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T T Report‘onTa;farSilk., |
- Read the following paper:— - I I

T SR No.1.  Fromike Chief Secretary to the € rernment of Bombay, to lbe'Acz“z'ng Cl;i(,{[ f R =
S Secretary to Government, dated Be Say Castle, 23rd January 1879, No 162 - -

S o S Lo S .' f e - In continuation of my lctter, No. 985, ted the 28th March 18.77,.1'@1‘ drected 3
L : o a | ' ' : | . toforward herewith ten copies of Major Co smaker’s account of his experiments in .
‘ ~ Tasar Scriculture during the past year. : - B
. _ i
ExcrostrNo. 1.

o | . . e * From Major G. COUSSMAKER, Assistant Sup'_-intendent, Revenue Burvey, to the Secretary B g
. : S IR R to Goverument, Gereral Department, da'd Jangaon, Abmednagur, 10th January 1679, -
T S L . . : 4 e Tasar Sericulture,

- . i " T have the honor to submit, for the informatio: of Government, the following sccount of my -
e i ‘ : S0 * experiments in Tasar Sericulture during the past :tfu‘ —- o T f’;P
- ‘ "~ 1. As mentioned in my last report, dated 11 May 1877, when I left Poona on fanine
N R o : ‘ 4.t relief duty, I gave over everjy;' thing Ic:gnnected wd the subject to Mr. Woodrow, the Superin-
. - tendent of the Government Botanical Gardeus, {n'nesh-Khind, including the cash account of
LI , ’ : s L o upees 874-7-6. In Docember 1877 ‘T wastrant1 ed from the Dharwar to the Poona Revenue
) . . s?‘ © ' Burvey, and on my return to the station of Poona infuly 1878, for tho monsoon recess, I resumed
... charge of the experiments. The cash balance theramounted to Rupecs 421-5-3. :
L 2. My former experiments, us well as those onducted by Mr. Woodrow, had proved that -
" it was a mistake to attempt to rear these worms on wigs, either those cut from roadside tl‘e*?jf, or
' from those which had received some care and attentyn in & garden ; and that the plan most Jikely
S ¢ to succeed was to foed them on shrubs in localitie;where they could be protected from their
e ~© ' enemies, and, if need be, from unfavorable weathc. With this view I began to collect young
SRR I’]ﬂ-nts. ; . - . . S Lo .
- 0.+l 3. T had noticed in 1876 that the tasar wom throve well on Lagerstremia Tudica, an . ‘ !
v Tl e . .. % ornamental shrub, fairly abundant in the cantonnnt of Poona; this is a plant which throws -
e . % upagood many suckers during the monsoon, andl soon got a few plants’ together. . { took a I B
! o _ coo 5 house which was well supplied with shade and watr, and my gardenvr, managed to coliect 172 : .
N : v 1 plants between December and July, muny of them mly a few inches high, but some were large
: o v © enough to be of use. There were slso in the grouncsix bushes, sud my first care, When I came ‘
' : o in from the districts, was to cut them all back to tb hard wood, and apply to their rootsa fair ‘i
. . K * amount of manure. Tho eonsequence was that as pon 8s the rain commenced the plauts shot i
. .. " .. most freely into leaf. SR . - :
: . . - - B : 4. Mr. Woodrow had xot been alle to save aw seed cocoons, but Ihad found three female
' ‘ ‘ ' . 7 coroons in the distriets, and the Marathi woman, tho bad been my chief assistant in looking
A . - . Lo { " after.these worms before, had collected twelve. I 1 bLad several moths from these cocoons, and
- ‘ R i found, as I had noticed before, that there was no diralty in getting an abundant supply of fertile -

ceseary to put them out overfiight on - o
" any bush, and it was almost a certainty to £nd then paired at daybresk. - I found that it was wot
necessary to tether them ; they rarely moved from

~t
o
<

it

)

i S « eggs. llardly any females were wausted ; it wns cly ne

lie {wig oo which I placed them.  Ag fast as

the young worms hatched out, I put the trays cosaining them among the leaves of the plants,

) et r andinafew hoursthey commenced feeding. The wather was every thing I could desire, showery ‘ |
L0 0 1 witha fow breaks of fine weather ; the bushes wer full of young shoots, and the worms throve ' ‘ f
. .. . sslhave never secn them thrive before. I tied hemboo screens _togethqr and covered over the . ‘-
— . - plantsas they stood in tho open. The worms chaged their skins at intervuls of 4—5 days, o P

F . | Lo .+ 1instead of 5—8, as had heen the cose when I reared tem in-doors on gather'ad food, and they spun _ :
: ' R o thelr eeeoins fn 20,85 days, instead of 4000, ae * hod o ted bbiie, Tl ‘.“f“‘h" Sitlie vl of E ! :

B D e T o ‘ ' ©" " these cocoons in 95—30 di;ys, uL4 ilivir egge provel ferﬁlq.wgroducmg ca.terpxha;s which grew .

r : _ - » .y asfast and as large as the first. The only differenciibat I observed was that thé “ cemont” of 5

the cocoons of the Later crops was less uniformly whte; this mey bave been duo to the changes
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i the weather o

r the quality of the leaf, i
this mouseon,

bs having been eaten off throo and four times

proved | 1 food ; it flushed so quickly that a plant, 2

' A ;- - ’ .
X . N > f ma ’ IR h . ‘.
: quite hare dand repotted, wus again 1n thick leaf In : L _ ' ) -
oxim‘gt}r and tha same batch of Worns :gain, ﬁx changing the plants and in daily ‘ v , :
Xnining the eages, g few accidents ope 100 worms yielded 71 co0oons, W e . » ' ’
6. T enclosed B8 old Qurissa carnng had neither been pruned nor manured, wi 5‘ o . : : . \ »
bamhon gcrogns aud Liberated 50 wopmps tl the course of & manth, I gathered 31 cnc_f;{:r; e _ : '
6 lLittle Izn*ger_thun thoso of thy, Lagorstro - , much harder and yellower.  The eaterpi ver [
_ Becmed to thng‘e a little better op thisbw = . mplatoly stript it, but the tree did not jreco w
- uickly, and gig pop ¥yiold anothoy supply 28 whole monsgon,' d o s
oy ot LUt six wormg op to a young , Uiha treo in my garden, but neither encloz!;e SRRy )
1 prune‘d 1%, nor manypeq i, Ithad s - of leaf and flower on it, and the w ?rm;pnd T
S a ;’lh- They grew vory large and healthy ovory stage of their existenco a litt ° atﬁan A & \ :
OL some of the same batcly feeding on La, . I'ive cocoons werg spun hore, larger SR ' . . .
a0y that [ hag gathered from off tho othy l lo el ‘ | '
oo 8 Tletthe Dajority of the moths { 9% 838002 08 the malo has loft her, tho {f’ﬁ:d BRI ’
- 18 quite ready t0 g0 and Inok for suitabl doposit her e g9 on. I had not mmug-hioh Al
or Tiorg t{mn_lOU VOIS ot o time jpp - Mpound, and almost every attempt “lq and R B )
"}'}’;W at hl‘l_ugmg them up cliowhere, @ ¥, by the screens, failed. Crows, squirre " ) i ‘
ouher cnemieg carried them off, and I hg T single coooon ; but in my own com Pot,lic;]t. BN
c(znhnuad to rer g fewat g time, clan iy, - d1m oue trea to another as nyozmd it expfl with : |
18 rosult of the Xperiments whioh | my A mo plainly that plants in the S’;’l‘i;ﬁer the ' L
O Without sureang OFer them, gave the - stablle food ; that it mattered not w h‘ Lager- L
grox,mg_shonts wero eaten dowy by the cat . orcut off by the runing shears. ‘T[ Gl’md that - )
omia ever “brouted again, g jt was o very limitody supply of food wkich i
Preventsd g Tearing many more worms, e kly o
7 ,9' From the singlo experiment I ho oned, Carissa does not seem to m";°""‘{,q$§hes, N . )
AZYPRNs seomy to ETOW very fast, prinoip .4, extremitios of its long straggliog ¢ T owth. ‘ ‘_’ : B
Ut s only hag 0no tree in wy compou -« not bo sure about its usual habit o gr}mme ' N
to ) . Teked s2ma of the 6oaoons gat “@ench of thasa tlree trecs, and sent them 1 ha 2 /
fl‘tg War'ﬂe. asking hip to give e an on the qualities of the respective ﬁbm{‘%,oo(uow o ‘
po 00 bura g Ijura] 0000ns cloan.d, " ther, togothor with those which Mr. me GBIty ! !
?_107_1 Land, to thg Alliance Milig ip 13, “econverted futo yarn. I havo kept s0 4
Ao C‘JCO@S for noxt year's experimonts, s 353 Lager- 4.
& reps 11. Lhiaga £0t together o good m g5 for novy 8eason’s exporiment ';,tings 1. )
: ‘('f‘""“" 1 irlica, 11) Lagerstrwiz parvif Conocarpug latifolia, plants and ou tomentoss ' - S
. l"’i’f?i 2 in leaf; ‘alen 13 Carissy o 135 Zizyphus jujibe, 105 Pentaptora will but - e ‘
toha 035 thery gp besidog 3 Zizyphus 1y {he compound ; and if my gardener experi- - I
“X8 care of thegs Lu'ing my eight mon snce from Poona, I hope to resume my AN . . i
Uients mlflﬂr hetfx}r O.U.Splces. ' i lo wne ' ‘,w’ B . .
: , , , ' :
. 2. The pagt feason has been v gooretia for tasar worms, Mr. Lyle, ;vho werd S .
Y Bing them ¢ 5 *mall oxtent ot Iy ¢ 1876, tells mo that some of the me‘nons as they | ‘
, d",r him then, 8o to him lataly ang -4*clim whether he wanted any piore coco he cou ) o : -
I ‘ Lf.ﬁ1~¥ﬁn. feveral. 11g hg 'Pened to Lo gt Rpot and sent a man to seo how mnn)l’no ecple i e .
}12‘1“ﬁt ""lf-hin_ 3 honrs, ie carae huck with 309, and said that Lo had heard th"'It fno gell huve
al " 1“511 tu&xng them into Toona for sala, Frsumally to the native physicians. y o i
rea, Y fougd Wany morg Casunlly this yuar & tho distriots than 1 asually do. . forming the .
” tlu: During the four monthg of the ronsoon I *pent Rupees 136-8-9 ;qu ([)eedinS' I . )
£ _Ii Zl'c:xons_l bave foumerated jn paragraph 11 and ig [rotecting the worms w dl tailed account |
? :if”l 254‘,]2-6 left out of the money plael at my disposal 1n 1875, and 8 de . f
- R expenditure hag hegy submittad as usul to the Accountant-General. A ‘ o,
. s, £ . : B v
\T 9 : . . ! . _ N
No. g, Ozper TUEREON, 18t Tebruary 1679, No. 143. 0. dated ; R
124] Com.mwlicatcd to the Revenue Jepartment in  continuation of G.0, e
" April 1877, No, g5, . S
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