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No. 67.. - ¢ From A. MACKENZIE, Esq., ¢ rman of the Chamber o:f Commerce, to the -

" Acting Chicf Secretary to Governme - duted Madras, 21t October 1878,

he Chamber have had under their con! *ration the Proceedings of Government,
J udicr{al Department, - dated 19th August'i's .3, No. 1667, on the -subject of legal |
mercantile holidays. b o . . .

9, In paragraph 6 of the Order of .G -;'fmment the Chamber note that His
Grace the Governor in Council is of opiniC that before any further action is taken,
actual, not supposed, cases of har_dshlp sho  .oe stated in order that it may be seen
whether the grievance suggested is a real a - §ubstqnt1a} one 't-hat cannot }?e remedied
without legislation, or that may be removf - ¥ legislation without prejudice to other
parties.” ) . _ ; _ |

3. ¢ Dispute,” “inconvenience,” or - annoyance, would P’etter express the
more usual consequences of the present unce unty than “hardship,” but the Chamber

- can mention two cases of actual hardshi  or loss which have occurred during the

-

pregent year. S S ) .

-~ 4> To December last the Steamer Tun's Was chartered at Bombay for England
and completed loading by the 15th January ; ”the\ Captain claimed demurrage for
coveral days during the “ Christmas holidgys” on which no work had been done.
The chartercrs refused to admit the clal.m, ﬁ»leﬂdl{lg that holidays were not W_Orkmg
days—and he then refused to sign the Billy of Lading except under protest, with the
infention of elaiming his demurrage befor¢ gLViIRZ up the goods at port of delivery.
The charterers refused to allow him to put any rem_arks on their Bills _o‘f Ladmg, and
claimed a clean receipt for their goods. The Captain then refused to sign any Bills of
Tading, and left the office on his way to the ship, first faking up all the Mate’s receipts
for goods shipped. The charterers immediately gave him into custody on a charge of -

"theft of the said reccipts; his departure "m the port was delayed for a couple of

:n conscquence, though previously th - dp had steam up ynd was ready for sea.
%éiirﬁh?casg came,up fof ﬁlx)lal dispoZal ¢ ore the Magistrate, it was dismissed on
the ground that the Captain’s conduet was . ngxscreet, but nothing worse,” and that
there was “no evidence of criminal intention to support a charge of theft. The
Captain went to sea without signing Bills of Lading ; how the matter was ultimately
cottled the Chamber has not learned, but no doubt by payment of the demurrage claimed
in England before delivery of the goods.

5. The Barque Elliott, Captain W.-A. Mackay, was loading at Cochin for Londen ,
last December and January. By her Charter Party forty weather working days were
to be allowed the charterers for loading, &e. |

6. Before the Christmas holidays, notice was circulated by the Superintendent of
Sea Customs at Cochin that the Custom Ilouse would be closed for the Christmas
holidays from 22nd December to Wednesday 2nd January, both days inclusive, but
that emergent business could be transacted on payment of extra fecs.

7. Onreceipt of thisnotice Captain-Mackay sent notice to charterers’ agents that
he claimed continuance of loading on all the days named by the Superintendent of Sea
Customs, except the usual holidays of Christmas day and New Year's day, but rather
than cause dispute he would himself pay the cxtra custom fees. :
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