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: i; GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. ' © "~
. i REVENUE DEPARTMENT
‘!-‘if', 4 : 4 o N L
fL‘ i ’ ‘ 28th April 1880, No. 480.¢ I
571 ¢ . - ’ . A I R . . .-
!'?',7 b No. 251. “READ THE FOLLOWING PAFER i— | L I
| ‘ | F‘ I : From Surgeon-Major G. BIDIE, n.p., Supefinteqdent,r Gﬁférniﬁent , belatral S A
; i L Museum, to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue -~ R
) b ' ; : ER ‘Department, dated Madras, 1st Max_’ch 1880,.No"52‘..’ N g
‘ { .o In acknowledging G.0., No. 2_%,’ of 20th February 1830, I have the honor to : BTSN B
fa R £ request that the following explanations may be submitted to His Grace the Governor S I
in Council with reference to the rremarks‘sof‘ Major Clementi, who has assumed. = g
_charge of the Madras exhibits at the Sydney Exhibition. .~ = v L i R {
. e . i NPT ) o e T I A D IR T e b
Y2 In paragraph 6 Major Clementi observes that the show-cases forwarded =~ e
" from Madras were not suitable for the protection or advantageous display of the
‘articles, and that they were sent glazgd.j - For the sake of lightness and economy the © -
.cases were made of deal-wood™varnished, and as to,the ‘pattern it was simply a

modification of that used here and in every museum which I have visited'in Europe C .
for the exhibition of agricultural and other. raw products. The statement that . .
“the cases ‘ were sent glazed ” is a mistake, as the glass-was sent separately packed
‘to be put in on the cases being placed in position, and the framework ‘was grooved

___..,‘
——
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| tions were gent to the Ageuts in Syduey to distribute the. cataloguo amongst the
- mercantile class. It was never intended to supersede the official catalogne. One '

-
j%:
<

sttiking feature in the catalogue prepared by Major Clementi'is, that the whole .

-~ of the prefatory remarks from ¢ Toa * on page 7 t6:* Jute” on page 11, containiny .

; 'an account, with statistics of the chief Indjan products is' copied verbatim fromthe =~ - .
.- Madras catalogue without a single word of acknowledgement in'the catalogue. * * - o e

) VR in a way that allowed of the glass being’slipped in'and secured without putty., ‘Tt T
l / h Sl ‘will be observed that in paragraph 6 of his letter. Major Clementi advacates the _ S O
A R ‘uso of cases and suggests their_being sentfrom India, while in paragraph 10 he R C:]
et - recommends the use of bottles for holding exhibits. =~~~ ,
TR - 3. Inparagraph 8 it is said that the indigo came through the wrappersand ... oA
R -~ discolored some of the grains: I regret this much as every care was taken in’ R i
e - packing, but the ‘cases containing the articles were accidentally detained for » =, . JUEEE: N
S : whole month at Galle, ... ¥, * "% - and"this may account for this accident.” ., T
SN Some of the coffee bags are said to have burst, They were made of strong bazaar
' broy cotton cloth and the packages must have been ‘subjected to very rough usage to
& 1; causesuc"haresult.:" T ‘ Y B o
o f' i - 4. In paragraph 13 objection is taken to the Madras catalogue. Tn prepar-
S I i - 1ng the gollectiqp and the cataloguc my chief aim ivas to’ attract the' attention of -
b % : ; mercantile men in Australia to the articles sent, and the catalogue. was purposely
k{\ e - arranged so s to form a convenient hand-book for their. use, and' special’ instruc.
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