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' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

_ 13th September 1879, No. 1,877.
No. 201. READ THE FoLLOWING PAPER :— ‘

From W E. MULLALY, Esq., Coonoor, to R. W. BARLOW, Esq., Commissioner
’ of the Nilgiris, dated Droog Estate, Coonoor, 25th August 1879,

Ox Friday last, the 22nd instant, I forwarded to you by cooly a specimen of
~ a Chinchona plant attacked by the black coffee bug (Lecanium N igrum), and I have
'now the honor to send you the following particulars connected with the spread of

this pest to the Chinchona. 4

The Droog Coffee Estate, on which the specimen Chinchona plant sent to you
was growing, is, I believe I am correct in stating, the highest coffee estate in the

- World, the elevation ranging from 5,700 to 6,200 feet above sea-level. It was .

commenced in 1857, and up to the year 1870 the bug appeared only on isolated

" trees and was under control. In 1870 however it became serious, spreading over

a considerable area, and year after year it continued to increase until, in 1877,
nearly every tree was attacked over an area of about 100 acres.

From 1870 to 1877 the bug remained on the trees the whole year through, but
in October of the latter year in the space of. a few days it suddé-ly and entirely

. disappeared as mysteriously as it had come, the black fungus peeled off the leaves,

branches and stems of the trees; and as seven years was generally supposed to be

the limit of its stay in any one place, I was confidently hoping I had got rid of it,

as careful examination showed there was not the least trace of the pest on the
trees. The estate continued quite free until April 1878, when it again appeared
covering thousands of trees in the course of a week. In October 1878 it once more
left entirely and completely, only to reappear however in April and May 1879 as
viciously as ever. - e . X

In 1878 I purchased a large number of Chinchona plants from the Government

- Plantations at Neddivattam: they were fine, healthy young plants, and I was very

successful in transplanting them. In October and November 1878, after the bug
had left the coffee, I planted out 7,000 Chinchona plants along the estate roads and

" in various parts of the estate, and in every instance wherever the coffee is attacked

by the bug the Chinchona plants in the vicinity become attacked at one and the
same ‘time. I am within the mark when I say that of the 7,000 plants put out in
October and November 1878 quite five-thousand of them are more or less attacked
by the coffee bug ; thisis a very large percentage and seems to point to the fact that
this pest will take kindly to the Chinchona. I have for this reason thought it my
duty to bring it to the notice of the Government who are so largely interested in

. Chinchona.

I shall carefully watch the effect of this pest on the Chinchona plant, and I

~ ‘shall at all times be ready to place my observations at your disposal.

No. 221.

SuMITTED for the information of Government together with the specimen tree
attacked. ‘ S ‘ :

OoTACAMUND, - (Signed)  R. W. BARLOW, . . ..

1st September 1879. * Commissioner,
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Miscelianeous.

that they will be glad to receive any further
present report which he may hereafter be i

Tre Commissioner will convey the
thanks of Government to Mr, Mullaly
for his interesting report and inform Lim
information bearing on the subject of Lis
1 a position to place at their disposal.

(True Extract.)
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(Signed)  J. H. GARSTIN,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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