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., Apstracr.—Reviewing reports of Co :ctors as to what they consider to be
scarcity rates’ in respect of the market-rices of second-sort rice and staple dry
grain of their respective districts. ; . .. . ... 0 . - et
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No. 37' ......
i 4 TEE Government see no’ sufficient
~.i reason for' the variations which appear =
) i o ..~ i,.in the rates proposed for districts sim- . -
ilarly eircumstanced and adjoining, Th. consider that the districts should be
grouped (Madras and the Nilgiris being trated exceptionally) and that an average
- should be struck for each group as represnting the scarcity price for each staple,
tl%elo?iqurrence of which is to be noticed i-+ he weekly telegrams to the Government -
ol lnaia. - ' SR B e
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l " PROCEEDINGS OF THE DoARD or. Revexte, dated 93rd February 1880.. R
; ~ Read the following letters :—-. - R :
: “From the Collector of Ganjam, - - dated 13th September 1879, No 212, o
. e ~,, -of Vizagapatam, 4 4th -,* woow 999, ¢ -
» -, of Godavari, 4 Yith o 7 o 2410 -
- w o w o ofKistma, s C12th o, w 02,050,
f "o GfNelere, T 'St ww 3,023 .
' » oy of Cuddapsh, =~ » 18the |, BV 1 24
: » ,  of Bellary, —~ '» S10th -, e ., A32.7
5 L ,  of Karnodl, . i 20th o, w o» 399
| B , " of Madras, — _» 3ad s 286
, » .,  of Chingleput, . » 20th -, » o 662,
; ' » - of North §root, . &th o w 8L
; ” ., of South Arcot, , 8th B T g 33T
: ” 5  of Tanjore, »  4th " o 30639
» .,  of Trichinopoly, - » 13th ” ’ , 282, ¢
% T » 'y ¢ of Madurs, R 2 T e 405
, ” ,  of Tinuevelly, . » 6th” -, N O
}. » L of Coimbatore, - s 20th » »o w 176.
: ., -~ Commissioner of Ziilgiris, 16th » 164,
{. ,,  Collector of Sslem, v,y Bthoy, e 205
: ” ,,  of South Canara, 3rd o .9 1603
I: . " » L] 0:’ M&l{lbﬂt, ST 2 lsth o” ) » 1:890' :

|
t
.
|
L

3

|

et e s i s

" Tae forcgoing letters, which are the .replics of Collectors to G.O., dated 23rd
the Board of Revenue what °

August 1879, No, 1,749, directing them to report through
they consider to be “ scarcity rates ”’ in respect of the m
rice and the staple dry grain of their respective districts,
information of Government. S :

arket "prices of second-sort

will be submitted for the

9. The Collectors’ estimates

differ Widelyl even

in the cage of adjacent districts.

“ gearcity rate

” “for second-sort

For instance, the Collector of Goddvari considers the

rice to commence at 8 scers of 80 tolas per rupee, the ordinary norinal rate being 20112
stna the scarcity rate is given as 10 seers

seers, while for the contiguous district of Ki

against a normal rate of 17-64 seers per rupee. Again in Cuddapah the scarcity rate

. is fixed at 111 secrs, while for Dellary it.

rates of both districts are mearly the same.

is given as 7-56, although the average
 Similarly, though the normal prices in

Y 12 . - - - » .
ordinary scasons of second-sort rice in Madura snd Trichinopoly are very rearly the
same, the searcity rates are given as 650 and 869 respectively.~"In some Cases, €9 -

Godavari, South Arcot, Tanjore ard Trickinopoly, the retes are higher than the prices

which prevailed during 1877, whea famine was 2t is height, and cannot be accepted. -

.

Similar dificrences appear also in the estina
© 3. Iligh prices are not necessarily the
often due to improved communications, rise

ted rates for dry grains.. .

result of failure of crops locally, but are

in wages, and exportation of food-supplies

to other parts of the country.

- to other part It is thercfore impossible to define the exact. point
‘at ‘which high prices indicate scarcity of food, but the enhancement: arising from . -
incrcased wages or other patural ‘causes is. uwsually slow snd gradual, while the

rise due to insufficient stocks or exportaticn to countries afiected by famine is gene-
rally rapid or sudden.. The Toard therefore propose to fix the scarcity rate sufficiently

high to exclude all disturbanc

es arising from natural causes, and such as are not '

likely to causo much suffering ; they do not think: that any distinction need be made
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’ ?ﬁt%@?.high pricos arisin

‘togs gﬁoﬁ’ l?;l ?ﬁh ¥ exportation to countries affected by famine. Ot ]
- nbtaimM; e irected to Teport the: prices as soon as the quantity of rice or dry gramn . Sy
. oblataal o almpee at ﬂ}e normal rates before the late famine falls by 40 or 50 per . R

ot 1o E;n tgg ?, such prices being regarded ag scarcity rates, to whatever cause , o
] the o 'whetherpmes may be due; it will then be for the Board and Government t,o
oo s whet )ranydactmn 18 called for, and if so, in what direction. 1f the Boardfl T } o : S
LI A uniform Pegéegzaene ?f’ the scarcity ratos for each district will stand as f..ollows- A S Rt ' ‘ S r
S L e Pto anomalies s if 40 e both dry and wet grains cannot bo adopted because it leads - ERT L : . ' e
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at caused b N
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being 40
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during the

5 » " Districts. : StaPlg' Grain, - -

of the three yearsending
the Board
r cent. below normal

18743-76.
wnd 6O per cont. in -the

ormal rateé, .0, avéragﬂ
by Collectors.
by
e
vago of dry grains.
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- yates in the case of rice

‘S‘i:aroit.y rates proposed
Scarcity rates proposed

famine year 1877

Arvem‘g.a price

st very Littls in éox,};ig Ctg%’,lt.‘ be takgn, the rates worked out for dry grains W}ll be | - ‘ — —
0 Wighfor scafcity ra{e . &l}{res:ent prices in some districts, and will not be suﬁicx.ent!y ERRRR o - N R ey
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