\ - GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. : )
‘ REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
2nd August 1880, No. 913.
o) . No. 3. READ THE FOLLOWING PAPER ;— ,
‘ From F. C. DAUKES, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India,
* ’ Home, Revenue, and Agricultural Department (Public), to C. G. MASTER,
Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Simla, the

23rd June 1880, No. 1,060.

I Ay directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter* No. 525, dated the

10th ultimo, recommending the grant of

AR B R e Dk L L ; , ey an honorarium of Rs. 2,000 to Mr. R.

‘WQZW%&#%‘? S et e e e £ e Al G W. Barlow, Commissioner of the Nilgiris, as a special recognition of his services
R : » ; $ in obtaining 7,000 1b. of Chinchona bark from the Melkunda plantation.

2. In reply, I am to say that, while acknowledging the good services

rendered by Mr. Barlow in the matter, the Governor-General in Council considers

* To the Department of Finance.

s
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SR that the proposed grant is inadmissible, and regrets his inability to accord sanction
S RSN s : o : thereto. :
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S 9 (True Extract.)

o ~ (Sigued)  C. G. MASTER,
| Secretary to Government.
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REevinur DepAnTMENT,
Ooracasux,

2nd August 1880.
No. 5.

No. 914.
To
' Tar SECRETARY 10 tup GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Howme, REvENUE, AxD AGRICULTURAL DreparRTMENT.

. Sir,—In reply to the concludine
Miscellaneous, portion of the legtgr noted in the may.
gin in which a report is called for as to
From Government of India, dated 23rd June the ¢ircumstances under which the Mel-

1830, No. 1,060, para, 8, asking for a report kunda Chinchona Plantation was aban-

as to the abandonment in 1871 of the 3fe]. doned in 1871 and has since been neg-

kunda plantation, lected as of no value, I am directeq
, to forward copies of the accompanying
Proceedings, &e., of this Government relating to this plantation.

2. In submitting the annual report on the Government plantations for

1869-70, the Commissioner of the Nilgiris reiterated the opinion—which he had
already expressed a fow months earlier—that it was “ not worth while incurring
further expense on this plantation.”

Przggedmgs, 21st December 1870, Nos. 401, He reported that the plantation con-

) sisted of two clearings—an upper and
lower at some distance apart—*‘‘in the great forest which covers the hills” in that,
locality, and that while in the upper clearing ** the few acres planted scemed to be
eaten off by the Sambar,” the trees (suceirubra) in the lower clearing, though
“ doing fairly well,” suffered greatly, he was informed, “ from the violence of the
monsoon winds.” The outlay on this plantation had already reached upwards of
42,000 rupees, and the Government observing that its cost (Rs. 562 per acre)
““exceeded that of all the rest,” considered it inexpedient to incur any further
expense on its account and called for the opinion of the Superintendent (Mr.,
MeIvor) “ as to the best mode of utilising the outlay already incurred.

3. About this time the Government* became ** desirous of effecting a sensible

o oeeedu, Tk February 1871, Now. g7, o1, goction in the charges an sckod i
- Commissioner if there was any prospect of effecting ¢ a sale on reasonable terms
of both the Melkunda plantations.”

They further directed that he should consider the expediency of abandoning
the upper portion altogether and of leaving the lower “ to develop asa Chinchona

copse,” stopping all expenditure not, necessary  for fencing, watching and collect-
ing the bark.” :

4. This decision wag communicated to the Secretary of State, and as the
Despatch No. 6 of 1871, dated 7t February, Commissioner reported that he despaired

b 3. 7’ of finding a purchaser on reasonable
P amgrajp . terms, he was told to turn the lower
Proces dinés, 8th June 1871, Nos. 84. 86 plantation “into a wild Chinchona wocd

; as an experiment,” getting rid, if Possi-
ble, of the upper clearing which wag * useless ** for Chinchona planting.



Lo

5. In his annual report for 1872-73, the Superintendent stated that the expe-1

- riment did not promise to be successfu

Ppocgegé’ngs, 13th September 1873, Nos. 98 and was accor dingly asked if he would
an . . ’

: *“ propose a small annual outlay in order
to clear the undergrowth.” Being unable to advocate any expenditure as the trees

. . 5 on were stunted and not of a valuable kind,
Proceedings, 3rd March 1874, Nos. 35, 36. while the plantation was much over-
grown, the Commissioner was told it need

not be retained.
6. No one had in the mean time come forward as a pux-cha,(slerhof1 the u}ipzl‘
S, . . . clearing, and both it and the ower plan-
Proceedings, 21st April 1874, Nos 162, 163. tation r,emaine d uncared for until, H;
1878, the Commissioney (Mr. Barlow) reported that he thought the trees stil
Proceedings, 28th October 1878 X 993 Temaining were sufficiently numerous to
294, B0 clober 0% 9% ake it worth while at existing prices to
collect and dispose of the bark. ‘
Upon this, after a thorough inspection and enumeration of the trees by 1\{)330;)'
* Proceedings, 5th Anp: .65, 66. C. Walker, it was resolved* to grub u
. roceedings, 5th April 1?79, Nos. 65, 66 the whole, and this e aince beon done
with the result already reported to the Government of India.
7. In conclusion I am to invite attent

ion to a recent reportt made by the Coni
T Proceedings, 2nd Jupe 1880, Nos. 42, 43 servator of Forests upon'these desertec

. ) . . plantations after personal inspection,
 which he gives it as hig opinion that thejp locality is unsuited to planting owing -
to 1ts ““ wind-blown exposed high elevation,”
A | I have the horior to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
g (Signed) €. G. MASTER,

Sccretary to Government.

‘ Exd. W, H, French,
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1on in the Nilgiri District.
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