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. ' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. K
: PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,
X L I
{ 7th January 1879, No. 20.
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i ; L ‘ Official Information.
| Read the following paper :— R - ] ‘ 7 -
| No. 9. Circular "ﬁom T. C. PLOWDEN, Esq., Under Secretary ts the Governient ;
} Y of India, Lome Department (Public), lo the Acting Chief Secvetary & Gopern- 3
1 menty daled Qamp Lahore, 16tk December 1878, No, 3-C11. , ; =
3;1 L , I am directed by His Excellency the Vicqroy and Governor-General to enclése i
‘g copy of a Resolution on the subject of communicating to the public information which "
- has come into the possession of a Government servant in his official capacity. 1 am i
; to request that the Resolution may not be published in the Gazetfe, but that particular ;
: : ~cdre may be taken that all the officials serving under the orders of the Madras ra
i . ¢ : Government may have full knowledge of these instruetions. ' . i
: T | 3
i ‘ Excrostre No. 1. T A
] Extracr from the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Home Departn;ent i
! : ' (Public), under date Camp Lahore, the 16th December 1878, No, 1-CiL. ¢
i { Rrsovvrion.—1His Excellency the Vieeroy and Governor-General desires to remind al} s
. Z Officers of the Government that information received by them in their official capacity whether :
it from official sources or otherwise, which is not from its nature obviously intended to’be made 1
o public, cannot he treated as if it were at their personal disposal. R 3
] : The Governor-General does not think it necessary to issue any general order enfircly profi.
i_ ] ¥ Liting the disclosure; without special authority, of auny information received otficially. ‘ },ft:f:l,l
; f . matters, much must ‘necessarily be left to the diseretion and intelligence of officers ho"u’;jﬁ:, ;
N 3 places of trust, and in charge of duties piore or less important. . But Iis Excelleney would
; N impress upon all offieers the serious responsibility involved in the exercise of this diserstivp ;
: i Whenever thers is any room for doubt as to the right course to pursue, the orders of sﬁf;r;rin;: ;
¥ authority should be obtained before information regarding public affairs i3 communieated to any 1
. f ove not officially entilled to receiveit. . = - 7 » R ¥
: { His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General has reason to believe ‘that sufficient © .
: ,,—5" attention has not upon all ocessions been given to “he principles which should guide the cmd&n'f. '
-of pullic officers in these matters, anid which are especially applieable to the present time ‘whei{ ¢
M much important 'busu}c-ss is passing through the public oftices. And His Excellency trw;t,a "chét . :
5 these principles may in future be cleatly apprehended and observed. . : S i
t { Oxoen—Ordored, it 5 eop F fhis Resoluton be o ! ' :
i ' RDER.—Urdered, that a copy of this Resolution be eirculated to all De artments ¢ :
'3 E { ﬂ Go.t('ierument of India and to Local Governments and Administrations for ?nfomxéltizzf :};S ;
R . P T Lt s nien o (Signed)  “ALC.LYALL, 3.
2 ; ol Beeretary to the Gorernment of India, 7 g
TR ! . . L Boer s wibh the Governor-General, 4
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No. 14, OrpER THEREON, T{h January 1879, No. 20,

. . . . b, " t()
Comununicated to the Departments of the Secretariat, to the High Court, and
all Heads of Departments for injormation and guidance,

“(True Extruct))
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4 Acting Chicf Scerclary.
-
» /n
To the Revenye Department.
» the Military Depurtment.
» the Public Works Department.
s the Hizh Court with covering letter. o
» Al Hends f Departnients wunder the CLicf Seervlary,
’
»
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L. T. b, Ryan.
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