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GOVERNMINT OF MADRAS,

REVEKNUE DEPARTMENT.

11th January 1879, No. 57.

Nead the following paper:— . , _
No. 156. Fudorscment of the Assistant Secretary to the Government of India,

dated » No. d.

Read the following letzer from A. O. HUME, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Comieree
(Custems), to the Chief Scoretary to the Government of Bombay, dated

Caleutta, 4th January 1879, No. 3.

T ax dirccted to acknowledge the rescipt of your letter noted on the margin
No. 5,191, dated tha 11th Ocrober 1878. re questing : msbt"uctlons as tp tlsl ¢ ?‘wmﬁ-
tion or otherwiss of painters’ brushes
and railway materials of iron from cfstoms dnty under N otification, No. 43, dated
18th March last. :
2, Buishes of all sorts were specifically made datiable under the Tariff of 1375,
a separate head being entered in the schedule attached to tho Act. This was done
in order that all kinds of hrushes should receive the same treatment, painters’
brishes having previously in some places heen held@ to be lable to duty (under
“ Painters’ Materials”’), while other sorts of brushes were admitted free. By Noti-
fication, No. 43, dated tho 18th March, the head “ Brushes of all sorts” was removed
from the Tariff. In this case the Notification should be read with the Act, and this
being done, it is clear that painters’ brushes should not be held to fall under - itera
No. 41, which still remains in the schedule, but should bhe passed free of duty.
The taxation of puint brushes while certain other kinds are admitted free (there
being no hoad in the TariT a3 it now stands under which they could be taxad) would
be & reversion to the nbjectionable system existing uader the Tarilf ¢f 1971
ohjectionable becanse 1t provided for no unilormity of pructice, apd under i an
article imported at one plaee might be linble to raxarion while at anotber it might
pass frec.  The Act of 1875 was meaut to provide a reform of this systen, and the
Notification of the 18th March does not nullify the reform.
3. 1t is obasrved from the correspondence forwarded with your letter,
No. 6,296, dated the 5thultino, that certain paint brushes imported by the Bombay,
Baroda, and Central India Railway Company were recently charged with duty at the
Bombay Custom House and that a refund of the amount levied, for whieh appli-
cation was made, was refused on the technival ground that the daty having been
paid without question and the goods removed from the Cnstom Housoa refund was
not pdmissible. It scems, however, to the Government of Indin so clear thet paint
brushes are exempt from d.aty under Notifeation, No. 43, dated the 18th Mareh, '
that they would sugzgest for she considerativn of Hia lixcollency the Governor in
Couucil that, notwithstanding the rule by which the Custom IIouse officials are
usually guided in such eases, the refund should be allowed. ‘ : :
4. The principle laid down iu the caze ol paintors’ brashes should be followed
in regurd to railway materials of iron.  Allkinds of railway materizls wers dutiuble
under a specific heud in the Tarif, and that head was removed from the schedule
by the Notification of the 18th March, the chject of the Gxovernraent of India heing .
fo transfer el railway materials to the free list a3 explained in puaragraph 80 of the
Recolntion® of the Finavcial Depactment,
wlichwas pablished: with the Notification -
in the Cuazelte of Indin of the 16th March 1378, Al} dutica levied on iron ralway
matcrials since the date of the notification should be refunded. R

* No. 1,911, dated the 12th March 1873,
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