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Tead the following paper i—

. . . . - L \ 1‘ i R
No. 5. Proceedings of the Doard of Reveine, dated Tth Novewber 1878, Ny, 2088,
1 13 o B TIRT D ANT ' . v o & e . . *
Tiead the following 4étter from C. BENSOXN, Esq., M.R.A.C.,, Acting Snperimntendent - .
S : of Government Farms, to the Acting Secretary to:the Board of Hevenue, : o
e o dated Saidapet, 9th Scptember 1878, No. 826:— = T

S L " 1 have the honor to submit the following obscrvations for the information of the
| ' o l’:b-aird, with a xequeét that they may bs forwarded for the consideration of His Fxeel-
e leney the Governor in Couneil. o ) . ~
' 9. Somo time ago the subject of establishing & juvenile ¢riminal reformatory

L e VT, R .
for the réccption of youths of the criminal elasses on the. Saidapet Farm was under
T was greatly surpnsed to learn quite

L1 (Qiscussion; but, as it had been sllowed to dxop, 1 wa surpr quit
‘\ _recently on good authority that the project was aguin before (ﬂ;owrm‘nent, and that 1f5
S . had been-favorably . reccived in some quarters. It would appear, from what I have
. © Leard, that the idea is to locate this Institution on that portion of the estate which was’
S formerly déveted to the Model Farmn,” gnd that 1618 ot intended that its inmates
ol chull ever be empleyed en the Txperimental Farm which lies south of the nulluh, and -
i that the munagement and working of the Institution and of the confined juveniles will
‘ RN " be entirely under the Jail Departient, not being in any way connected with the officers ; 4
1 of the farm. . o T ca Lo
‘ 3. Ttis, I would point out, admitted by all that agriculture must be raised
A% ' from the low position it at proscnt’oceupies in this country before any material pro-
" oress can be ‘expected in the work of improvement; this has been admitted both by
Qe Doard and by Government on mazny 00CrsIons. The objections to associating the
- work of agricultuml ixlxpr()\rc:ment W'lih jails were _f}dl'y d].sc_ussegl /gxbopl.: exg}ft vears
~ ‘ago, and, finally, it was decided that Eucl} an ELSSC‘CIMI%OH being impolitie, jail farms
o ‘ . should not be in any way connecled with the Agncnlt.ur:al Dopa.}'hnc‘nt, but be.
' “devoted to the growth of vegetables, &c. y for the use of the prisoners ; it being thought,
and with good reason, that gonnection with jaills would pot help forward the cbjects
N © of Government in endeavouring to imyrove the agriculture of this Presidency. E
P “ 4. T would next draw attention to the fact that it has cn numerous OCOHSIONS i
S . I _ ; "~ peen pointed out that every. endeavour ,
* For jnstance in G.0., No. 385, dated 5th pipst be made to afford facilities* to
o Mard 1872 0 o - ratives for ohserving, and excrtions be
made to couvinee them of the utility of the improved Processes we practise and advise - . o
the adoption of ; but is it likely that agricultural jmprovements connected inseparably )
~with jails and criminals will be Likely to find favor with, or that those advecatiog them
will be able to carry such conviction as the Board point out the importance of intheir S :
2. of the 31st of July lust, to the minds of the cultivating commu- ~ -:
or clusses of native farmers, who can do' |
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nity in gencral, and expecially to those bett
most in general agricultural reforn.
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5. HOW (I . . . T

] esirable it i

doins” Y able 1t is thut 4] : .

any . I8 taat all acrieqle

18 sny thing. i srieultural officers of Government should avoid

any means logd o oo ; AN
Y weans lead to miscouceptions arising in the

native ypi
.Hd APy, T .
regarding the .
Jeets, has been impressed on thom on

many occasions - 5 1 work and ¢

grav)é mlsﬁj‘:?s;;t}) ut xfhmust- be alls wed t}l;:r ;

throueh the .. L 088 than the deopagdatiim ¢

8h the eonnection of it with ‘Er?ql}t.mn of the cuuse of agricnltural improvemen

6. The Suidapet il mfomatorics. '

te et Farm kg . . ‘

7L years of whicl ave has now been in existenee for ahout twelve vears., the last

1ve remarks of Ve Witnessed work which b ’ ONL IWCAVE YOS, B2
of both the thding fr(»quenﬂy called forth the appreecid-

Etrucele 5ot i Board 4 - .
I)osia}glel%mfns'c fuuch Ol‘liositinﬁd Efd(}“w{nmmt and of the Scerctary of State ; but 113
. 1 Ligs hee ) - - and wyg Cr ¢rreg . . ) . otk 1H (i@(‘llt
. n luug and ardy ous. Mow great embarrussmcnts into its pre

Position in whia, » .. . , .
kely ¢ 11; Which it may be capable of d; °ver, now that the farm has reached o

& .4 ' L ’ (518} . N . . -
nme ; Us future wil] b blight 3% much good in Southern Tulia, it appears

separably associated witl ) l under the suffecating jueubus of having its
au HSSOeiatp,l wvitll 1}1 e (’l'nﬂlnlﬂ (1[39.\'("3 (lf ﬂ[.‘) CUUR‘LT}' It' (7;1!])1(»t- 1'(3
e I ~d Y [ YOy, : . *
)u{lpdrt‘ﬁf'ﬂm farm estare i Tklle classey, if 4 criminal reformatory Le erected on
éu }'110, Nutive anq Eurupc:u; J’ whals hlack Lus become so well known to the
SUch g hnllle " i as the ¢y v, . - o .
# building, 4 this prison wil Government Farm,” that when they observe
> H v M

Nnence eonpts Lodn all probubil; . » sromi-
iealthy :frhrng the publie 220, as ,'t N .‘l ,pr““_db"hty.’ be placed in a position of promt
¥ situation, i, conn, “t'—, b tarnot Lelp doing, if it is to Le placed 1 @
T, 18 this reformgn ot e @inds will b maveidallo
L ] ‘niiory‘.\“.\ e A AR S ¥ .
douby, o Pecome elose}{‘? ;Sﬁ:](('t( a5 proposed that the A crienltural College and
ColiJ - What the efboct, of g oe weted 1o the natjve mind with it, it is impossible to
ot 1;*5;9 13 43 yet not even f‘iirlb mist be caa be eusily understood.  The A;;ricultural
Stable basis) Byt 3¢ 14 2 ALY started 5 it has nob vt bee anisedd © firm and
conntre in ) » W3t s to be T 104 yet been organised on a firy
MY M osuch 2 mannep ag ce o3 ted with the trainine of the eriminal classes of the

hnp(\ e . as i3 ) g

pes of it by f Sugoeated b ne 3 at all
S DeINg evep SSUSted Dy goige ay bo safelv ass 4] that @

tural rofyy gever able 1y o1, < v 1t may be sufely assumaild

0must be Laid agid, rftt;;, any sing of impurtance for the cause of agricul-

' ~ This ot I believe, the intention or wish*® of the
Government, for it has been more than
oree admitted by them that a;_',‘riculturz'ﬂ
dated g5 fon S v e o ;f'ﬂprnVNﬂN‘:t 1: an ubjccl worthy "If’ ’1111:(111
bural edye. ack as the 94y, June lb‘?r": \1” dhl{I}_ {ru!n a l‘rcncccdmg..q of the )(}‘-’ I:

: & 20, 1,066, referring especially to agried

oation i3 §)ygtpaps
fime o200l i flustrative of 1 : tni ' |
e amesiion of the general rpinions which have been from time to

28 parnoran) e
No. 913, lv) ZOf G‘Q" 13th June 1875

$1dy

H St St Y enu{ﬂlS » p()l t. ' I he ‘{)n(l“
28 !

“ Al ’
- #ibie youthe now £
count Jow £ind 114 e .
ove:}‘?" }f:n(;l therciore gyun ‘vhti—;x‘ng object fr 1,

~flocked nrgfase e SRR TOEY e the 2 : il i Iy
agtienttyzg] ‘F{Oferfdon‘s_ Whoen Fd‘_ﬂiph '{(“_ s of ]:md-owtm-rs they tuen thor ’uttg.nh?{l :(:
Cmgor 1o 1 42401 3x showy 46 1y n - AN progiess hnve disturbed this stegnation, and &
aw?aka ;xrsakefhe favorie pnrsu;*m l;l:.ums-:)f ;’zu-tting money, these yonths will not be 50

& 00 Systomatin s b it of their foref b AT s tevost 13
b % systematio IRRtraction w(,uldt{u‘r forefathers” Even now, mach intelligent interest 13

i ok » urn ¥ to neegant
oxp b_. Tt is wel) Kuow e n
Xperience, hoey
e, been [nd ¢ o
E;) Wtay e e L sliovs ta abor is sacred  and that manwd labor 13 11
. d onory . ,11‘; 150 o n«i‘,\ Log oo s o . . -y . ‘lr.'('-u—
that sy TMPerative that tleqp nx-?v)_Zi. ,.'hfml taat 1t is, if they are to be nsetul do;lxl' ik
that such b Carrig it ‘ads shonld be thoroughly impressed with the belw
fos i 10 degradiag stain.  Bup I may ask, how are the mlng
ir youth up to be removed, if a portion of the farm estate

vl .
o4 2eparately worked oo . ifine
Ol'mat.éry Y Worked) i5to b il by such youtks as would be confined

eir abilities in the stagnant agriculture of the

1 thg S e L. .-
hat our stugents Liave not, from their early training and

il

9 believe that «a111

('ev en thoy
1 this yeg

et TIson.  'Ihe $aul f. . LR A s g g :
Will be ono such as {1 The tusk i3 already difficult enough, but, if this be done,

Country .

) ATy ——one thr,_’v,l .

P OWI In the wav of v . .1 wa ,

- Derformaneg, o s aly the way of uo oilier profession, and one so difficult, nay 1w
S & .

- VIEW [ievoy
YW never oyl be

as el PPN . . B 3 PR P g 1 .
never been thrown i the way of agrienltural reform in’ 81y

NGSt Imnoces 5 . ; R

at h’g'ft tmpossible, that it juay well be nssumed that the object 1‘;-

i1t 113 O . - . _

weetion witl, . ’ml:u], In other wiays alsg tho offecets of the contaminatlon @

BHRRY people aleo W‘ho xl.‘-l;m!nf}s ‘1331 aur stidents caunot but be injurious. There are

on a fuyp YO Tee] sieh insnnerablen ob ot ctndvine acriculture
A furm, & portion of whie, Was dl o insnperable abjections to studying ag

- 1S €

now Proposed to tyrp the Sui voted to such purposes as those to \\Mhu.h it 1
o o e Baidapet Farm, that they would aveid the risk of such closc

e e

13 searcely auy thing mere likely to cause
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. Jails which scem to show that such is not intended to be the ease 1 —

76 The farm will afford facilities for traiaing the boys in agricultural labor, in’
gardering, and in the care of farm animals, - A certain amount of carpenters’ and
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contact with rascality even at the cost of the loss of the education they desired to
obtain and required for their own benefit. o :

9. The portion of the land, which it is, I believe, proposed to utilise for the
s of the rcformatery, is nearly all of it required for .the experiments . which
1t has been decided to make in stock-
breeding,* and  for which counsiderable

purpose .
* (+.0., 15th June 1875, No a912.

preparations have been made. The necessity for carrying out some such experi-
ey :

ments has been long recognised, but it was found that the orly other land at all
favorsbly situated for tho purpose, although far inferior for the objects’ we have in
view to the land which the reformatory proposes to take up, could only be obtained
o . 1875 ata price of about Rupees 11,000,—a price
t G.0., No. 989, O,f_ Ist July 1875. wlich caused the abandonment} of the
plan in favor of the present proposed arrangements regarding the land now referred
to. Seeing that the finances of the department are in a doubtful state, it does not
seem to be at all fitting that the farm should be ealled upon to give up land on which
it has speut much money to improve and bring into a shape suited for our purposes,
and obliged to purchase other land which will always be less suitable, and which will
require a large outlay on it to make it in any vay fitted for the objectsin view, Land
for the reformatory and its purposes. could easily be purchased; for there is abund-
ancé of land admirably adapted for such purposes, and far more favorably situated.
That the reformatory should purchase land for itself is, under present eircumstances,
evidently far less open to objection and more just, :

10. I would suggest that the best mannir of reducing and of l:\eep.ing erime in
check is to improve the agriculture on which w much of our population is dependant
for their daily bread, and which now from its weakness so often fuils them. It is
clear that erime increases in times of searcity, shiefly in consequence of the high price
of food ; this was admitted to be the case, especially regarding ducoitics, at the begin-

ning of the fumine, and again in a recent resolution of the Supreme Government.

recommending

- the release of some prisouers vho had been driven to erime through

want.. : ' : 4 =
11, Tt being every where acknowledged that prevention is better than cure, it

Lo £ - a . -
can, it is acknowledged, do so much to avert tle famines and times of scareity, which

eanse so much crime in this country than to expend suws on the erection of juvenile
reformatorics, and that, if money be availuble for the erection of the propesed prison
on the Saidapet Farm, it might be far more edvantageously utilised m a work the
which both the DBoard and Gevernment have repeatedly and fully

will, I submit, be far better to urge on the work of agricultural improvement, which

necessity for
¥ 6.0., No. 1,095, dated 18th July 1878. ~ neglected from, it is said, a want of funds.®
If money be available for building a reformatory, it surely ezn be fonnd for educational

buildings ; und, if there be any available, it is clear thut the erying wants of the Agri- -

cultural College should be first attended to and removed.

12. 1 have throughout ‘this letter taken it for granted that the inmates of the

Institution will not, as I said in paragraph 2, be at any time or in any way associated
with the Experimental Farms; but I observe in the last Administration Keport of

the . Presidency that for 1876-77 the following remarks by the Inspector-Genersl of

3

smiths’ work is carried on at the farm, so that one difficulty, that of providing suit-
- . - . - »? - :

able industrial oceupation, will bo overcome.” ' _
If these are to be the arrangements, the oljections I have raised acquire all the

more foree and demund the greater attention, whilst others will arise which T have

not at all referred to.

e

admitted, but which isnow languishing and

A

0




P
!

@ Ry e v s e

eare

M

i
i
!
H
H

g

N

RN

farming as at present practised in Southern India.

“the arrangement s finally decided upon.. The Board would reg
with the greutest regret, and if any weght is to be attached to the statement above

5
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13, In conclusion, I would ask of what use, supposing the youths in the refor-
matory acquire a perfect knowledge thereof, would an acquaintance with the mode of

‘handling an English plough, &e., be? It requires romething more than simple

practical knowledge of tools and implements to become a farmer, for in no avocation
13 capital meré necessary for advancemént, and it s absurd to presume that it is the
ntention of Government’ to start these criminals in life after their time of inearcera-
tion has expired. It does not take long for any able-bodied man to becoms a fair
farm’ laborer, and in no employment i3 there less likelihood of permancnce than in

v

- Sumurtep for the orders of Goverpment, S
2. The Board have had no officil intimation that any arrangement for the
establishsacnt of a juvenile reformutory atthe Suidapet Farm is coutemplated, aad
they would net have felt themsclves justified in addressing Government with reference

- to the rumour alluded to by Mr. Benson, were it not thut the idea 18, to & vertain extent,
- coufirmed by an extruct frow a letter frera the Tospestor-General of Prisous, printed at

page 76 of the Madras Administration Eeport for 1876-77, where that"oflicer speaks of
ard any such proposal

quoted, trust that an opportunity may be afforded then of expressing their views ou
the subject.-” - . 0 T o s

-

( A trae Cipy and Extract.)

: J. STURROCK, ‘
v Actiay Sub-Secrelury.

H
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. Transferred to the Judicial Depurtment.

“Forr 8r. Grorcy,” :-(Sigoed) Lo A CAMPBELL, 77
« 23rd Novewnber 1878, U Under Seey. to Govt.

No. 6. ‘OrpEr THEEEGN, 3id February 1879, No, 109,
His Grace the Governor in Coundl, ohserves that Mr, ]
in charge for Mr. Dobertsen, the Superiatondent Govern:
out of his province in discussing w
altogether foreign to his depart
which the opmion of vut Supuintondoit L 0r Lad NOY peen usxed, '
2. The Board will certainly be nonsulted before any decision is come 1o by
(tovernment on the project adverted to. but at present there is no definite proposal of
the kind under consideration. o ST *

Senson,—tomporarily only
nent Farm,—has not only gene
3 what the poliey of Government should be in matters
ment, bt has presnmed to advise on a subiect rezarding
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