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E GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

“5th April 1879, No. 794.

No. 63. READ THE FOLLOWING PAPER : —

From Captain J. CAMPBELL WALKER, Deputy Conservator of Forests on

- Special Duty, to J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government,

Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund, 2ath January 1879, No. 48,
(through the Commissioner of the N ilgiris).

Wit reference to 3.0s., Nos. 1,734, 1,797-A and 1,936, dated 28th October,
7th November and 2nd December 1878, respectively, I have the honor to report that
1 bave just completed the enumeration, &c., of the trees on the abandoned Chin-
chona Plantation at Melkondah.

9. The clearing was a work of great difficulty o?ving to the dense and thorny
nature of the undergrowth which had sprung up and surrounded the Chinchona
trees, which could not be burnt withour destroying the trees themselves, and the
absence of available labor at or near the place.

We had eventually to get Moplah labor from the Blavani valley below, and
although the clearing has been suflicient for the purposes of enumeration, and the
work has been carried out within the estimate of Rs. 400, it is not satisfactory, and

in some portions of the plantation leave ~_.ach to be desired.

3. The upper portion of this plantation site in which Acres 7:03 was cleared
and plrmtcd by the late Mr. Mclvor is, as :fh'eady reported, perfectly bare of trees,
and it is only the lower portion to which this report refers—the arca cleared being
Acres 3563, of which only Acres 93-88 would appear to have been plauted. The
total area handed over to the Chinchona Department at Melkonda was Acres 54433,
of which Acres 33505 was heavy forest.

4. The enumecration gives 8,947 trees remaining alive, of which 3,264 are
of fair growth, averaging 12 to 15 feet; in h.@glit and U inches in circumference at
41 feot, from the grounds the remainder, viz., 5,633 tress, q'beu'lg stunted and com-
paratively valueless. The whole _may be clagsed as C. Succirubra, though there
are a few hybrids (chiefly C. Anglica) and C. Mierantha. - .

5. It may safely be estimated that the 3,264 fairly-gr:own trees would yield
Ibs. 6,000, and the smaller omes 1bs. 3,500 of dry bark, making a total of lbs. 9,500,
were they rooted up. This quantity ab 95.-6d. per 1b., the low sale rate at which I
hiave estimated the bark of the Succirubra species in my report (page 40, paragraph
74), would realise £1187-10-0 ; but from this, the cost of collection, drying, packing,
carriage, &c., would of course have to be _deducted. These charges would be very
high owing to the situation of the plantation and absence of communications. On
the other hand the value of the unopened forest land may be considered consider-
able, and I think that Government, should they decide on selling the plantation site,
may fairly fix Rs. 10,000 as an upset price.

6. I regret extremely the delay in submission of this report which was
unavoidable. -1 would respectfully urge on Government the necessity of passing
early orders as to the retention or disposal of the Melkondah Plantation.

“Although I do not apprehend danger from fire from without, there is the greatest
danger within the plantation itself, which 1s enhanced, not diminished, by the recent
clearing ; the dry brushwood being, of necessity, left lying between the trees with
a rank growth of grass and weeds springing up, a spark would set the whole place
in a blaze and destroy every tree. :

7. Should Government decide on retaining the plantationa thorough- clearmg
and weeding must at once be undertaken at considerable expense, and extension in
the more sheltered portions of the forest, as suggested by the Commissioner, would
appear advisable. : ‘

Should Government decide to sell, the sooner it is done and the risk transferred
to the purchaser, the better.
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4 .5 n ac&ount of the naccessibility of the site, difficulty of procuring labor,

f! and ensuring adequate supervision, I do not hesitate to recommend the Litter course.

}:h‘“,"i ulréady in Cl;apts.r TII olf my report indicated the direction in which I

ousider Government action in the shape of pioncering and developine Chinchona
]?lantn}g n S0“tht:-‘t'_n In-dla will be most profitably dircc?ed. It (]oegi not inclulde the
retention or extension in another (the fourth) locality on these Hills.
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i SupMITTED to Government for earl i i

i . ) arly orders with reference to this office letter,

6{ ' No. 202, dated 15th October 1878, recorded in G.0., 28th October 1878, No. 1,734 |
£ OorAcANUND (Signed) R.W.B ;

: o ) Ry g - W_BARLOW,

£ | . 28th Junuary 1879. Commissioner.

iU .

; ] No. 66. Orper TuEREON, 5th April 1879, No. 794.
! R )

3‘; Miscellaneous. . Ix G.0., dated 7th November 1878,

i | : No. 1,797-A, Captain  Walker wus

; deputed to report specially on the M¢l- .

kondah Chinchona Pl:_mtation, inperfectly noticed in his previous gencral report’
on Chinchona Plantations.  The Commissioner of the Nilgiris now forwards this
officer’s report, and the question is raised whet her the Mélkondah site shall again
be offered for sale, or whether operations shall be continued there on the part of
Government. B

- 2. It appears that of the site measuring 54435 acres, 335:05 acres were origi-
mally heavy forest, of which 35-53 acres have been cleared and 2388 acres have
; been planted. The plantation now contains 3,26t C. Suceirubra trees of fair
¢ growth and 5,863 stunted ; so there are altogether about 373 trees per acre, and
[' about 160 per acre of fair growth. Looking to the acreage now given it does not
23 appear that the loss of treesin this long abandoned plantation has been so consider-
"{? 3 able as was at first supposed. Mr. Melvor’s estimate of 65,254 trecs, quoted at
[4

g NIt L
St it b b

N g i

paragraph 24 of Captain Walker’s general report, was made on the assmption that
75 acres, or three times the real quantity, had been planted. Tha value of the bark
now obtainable has, on the supposition that the whole would bo coppiced, been estima-
ted at about £1,200 ; but from this would have to be deducted the cost of gather-
, ing, drying, carriage, &e.
3. The proposal to offer the site acain for sale is not now approved. Nor
does it scem advisable to coppice, where the siteis so cumbered with other erowth.
“ . The Government direct that the bark be harvested by felling and. gmbbin:;’D up the
¢ whole, after which the entire Mélkondah site can be retransferred to the Forest
i’ Department. This method of harvesting will secure the root-hark and thus
increase the return, and will also afford useful and interestine informition a5 to
the value of root-bark, and the quality of the bark generally C\:'}xen left entirely to
natural growth., The Commissioner will see that a reliable and thoroughly com-
petent subordinate is at once deputed to the task, which should be exicdited to
the utmost. The result will be carefully and fully reported on in due course.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. H. GARSTIN,
Acting Secretary to Government.

B s el ity SEWY SHUIE N
-

‘

To the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.
»» Captain C. Walker.
»» the Conservator of Forests. .

Exd. W. H. French.
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