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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. '

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

7th October 1880, No. 1,313,
READ THE FOLLOWING PAPER i—

No. 125. From A. MacGREGOR, Esq., British Resident in Travancore and
Cochin, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Ootacamund, 23rd September 1880.

In my letter of 20th November 1879, printed with G.0., 6th January 1880, )
No. 18, I informed you that the Travancore Government desired to re-examine the
eastern boundary of the Cardamom Hills from Kurungolum to Kotay (the
Madura, Tinnevelly, and Travancore Tri-junction point) before definitely accepting
the water-shed line as laid down by the  joint Commission. Ihave now the honor
to forward a letter from the Dewan on the subject enclosing the report of Mr.
Bensley, Superintendent of the Cardamom Hills.

The locality is a very feverish one, and the Superintendent had to postpone

" his visit till after the gathering in of the cardamom crop, which thus brought him

to a most unhealthy time of the year, and the consequence was that he was utterly
prostrated by fever just as he completed his inspection. Hence the matter has
been somewhat delayed.

The report sets forth very clearly the objections to’the water-shed in.some
four or five special instances both as affording facilities to the Madura inhabitants
for committing frauds on the cardamom revenue, and also as interfering with
the due watch and ward of the Travancore frontier as maintained by means of
fixed posts from time immemorial, as well a3 by temporary outposts during crop
season. The actual value of territory involved is almost inappreciable, but the
interests likely to be sacrificed to Travancore, should the rights hitherto exercised
be hereafter barred, are very considerable.

The points where the Travancore Government apprehend difficulty, if the
boundary is kept strictly to the water-shed, are as follow :—

1. BMettoo Stations at—

(a) Puthenettampuddy.
(b) Tavaram.

(¢) Chellacoil.

(¢) Maythakaram,

Of these (a) might be removed without very great disadvantage. Still an expen-
sive trench (especially if rock is met with) will have to be made and maintained
against elephants, and no other site will be equally favorable for commanding the

pass; and (d) may be moved without detriment, and having been lately placéd east
of the water-shed ought to be removed.

The stations at (b) and (¢) cannot be moved without great inconvenience.
2. Cardamom Gardens— ' '

(a) Between Cuthera punja and Mankootly claimed by Tavaram
Poligar.

(%) Between Koty Mulla and Choolla Para claimed by Combay
Poligar. :

3. The Basin of the Shuranganar.—A tongue of land four miles long and ten
square miles in area inaccessible from Madura except through Travan-
core and hitherto used as a grazing station where fees are collected
by the Travancore officials.

4. Sites of temporary wateh stations used during crop season.—These seem

scarcely worth considering as the question of territory is not
concerned. ~
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In regard to the Mettoo stati ’

1 : tions, to render them eff it 1
sc())w(r)e(zirselgndmt%hts fshould be exercised as to seizure an(i3 ggzgziig:nlsorfxecesstf}ry tha(;;
ghoulé (b Ié excleurge?lref)r (frlfi }fvep if (;.ncl.uded within the British frontiegai.irllzs t{llxgy

: © Jurisdiction of the Britigh ivi imi
st L lct ritish Courts,
fo?; irigfgzxgi thﬁ ncart(%larélo}rfl gardens, it is necessary to preveli;; Stlgg%riﬁg geréf)nnlllll;}’
focl of s cu%gva tgo ! :hotu 1((31 ’ﬁ;agancore cardamom system should be enforced viz.,
! n 7 A t] ‘s
pioked receiving o oy o L n;)ver his crop to the Superintendent as soon as

muted i . .
The system essontial to protost, the 2023 into money at the selling price of the year.

. . ' . Jide cultivator of is -

in . A OL Cs d

thc;o;;;satgrrlx.t WII:lhr ezzg (;"ltghtl:\I that the Aen}mdar might establi:}id;:n g}iséslréiraltsorngg

oxpetionand if 1 T lc; 0. 3, the basin of the Shuranganar, difficulty would be

o aonced if it w © to be treated as an integral part of Madura. Itcanb hed
J passing the Travancore Custom-house at the head of the éﬁda?éia(c}lll%t

and then traversing the t i
Arbitrati g ract assigned to Travapcore in Mr. Hannyngton’s

‘mot. The linc already marked o] » the views of Travancore would be fudly
tions defined after preparation of %‘Lgnll):dlgig‘}ff as the boundary, and the reserva-

—

Excrosvre No, I

From N. NANOO PILLAY Bs
: sq., Dewan, to A, " : ;
Travancore and Cociun, dated Trivan?irum,hligtc gi?e%?ﬁ FSSé]O, I\]? ;lt};};élesig elr1§ Oq.f
, No. 4,549—R-1,500.

I-nave the honor to forward herewi

beby Kurungoioes o iorwar i ;‘ethh copy of Mr, Bensley’s report on the boundary line
ot 02[;3 ;[xfdwé]tlhle)e 1not(eladhtherefro'm how important it is to this Stat
roons and o, thre e:}gci etn ;-(;)‘:gtg:ttic};xyo:h& Watea-shed line should remain in the possession of

] : Ir cardamom revenue, which fi i
zﬁgio; h]l:) fthl(i}t:le:(\)rl:lﬁes of ,thlfs State. The two little cardamom g’axge::sht}fgggli sgtlzl}p:}: talr}t y
o ptlo val e, a.fe_ of as great, or even greater, importance than the Mettoo st E;;' Ny
oopeci Iylrg thegg:o iz;hcozg]x:edhﬁ{ {;he'a Zenmindar of Thavarom, These gardens are f;lcilo:lfl:;
: ur hills being easily transport . i
a3 the produce of those gardens, the thieves chmseI:E: %ggi;}gge;e’sa?g (&lmst;linncxeforwa?d claimed

3. ‘'May I thereforo request i
1 you will be good enough to move the ¥
that all t}lg places noted in paragraphs 16 to 30 of Mr-gBensle;";ercp?)rt]'}lriimsbgo‘lrlemment
remain with Travancore, excluding, if desired, the sito of the Maythakarum M' grt :1’; ored o
sion of which by Travancore is apparently recent. PHtoo, the posses-
4. I beg to invite your attention to the circam
1 b stance that 7 i

irirenemlly to })e laid down as b(;mg the natural boundary, v?ve I?a,vt;l ggfe};:éﬁ (‘)‘ atel:-slllled' 2o was

eyond the line, where posscssion has long been with o Lo In places
rights of ownership, S ~

e that some of the Mettoo

| Travancore, and where we have exercised
5. I beg also to draw attention to tho concluding paragra

that the right to locate watch stations in British territory duri Ph of the report, and to request

ng crop time may be conceded,

—

Excuosure No. I1.

From 0. H, BENSLEY, Esq., Superintendent and Magi
’ ) gistrate of th :
N. NANOO PILLAY, Esq., Dewan of Travancore, dated deta;fﬁfc}{‘%?f?ugﬂll;% 80
I nave the honor to enclose my report on the boundary. between Travancore and Mad .
Tadura

. from Poolanoor Kurungolum Peak to Kotay.

2. The line follows the natural water-shed botween th i
. . : . - e t
deviation being the country aronnd Coomilly, which being drggeif?:éqglefiaal:lif n’tl)yy :gz-lt)?f; epti
@ cia

means was in dispute until the matter was decided in § d
drainage declared to be diverted from its natural course. avor of fravancore, and the prosent

3. The live from Kurungolum Peak goes southward along ..
over Meechapillay, Puchapillay (called i§ .the map Shollelairllilﬁx)loﬁlyé l?lrllgk aJpnrleclllpxt%us ridge
Sholah, Manialakava, Chotapara Merde, Ranheennulla, part of Whicil hill draj ulla Theepady
Bodynaickanore Mettoo, Wattata Mulla, west of Dodavat Peak (a high molm’?S_ mtf1 Madura,
by the water-shed line), Keeramana, Para, Mutty Rethar Kanum, VVUngeoda, Per ia'tlltlla tAxl-io;:;g i g;l't];
¢ 3 1

Lhallaward, Warrakeel path, Ochilacootty Mettoo, Pillymulla, part of which drains into Madura
3

g

Mettoo.
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Punderacootty Mettoo, Puthoocota Mettoo, Rondapoora Mettoo. Here the line turns north again =~
to Euchatha Runda Mulla, throwing out Bomamamulla (probably the Bullymulla of the map),
south again over Koly Ruppuda Mulla, Thugil Malla (called in the map Degula Mulla),
Edduky Mettoo Cathuga Mulla or Cuddavoo Mulla as it is marked in the map. Thoondaman
Cotta Puthenettampuddy Mettoo, Athyuddy Mullky, Plancoonda Merde, Pillyaracotta Merde
(Poolearoot Mulla in the map), Nagan Moopen, Peramboo Cetty Mettoo to Coothery Punja
Mettoo. So far the boundary line is distinct and unmistakable, running as it does almost entirely .
along ridges whose eastern slopes descend in abrupt precipices into the low country of Madura,
but at about this point the eastern slope becomes more gentle, grass-land taking the place of

rocky cliffs.

4, The linc then goes over Coottychatawa, Attiywulla, Cadduwa, Mutheracootty (where
a small cardamom garden long in dispute between the Zemindar of Tawarum and this Govern-
ment is thrown out of Travancore), Pulchona Merde, and Mancootty. At this part the slope
towards the ecast is still more gentle and the line makes a curve throwing ont some land
where we have hitherto had temporary watch stations and a permanent mettoo called Tawarnm

5. Hence it goes southward over Kotamullay Choola Para, Combay Mettoo, Okarry
Tholoa Clapara Mettoo, Ethallapelly Mulla, Veerashungaln Mualla, Ramakul Mettoo. The
boundary at this part winds considerably and is not naturally clearly defined; the slopes on
both sides being gentle and no distinct ridges being found. :

6., From Ramakul the line goes past Vellapara along spur stretching into Madura, rocky
and covered with grass and small trees. Northwards from this point for a considerable distance
the boundary goes over hills so gently sloping on both sides that it is only by careful observa-
tion that the watcr-shed can be followed. It passes over Cunnanootty Mulla, Cunnamurr Ootty
Coothry cum Pallawy Mettoo, Aynerpothy Mulla Chelaputty ‘Tholoo, Parriakat Pudisherry, Mumja
Naicken Oottoo, Vellum Vagandapara, Chenna Ookerry, Raja Oodduppoo Anicut to Cumbum

Mettoo.

7. Taking advantage of the natural features mentioned above, the inhabitants of the low
country of Madura in former days made numcrous anicuts all along this part of the boundary.
They are now all out of repair, but some of them are works of considerable magnitude, and
show what labor the people of the low country will undertake to procure the boon of water for
irrigation,

8. From Cumbum Mettoo the line crosses Runjapeer Colum Anicut, Pootalpookanum,
Marld Comeba, Thanikanpara, Thowkerrikan, Mundy Para, Chinootta, Agylooth Rashyakolum
Wakyel, Erralakam Pucha Mulla, past Muchakul which drains into Madura, Taken Kunnavye,

~ Parian Ooppoo Cullavapara Vakyel, past Chellakoil Mettoo (which is on the Madura slope of

the hills) to Nayanshetta Colum Mulla.

0. At this point the-line comes to the Shuranganar river, which, having its source in
Kuttashoory Kanum, flows east into Madura ; the boundary accordingly turns west and winds
over Chowry Mecran Para, Wawa Peddavoo Merde, Washupudinge Mulla, Coshavacarta Mulla
past the source of the Annakerry Aar to Kutasherrykanim, this being the sourco of the river
Sharanganar. Thoe line again turns east across Mola Mulla to Coomillay Merde. Here it tarns
north over Koollashavaku Merde and Vurreutta Merde, and again south over Shembara-
kurruppan Mecrde, Amaramullay Merde, Coomilly Mettoo Mulla past Coomilly Mettoo over Vetty
Marutha Merde, Athecotha Mulla, Cocopara Merde, Mungal Davy, Porrypara Mulla, Mocolloo
Cardu Merde, Corulloolly Mulila, Coollypetty Mulla, Gootakul Merde across the path that leads
up from -Maythakarum Mettoo over Maythakarum Mettoo Merde, Culloovery Merde, Chooda-
pully Merde, Cheeta Mulla, Irrananga Merde, Thara Merde, Namen Merde, Coolunge Mulla
near the source of the Choorilly river which drains into British territory.

10. From this point it continues northwards over Peohatty Colum Merde, Parecownga
Mulla, and another hill above the source of the Choorilly river.

11. Thence the boundar_y turns south above the Millyar ridge. It coutinues east over
Cunny Marree Merde and Chinna Koomachy Mulla, then west over Nedanthyru Mulla, soath
over Shematta Mulla, Pucha Koomachy Mulla, Kurry Mulla, Chinnalkul Mulla, Kumaren Shaten

Mulla, Parcuddy Mettoo, Ellakul Merde, Ootacul Merde, Velly Mulla, Perumulla to Palvurun-

gum or Koray Peak.

12. Whilo the boundary thus demarcated generally represents the line that has hitherto
been considercd as such, there are certain portions that though situated on the British side
of the water-shed have hitherto been in'the possession of Travancore and over which Travancore
has exercised rights, - ‘ .

13. From Kurungolum to about three miles south of Pathenettampuddy Mettoo the
boundary is distinctly marked by nature, lofty ridges descending in abrupt precipices into the
Madura country on the eastern slope.
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14.  From this point southwards
greator area drains into Madura, and in many p) i i
It is accordingly in this portion ’that we find I{Lr?daces oty it ridg
thrown out by the line.

Kotay was, I should suppose, never explored unti

AN - » til the Bound

the line in the map being very diff é) oc nn undary Comt
water-shed follows, § very ciflorent from the oxt

16. Beginning at the ‘north the § i i i '
position of Puthenettan Puddy Mettoel,', ‘Ix"?i Point upon which any dispute could occur is the

. 3 » I3 I i
ary, the bulldmg 13 a permanent one, and chla;s i:tuate,d . yords to the east of thio bound-

y . : ng occupied 1 iti i
P aty chosen on account of its being safo fromn cleghants. T1 o Vhich was
. : a pomt of very great importance as b t i
safe place could be obtained elsewhere, though not in quite suc{l ahseui(;(;,?)ﬁr;f:éznfgf aa“\tlx:trgg})l ;
A .

17. There is an important fact to be i
;)u (;he pattl; le?.ding fromhthe low countr nd they e Tith peard to L’Ietitto?s ghth?l’ mliSt ble
0 draw attention to with regard to Tawaram Metto S Goveramont Loy |
3 ( regar 0, wher T !
:Lc;rllgue:xerctlﬂed lt;s‘ rights ; it 1s sitnated most, favorabl§ for t%: l;sn‘lg:;’:%?ore\l(}&vemment has ,
’ pon the most frequented path leading to the cardamon hillsp It thisal\fte(zté?)obge?gu;z?e;
. : e

there 1s no water at all near the wai
r 3 er-shed T 3 ;
doring Trayaeoor o o hithorte Dow ed on the Travancore side, and I think that consi-

line should be altered so0 as to include tha,

where it now is, which would be no more
in Comelay.,

18.  South of Cutherapunja and bet 4
and of little value in itgelf, thrgwn out byvf})leenx:g:;r?lrifeManCOOt

19. This has long been claimed b i ‘
3 . d by the Zemindar of T . X
was made the subject of a snit against Mr. Munro, forxgerl;vggggﬁgi;iifoffregﬁ:rgaféi%?ées .
amom

Hills, who was not allewed by the Sirca,
. \ rt . . i
tion betmpars not al Govern}r,n the ! o attend as'the matter in point was a political ques-

20. . This garden though in itself of Ij
. : oug of littlo valuo ma r i
collect before making raids upon the neighbouring ’l‘ravgnc%rzvgsz?ti,amfsn;xigofgg Zl;f:g bt;

N . . « . B
which detected thieves Inay escape justice, as they will say they obtained their cardamoms from
ater-shed boundary line.

y 1s a cardamom garden, small

1t It is, however, unfortunately undisputably thrown out by the w

2l. A small garden of a similar description lies betwoen Kotay Mulla Merde and

Choolla Para, and is claimed by the Comelay Zemindar ; this is not situated very near the main

cardamom gardens and is consequently not of so much importance as the last named
22, The next point to be noticed is that in the er i .
. J . 0p season t i
tvliu'lous potmts on the eastern slopedsIespecmlly between Cputherapur‘:;: :gds ta’i‘t;?:ruaz;e %\)Ilgtcfo%;n
hiese are temporary erections, and I am unaware wheth i i ;
those aro tompora possession.’ | whether this can be considered as a founda.
23. Between Ramakul and Chellakoil Mettoo the water ine is i
X 1 -shed 1
derably west of the immediate slope to the low country, but the lamdI Iilsse ;2 lsl(l) oo
nterspersed with stunted trees, that its being thrown out cannot be consider

24, Chellakoil Mettoo itself is on the British side of ¢

ag stated with regard to Tawarum Mettoo cannot in my opinion be moved ‘consistently with

the interests of the Sircar. In fact if it is removed £ i
. . . el rom Tte : : .Y :
sible to find a site for it near water on the Travancore sidel.t ® prosent position it will bo tmpos- '

ny places consi-
poor a nature, grass
ed as any loss.

he line, and for the same reasons

25. The next and greatest deviation fr ine 1 .
river, which takes its ris% in Kuttashoory szifxlll Z,b?)ﬁit Iflclflrx)' :;%Zslsv::si bgdt]of B emngunr
The water-shed lino thus has to turn due west from the ridge aboveoGﬁc;alﬁ ind ab
fogr I]%lleS in, and then turn roqnd the source towards the east again. Thus a lr’ Wltn . ouz
land six or eight square miles in area and stretching straiglit into the hills is e(;lt:gludo;dgufio(x;l

e cxtreme slope.

T'ravancore.

26. This consists of grass land and ig N
.S g good grazin ;
existing tholoo or cattle station shows that Travancore Ezs hag p%‘:(s)gggoiogf ﬁ?xg:l:.,ctigld o z?ng
owners of cattle grazing on this land have always paid fees to the Sircar, - portion, .

27. The boundary if taken straight across from N. ' ’
. . ] h ,
Mefde would 1ncludp this land, which can be of no use toa%'l{;;l s}gfﬁ%&%ﬁi&ﬁﬁ% qto.yurreatga.
be reached by passing through Travancore territory, 23 1L can only

28. South of this the only instance of the Sircar havi i '
b vin
the boundary is at Mythagarum Mettoo ; this Mettoo has only rgc;czelg{]; 205981111 Zerﬁiisslffef: SZX:);
might just as well, if not hetter, be placed on the Travancoro side. 7

. -7
r o

oy {

Revexve Departyent, 718 Octoser 1880, No. 1,313.

-

29 Tt will thus bo seen that tho Mettoos of Puthenettampuddy, Tawarum, Chellakoil, and
Llaythakarum are thrown out ; Maythakarum Mettoo has lately been removed and had better be
placed in Travancore. The other three have long héen in their present positions, and only

one, viz., Puthenettam Puddy, can in my opinion be moved consistently with the interests of,

the Travancore Government.
30. A large strip, the bed of the Shunganar, always hitherto belonging to Travancore, is

thrown out. . .
31. The right of stationing watch-houses on the eastern slopes wherever the protection of
tho cultivation of cardamoms is concerned shounld, I consider, be insisted upon by His High-

ness’ Government. N

OrpER THEREON, 7th October 1880, No. 1,313.

UnpER the explanation afforded by
the Resident, His Grace the Governor
in Council is pleased to approve and
sanction the proposeddeviations from the water-shed boundary, which are considered
very important in the interest of the Sirkar’s cardamom monopoly; the Mettoo at
Maythakaram, which was only recently placed there, being removed to Travancore

territory.

No. 126.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Sceretary to Government.

-

To the Resident in Travancore and Cochin.
s, the Board of Revenue.

»» the Superintendent of Revenue Survey.
;» the Political Department.

.Exd. W. H. French,

65 Copies,
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