the park of the
Nilgiri and hot’mlm Plante-r Associations and of others inter

in the Nilgiris and the “ ynaad ; and we think
of the griey

of the M‘Idms Government have orizinated in

ested in nmining

there is much in the character
ances assertcl to m“’!"(‘st that the memor

anxious for greater hbortv to spcmmto
fer the removal of an) resir:
the mdustrv.

ialists arc at least as
with the concessions made to them as
aipts v ‘hich may have been found, in fact, to cramp
In 1879 the Xeport of Me, Lrough Smyth had led to the belief
that the returns from rrohl -mining ¢ nhr]n's" in the W ynaad would Le rapid

and large. TLis expectation has “not bun quickly fulfilled, but there arc

ey S f
obvious indacements fo scek in m“( mtu proﬁta by the readicr method ©

L oty

¢
e i

C e e

g e -

e gmme

o gy —— e

~

promotinﬂ' companies and SCIH;I‘”‘ or otherwise transferring the lands ostensihly
acqulred for mining purposcs. . The 8:h pu'aﬂ'mph of the letter of the Gov- )
ernment of Madras mdlcates thc n ’mue of this 1)1‘0@095, as 1t app(,nra ‘that
individuals take up 30- -acre “’lallta in clom proumltv to cach other and th“n

transfer them to companies, S o

2Y N ~ o 1(1q
6. Nevertheless, in dcferenee to the opinion of the Goy cernment of A: ld ‘
“hmh possesses the advantage of dealing (hI'L(le thh the gold- -mining com-
panics and of knowing the loval circumstances, tve do not objeet to some .
8
wider discretion being coni'errcl upon the Local Govcmmcnt in the matter

of granting mining leases.

Looking at their proposals from this poihﬁ of view, we would offer the
suggestions contained in the 'subsequent parvrmphb of tlllb despatch on the
following points in the order in which they are stated :— - N

(i.) the maximum limit of the area to be included i in cach grant;
(ii.) whether such maximum having heen ﬁxcd the lessce sh‘111 Le
prohibited from obtaining any further arca; H
(111 ) the labour roqmrcment and the proposal to 1mposc a royalty in
licu of it;

-

(iv.) whether. ﬂm lesccc shall be pcrmxt ed to transfcr or sub-let Lis

Rt ' nrant without reference to Govu’nmcut o

(v.) the con(htlons on which prospecting for gold should be allowed ;

g

(vi.) the character of the discretion to be left, to the‘ Local Government;

¢

On the first thre‘e and on the last of these suljects t-he Madras Govern-
ment has directly consulted us.  The fourth point is one of particular import-
ance as concerning the check of speculation; and on-the ufth, Your Lordship

;

;1980 o .
called for a report in the decpatnh of t.he 27th “\H\ 158 ? cited in the fivst
paragraph. T “

7. (1) TItisurged that the 30-acre blocks give too qniall an area q'f reef in
proportion to the cost of the machinery required for its .\\'Y""mﬂ‘ and that ,the
stone may be worked out’ ' before the expenditure can be recovered. The
Madras Government would 111010'150 the size of the blocks to 100 or 150
acres. We consider that ‘it is desx rable to leave to thc discretion of the
Madras Government the determination of the question whether the maximum
should he 100 or 150 acres, provided that it he undcrstood that the maximum
arca is not to be given 111 cases where circumstances do not require the ﬂ*rant
of so larce an extent : of Lmd WAt thc same tlmo, j\'(‘ would not rescind the
offer made in paragraph 4 of the ’\otlﬁcatxon of Oktobcr 1830 to grant addi-

tional land for purposes subsulmry to mining, :

8. (ii.) In the Madras’ Notification aheady mentmncd it has heen pro-

vided that more than 30 acres in all m onue or morc' blucm, shall not be
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given to . one and the same applicant.

an individual may hold blocks, up to the
of more than one district.

The qucmou now raised is whether

> @

pcrmmlhle maximum area, in each

The AMadins Goyv ernmcnt correetly de.eribcs the

.

to pre wnt the acquisition of larze
$; anl it woull” pr fer to scttle this point by

object which we would l\eop m view, riz.,
areas by individaal applicants
some limit of distance,

. be practically enforeed, and we think, on the whole, th

be bottory carriel out by the broad and cloar vule

shall not hold more than one mining lc¢

at our intention would

e
1at one and the same lesse

e
ase in the same district. At th

same time, we should not greatly object to

shown tlnt it could be ma le to oper

rise to disputes, 3

a limit of distance, if it could be

- . . WIne
ate with certainty and without giVi®8

9 (i) We fully adhere to our orizinal view tlnt

during the currency
- of the first leases for 20 years ho’ roy:

alty should be lmpo\(‘d

To exact @
royalty weuld pro fanfo Lurden the industry ;

; and we eannot pereeive that its
Imposition - Wwould in any way restrain speculation. The royalty would be
payable onlv if gold were raised; but the object of the specul
mine for gold, but to trade in land: ; and if he
unaffected by the roy alty. The papers certainly
valid ()l)JeLtlon to insisting upon the contlnuoue

per acre, as su[ﬁcwnt labour may not e
year. The Madras Governm: :nt has (in our opinion \ely Properly
the pouol within which this requirement shall be enfore
nine months: and we admit the foree of the
appliances, w Lilst in itself evidence

extent displqcer labour.

procurable at certain scasons of the

) extended

ed from three to
argument that the yge of modern
of real mdustx ial ente
At the same time, we
in our despatch of September 18
available capital, or

IPrise, must to some
do not forget, that, as stated

79, condﬁqons Tequiring a certain Jimit of
LY

a certain quantity of machiney

in Australia; and we fu]lv ¢neur in the ¢
able the late JMr. A lam that soma wulrmten
indispensable, whether it take the form of al:

\ regard to these consuleratlom
Madras G

!
ervation of the Rizht ITonour-

for bord fide ml'nnrr ope

rations 1?
dl{mur reqmrcment or not, Ilaving
we would le

Ve it to the discretion of the
) overnment to decide w hat form suoh guarantee shoylq take; whether
some Iabour tost should still be applied, or 3 certain expendxtulecof moncy,
or the mamt n

enance of so much nnclnner) p(;lr acre, 1nsustcd on.
iv.) In regard £o the transfop of mmmo
the arﬂ'umcnt justly urzed again

followsunchecked licence of te:

made at the injtia] stage of {]jo° confexy

applied to the sale of grants at

lots, we are of opinion that
°tem of speeulation in land which

Mo | a(l\‘lsedly met by prcc'lutxons
nent of

st‘ the R}
ausfer i

grants than by lcbt“dlonl
1l

any Period subscquent to their origh:

IJD.(l(‘I‘ tlllS \le“r we ConSIdCl' that thc fo]_]o“lllo

i

couferment op 'nantee :

i

Buat it is not stated in what w ay this restriction “Ould‘.

ator is not to
did not mine at all, he ould be

show that there may be some

employment of ‘five lahourers

¥: Were tried unsuccessfully

o

L U

A 5) ’
,,.conditions should in the conferment Of leases be carefully prescribed :—

(1) a restriction of area to the limited extent of 100 or 150 acres,
- accor d1n0' to the discretion of the Madras Government

(2) the requirement of a test suﬁlmently strmoent to secure continuous

proof of bdond fide 1nten’flon to carry out the Ob] ects for which-

the frrant is made ;

(3) the contmuance to any transferee of the same obligations under
which the original grantee was from the date- of the original
grant himself bound. -

If these restrictions are carefully securcd at the time of initial sale, we
are of opinion that the clause in the. Notiﬁcation of October 1880, which was
issued by the Madras Government 1ts<,lf without any reference to us and which
prohibited the sub-lease or assignment of the grant mthout the previous consent

of Government may be cancelled . | ‘ ,

11. (v) The Madras Board of Revenuo ormmally suggested that blocks
should be made over to apphcants for a period of twelve months, free of‘
charge, for p1ospect1n purposes ; and that if, l)efore expiration of that penod

no application were submitted for a mnnnn' lease Wltlnn the limits of the area
thus assigned, the. right to prospecﬁ in sueh area slxould lapse, and the land
should revert to the Government But the ‘Gov ea‘nor of Madras in Council,

when considering the Notification of October last thought that it would be
superfluous to nrmn{& prospecting. hcences, holdmrr that they might delay thE
development of the industry by restricting the examination of the country
by experts. We saw no reason to question the proprlety of this view, because
it was obvious that the grant of prospecting licences to particular companies
or individuals might interfere with the systema‘uc examination of consider-
able tracts of country, such as that undertaken by Mr. Brough Smyth, in the
The Madras
Government, however, has now, changed its opinion, and, w'hllst awaiting a,

report on the subject from the Board of. Revenue proposes, as at present

south-eastern portion of the Wymad and the Carcoor Ghat.

advised, to grant prospecting leases for sm nronths or more ,ovqn half a square
mile or some larger area. We do not understand that it is intended to Prevent
explorations by persons Who ‘do not- take out such Licences ; but the effect of
the licence will be to glve the holder the preferentlal claim for an allotment
within the area covered by it. No further investigation of the resources of

the auriferous-tracts at Government expense is now contemplated and indeed

* Copy of correspondence enclosed :—
I;ettegyfx'om the Government of1 Madras, No. 193,
cd 28th January 1881, and enclosure. .
dﬂl:etter to the Government of Madras, No. 14, dated
17th February 1881.

wlen the Wynaad Planters - Association*

recently urged that a Mlmncr Engineer

- ,should be deputed by the Government to

report on the whole of the South Wg,n"md , we agreed with the Government of

/

Il T
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the character of the Wynaad gold-fieldss

]‘ »
i n these ClIrcumstances, we consider that
some definjte

| cling licences might properly be

Largey °* areas ng :

e T8 grants for longer s o t exceeding half a squaré
zs. ght, w ¢ think, facilitate specuhﬁvc

D) As regards the geney

:; f(l}ziitson of tlfe nature of the discretion
S : . ment, it wily 1,0 scen that while
bty y of Imposing stringent Precautions at the
One 50 in terms which leave

ite dircetion to the JMadrds

Q

- . 1 :l ‘
ample dlscreﬁo Snts, we ved
eYery requi

quis

We hqve the honoyr to be,

My Lorp Marquss, - ]

" Your Loird~ ID’s ma. .
| : ship’s most obedient, humble Servants,

RIPOY,

D. M. STEWART.

W. STOKES,

RIVERS Tnoypsoy, © |
J. GIBDS,

E. BARING.

T. F. WILSOY,

1
¢
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LIST OF ENCLOSURES.

‘Pﬂ.— ’ .

1.—Indenture for mining leases, Madras.

2.~Notification by-the Government of Madras, dated the 1st October 1880,
S.—Letter from the Government of Madras, No. 819, dated the 2lst May 1881,
3o Sy - » -

~ and enclosures. .
4.—Letter from the Government of - Madras, No. 195, dated f'h? 25th January 181,

1

and enclosure. !

5.—Letter to the Government of Madlras, No. li,hated the 17th February 158$1.
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~, DATED Sl)ﬂ_.l, Tug 271d AL‘GL‘-TI

T o

" endorsement No. 15, dated the 30th Aug

No. 40M.

f‘Ron
E. C. BUCK, Esq, c.s.,
- Offy. Secretary to the Government of India.

To : .
Tee SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS.

Rev. & Agri. Dept.
Minerals.

Calcutta, the 30th December 1881.

Sirk,
correspondence ending with Mr. Tupper’s
ust 1881, I am directed to forward,
Excellency the i}(%vemolrI in\({)ouncil, copy of a
. _ . despatch from Ier Majesty’s Secretary
No. 98 (Revenue), dated the 10th November 1881. of IS)tate for India r elative);o the term.z
on which mining leases and licences to prospeet for gold should be granted in
the Madras Presidency. . '

9. Trom paragraph 5 it will
sidered too restricted, Iis Lordship
being extended at the discretion o
is satisfactorily ascertained in e
for and has the intention of carryi
manner. -

3. The stringency of the test to be imposed on the grantee in the first
instance, and the continuance of the same obligation to any transferce, are, it
will be observed, specially insisted on in the despatch. With regard to the
nature-of the test, the Secretary of State agrees with the Government of India
that this may be best left to the decision of the Government of Madras
Special attention is invited to the remarks made in this connection in paraorap};
6 of the despatch. It is possible that the same guarantee for bond fide mining
operations would not be applicable in every case. Should the Government of
A adras coneur in this view, it may not be possible to express the obligation
except in general terms in the deed of lease. The extent to which the
form of Indenture sanctioned by the Government of India, in its letter No. 19
of the 11th March 1881, will require to be modified, should be considered ;
and the Governor General in Council desires to be informed of the final con-
clusions of the Government of Madras on this subject.

4. Adverting to the concluding paragraph of the despatch, I am to
request that the Government of India may be favoured with the report on the
questions mentioned in paragraph 6 of its letter No. 1—39 of 15th May 1880
{0 the Government of Madras, as the reply promised in your letter No. 1693
of the 11th December 1880 has not yet been received. .

Ix continuation of the

for the information of His

be seen that, as the limit of 30 acres is con-
has no objection to the area of single grants
¢ the Local Government, provided that it

ng out mining operations in a proper

I have the honour to be,

SIRr,

Your most obedient Servant,

. Dl

% 0ffy. Secretary to the Gout. of India.

ach case that the applicant possesses the means

i
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j , No. 93 (Rei'enuc) , dated India Office, London, the 10th November 1581, _ -

TVYENUE ‘D AG ‘ "R : o ‘ - :
REVENUE AND AGRICULTULAL S Trom—Her Majesty’s Secrerary o State for India.
DEPARTMENT. i : \ To—Ilis Excellency the Most Honourable the Govirxor GEeNERrAL of India in
. ‘ Couneil. , - . i : ‘

| T mave considered in Council Your Excellency’s letter No. 2 (Minerals) of the 27th T

| . August last, transmitting copies of correspondence with the Government of Madras relative :
to the terms on which mining leases and licences to prospect for gold should be granted in the
Madras Presidency. - i IR : : -
2. In Lord Cranbrook’s despatch No. 35 of the 95th March 1880, the rules recom-
el mended by you, based upon the system adopted in Australia, as explained by Mr. Brough

i i Smith, were sanctioned. Owing, however, to.differences in the circumstances of Wynaad, as

—— . - compared with Australia, the-terms which have proved well suited to the latter country do -
®  notappear to Le altogether applicable to the Ladian gold tields, saud you cons.equently now, at
*the instance of the Madras Government, propose certain amendments to the instructions for-

; merly issued on the subject.
B E 3. Although it was the desire of your Government to mz}ke the tgrrps of mining leases .
2 B : of State lands as simple and liberal as possible, it appears that, in the opinion of the Madras )
ENT or N Government, the existing rules tend unduly to restrict the gold-mining industry, which has
A[ADRAS. S I not developed so rapidly as it was hoped and expected would be the case. At the same time,
- i " the rule which limited the area of single grants to 30 acres each has, it is shown, been evaded
3 ‘ by the combined action of lessees. o ) | : .
' 4. From the experience now obtained, the Madras Government consider that some exten- '
sion of the terms hitherto offered is necessary in order to attract eapital and industry for -
. ' At : gold-mining in Wynaad, and, in laying down fresh rules for this purpose, care must be taken g
- o that, whilst adopting measures which may seem mnecessary with a view to prevent undue
’ i * . speculation, they shall not be such as to check proper commercial enterprise.
) . “ Ao, 4034 a ot ‘ . 5. Since the limit of 30 acres is considered too restricted, I have no objectipn to the
d ol . area of single grants being extended, provided a sufficiently stringent test be imposed to
ry o i "' secure continuous proof of Zond fide intention to carry out the objects for which the grant
' " is made, and provision be included in the lease for the continuance of the same obligation to
T o . any transferee, there would appear to be no necessity for placing restrictions on its sub-lease
. i , or assignment. It has, however, evidently, been overlooked by your Government that under: '~
) the conditions proposed there will exist absolutely no more practical preveutive to one persen
© Dated the 3004 Decemler 1851, or company becoming possessed of an uz}hnut.cd area for mining purposes, by the eoncerted =
’ action of several grantees, in cousequence of the increase of the limit of each grant to 150

/ / P ‘4‘— /1 4'{/ /f ! 7 P f]‘:c“’,/ ‘ o . ~ acres, thil.n_ when 1t was restricted to SO acres. Thel)roposul, f{herefore, to prohibit a lessee
e YO, R . ~ from obtaining more than one grant of limited arca in any district seems ineffective. * It
e l—-‘«n————'—’“* ) i ; " appears to me that the only preciution necessary with reference to the grant of mining leases Sk
' ' - " is that the Madras Govérnment shiéuld, in each cuse, sutisfy itself that the applicant possesses .~ " ©
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I . ‘ , the means for, and has the intention of, carryiug out mining operations in a proper manner
in which case the arca over which a mining licerwe suouid be granted might be left to the
discretion of that Government. L a b o

_ 6. With regard to the obligation to be imposed in_order to secure that the objects for
which a grant is made are properly carried ont, it 1s shown that the labour test is inapplica-
ble in the present case. I would, however, point cut to Your Excelicney that the desired
end would be equally well attained if an cquivalent in machinery were required in the place

; of 50 much labour. I do not desire, neither do I think it was the intention of Lord

7 Cranbrook, to insist that five men per acre should invarizhly be eraployed en mining grants in

addition to labour-saving machipery. On this subject 1 agree with your Goverument that it 7 ¢

may, perhaps, best be left to the Madras Government to decide what form the guarantee for B

bond fide mining operations should take, whether it be that the means for carrying them out o

should be provided, that a certain minimum quantity- of rock should be periodically ‘ ) ‘

crushed, or other mining work continuously performed. :
7. The only other question for consideration referred toin Your Excellency’s letter is : L

relative to the conditions on which prospecting for gold should be allowed. The Madras Gov- S

ernment very properly declined to accede to the request of the Wynaad Planters’ Association : |

that a mining engineer might be sent to report on the whole of South Wynaad, and I concur }

% “ in the opinion you have expressed that enough has been already done by Government, - and T !

g e, . ,, , that it must be left to private enterprise to undertake any further operations in that direction

i . ' ot A ; In tl'lese circumstances it is desirable that reasonable facilities should be afforded intendino:

: : : '5 I/ applicants for mining leases to examine portions of the country before applying for a orant. S

L and I approve of the proposal by your Government that prospecting- licences, czrryinob WR& : ‘

SussecrT, ‘ : them preferentlal claims for a lease, be granted for a term of six months each over areas not

; : T ' exceeding half a square mile, . : ) A -

’
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» EAIN. d en the advae L% . .
Lecal Governnent s to te (}:Q’l fi 'hl .}q‘-h“ @ of yor Advocate General, decided that the
leases. You aleo state that. ae \(“m'?‘“ Ater i eases of dispute as {9 the eonditions of miving
which shoull Le ewni:‘:{ -}x-» r:?ﬁ,.h\; the general uestion of the nature of the discretion
. MY Wt e (Y e N . . . 3 :

Loft ¢ that agthor ¥ the Madras Government, ample diseretion snd latitnde will be

iy in every hzqui*ite direction.

CONCCssInne now g lo 5 minine fndast e OF this I approve, and I trust {hat the
. T b S DTHEGDY dustry Wa et . )
gaid resourees in Government i = llx‘ld ey in India will be followeld by the devilopment of the
s q - vaL Wurle Yamds. :
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P o Spdlth 1 Jadiv .. ¥ . .
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1881.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL
DEPARTMENT.

REVENUE.

Frox

IIER MAJESTY’S SECRETARY or STATE Fo®

]\'0. 9‘3-

Dated 10tk November,

Reed, 2ud Decemlber,

Susiecrt. )
COMMUNICATES ‘
des;xgﬁsl\?gm;rks on the correspondence forwarded with
terms on wilic’hdate-d.w“i August d]aSt, relative to ihe
fo g minine leases and licene <
F gold should be granfi‘d in the Madras Pisesg?lgc?; e

INDIA.

L & ' '
':.(’ v ‘( " ProcerpINes oF THE Boarp or REV

\

-

. \J. \ ’
Lo o We are, as Agents of v
- [§- with regard to the mining 1i
- gettlement mnotified publicly

Sl T e e e

o

-

. No. 501,

ENUE, dated 25th March 1881.:

Read the,’_following letters :—

From Mgssrs. PIERCE, LESLIE axp CO., to G. McWATTERS, Esq., Collector
N "~ of Malabar, dated Calicut, 24th February 1881. .

arious proprietors, interested in the action of Government

ghts on escheat lands held from the State in terms of the .

by Mr. Ballard in January 1863, a paragraph of which

?l 1 reads—¢ The title of persons who in ignorance of the rights of Government obtained

+* Government are prepar
' '\lessees must apply for an

i e e

!

" yish to assist in developing

e A T g

area and at the same time

'“ will be good to inform us if

SRS SV Y

"' Government notified that on

., rals.
"' the right to mine may

4

-

eyt orm g A s o g

Cavrcur,
s 25th February 1831.

-will you kindly give a reason for the. restiX _
Y © 9, Other clients of ours have purchased land under the Waste Land Rules since

¢+~ land in these (Wynaad) forests from other pretending owners will be respected in
, every case where collusion or k !
' good enough to inform us whether Gavernment proposes to restrict mining to 3\9 acres = . /¢
. on each property occupied by one individual, though the recent Government Otderon '~ >' =~ 7
"\ the subject (paragraph 3) says—* In the matter of mining within the leased area the I el
od to concede to the lessees the exclusive privilege, but the o
d obtain a separate mining lease for a specified minor area

under the conditions notified in the Far_{, St. George Gazelle of the 12th instant.”

bad faith is not evident, &o., &o.,”’—and beg you to be

Zy!  What exercises the minds of the lessees and those of capitalists at Home who

the mineral résources of the country is that apparently

" ! Government concedes to the tenant the exclusive privilege of mining on the leased

restricts him to 30 acres. As this question is of vital

" importance to those concerned and t6 the general interest of the country we beg you

the restriction is really meant, and if so must mining be

.+ . considered as prohibited absolutely on the remainder of the leased area and not one
77 gingle acre of the balance of the leased area

3 ggpchgd except for cultivation, and if so

such lands Government would in future reserve the mine-

These clients are in great fear that while they hold the surface for cultivation
granted to others who might interfere in a disastrous man-
e "‘g.‘, _ ner with coffee, tea, and chinchona cultivation, as the interests of the miners might
*" not coincide with those of the surface tenants. >
invite your opinion as to the course (overnment will follow.

Under these circumstances we beg to

m——rr

No. 586.

o ForwARDED to the Board of Revenue for orders. '

G. McWATTERS,

' (Signed\)_
‘ \ Acting Collector.

1

¥
« v From N. A. ROUPELL, Esq., Acting Commissioner of Nilgiris, to C. A. GALTON,

1881, No. 26, o
REFERRING to the rules relating to min

o ’ A
o -may be favored with the carly orders of the
: © " of applications for permission to mine in lands held on putta and as to the extent to

Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 28th February

ing graﬁts T have the honor to request I
Board and Government as to the disposal

the State in such cases.

{ The notification

A}

' s - g . : e
g which 1f 13 intended to assert the claims of
5\ ‘ JE
o Ay )
i \ /
( ft’_ \ : '\(
B 4
§ Lo
AN ~ i
I 20 EE .
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. L, _.“ R 2 .
appended to G.0., dated 1st October 1880, No. 1
Paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 863,

of 28th June 1880, G.0., Revenue Depart.

under the consi i
ment, No. 1,263, of 1t October 1880.

and definite ord

€ same as in th

The order in question w
sanctioned was one of general

wording of the notification—_-
and the same applicant.”

3. I would also fé”qhest in

structions as to the interpretation to be put upon the
“ nor will ‘more than 30

acres in all be granted to one

Tespective applicax}tg. . According to this jnt ion the same applicant can hold
acres 1n two adjoining blocks ou the border line of Nflgiri

: 4 g Vlgiri and Malabar Wynaad,
4. Again, ag to the meaning of the eXpression “ one and the same applicant.”

Is a man .deban'ed from applying for grauts in the name of his wife or in those of
each of his children jp addition “to one in his OwWn name? Ig the expression to be
taken to include all who are dependent upen the « one and the same applicant 77
1 investments on behalf of his children. Is this not allow-

g grants, from holding a separate estate
? I put these questions as I have received such applications

by a parent or authorized
. Th rse adopted in Australia where 4 man in the
name of his wife ang children held ny i

mats, the allusiong being to
: merica in which it was the rule
followed and worked, althoug

(ollo : h thereby the perpen-
_adjoining properties wag over-stepped. " The English
rule as to such Perpendicular division 15, T believe, clear 5 but it might lead to the
saving of disputes and litigation if any possible doubt ag to the bound;ries of mining
rights were set at rest once for all by some formal declaration thereon. °

6. During a recent tour in South-East Wynaad, in the course of which | visited
most of the chief mining properties and met most of those
mining enterprise, I heard many and vari ini
Upon these I will now only sy that th
(3) of Bule 2, as to the impracticability of which
clause I would beg leave to offer the following observations.

7. The amount of Iabor required is, T believe, Without
consider that it will be impossible to procure so large a supply as the industry deve-
lopes and mining extends. | 8o large a number of t be Profitably employed
at one time on tunnelling or shaft-sinking, the worklpg space being limiteq” Tn many
cases the hard character of the rock to be pierced wil] Tequire the
air-drills and other machmeijy,_ hax}d-worlg for this purpose bein
There is a further serious oblectlon -which hgs\ force 'in ma

{

1
K4

Parallel elsewhere. I

o . €Ts are now.awvaited. Ai L
1© Proprietary title vests in (jovernmen Do
the course to be follo_wec_lvwill probably be th 4 sm G

o s

Lo

L . Do e v - \

il

- ' a

4 L R R,
. o 'y
™~ f

9 | ; y | e . l : festi ol i im Ortance -

P

: he laboring class
id the exceedingly feverish season, the Mysore coolies, who form the g J
avoid the 5

C i i end Of J]me.
inning- M'{lrch, not retul‘lllng un (
i hom.es at the beo"lﬂnlna Of l ll | ||e
’ gO tO bhelr Own

PR i lly carried out
At that season the work on the plantation estates is light and is fitfully
at se

day absent
and other tribes from the hill slopes, who ntlEanilr? f(lgtagg cogly T
o Kmiurzngl:sleave altogether. without notice. There is
~ themselve

» . esent labor condition will be
ill thus be seen that the present d in one portion
worthy_ﬁfe g}fl'efllllfﬁr?;'enthow‘::r a Gonsiderable area, and if it is relaxed in p
impossi

e in this district.

ocured anywhere in this . b
T wald v fo gt ht b smonat of oy o sl o
8. 1 W(Elve czg?ies to not more than one cooly P(.‘-];'7 ag% 8 =n1210 %ver a 30-acre
redlucegeim:ére would répresent an expenfdltuggggafl{ S1'f~1b6r‘a,lone. I submit that this
rant i Rs. 2,520 por annum for condition should be oppressive
ant, equivalent to Rts. 2,000, t intended that the. conph 10 3

;gsrami) ]f if notbtoto fﬁc&' bgzhl?przllgties‘ * It is a question whether the scale propose

to the lessee, bu

v a1
‘ P : dly'be the case, and labor wi
o i i a matter of fact can hardly Hhoush of
mining operations. (’f 1:)11? ::count of acres which contan no ql)iarfiztl(;e:l?e Zelectizn o
thus ha‘{le b b:iciol:i'l spots at which the labor is employed: are :e . _
course the partic ) A e )

the lesseef‘" 1y, T would brmgtonotweihat vfhe dé';(\zl'\ppm‘ent of the mining industry
9. Finally,

' ; o

: spective demand for timbering
i of late.” The heavy prospec Iv Iines. o
value has alread;lr msegct{;?%vgrkszops; machine sheds, bung %ﬁgi’iﬁ; %scggtyye? s o
shafts and tu mlle 8, egses will send up prices m}wh\ hlgne;. 1o e lime s not yeb come
;V eliaall{s_ forafcltgoﬁ u{)’gt the progress of mining will be carefully -
or taking action, : : _

¥

- to this eventuality. S IR .

PR \

N - 9' ‘ ) ) - - .th
S cais testions of importance in connection wi
Tae foregoing letters raising 3§everal ﬁltl;?xsetﬁ?l; reeegtly isgued ffor thfddlsll)loss;
| : applications to mine for gold wi
' 'gibﬁiated for the orders of Government.

S, o .0., dated 15th -
A Messrs. Pierce, Leslie and Co. inquire with tr%i:;‘ggciotgv h(gn? ’Goa;'ernment N
" ]886?) 1'\10 1 3411, whether a holder pf. eschgzhin the leased] area is rostricted
I?Cytrgbzl(;ncede:i the exclusive privilego ‘of m'm(l;i-lga:g; of 30 acres. The Board ct?nsi-
a Sino tions to a minor area ' ication obtain
p re%arq tto ail:(i)gga%oni)lglgﬁat? Pﬁ:‘; holder of eseheat-ﬁlal_nié \?gﬁ;ﬂ hizplf(}llggn; thereby
der the intenti ine over the whole area comprised W to the area of mining
the exclusive right to mine ove ds the limitation in -regard to the : ]
i d as regards L SHR hough mining operations a
- excluding all others, and : f the notification that, aithot th
: terms of the notilica : \expressly stated that this
lots they gather from the d to S0 acres in’all, as it 13 'eXp hose t
. o : g to prevent those to
one lime are to be restricted blocks, there is nothing Leld
e or more Jaot arts of the area he
whom exelusioe privileges have been given working 50 50 apres to &l 20 that tho
ghﬁf excluw{gé)é'l t‘;rliatgtheir operations are restricted to -
y them, provi

. Thus thirty mines occupying a
e s : than 70 yards. - Thu ime, and those spots
h mining lot is not less d at the same time, an [
E;i?fff gie(;azf one acre each. mlgh}ftb%: (gi}i;(xll r;p on application and operations
o

mig tlie dpor ‘workings are
e werg ifguﬁgh;n II))rartOﬁ:alélfe tﬁibholding so long as tlie aggregate working
commence

ro prepared to accept this; interpre-

3 imit.- Yoverrment are Pr"ﬂ?l:e . . ill vanish

;itt'hin tfhghipﬁzgggat?ﬁl tt.he f)ijte]ﬁigns raised to the condition in question will vanish,
ion o

‘ ".
© 3.0., dated 1st October 1880, No. 1,263.

! e i in lands held
d what has hitherto been a bar to the development of the industry in la
" and wha

1 impression is that mining opera-
; oved. The genera in the exclusive right
o ave Testriotad 1o on, blodk of 50 acrot e s dtormel English capitalists
 tions are re! ded over a far larger area, and this Las ital is freely invested in
of mining 1s conceded over a Government land whilst. capite f) S
o hhﬁesmdlegr ff:tiwrrzllll;ﬁgiﬁds where no-restrictions are umposed, '
land held un: ' RS : ST

=

&
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3. The other point to which Messrs. Pierce, Leslie and (o, refer i; the protec- ' / . ' ‘ : Lo 5 . '

tion of the holders of surface rights in lands on which mineral ri reserved' in i ‘ icti hi i i - is fenicsd
dealing with miuiug peoace Tights in | et brouvhtl dforrvlv%};&gi Iz:re ar:oraph 3 of tho numerous restrictions by which the right to mine on Govemme_nt.land 1s fenced "
of Board’s Proceedings, dated 17th July 1880, No. 977, and the Government in their in is to divert capital therefrom to native estates where 1o such restrictions exist.

’ 10. The cnhancement of the value of timber in connection “with the develop-

Order, dated 1st October 1880, No. 1.263 stated that the subject w separately
e date ) 1263, » Ject would be sep - + ment of the gold industry points fo the necessity of asserting and defining the rights
o ] T Yovernment in the escheat forests of the Wynaad, a subject which will be noticed
4.* Mr. Roupell asks how he is to deal with applications f r ission to mine of Government 1 . } A ) @ 51 a
in lands held. on putta, and as to the extent to whichpiI: s intendgd {’:;’:;:;t tho claims s : sh?rtly in submitting proposals fdzf;‘vgg'ut{nuu.lo the sury eyv in that province.
of the State in such cases.. The question i3 still under the consideration of Govern- o : ) (Truc; COPR?S _apd Extract.)
ment; the Board have expressed their views in their Proceedings, dated 13th Septem- f . ‘ ' P ] - =R ey
ber 1880, No. 1,323. It is observed, however, with reference to the remark at the ‘ < o co ' \Secretary :
~close of paragraph 1 of the Commiscioner’s letter that the case of escheat lands, : . t. Revenu D rtment, - -Z.@ B
where the Government occupies the position of landlord, is not analogous to that of i - To the Secretary to Government, ‘ erfﬂm;mM“
ryotwari land held on putta. ) ' | ‘ s+ Commissioner of '{)he Nilgiris. - - L
9. In paragraph 2 Mr. Roupell reports having disposed of applications to mine »- Collector of Malabar. ;
in escheat lands in accordance with the Ic)lecision p:fssed ?n G.0., dglt)ed 15th October. 3 ne Lirst Momber OfsﬂmBoarg f)f {::t‘;gg: ’me gf Ebma lotiong
1830, No. 1,341, with reference to the Provident Estate in Moonaad Amshom. This i ciiement Lep ’ . .
action 13 approved on the understanding that the exclusive privilege of mining 13 g S °
limited to the estent actually occupied for cultivation, 2
6. In paragraphs 3 and 4 Mr. Roupell raises the questions— : f i
(a) Whether under the terms of the notification one individual can hold blocks )
each not exceeding 50 acres in more than one district, or whether he is : ' : -
restricted to 30 acres in all. Exd. J. Tulloch.- - .~ '1, B -

(6) Whether it is permissible to grant mining leases for such blocks to members g
‘ of an applicant’s family in addition to the block taken up by himself. E,‘

On the first point the Board are of opinion that the restriction was not intended Jo o7
to extend beyond the district, and further that where an individual holds land in .[ et
more than one locality in a district he is entitled to have a .mining grant of 30 acres o
in each of the estates over which the exclusive privilege of mining has been conceded
Ig him. tAs regard: 1ihe dsqc%rll)q pojut thg B}fard presumé that the oobject of the restric- . . ’ . :

ton was to prevent land-jobbing, in which case it was pro ; i : ! ' .
allow an applicant to obt-ai]n additional arcas in the namg; o};arlzllgmli)%trst }(1)(; lﬁit: lflzggﬁ; : S, G’f st Liha el '7?;
but it is clear that the rule can be easily evaded, and some modification of the condi- H ‘ ' IR

tion appears desirable. - '

Al

«
- oy
[

7. Asregards the question raised in paragraph.5 the Board ennc: o - L e :
limits of mining below the surface must coincide ?Vith the surfacerl()lou?(?:xl'?eesr :ggtﬂ?;: f ' e L
no man has a right to undermine adjacent property, whether vested in (overnment ’ S
or an individual, without permission. ‘ v

8. In paragraphs 6,7, and 8 Mr. Roupell points out ths ; ibilit R A
ance with Clause 3 of Rule 2, requiring thart) ﬁvle) laborers per l:;fg ?ﬁgﬁltgff ?’OTPII" S (-
employed on dond fide mining operations on cach block, Mr. Roupell sy tls'eou ax('l y
fication of the rule to the extent of requiring one laborer. per acre inste g(ig' ei' 2 Moch .
the Board think that self-interest may be trusted to determine whata o five, but
profitably employed, and if the rent of Rs. 5 per acre is not sufficient to t land
being taken up without any intention of working jt it would seem bett Prevent lan
the rental rather than impose a condition which cannot bé observed er to increase

9. There is another point not referred to in either of the letters above readx w: hich 7‘ foii
T )./" '
N ]

—

labor can be

the Board think requires elucidation, viz., Clause 4 of R ? o

merely requires that a notice of transfer of a mining leage shg}xeldz be gvggli i%x;d;tloz;
authorities in view to the register being altered accordingly there ig o l())'eo tior?c? . ' ;

it, but it is generally understood to mean that Government ‘resoryy to the?ngel§es thg : : h
power of prohibiting any such transfer,.and this is felt to be g hardship. inasmuch as
the time that must elapse before sanction can be obtained and the un%ertainty as to
whether it may be granted or refused operate to prevent the investment of capital
in the purchase of properties On,‘;Whlch_ mining rights have beeq conceded. The effect

T e
*

L ‘ : » e

e




PRIt et e e

AR A B S et s W VB, et S m, L

PRV S

Y O e v st

3

b

N g iy

Sl 1881, J{gé £
Gourd of ebowt,

, 4 s
L MADRA%V/QZ/7[FZ‘

To ,
" Tue SECRETARY 10 GOVT,,
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' I"i’.bcxxbmos, 25t Marcr 1881, No, 501.
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) NO. 501¢ - H

LY . _;{ s
\—_

- Lands—for mining )pu 08es,—Rubmitt
to.Gf*?ernment,lwi_tl.l remarlgi Iett'emsfi-lmf?lct‘gr?,%
misoner of Nilgiris and Collector of Malalay
reque.dng orders in regarq to applications for

L4 /

- /
A

1

J

B, S

[31st October 1881, No. 2572.

”,
4

, "I'é'" PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF Revexue, dated 31st October 1881.

’ - e, cone B ) .
Geutl—the following: lotter from E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the
Secretarygto the Board of Revenue,’ dated Mad;as, 21st October 1881,

0. § —

: |

WirH reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date 11th

instant, No. 1980, I shall be obliged by your furnishing me with a copy of G.0., dated

23rdvEebruary 1881, No. 353. I do not appear to have received a copy of this order, -
2. T shall also be obliged by your inforining me whether the form of mining leage -

set out in the Board’s Proceedings above referred to is to be altered 80 as to exclude
silver and precious stones. In the Board’s resolution only gold is mentioned ; and, in
altering the lease, some provision will have to bo made as to what is to be done with

" gold and (if excluded from the lease) silver and precious stones, if found in mining for-
other minerals. I should be glad to receive instructions upon these points.

Besolution—

Witk reference to paragraph 1, th_e"GbVernment Solicitor will be furnished with a
copy of G.0., dated 23rd February 1881, No. 353. -

2. Adverting to paragraph 2, the orders of Governrifent are requested on the
question therein raised. ~The present form of lease of lands for gold-mining is so worded
as to confer the right to mine for metals other than gold, and when parties pay the
higher acreage rate prescribed for gold-mining, the Board do not gee why they should
not be allowed to mine under the same lease for inferior metals ; they are, however, of
opinion that where a-lease is granted for mining for metals other than gold and gold ig
discovered, the lessee should be made to accept a gold-mining lease under the condi-
tions applicable thereto. The Board do not understand that it is the intention of Gov-
ernment to treat silver under rules applicable to gold-mining, and it will therefore come
under the category of¥‘2fetals otherthan gold.” Diamonds and other precious stoneg

must be excluded frpm:$ises of either description, ‘
t .’, %‘ ¥ » (A true Copy and Extract.) ,é(/:%
‘!‘thr ’ ’ Pl 4

¥ i
!
1]

- s : Cling Secretary, -
To the Government Solicitor, with copy of G.0., o
, - 23rd February 1881, No. 853, Revenue Department.
n- Secretary to Government, Revenus Department. w1, Co/‘7 4

‘Exd. A, F. Goodall'

NI L

i
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Ferxisuixe the Government Solicitor with
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394, and requesting the orders of Government
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