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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . '
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,. '
AR . 4th February 1879, No, 160.
) . i ) .o ) . ) l
o o .. Books and Publications. -
.+ . Read the following paper:— R
No. 19. Despateh fram the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India.’ -
Statistics and Commerce. : | 'Ixnm OrricE, Loxpoy, ..

v No. 44. « Ttk November 1878,
% My Lorp Dure,—I forward thirty copies of a work by Mr. Robert N. Cust,

- . entitled ¢ A Sketeh of. the Modern Lan-
Through the Stores Department. guages of the East Indies;” and I also

“enclose herewith a copy of a letter from that gentleman, dated the 5th August last, in ’

_ refercnce thereto, and of a note thereon by the Librarian of this Office.

2. Irequest that the work may'be distributed -amongst such Tnstitutions and
individuals as your Excellency may consider. the best ,qu:_ﬂ'i_ﬁed to supply eriticisms
which may hereafter be utilised by Mr. Cust in a second edition. S

. e | ' - .. 1 have, &e.,
To His Excellency the Most Noble: T B
' The Goyernor in Council, Fert St. George. .

’ ' - . i
Excrosvee No. 1.7 .

COPY.

vSm,—-I have tho honor to request that you will Iay before the Right Honoralle ‘HorjMaj astyls -

., CRANBROOK.

Secrctary of State for India the enclosgl vetume on the modern’ languages of the _Ez;st’lx;}dies, ‘

which I have prepared at a considerable expenditure of labor and money. .. ...

2. .1 believe that I may say that no general sirvey Las ever been prep'z.iredi in so mu_«i-h‘} .
detail and gocompanicd by langnage-maps. Indeed, it would not have been possible to make one - -

until the present period, which has been cxtromely prolific in books and contributions to periodi-

“cals of linguistic research. I have to thank Sir Erskine Perry for the first suggestion of a-
" Yengfize-map. -1 believe that a knowledgo of the language of the peopleis a very important -

- fatdor of good governmient, and I fear that there is a tendeney to »iutyo«.luoe a Court-lnnguagg
“unintelligiblé to the lower classes, and that in some parts of Dritish India tho baneful system of
interpreters is had tecowrse to. . In the Educativnal Departroent I fear that some important
languages nre ignored., There are & million of Gonds in the Central Provinces. Are tlero any
(tond schools P~ The Missionuries find it necessary to teach in the actual vulgar tongue of the
~ puople. . Lo o o e
3. My object in devoting three years’ labor and undertaking the pecuniary risk of thig
volume is to popularise the knowledge of all the languages of India, and to place before the
officers of Govermmnent a sketch of the languages spoken in_each provinee. - My book is no doubt

£

‘Loyal Asiatic Society, may have cnabled me to avoid many. At anyrete, T an ready to correct

~ them if I can got-the hook eirculated and uitention dinwn to it snd my object in addressins
you is to request that {he'Secretary of State will please to take one bundred copies and distyihyt o
them among the different Provinces of India, with a letter calling attention to the very impnrtax;t
7 subjuct: of tho vernacular languzge of each province. I would gladly place the volumes at the
disposal of the Government fres of cost, but the maps bave been 50 costly. My work is not for
profit, but for the benefit of India, snd I hope in fiva years to publish a sheond edition, T 4
‘the liberty of calling the attention of Her Majesty’s Seeretary of State to¥m splon
the causo of linguistio science, of Biskep Caldwcll, Mr. Bumell of the Madra

1 I take
did services, in

i : ,

LYy : ne) g Civil ferviee, -
© 3 Mr. Deamer’of the Bengal Civil Serviee, Professor Monier Williams of Oxford, and Dr En;%é

+ Truwpp of Munich. Iwmight mention others: these scholazs have, in addition to the tollsome

—

" full of errors, though perhaps my exteusive acquaintance with oflicers of Governmert snd .
Missionaries in every part of India, and my free access to the libraries of the Indin Offce and
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Pubric DEPARTMENT, 411 FEBRUARY 1879, No. 160,

A e i,

s

: : ' : bkl inpuistic scieuce
duties of their office or profession, found leisure to make lasting contributions to Lnguistic scie ’_;‘
and seemn to deserve some honorary acknowledguent. -

64, Sr. Grorce’s Suuare, 8.W., (Signed) ~ R. CUST. |
: Oth Augnst 1878, ‘ A )

»”

~ Ewcrosuke No. 2. - N 4
U o Note by the Librarian,

“Mr. Cust’s survey of the languages of India is the first. book ever written on the su’r‘uu(]:ltulr?
- any detail. The part treating of lither India has been iOt up- ‘mth_ greater eare, flll'l‘ is .I‘{.,“);
trustwerthy than the remainder. The chapter on the Dutch and Spanish Enst Tndics is ”If;‘ (H not
open to considerable improvement. The book, in its present form, is merely {entative. e -
intended for schools or colleges. -DBut if copivs were placed with officers in India huvm‘il("t}']n‘l% _
tunities for testiug the statements made, and for making the reqmmfte corrg:stans and wildi ,uup-r:
-we might eventually obtain a safs trustworthy memoir on a subject still involved in {;l'in !
unzertainty.  The purchase of a hundred copies for that purpose would probably Lelp to bung

A

> about thaf result.
- 1080 dugust 1878,

(Signed)  R. ROST.
No. 20, Ozver THEREON, 4th February 1879, No. 160,
o Thas Despntch with its enclosurcs and copies of the work_will be sent tlo\ ”rlf :
following gentlemen with request that they will £ -ar any criticismg they may dest
to make on the work to this Government for

transmission to the Secrotury of
State ;— o
Right Rev, Bishop R. C. Culdwell S ae e ‘e R |
Dr. A. C. Burnell . e L - .. .o .o 1
Dr. G. Oppert .. N v . . .o .- 1
Mr. R. Sewcll . . . . .- ‘e . o 1
. Rev.Dr. ¢ U, Pope . e e e ee .. .. b
" Rev. Dr. 1L. Dower. . o, .e . ‘e Oy . S |
-~ 7. Rev. C. E. Kenueit AL L T P TS SN
. " - Rev*T, Foulkes .. . . - .o e e .o } «
™ Secretary, Vernacular Literature So.ioty . | .. .. . . 2
", Dircetor of Public Instruetion for distribution to sclected officers .. 10
) ladras Univensity Library o Ty . .. .o o1
» Museun Library " ., e e, .. .. .. .o .o 1
T Ootacarmund Tibrary va .o . .. .o . . 1 ‘
Government Office Library .o - .e ‘e - . 4. o
Revenue Department .. .e o .. - .e ‘e 1
Board of Rovenue |, , oo ua o Ce . . Y. 1
. High Court . - o el ‘o oo 1 e 1 -
(True Extract.) , - d o
v": ,,ﬂ: ,.‘ %

, To the Richt Rev. Bishep R. €. Culdwe .
7w DA R T O Caldwl P
» Dr. G, 0 pert, N
» R Sewel , Esq, T '
» Rev. Dr, G, Ui Fope, - ' C
» Bev, Dr. H. Bower, | ‘
» Rev. O, L. Kennett, |
» Rev, T, Foulkes. . ‘ ‘ ' |
D t{le Seorctary, Vernacular Litereture Society, ) '
.~ the Dx_ref'f»or of Tullic Instruction. |
» :he gteglsgmr, Madres University. 0 :
‘ : tu: q:gegﬁ:;dent, Govcrnn\I.c:xxx l'j Central Museum. o

. r ’
Acting Chief Secirelarys

3

» the Board of Revenye, ' |

» the Honomble t \

1 N . ‘
‘ 40 Judges of {he High Couyt,
T .
o ELTE R Bantlemap, T ‘ '
“", .o . .
b
) ‘ ; v - .
r“' . .
s ' ;
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