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past their prime still remain (but how nany we can scarcely estimate till the, forest
is blocked out), and there are many mmy thousands of fine promising young Teak
trees 3 to 6 feet in girth and 30 to 5Cyears old, but an almost entire absence of
young seedlings, and as the present cop, or the giants of t_he forest, are now
beo'inaning to disappear, the time has g-rxv(ed to secure th_e third crop gbhe secogd
is gecure), and I am of opinion that ths cannot be domne without excluding fire; in
fact, it is apparent from the utter absace of seedling growth for many years, and
fire cannot be excluded unless cattle aid traders, &e., be also excluded, o, unless
the Teak forests are declared & stric reserve, their deterioration must go on;
Teak appears to have little chance ir] the struggle as long as there are annual
fires, 80 its place in time must be uswped by other trees and bamboos and the
tract probably cease to be a Teak forekf: after deterioration of soil and growth has
gone on for two or three centuries; itis an old old story, and if we had records
and sufficient data going back for seweral centuries, we should clearly see that
vast tracts of poor jungle, scrub, or qite bare hill are only too often the gradual
stages of deterioration from good fores and the result of fire, deterioration of soil,
indiscriminate cattle-grazing, and the reckless or unsystematic use of theaxe. I

have nowhere seen this more self-wident and clearly illustrated than in the.

Jeypore country as lately explained tc Government in my report on those forests,
but I never go through any of our forst districts now wzt;hout having it more or
less demonstrated. ) .

6. It may be wondered why no sttempts have hitherto been made to exclude
fire from our Anamalai Teak forests 1s well as other forests and jungles in this
Presidency, but nothing can be done vithout blocking out and broad fire-paths or
rides, and even these would be futile, ind the expenditure therefore not authorized
unless & Forest Act and much strictr rules for conservancy are introduced into
. this Presidency ; it is only very latelr besides that we have begun to realize the

damage done by fire ; not many years ince it was argued that the fires if not really
beneficial were not injurious ; it was sated that none of the large trees were burnt
or much injured unless they had arived at an age that the axe should have
anticipated ; that the burning of the wnderwood and rank grass was of real value
in letting in light and air and keepiry down tigers and wild beasts; and that the
forests would become far more fevrish if fires were entirely excluded; most
Revenue Officers and many forest oficers adopted these views; the arguments
against fire were less apparent to thecasual observer or the untrained and inex-
perienced Forester; the most importast of these appears to have received little or
no attention, that is the loss to theioil of all the decaying vegetation which is
annually burnt up instead of remaining to enrich and form a humus which, besides
enriching the soil, acts more or less asa sponge and prevents washing away of the
surface soil by the rain, so that an aniual déterioration goes on ; none of the: dead
Jeaves which nature intended should g to enrich the soil are allowed to be utilized,
and a gradual washing away of surfac soil goes on slowly but steadily ; nor does
it appear to have been understood that the slower growing trees, and conse-

quently more valuable timbers, wouldhave less chance in" the struggle against fire -

than the others, nor that by excludinﬁﬁre forest can in time be brought to such a
density that rank grass and brushword (that require much sun and hght for their
development) can be kept well in chek or driven _entirely out of a forest ; nor was
it understood to what a tremendow extent all large trees had suffered whilst
young from the injurious action of fre; if any one doubts this, they have only to
walk through the older plantations 4 Nellambur, now 30—34 years old, from
which fire has been excluded, and nde the magnificent clean, straight, faultless
bolls of the frees, averaging 70 feet in length, but often 85—90 or even 95 feet,
and then walk through a Teak forest subject to fire where a clean straight boll 18

an exception to the rule, most tree being found forked, fluted, or otherwise .

injured from the action of fire duringtheir infancy.

7. 'The whole of the Teak tractwill shortly reqﬁire rest, but there are stilla
good many trees passed their prime which should come out and which are annually
deteriorating, and which it could n¢ be conservancy to leave; one cannot walk
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‘through hardly any portion of the forest without seeing trees which should have

been cut before this and on which the fires are annually causing much damage,’
but which the axemen dislike felling unless compelled, as the timber is certain to
be more or less faulty ; but in the absence of any divisions in the forest and the -
high rank condition of the undergrowth during the healthy or working season, it
is impossible to give an approximate idea of the amount of Teak still available for
the axe with due precaution for the future; tlie forests also abound with very fine
Mathi and Vengay timber which has hithertd’ been little felled as there has been
little or no demand in the presence of so mubh Teak; the large Blackwood has
been very considerably worked, but a certain mount still remains.

" 8. The Karian shola alluded to above has been untouched by the axe, but up
to the present there has been no demand for any of the timbersin it; in fact, it

may be said that hitherto there has been no'demand for anything except Teak and
Blackwood. © - !

9. All the Teak forest, Government and leased, should be gradually por-
tioned off into blocks. Six or eight blocks wil probably be necessary in each of
these two reserves. I went into this question when lately up in the forest and
explained to Mr. Williams, the Deputy Conservator in charge, what I thought
should be the first block ; the blocking will take time and must be done gradually
and should not be attempted till the forests ard declared reserved and a Forest Act

has been passed, and the establishment will also have to be strengthened.

10. The division between the Governmert and leased portions of the Teak
forests (the tracts I propose as two distinct reserves) is clearly shown in Captain
Walker’s map by a dotted line runuing north and south from Coochmallai (a high

peak) over the top of Pandarumallai to Vengoli, the highest peak on the Anagoondy
range. :

11. All that portion of Captain Walker’s proposed reserve south of the

Anagoondy range (i.e., the dotted line from Vengoli to Oomiahmalli) may be
formed into & third reserve to be styled. - i

12. No. 3 Reserve—The Anagoondy Reserve.~1I do not attach much immediate
importance to this reserve. Immediately over the Anangoondy Pass densely heavy
evergreen forest is entered which, however, is soon passed through, and there is
then some fine Teak forest; a very small bit only of this, however, lies in Govern-
ment land or within the proposed reserve, thouzh' there is plenty to the west or in
Cochin limits; this small tract should be blocked off and fire-traced ; the rest of -
this No. 3 Reserve is densely heavy evergreen .forest which may become of value
gome day (but which is of no value just now), vast tracts of reed bamboo, the
haunt of elephants, tracts of bamboo, and some deciduous forest without Teak ;
blocking will not be required in any of this I think.

13.  Paragraph 6.—I do not think that the Teak forests above ghat can be
propecly conserved and protected from fire unless the slopes are also included in
the reserve as proposed by Captain Walker | and Mr. Webster; cattle might
generally be admitted to the slopes during th§a raing (on payment) and also at
times during the same season to even portions of the Teak forests, but arrange-
ments of this nature must be entirely under the!control of the Forest Department.
With the block or division system thers will probably be fire-traces along the tops
of the ghats, and they will, I think, be advisabls even if the slopes be included in
the reserve. A wire fence along the limit of cultivation at the -foot of ghats will
be expensive and not required I think; a small {itch to mark the boundary will be,
sufficient; cattle will, after the formation of She reserve, be driven to quite a
different part of the slopes, and there will be no herds in the vicinity of the reserve,
at’ least at such periods of the year that the Forest Department wish their
X ysion, '

14. The proposed Goodara valley or Coorhmallai reserve below ghat is of
great importance and should be a_distinct block; it was only the accident of the

tract being in dispute between Government and Cochin that it escaped being
cleared for cultivation years ago with all the regt of the forest below ghat;-it will
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‘trees, but over the rest of the proppsed reserve the soil is poor and the Teak very
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be of great value as a feeding grour;d for our elephants at seasons when they
c:niotgge kept up above ghats? The claim of Ramasawmy Moodelly on 300 acres
of this tract was, I believe, finally settled some years ago, and the records will be
in Mr. Webster’s office ; the claimant was, I believe, given land elsewhere in lieu
of this. |

15. Paragraphs 8 and 9.—No ilention is made of the free entry of traders
into the Teak forests (vide G.O., No Y06, dated 13th June 1378, and the dqcu-
ments there recorded) ; 8o I suppose no one put forward a claim, but the subject
should have been considered by Captain Walker and Mr. Webster. AsI have
stated on former occasions, I can pr¢ve that traders did not enter the forests when
I worked them between 1857 and 1860.

16. The ryots of Vetakaranpudur put forward a claim to graze on the slopes
and interior of the forests, but admitted that they were stopped by Lieutenant%
Michael in 1851. When I first took over charge of this forest establishment at
Anamalai in 1857, Vetakaranpudur was only a hamlet of a few houses, and the
forest and jungle below ghat exténded from the timber slip nearly up to that’
village (or six miles) and no cattle ever came up into the Teak forests (except those |
1 employed for carting purposes), nar did any, as far as I can remember, ever come |
as far as the slopes, so 1t 13 not likely that there was any claim of this nature in|
previous years when Lieutenant Michael worked the forest under the Public Works
Department. Vetakaranpudur has gone on increasing in size till it has now 5,000
inhabitants, and all the forest and jtjngle has been cleared and cultivated right up
to the foot of the timber slip ; if people by clearing and cultivating all their grazing
grounds can then advance a claim tq extend their grazing privileges up into forests
which have been considered reserval for many years, there must of course be an
end to all conservancy ; the disappedrance of all our forests must be only the work }
of time ; it illustrates forcibly how necessary a Forest Act and demarcation have
become unless our perennial streams are to be allowed to dry up and our timber
and fuel supply to be a thing of the past. :

|
|
!
|
?
/

17. Paragraph 9, second portion, and paragraph 26.—I am of opinon that the
siopes outside the proposed reserved will afford ample grazing grounds. I am also
of opinion that grazing in mountain forests beyond village limits should be paid
for and be under the control of the Forest Department as in Bengal, otherwise the
Forest Department is not Likely to be able to show a fair return to Government.

" 18. Paragraph 10.—The Kaders do mnot cultivate or keep cattle ; they live
by the collection of hill produce; the Forest Department should buy all-they!
collect, and there should be an organized system of collection in this and all/
reserved tracts; most of the men'could be brought on to the strength of the)
establishment in one way or another, and their condition much improved. %

19. Paragraphs 11 and 12.—1 approve of the proposed Ponachi Teak reserve |

. which was, I think, sanctioned by Government years ago on a report by Colonel |

Michael. Inthe extreme western gide of this, or in the rich soil under the base of !
the Pachepalmallai and close under the mountains over which flows the Ponachi!
waterfall, the tree growth is fine, 4nd there are some fine Teak and Blackwood !

e

stunted and small and not fit for anything scarcely except spokes and felloes; this
may be the remains of a once fine forest, but I rather doubt it. A Mr. Lowry,
who was the pioneer of the Ponachi coffee estates above the waterfall (or 1,500 feet
higher up), felled a few fine Teak trees (paying usseigniorage on the cubic foot) in !
the portion close under those hills fvhere the growth is fine, but he did not find it
worth his while to fell any of the small and stunted Teak growing over the greater }
portion of the area. | ) , {3
20. I much doubt if it won{d be worth while to buy out the claims within,
this reserve ; there is the village of Ponachi and a good quantity of irrigated paddy .
cultivation besides a small coffee estate ; they must, I think, be excluded from the '
reserve. !
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21, Paragraph 13.—1 approve of the Tulanjee Reserve though I expect the
amount of cultivation within it has been immensely under-estimated. I have known
the tract for years and often visited it, and last month looked down upon it from the
extreme western peaks of the Pulney Hills from which every feeder of the Amra-
vati river is visible and their protecting sholas on the eastern slopes of the Ana-
malias ; cultivation has been making great strides of late, though probably much of it
is clandestine and"not on putta; some of the western slopes of the Pulneys will have
to be included in this reserve, but that must be considered with the Madura District.
This reserve is chiefly important for the protection of the Amravati river, but the
main water-supply of this river comes from Travancore country, i.e., from all the
ravines round the Arnimuddi mountain (not marked in Captain Walker’s map), and
I shall not consider the water-supply of the Amravati at all well protected unless the
Travancore Government can be called upon, under the Forest Act, to protect these
forests ; the tract is quite uninhabited and much out of the way, but in course of time
it is very probable that the forests might be destroyed for coffee, tea, or other

. cultivation.

. 22, Most of the forests up the Thoracadu valley and the sholas on the higher
ranges of the Anamalais protecting the sources of the Thoracada river should be
protected against cultivation as proposed, as this river is the chief source of the
Anamalai river which irrigates so much land ahout Anamalai and Pollachi.

. 23. Paragraph 17.—I approve of restriéting coffee cultivation generally to the
tract indicated, though I believe certain areascan be given up on the higher ranges
for tea and chinchona without any detriment!

24. Paragraph 19. —Traders or coolies from the plains should not be allowed
the privilege of collecting hill produce; this should be conceded to the hill tribes
only, as others can really have no claim, and forest conservancy and forest revenue
must suffer to an alarming extent if it is to be allowed.

25. Paragraph 30.—Little has been done beyond déﬁning the tracts which it

" is important to reserve or protect; this I could at once lay before Government

for most of our districts, except those chiefly under the conservancy of the Revenue
authorities such as North Arcot, as I have an intimate knowledge of all the forests

of the Presidency that have been under this Department ; further orders appear -
- therefore to be necessary as to what Captain Walker’s duties and powers are, as I

presume Government do not intend him to quit any particular district he takes up
until a definite and permanent settlement of the question of reserves and of all
forest rights has been arrived at, and that it is not the intention of Government
that his work is only preliminary to be followed up by another officer at a future
date. Captain Walker at the same time has not sufficient assistance, whilst in this
division his work was much delayed by the Revanue officer accompanying him being
obliged to attend to other work. A Revenue officer and a Survey officer should,
I think, be permanently appointed to the work for the whole period Captain
Walker may be in a district, and the assistance of a junior officer of the Forest
Department may also be desirable. Mahomed Ali Sahib, Sub-Assistant Conser-
vator, now in charge of a range in the Salem Division under Mr. Stanbrough,
would be admirably qualified for an appointment of this nature. -

—

Excrosure No: 1.

From Captain C. WALKER, Deputy Conservator of Forests, on Special Duty, to Lieutenant.
Colonel R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator of Forests, dated Coimbatore, 9th October
1878, No. 24. ) J ’

)

- IN accordance with the instructions conveyed in {+.0., No. 1,105, dated 20th July, I have

the honor to submit a report on the proposed forest reservations in the South Coimbatore

Division drawn up by the Collector and myself, along with a memorandum by the Collector
on the claims preferred, and a map showing the boundaries of proposed reserves, &c.

2. With the exception of the leased portion, that sold for coffee cultivation at Ponachi,

and the cultivation of the hill villages, including Ponakad, all the forest is Government

property. The leased forest has been surveyed and mapped and boundary is shown on the map ;
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the coffee estates have also been surveyed, but the survey has not been ““joined on ” to that'in
the plains. Their situation, as shown in the map, is therefore only approximately correct. The
other hill cultivation has not been demarcated or surveyed and canoot therefore be shown.

3. No specific rights have been claimod, but the privilege of grazing cattle more or less
over the whole avea is stated to have been enjoyed by all comers. I have not, therefore, been
able to indicate on the map as directed the Government forests “ in which communal rights do

" pot exist * as apart from “ those over which such rights are claimed.” .

4. We solicit early orders and instructions for guidance to enable us to proceed with the
work in the North Coimbatore Division in which the preliminary scttlement is likely to prove
much more diflicult. . . :

Excrosuvee No. 2.

From A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Collector, and Captain J. €. WALKER, Deputy Conser-

vator of Forests, to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue

Department, (through the Conservator of Forests and the Board of Revenue,) dated

Coimbatore, 9th October 1878. | | .

G 0., No. 1,105, dated 20th July 1878, directs that we should—

(1.) Select and demarcate tracts of Government Forest to be constituted close reserves.

(2.) Carefully consider existing communal privileges and future requirements and pro-
vide for the extension of cultivation.

(3) Mark on the map the boyndaries of all Government Forests, distingnishing betwixt

{u) those in which communal rights do not exist and (b) those over which such
rights are claimed, as well as the boundaries of the proposed close reserves.

9. We have the honor to submit the report for the South CoimbdBire Forest Division,
together with a map prepared by the Revenue Survey Department, showing the limits of exist-
ing cultivation and ¢he boundaries as required above. -The map referred to in paragraph 5 of
the Government Order under report is not yet complete, and o regular survey of the hills,
beyond the portion leased from the Nambiddy, has been made ; but the general contour of the

bills and principal peaks, rivers, &c., are inserted as accurately as possible from old maps and
personal observations. . . :

3. We have conducted the inquiry ﬂimnghout together, gone through all the old records
bearing on the subject, which are volumizous, and with the assistance of the Ilead Assistant
Collector in immediate charge of the taluks of Pollachi and Udamalpetai, in which the forests
are situated, endeavored to ascertain and record all existing claims on the part of communities

or individuals. A separate memorandem by the Collector on the claims preferred accompanies
this report.

(

4. We propose to constitute three reserved forests (adopting the wording of Act VII of
1878), the boundaries of which are shown by broad red lineson the map.

The first or western reserve to include the forest leased from the Nambiddy, the portion of
jungle in the valley between the Cooghmallai and " Pundaravarraymallai known as Goodara
{’alley (or the Coochmallai open reserve) and all the slopes eastward as far as the foot of Thair.
mallai, the boundaries then striking sonthward to the crest of the hills and across Oomiamallai,
and thence due south to the Travancore boundary beyond the Sholayaur-—the Travancore and
Cochin boundary line to form the southern and western boundary of the reserved forest to
Vengoli, whence it will follow the southern and western boundaries of the leased forest.

5. The area of this reserve will be about 82 square miles (including 26-34 square miles of
the loased forest), but we do not propose that the whole be fire-traced or systematic conservancy
attempted over the whole area at once. :

This is, of course, mainly matter for the consideration and orders of the Conservator; but,
having in view that the Teak forests are situated for the most part in the Tunacaduvu Valley,
we venture to express an opinion that it will suffice for the present, if this .tract, added to the
Jeased forest, be fire-traced and placed under rigid conservation, leaving the area to the south
to be taken up by degrees later on.

. 'We have, therefore, selected an inner boundary line running south-west from Qomiamallai
to Vengoli, which is shown on the map by a dotted black line, and to indicate which on the
ground, cairns have been, or shortly will be, erected at several points. The area of the reserve
to be brought under immediate treatment in this locality will thus be reduced to about 45

" square miles, viz.,, (26'34 leased forest and 18:88 Tunacaduva Teak forests).

6. Itwill be observed that we have included in the reserved area all the slopes of the hills
from the southern side of Coochmallai to the Thairmallai. It was at first proposed to make the
outer crest or ridge the northern and north-eastern boundary ; but, after careful consideration
Zlnd consultation with the Conservator on the spot, it has been deemed advisable to include the-

opes.
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We find a memorandum of Mr. Wedderburn’s on record recommending this course, and it is
indced imperative if fire and cattle and goats are to be excluded at will, without which real con-
servancy including natural reprodaction is impossible. 1t is doubtful if any fire-trace, however
broad, would exclude fire raging up the slopes, and it would certainly not exclude cattle, goats,
or men if admitted to the slopes without restriction. As now proposed no fire-trace will be
necessary along the northern boundary which wilf be conterminous with the southern limit of
cultivation, but we recommend that a broad ditch pe dug along the whole line, the earth exca-
vated to form a bank inside, along which a single pr double wire shoud be run (at least until &
natural fence can be grown) and bovndary pillars erected, so that no doubt may exist as to the
exact boundary. By these means the slopes as wellas the platean above will be protected. We
include the Goodara Valley or Coochmallai reserve,which is the only fair piece of jungle left on
the plainsin this direction. It may be treated either as portion of the Teak reserve or sepa-
rately. Tkere is a claim on it for 300 Bullas of lanwl preforred by Ramasawmy Moodelly, which,
if allowed, will seriously circnmscribe its limits, but'it is hoped that this can be otherwise settled,
and the boundary run to the left of the Mungaray road all the way to near the foot of Cooch-
mallai. There is at present a road running througl the valley towards Setamudi from the foot
of the Tekadi slip. I;‘his we propose to close and convert the foot-path, which now runs from
the foot of the ship by the base of Coochmallai to ths Mungary road into a cart road available
to all. The boundary will then rau to the left or east of this road all the way to Tekadi where
the road crosses the river. A small portion (Acres 9-60) of the leased forest to the right of the
slip and above will thus be left out of the reserve, bit this is of no consequence compared with
the manifest advantage of having the road which lesds to private forests outside our boundary
and forming a fire-trace in itself. .

7. The line of the ditch and new road are cleary indicated on the map. It will be observed
that this line leaves the Coochmallai slopes outside of the reserve. They will be available for
grazing, supply of timber for agricultural requirements, firewood, &c., the latter being supple-
mented by the yield from the Goodara Valley tract, which should be divided into blocks to be
worked in rotation on the system of coppice with standards.

8. As regards the leased forest the terms of. lewse give us full control, the only reserva-
tion being the Jenmi right to * ivory, honey, cardamms, and such like hill prodace.”

We are not aware that there are any cardamomsin the tract, and arrangements can easily
be made for handing over any tusks found in the Drests. It may not, therefore, be deemed
necessary to take any steps regarding this clause, bw we have thought it right to notice it as
giving the Nambiddy’s servants a potential right to-mter the forest which might prove inimical
to conservancy.

9. So far as the Government forests included kn the proposed reserve are concerned, it
will be observed that no specific claims of any sort vere made either on behalf of communities

‘or individuals. The ryots of Apamalai stated that, prior to the forming of the hamlet of _

Vetakaranpudur and clearing of the jungle, they hal never taken their cattle beyond the base
of the hills. The ryots of Vetakaranpudur advanced » general claim to graze on the slopes and
in the interior of the forests, but admitted that theywere stopped by Lieutenant Michael in
1851, and a reference to the records proves that prevous to this grazing fees were levied by
the renter of the forests. The survey ayacut of thé)Anamalai village with its hamlets thirty
years ago was 9,194 acres; it is now 37,000 acres, (vide paragraph 8 of Mr. Wedderburn’s
letter recorded with Board’s Proceedings, No. 4,764, sf 17th November 1871).

v What might be considered the communal or villa'ge jungle has thus all been cleared away
and none remains. . \

The other petitions presented, with the exceptio; of Ramasawmy Moodelly’s to the land
already alluded to, had reference merely to the ordirary working of the forest rules, In the
absence of auny specific claims or rights it appears to 3 sufficiently liberal if grazing and other
privileges be permitted outside the boundaries of thereserves under certain restrictions to be
alluded to further on, and for this an adequate area ndt too remote from the villages remains.

10. From information recently collocted there slould be about 18" Kaders—men, women
and children—resident in or near the proposed reservel The Deputy Conservator, Mr, Williams,
states that he can find only one\wman, but the Depu’y Conservator on special duty saw and
conversed with several during his\ pcent visit ; whateser be their numbers there privileges will
in no way be interfered with by the constitution of the reserve.

11. The second reserve proposed is to the east df the road leading to the waterfall coffee
estates and may be styled the Ponachi Reserve. Thisblock contains the remains of a fine Teak
forest interspersed with Rosewood and Vengay which joay be resuscitated by careful treatment,
and, being for the most part situated on a comparatively level plateau, offers exceptional advane
tages for systematic operations. Its arca is sbout sif square miles, The Tunacaduvu River
forms the boundary on the north and north-east, the Chinnaur from the waterfall to its junction

with the Tunacaduvu, the boundary on the west, whilst a line drawn from the waterfall alongrz»y,

the slopes of Patchapalmallai to Kundrutimallai, and tence north to the Tonacaduvu will mark
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. . ; iven to have these boundaries marked
i rn and eastern limits. Instractions have been given to hes s e
Lts z(a,;lrtzl:soas in the case of the Tunacaduvu reserve, and the limits are indicated by a broad red

. line on the map. :

12. Within these limits there is a small colfee estate, the property of Ramasawmy Moodelly,
a small area of irrigated land held by the sawe party and _Messrs. Stanes and Co., and a further
area of irrizated land to which we bolieve no one has a title. As it i3 important to secure the
natural bodndary of the Chinnaur on the west, it would appear advisable to buy up theso
rivate rights, but if an excessive value be set upon them, the western boundm:y mast, of course,
moved further on so as to leave the coffee estate, &c., outside. There is also .8 right of
way to a small Swamy shrine known as the Ponachi Ummencovil, and beyond which must be
respected. In the claims advanced by somgq of the villagers in the plains the Ponachi forest is
mentioned as one in which they have been it the habit of depasturing their cattle; but, in the
absence of any specific right, we think the privilege nLiy fairly be restricted to the northern side

of the Tunacaduva river.
A few Kaders, Puliars, and Irulars livein or near the reserve whose privileges can easily

be defined and respected.

13. The third reserve proposed is gituited in the extreme south-east corner of the division
and adjoins what is now known as the Kallafuram firewood reserve, and includes the whole upper
portion of the Talangee valley. The bounduries as indicated on the map are as follows :—

forth,—From Paumbumallai to the anicut and thence by Kumbuparay to Mukanda-
mallai and the Madura Distriet boundary. . .

TWest.—The Madura District bounda-y from Mukandamallai in the north to the Travancore
District boundary in the souta.

South.—The Travancore boundary t» Payratmallai.

Eust.— From Payratmallai in the south to Pitchymallai and thence north-west to
Puambumallai.

This would include the whole upper portion of the Unjenad or Talangee valley and the
sholahs on head waters of the Amravati aunl its tributaries which are in British territory, the
area being about 74 square miles ; but someslight deviation from these boundaries may be found
necessary on the reserve being actually comstituted. The villages of Talangee and Kodandoor
are included in this reserve. Their cultivition need not be interfered with, and a margin of
waste round each can be marked off for ligitimate extension ; on the other band it might be
preferable to buy it up and retain it for planting or use of the hill tribes employed 1n the
reserve. The actual cultivation in both villages is only 207 acres of nunjah and 118 acres
of punjah, assessed at Rupees 213 per amum. The Puttadars are, as a rule, non-resident,
and the cultivation 1s maiuly carried on ther behalf for a scanty wage by Irulars and Puliars.

The rights of way to these villages and those in the Travancore country beyond mast, " of
vourse, be respected. There is at present nccart road beyond the anicut. This tract differs widel y
from the other two which we propose to wserve. The forest is at present very poor and of
quite a different character to that in the twp other reserves resembling more that of the Goodara
Valley before it was partly protected. There is here and there a stunted Teak troe and Vengay,
Vella Naga, &c., in some of the ravines; but the prevailing tree in the valley is the Oosul
(dvacia amora) which provides firewood onk.  We believe the growth may be greatly improved
by the exclusion of fire, cattle and goats, ard systematic conservancy ; but we g(l;e not anticipate
that it will ever prove a really fine forest. | It occupies, however, the same position in the east

-as the Goodurs Valley tract in the west, Jeing the only jungle left in the plains. The whole

district to the north is singularly devoid d trees; there is therefore a great scarcity of timber
for ordinary purposes and firewood, both of which the proposed reserve conld supply, and
should the Railway come to Udumalpetta,as it certainly will some day, it would prove invala-
able. Even now we think that endeavours should be made to throw a supply of comparatively
cheap firewood into the markets at Comarilingam, Udumalapetta, & , not for the sake of direct
profit, but in order to stay the burningof cow-dang straw, &c., which now prevails. This
might be done by ﬂoatmg_down the Awaiavati or the construction of a good cart road through
t,hq .forests.‘ The protection of the sourwes of such of the feeders of the Amaravati as are in
British territory, and course of the mainriver will also be ensared and the reserve probabl
supplemented by exteusive reservations cn the ’

gone into in that district. It i_s for thesereasons and with regard to the future more than the
present that we recommend this tract bdng reserved. It need not, of course, all be taken in
hand at once. The tract now styled a rtserve near Kula ; ’
closed, nor any steps taken to improve it! This tract will now be classed as a protected forest,
and that immediately adjoining it betweea the two channels might, with hittle labor or expense
be converted into an almost impenetrable 1orest. of Babool (4. 4rabica). Fire-traces cut for the
protection of the reserves or any portiod of them would require to be at least 80 yards wide
to prove really effective. In addition to the three reserves thus indicated it may eventually be
considered advisable to place on the regerved list some mmore of the shola forests at the head

Madura side of the valley when the subject is -

puram has never becn fire-traced or .
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waters of streams on the Government Anamalais in order to ensure their permanent protection,
Meanwhile as “protected forests * they will enjoy almost equal immunity from destruction
although not closed or conserved in any way whicL 18 quite unnecessary. The only applications
likely to be received for them would come from parties desirous of planting tea, cuffee or
chinchona, but against this it should be clearly understood that they are, for the present at least,
rigidly protected.

14, Maving thus dealt with the question of reserved forests representing an area of
162 square miles out of 2 total of, roughly speaking, 435 square miles of hill forests and grass
in the division, we proceed to Section 2— Existing communal privileges, future requirements
and extension of cultivation. We are of opinion that there are no communal privileges at all,
nor have any such been claimed, the village forests in which they may have existed having
been cleared for cultivation ; and that the future requirements are the preservation and improve-
ment of the forests on account of climatic consideraticns generally, the permanency of the water-
supply and that of timber and firewood to meet present and future demands. We are further
of opinion that cultivation, in its ordinary sense, hap reached its extreme limits and that no
further extension, except in the shape of coffee, tea, hnd chinchona on the hills, should be pro-
vided for or permitted.

15. We recommend therefore that the whoie remaining area of hill forest in the

division outside the permanent reserves be classed agd treated as * protected forest” as defined

in Act VII of 1878, due provision being made for

(a.) The legitimate and bona fide extension of the cultivation of coffee, &c., in snitable
localities.

(6.) The Ponakad or Kameri cultivation of thi hill tribes and retention by them of the
right of collecting minor forest produce.

(c.) - The supply to villagers in the plains of t}mber for agricultural purpbses, firewood,
&c., on free pass under the forest rules, and the depasturing of cattle when such
is considered advisable. i .

16. (a).—We are strongly in favor of encourazing the development of the industry in
tes, coffee, &c., by which capital is wttracted to the country, labor employed and resources
developed, but cannot recommend that any opening (ut be permitted under conditions which
necessitate the destruction of forests of value, either for the timber they contain or for their
influence, direct or indirect, on the climate or water-supply. ) e

The water-supply of the sonthern portion of the Coimbatore District, in which there is a
considerable estent of wet cultivation, depends miinly upon the streams and rivers which
issue from the ravines on the northern and easternwater-shed of the Anamalais, whilst the
inhabitants of the plains are dependent upon the lowerglopes for their supply of timber, firewood,
&c. The water-supply is insufficient and not so conlinuous as it used to be. The supply of
timber is barely adequate, and no pains or expense slould, we think, be spared to reclothe the
hill sides which the heavy demand for timber and firewood of late years, the annual fires and
despasturing of cattle and goats have rendered more hr less bare. Under these circumstances,
we deprecate any further clearing of forest for coffee, éc., on the northern or eastern water-shed
or slopes, We would confine operations on this side ti the ravine in which the “ waterfall ’ and
other estates are situated, and even there restrict clesring to above the waterfall itself and

below the very top of the ridge which, in the intereste of planters themselves, should be kept .

covered with heavy forests. By the adoption of these measures the damage to water-supply,

if 1t occur, will be redaced to a minimum and limited to one stream instead of extending all .

along the line of mountains. !

17. If we cross the ridge behind Mr. Walsh’s edate, however, we find an extensive ares,
probably 85 square miles, of heavy forest watered by :~h_e Vaitoolyfmr, the Sholayaur, and their
tributanes, a great portion of which would appear en_mel}tly suitable for the cultivation of
coffee, &c., and to the clearing of which none of the d>jections noted above apply. The forest
is of little or no intrinsic value and inaccessible, and tie drainage being to the West Coast,
where the rainfall and water-supply is adequate, no d{,mage is likely to result from considerable
clearing. We recommend therefore that the whole of this area as shown in the map from
behind Poonachi and Aundypars, south to the Travaneire boundary and west to the boundary
of the Tunacaduvu reserved forest, be gradually made svailable for sale in snitable blocks under
the Waste Land Rules. If Government approve of tlis suggestion, we consider that a proper
road should be opened. out and maintained via thewaterfall and Mr, Walsh's estate. The
general arrangements might be left to the Forest Department who alone have resident
establishments. . .

18. (3.)—On the recommendation of the late C)llector (Mr. Wedderburn), Government
sanctioned certain arrangements in 1874 (G.O. of 18ta April 1874, No. 462, Revenue,) with
the object of inducing the hill tribes to adopt more settled habits of life and confine their culti-
vation to certain localities where an ample margin of lind was to be allotted to them. "hess
arrangements, which were partially carried out, have not succeeded, and we do not think any
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scheme which interferes with the roaming habits of the hill men is likely to work well. Much
more probably the result would be their migration to the forests of the ajdoining Native States,
which we consider would be a serious loss to the Forest Department who, we propose, should
Jargely utilize their services in the future as Forest Guards.

19. We find that they would be quite coutent to restrict their Ponakad or Kumeri cultiva-
tion to the old clearings which they have made here and there from time to time and abandoned,
and we consider it advisable that all those should be demarcated with stones bearing a special
mark, surveyed and retained for their epecial use. Their situation is well known as well as the
particular tribe who have been in the habit of cultivating them. No time should be lost in
effecting this demarcation and restricting the Ponakad cultivation to their limits, unless special
sanction for a new clearing be obtained through the Forest Department.

We have reason to believe that this concession, coupled with the monopoly of the colloction
of minor foresl;froducts, will give the hill men generally great satisfuction, and that, in return, |
they will be ready to render such services to the Forest Department as they are capable of. |
Mr. Douglas found the Kaders most useful, and with a little tact and kindness on the part of |
the Forest Officer and employés, and a small annual present in the shape of money, grain or)
cloths they can be made most useful anxiliaries. 3

They complain bitterly of the infring‘ement of late years by coolies from the plains of their
privilege of collecting gall-nuts, honey, w.x, &c.

20. We think, wherever practical, they should be confirmed and supported in the prior
right to collect to the exclusion of all otiers, and that every facility should be given them to
dispose of the produce to the best advant:ge, whether through the agency of the Forest Depart-

come up from the plains do great damage in collecting the myrobalans (fruit of Terminalia,
Belerica, Chebula, &c,,) sacrificing hundreds of trees by breaking down and tearing off branches
and saplings, whereas the hill men do little or no damage in collecting the produce.

21. Weuppend a census of the different hill tribes resident on the Government Anamalais
(including the leased forest) recently compiled by the Forest Ranger in charge of No. 2 Range,
which is probably as aceurate as can be procured. It will be seen that they number over 1,000
souls, of whom more than one half are Puliars and about one quarter Kaders.” The former reside,
for the most part, in the onter range of mountains north of the Tunacaduvu river where they
have regular villages, such as Poondy, Mavadapcooroomallai, &c., whilst the Kaders and
Mudavars frequent the jnner and moreremote localities where they have seldom any settled
place of abode. ]

|
22. (¢,)—For the supply of timbar, firewood, &ec., other than by direct departmental
agency the whole area of the protected forests will be available, and the outer slopes and ravines
extending from Coochmallai in the north.west to the Talangee or Unjenad Valley in the south- ]
west must proyide the main local supply of this part of the district.

23. Wo have given the question of the depasturing of cattle very careful consideration.

~ We have already stated that no chims to communal privileges have been preferred, by
which we mean that 1o right held in common by a number of persons against all other persons
or the State has been advanced ; on the toutrary it has been universally admitted that cattle
from all parts of this and even the adjoiring district are more or less depastured on the hills as
well as those from the villages in the imj:ediat.e vicinity. On the other hand that the privilege

or free use of the pasturage has been pnjoyed by all comers for periods varying in length
according to the extension of cultivation and congequent disap eaxB:nce of the viﬁage foregs’tés
in the plains is undoubted. This privilbge has virtually extencfed over the whole area of the
hill forests, althongh prevented from tine to time in the neighbourhood of Tunacaduvu in the |
west, and not, as a rale, extending south of the Tunacaduvu river in the east.

24. This grazing is of two descript!ons, viz., first the driving of cattle, goats, &c., in com-
paratively small numbers from the villsges near the hills to the lower slopes from which they !
return the same evening ; and, second, th grazing of large herds further in the mountains where
they are kept for weeks or months under the charge of Mulsers, We thought this practice was
only usual during a comparatively short portion of the year when but little pasture is available
in the plains, but we find it has become more or less the custom amongst the villages sitnated
near the hills to keep all the cattle they do not absolutely require upon the hills during the whole
year. !

The average number thus ermanant] depastured f i ¢ is esti
not Jess than 12,000 head of cattxl)e. ‘ y. pastured from Ponachi eastv_yards s estimated

25. 'We deprecate both practices most strongly, not only on acpount cf the damage done to
the fox:ests and their conse;%uent deteriomtion, but far more on account of the loss of the manure
for which alone many of the cattle havt any value; the inducement which the facility holds
out to leave no portion of s holding under grass, and congequent impoverishment of the soil.
In the course of our inquiries we found dome of the richest ryots with holdings of four or five
bundred acres, leaving no portion of thejr land fallow or under grasa because L211ey bad the hills
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within easy reach to which to send their cattle. We found further that it was not uncommon in
the Udamalpetai Taluk for ryots to sublet for pasture part of their holding at remunerative rates
to others from Palladam, availing themselves meanwhile of the free pasture on the Government
hills. We regard the hills asa valuable grazing reserve available in seasons of exceptional
drought, but we think everything should be done to discourage their being made use of as a
regular practice by ryots who already hold their land on exceptionally favorable rates of assess-
ment, varying from Annas 12 to Annas 8, to the detriment both of the forests and of the fields
by the loss of the manure, the cattle whose manure is 8o absolutely necessary for the soil being
kept almost all the year round on the hills.

26. We propose therefore that a payment should be levied on all cattle depastured on the
hills, a procedure which is, we believe, common in other provinces. The payment should be

fixed with reference to the rates ruling for dry cultivation and area required per head. Thus, .

if the rate of assessment be taken at Annas 8 per acre and it requires 2 or 3 acres for the feed
of a bullock or buffalo, we would fix the annual rate per head at 1 rupee. This would, perhaps,
induce ryots to retain a portion of their holdings as pasture, if not it would provide a fund for
the protection and reboisement of the hills, The rate should be levied and a license issned prior
to the cattle entering the hills by the agency of the Forest Department and Village Monigars,
Should it be deemed inexpedient to levy so high a rate as we have recommended some charge
at least appears advisable, and in any case the taking out of a license or permit under specified
conditions prior to sending cattle into the forests to zraze should, we think, be imperative.

The license should state number of head of cat:le and the limits within which they may
graze and prescribe conditions, such as not setting fire to the grass, cutting or lopping trees,
&c., non-observance of which should render the license liable to cancelment and the consequent
exclusion of the cattle. i

27. We venture strongly to recommend this point to the consideration of the Board and
Government, being convinced that it is all-importan} in the interests not only of forest conser-
vancy bat of the people themselves. That the people would gradually acquiesce in such measures
i3 proved by the results of an experiment in the sa-called Kullapuram forest reserve for the
right of grazing in which the Forest Department have levied Rupees 345-15-0 in two years,
represexting upwards of 5,000 head of cattle and 1,000 sheep and goats which have been
depastured within its limits at the rate of 1 anna per head of cattle and 3 pies per sheep for
six months. -

We would exclude sheep and goats from the privilege of hill-grazing, as the damage done
by them to young trees is incalculable and utterly inimical to any reproduction.

28. We consider that steps are urgently necesiary to stay the deforestment of the hill
slopes and reclothe them with trees, and with this olject propose that alternate tracts should
be clused for a term of years rigidly conserved, and,if found necessary, fire-traced to permit
of regrowth. This can probably be best effected by a system of blocking out ravine by ravine
and closing each alternate one on rotation for a period of years. The ravinesare all well known
by local names and it would not be difficult to define rhe limits of the tracts open and closed by
natural boundaries.

29. The whole outer boundary of the protected forests where it joins the line of cultivation
should be clearly demarcated by stones and a broad iaspection path after it has been definitely
settled by the Revenue and Forest officials. This will put a stop to the endless question as to
what is and what is not forest, and enable the jurisdiction and duties of the Forest officials to
be clearly defined. This will be comparatively easy ia this division, as the forests are all situa-
ted on what may be considered one block or range of aills and not interspersed by cultivation,
but it will of course take time and could not probably be carried out by the local Forest estab-
lishment without detriment to their ordinary duties. -

80. In conclusion we would submit that it will be necessary to give effect to our proposals
that a definite settlement be made by an officer duly aathorized ander the provisions of a legal
.enactment, and that the sooner this 1s done and a complete record of such scttloment made the
better for all parties concerned. It does not follow that because few claims, and those of a
very vague description, have been advanced, others more specific and therefore more seriously
affecting the question may not be put forward immediately it is sought to give effect to our
recommendations and intensify conservancy whichis now little more than a name. A legal and

permanent settlement is the only course which can prove at once just, binding, and satisfactory .

to all parties, and it is urgently called for. 4

31. We would further remark that it will be no use constituting reserves or protected
forests unless the protection is adequate and persistert. For this the regular forest establish-
wents are quite inadequate. When the Deputy Conservator on special duty visited Tunacadavu
he ascertained that the whole permanent protective and working establishments,$ Yoth for
the leased and Government reserved forest, consisted of one Ranger, one Forester, a\d four
Forest Guards. To attempt protection with sach a staff is but to court infringement’ of the
rules and set & premium on their being ignored. - }
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~ We aro aware that there must be a financial limit to the entertainment of f |
lishments, but we venture to recommend that they be kept up to the full sanctioneccl)r:cszlgs!:glt)l;;
as regards numbers and emoluments, and supplemented by the enlistment of all the hill tribes'
whose services, such as they are, may, we believe, be secured with ease by such concessions‘
!l‘)egardmg Ponakad minor produce, &c., 83 we have already alluded to. Co-operation should also 1
b :nﬁduant{lsepmed from the inhabitants of villages in and bordering on the forests and those |
enjoye%.ca e into the hills to graze byﬁ the conditions under which these privileges may be;

—_ o

Encrosure No. 3.
MEMORANDUM. 1

Tre villages from which claims or etitions h i ; ; .
have been examined, are the followingp:_.1 ons have been received, and the inhabitants of which |

Pollachi Taluk.

1. Vetakuranpudur. 11, San 'm olliem. . ipolli |
g. Oodayacolum. : 12. Nulﬁ:)r.P gé %ﬁi’;ﬁﬁlp‘ﬁg:ﬁl- %
. Apamalai. 13. Ungalakurichi. 23. Chittur d . i
g. g:qdand.mmken.polhem. 14. Bommanaikenputty. 24. Samathora i
o Ch{}'a.ngl Chettipudur. | 15. Jelliputty. 25. Pooloochini;m olliem. |
& Kaoizpuram. 16. Cumbalaputty. 26. Veeralaputty. P T
I r;ur ig Malayandiputnam. 27. Awmarampolliem. ;
3. Thor: gn r . Nalloor. 28. Thondamoothoor. !
. janaikanar. 19. Paratur. 29. Dalavapolliem ?
0. Karyandichettipolliem. | 20. Kodingiputty. 30. Vagap(?l(l)iem . |
L Dl Udanalpetai Taluk. g*
. Dhully. 9. Udalkumpolliem. i
:‘;).. gallapolhem. 10, Depalputrl):y. %g g:x:‘:h;lril::l. !
8. Dallaputty.d 11. Chelapanpolliem. 119, Periapar}))anut;z {
i sza:arpu ur. 12. Ereswamputty. 20. Chinnapapa.nnéu i
> Pura ur. " 13. Udakampolliem. 21. Thimaputty. . "
S Anglgamudnr, 14. Kodsngiem. 22. Reddipolliem. - |
z Kunagoun anur, 15. Elliamuttur. 23. Guruvupanaikenpolli !
. puram. -1 16. Kurichikottay. 24, Circurpgddure pomieR
2. .

The ryots of Anamalai i i
855000 (:iymm rights?fa ai and the a,d[)a.cent villages of the Pollachi Taluk (villages 1, 2, 3,
(1) Of grazing. ’ 5

((gg %n.xtting (\ivood on free licenses. §6; %gzgog:rf&:f et-makers.

(4:) c ix:rvgggl. . (7.) Wood for washermen,

The claims refer to the slo i i
[ er to pes of the hills lead
Anamalai, and grazing rights are claimed in the Teaﬁng:egt ?s:ﬁ? Government Toaks forest st

3. Iwillremark on th i . .
preferred. n theso claims ﬁ,rSt" and will then proceed to notice the other claims

3

With'reference to the claim of grazing ri istan nired
. ; i g rights the Head Assistant inqui
lvlilltl?l gtg;esifa :ilnalm;,ee ll'f}l))(;t:tﬂ:—— * Ventakaranpudur and Udyacolum are bg;?xnizﬁga;&?vgllq
Tillages, how%ver n mé(ilnmg to the statements of the ryots about thirty years acrg ni?}
Gt oner, i ondg sy v g st 1 i o e ot o
g§ 1:?1(1’3 ;eadglg g]gat:; cultivation extended up to Madiamalai, five tttxﬁ(lle: }Er'fguxhiﬁounden'bom‘
of hils). tﬁg 8 (Illfl}dur and Anamalai were jungle villages, remissions had to bev arumt (da.se
account of ¢ ne:gre tions l;)f wild beasts. Grazing ground was at their ve doorgm‘:i ih o
yas nelther ne dnor 1:({: nation to drive cattle into the hills. The lim?tr;s of . alf' fon,
e T ;11. ue a.y Igill \:;ncf Aand aul;.?mther' ten years, to adopt the reckoning of ax(:gthle‘:: tmn::
(Nalla C tha,tlz.he ra.ct? ;mm : ), grazing ground was sought in the hill forests. It o
s (S ot of rsing e L monian i e o Lo s of e
:La: :3)!&1’10'1(‘1 ix-t:?n:hle _foaests a fee was levied qu: each headezlf‘ng::g;a wﬁgﬁn th: c:lt;tract ey
the same Tirum :: ]a; oun,delf gives a long list of places where grazing hzg;;a bgen fz;eb;idf gafm,
Moabievi exclude);iﬁ? frot 18 also notorious that the Forest Department have always 1ea.ril 05
ot A Abnad 3 m certain portions of the forests, and have exercised {hc _m}(: .
8 varying degree of vigilance. It cannot therefore be considered th:t réfes% '4
- 3
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ave established their claims to grazing or other rights so far as any particular part
At tho same time I am not at all inclined to deny the existence of
such rights in general and without regard to specific portions of forest territory. This brings
on the question which the late Collector submitted to the Board of Revenne, whether grazing

and other forest rights advance before the extended limits of cultivation. Without putting the

;ssue in this way, however, I beg to point out that in a talak where there is mo evidence

ointing to the existence of village jungles the ryots can claim no more than to graze and cob
12 so much forest land as is fair and reasonable Should the result then of Captain Campbell
Walker’s mission be to leave so much of the hills for the use of the villagers as is reasonably
sufficient and reasonably convenient in accessibility and other respects they would, in my
opinion, have cause of complaint neither legally nor equitably.”

4. Another ryot, Nallakaruppa Pillai of Anamalai, stated that Ventakaranpudur, which is
two miles south-west of Anamalai, * was built thirty-or thirty-five years ago. Before that the
cattle belonging to the Anamalai village could not go up to the hills ; that it is only twenty years
since cattle first went up to the bills ; that ¢ ten or seventeen years Ago ’ they used to go to
Tunacadava (Government Teak Forest) but were stopped ; and that the villagers now take their
cattle to the Rajah’s (Cochin or Collengode Numbiddy’s) forests and pay him 2 Annas per head
grazing fee.’ :

5. The other claims put forward by these villagers are to the usnal asufruct of jungles
for wood and bamboos for agricultural and domestic purposes. The claims do not refer to
jungles within their village boundaries, and although they refer to specific localities are sup-
_ported by much the same arguments as the claims to grazing rights. By the present rules of
the Forest Department ryots are allowed, when there is not sufficient forest in their villages,
to obtain wood and bamboos for domestic and agricultural purposes on free permits from Gov-
ernment Forests, and what the claimants principally request is that this privilege shall be
continued to them.

6. The ryots of the other villages in the Pollachi and Udamalpetai Taluks prefer very
similar claims to grazing rights, and the uses of (rovernment jungles for wood and bamboos for
domestic and agricultural purposes. The villagers state that they have from time immemorial
been in the habit of grazing their wattle on the Anamalai Hills and of obtaining wood and
bamboos from the jungles on the slopes. They state that the forest officials have latterly
prevented their doing so. The villagers are unable to mention any one forest official by name
+vho has done so, and the inquiries I have made show that cattle are at the present moment on
the hills. In proof of their customary rights they point to the numerous cattle kraals existing
on the hills. They state that they keep their cattle constantly on the hills only bringing down
cows soon after calving, and bullocks at the cultivating season, and that the cattle are sent back
as soon as the ploughing is over. The villagers do not accompany the cattle but employ

Mulsers to look after them. ‘
7. The villagers of Comaralingum (a nunjah village) state that they have no grazing
oround in their village when the crops are growing' and therefore have been in the habit of

gending their cattle to the hills and request & specific allotment of land on the hills for their

cattle. :
8. Tt is admitted by the claimants that the right of grazing claimed by them is not exclu-
give, and that cattle from other parts of the district, even from the vicinity of Palladam, are

. sent to the hills to graze. : .
. 9. When conducting the settloment of the Udamalpetai "faluk last May, I ascertained that
some of the ryots of villages lying near the hills were in the habit of renting oub their fields for

" grazing to peopla from the centre of the district, and got as much rent as from 3 rupees to
4 rupees per acre for such lands, the assessment being about 1 rupee per acre. Their cattle
were sent to the hills to graze for nothing and they derived a considerable income from letting

their lands to others not s0 conveniently situated.
10. The inquiry that has been made shows two things— A
1st.—That the claims are not to communal rights or privileges. '
9nd.—That the practice of grazing cattle in the eristing Government jungles is of
: comparatively recent origin. By communal >’ rights I mean rights common
to all the inbabitants of 2 village and relating to users within the village
boundaries, At the time of the settlement certain lands were set apart as
common grazing grounds, &c. These were not probably sufficient at the time
and the villagers either grazed their cattle on a portion of their putta lands
which were lying fallow, or sent thewm to the nearest Government forest or
waste land (not being common land of another village). I do not think that
the practice of sending their cattle away from their villages to graze in Gave
ernument jungles would give the people a right of common in these jungles.

3
. 11. TIn deciding on the future conservancy of the Government forest and grass lands in

viliagers h
of the forests is concerned.

" {his dwision it is, I think, necessary to consider the subject with refereuce to that part of the
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district the inhabitants of which have been in the habit of sonding their cattle to the hills, and
not with sole reference to the villages lying in the immediate vicinity of the hills. Itis not, I
think, a question of communal rights, for 1 do not think such rights exist. é

12. The inquiries I have made show that under the present system a vast quantity of
manare ;s lost to the soil. What that loss is is shown in the report of Mr. Robertson, the
Superintendent of the Government Farms, for 1876-77, and I'think therefore the Guvernment
shonld not throw open gratuitously all the remaining grazing grounds of the district, but
should encourage as far as possible grazing within village limits. At present but few lands
are allowed to lie fallow. Crop after crop is taken off, no manare or scarcely any is applied

" (what manure is collected being generally burnt for fuel) and in consequence the soil has
deteriorated most grievously. The same thing will happen to the new lands brought under
cultivation in the Anamalai Division. The virgin soil 1s now yielding magnificent crops, bat
it cannot last for ever and must deteriorate. Private proprietors, and, as admitted by the

e e e o s o i i

petitioners, the Collengode Numbiddy charges a grazing rent for cattle bronght to their lands,
and I do nct see why Government shounld not do the same. If the rights claimed were commau-
nal rights the case would be different, but as there are no communal rights I think Govern-
ment should charge a grazing rent for cattle taken to the hills. This would tend to induce the

ple to graze their cattle in their own villages I think, however, that the revenue realized ;

should be appropriated either to improve these forests which may be classed as *protected,”
or else should be expended as a grant-in-aid towards the formation of village jungles.

13. As regards the claims to user of Government jungles for wood, bamboos, &c., for!

agricultursl and domestic purposes it seems to me that a8 long as Government allow the ryots

to get wood and bamboos on free permits and allot safficient jungles for the purpose the ryots

cannot with reason object to the allotment. In our report we propose to class a large extent of !

jungle as ““ Protected Forest,” from which the ryots will under certain restrictions be able to
obtain all they want. It would be impracticable with due regard to conservancy to allot for all
time specific jungles to each village or group of villages. i

- 14. The following is a statement of the number of cattle, &c., in the Pollachi and
Udamalpetai Taloks :— * .

Bul. Male | Young | Femsle
Taluks. Cows. | 100k, | Bulle. | Buffa- | Buffa- | Buffa- | Bheep. | Total.
loes. loes. loes.
Pollachi Taluk—
Villages adjoining Hills ,, .. .. ..] 5451) 10,5821 2,324 575 478 | 1,453 | 19,492 | 40,355
Other Villiges —»a .« e v oo o | 15,661| 17,283| 8,042 127 | 180 1,540 | 26,008 | 63,831

Total .. | 21,T12{ 27,865 5,366 702 | 658 | 2,993 | 45,500 | 104,196
. Udamalpetai TAlok oo os oo or o oo | 6196| 16,616 .. | 1,310 .. 868 | 22,181 | 47,201

Grand Total ., | 27,308 44,481| 5,366 2,042 858 | 83,861 } 67,681 | 151,397

»

12th October 1878. : (Signed) A, McC. WEBSTER,
: Collector.

'No. 1,105.

ForwarDED to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, through
the Board of Revenue, with reference to paragraph 3 of the G.0., No. 1,105, of the
20th July 1878. ’

OOTACAMUND,

(Signed)
18th October 1878.

R. H. BEDDOME, Lt.-Col.,
Conservator of Forests.

Tre Conservator of Forests submits a joint report drawnt; a C itt
consisting of the Collector of Coimbatore and Captg,in C. Walkeg,boyn theofxgrl'ggtsegi
;}Ile 8101118}; Coimbatore Division, in accordance with G.0., dated 20th J uly 1878,

0. 1,105. ’

2. This report is apparently the result of personal inspection of the localities
referred to, and of a careful inquiry into the rights and privileges therein of the
people of the neighbouring villages.

3. The « Hill forests and grass in the division’’ are rouchly comput d
| Teasure 435 square miles. Of this extent it i8 proposed that 1%2 Jsrqua,x?;p;i?es 1';2
constituted * reserv ed forests” and the rest be treated as * protected forests.”

1
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4. The reserved forests are to be divided into three, which may be conveni-
ently termed—

I. The Anamalai Reserve.
II. The Ponachi do.
III. The Talanji do.

5. The extent of No. I is estimated at 82 square miles. It will embrace the
whole of the Government’ Teak forest and that leased from the Nambiddy (26
square miles), but only 45 square miles are recommended for ¢ immediate
treatment.” ‘

6.. The northern boundary of this reserve should, it is considered, be con-
terminous with the southern limit of cultivation and will thus generally include the
slopes of the hills, \ \

7. This measure is proposed to secure the upper and really valuable forest
from the dangers from fire and cattle to which it would be exposed if the slopes
were left open to free entry and grazing.

8. A piece of low-country jungle known'as the Cuchmallai reserve is also
included as being * the only fair piece of jungle Jeft on the plains’in this direction,”
and the better to protect the whole reserve an pxisting road is to be closed and
another formed outside the boundary. There appears to be no cultivation within
the limits, but it is stated that one Ramasami Moodelly has a claim to 300 bullahs
of land within the Cuchmallai portion.

9. The Board believe that this claim was investigated some years ago, and
Colonel Beddome thinks it was finally settled,” The Collector should report on
this point. . :

No. IL. - The Ponachi reserve * contains the remains of a fine Teak forest.”
It consists of a small block of about 6 square miles, but its exact extent will vary
according as it may be decided to exclude or buy up a small coffee estate and some
unimportant wet cultivation.

10. The IIIrd or Talanji reserve is to be/formed, not for its timber which is
poor, but for reasons similar to those which intuce the Committee to include the
Cuchmallai jungle in No. I, viz., to provide for the timber a.n(l fuel requirements
of the neighbouring villagers. The reservation will also serve to protect some of
the sources of the river Amaravati. ' .

11. Its area will be about 74 square rles, and two villages, Talanji and
Kodandur, lie within it. Their cultivation and its extension ean be provided for,
but as it consists according to the Committed’s inquiries of “only 207 acres of
nunjah and 118 acres of punjah assessed at Rj. 213 per annum,” it is suggested
that * it might be preferable to buy it up and 1etain it for planting or use of the
hill tribes’’ who now work for non-resident Puttadars.

12. The Conservator thinks the amount ¢f cultivation “has been immensely

-under-estimated,” but he approves of this ang all the reserves proposed by the

Committee, though he would divide No. I into-
(1),—the Government Teak forest ; '
(2),—the leased forest ; {
(3),—the Anagoondy reserve; and |
(4),—the Cuchmallai reserve. i
13. This point and various other questions connected with the future treat-
ment of the reserves are matters of administrative detail and convenience which
the Conservator is competent to arrange. '
14. The whole of the forests in the division with the exception of the leased
portion belong to Government, and the Committee have come to the conclusion that

- no communal privileges exist in regard to them, inasmuch as * the village forests

in which they may have existed ”” have *been cleared for cultivation.”

15. This fact seems fully established by the evidence taken by the Collector
and Head Assistant Collector, who inquired into the claims preferred by the neigh-

¢
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16 ReVENUE DEPARTMENT, o . |
: - . . " e { Memorandum from Captain Walker, Deputy besides Captain Walker can, I think
| bouring villages 00 b7 Golonel Beddome’s, own sequintaiee “‘%th the division - Conservator of Forests, on special daty.  peyor be requiréd ; at any raée Messrs.’
o abpel'iod e h the subject of future requirements ' ‘ f Peet and Gass could not be spared now, Mahomed Ali Sahib is also just at

1 al with the subject of fut . |
16. The Committee finally deal wi

present in charge of Salem, whilst Mr. Stanbrough is absent on short sick leave, but
his services will shortly be available, and Mr. Boileau might be attached to the
party on his return from England. Iagree with Captain Walker that a small
survey party or an officer of the Survey Department is necessary, and I think that

ivation in i i se has reached its ;
:der that *cultivation in its ordinary sense :
xtrelnz:e 1&3”%&&&9 plains, and would therefore treat all forest mot in the
€

»? 1 rovision for—
reserves as ¢ protected,” making due pro

s T AT .

, ; ! . : . the hills, a Revenue officer should be permanently appointed in each district who should
‘ (}))”‘Ebe E‘xl:j::i’%iﬁfvt&%sogeﬁ’iﬁ& tcn,b[{)‘l;’n ;z:]t&c’ms onH remain attached to the settlement party as long as it remains in the district.
: %.?;)):———_fgll“ the requirements of villages on the plains for timber for agri- 3. I also approve of the proposal that the party should work in the field

. . cultural purposes and fuel on free p;lss 1zznd flor g.m:szgf. o
' he first, they * deprecate any further clearing ot 1orest for
. coffe(les.&c{’n’ 22%’:{1% f]%:thefl or east);rn wgtershed or slopes in orgfaglto ge.cure the
water-’supply on this side, but indicate some I.leavy.forestl, \{)'rot 10 y . 5 square ’
miles,” which might be given away as the drainage 13 t0 the esf oast.
Second.—Kumeri cultivation they would confine to old cle.'flrmg§1 Wlncli dsho}x]ﬂd "
be demarcated. The hill tribes whose gumbers are put at 1,000 sz:ll S'W0111 , they =
consider, readily accept this settlement if ** confirmed and supported in the prior ; N o o N
. ’  Lill produce *tothe exclusion of others. This monopglx is rom 1 , ma o, 5, Doty Consortor of Forss,an Specil Dy, b
;‘lgrthlt torceggsxtlended gs the coolies from the plains who collect such produce injure ({ g;gne% R EDDONE, GorteTaion o oot of Forosts, on Special, Dy, to
tﬁe tlf:es, «¢ whereas the hillmen de little or no damage.” i

from the 1st of June till the 31st of January, and that it should go into cantonment

for the other four months, and that for that period Ootacamund may be its head-
quarters.

4. The party will, of course, work under the orders of the Board and

Government, but all reports, returns, &c., should, I think, pass through the Conser-
vator for his remarks. ’
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Third.—The fuel and timber 1equirements of t}'l,e people will be met from the
Talanji and Cuchmallai reserves and the ¢ protected * forest generally. {o grazing
in the forests the Committee are nuch opposed, not only on account of ‘th e fOI:eSt]S(i
but because the manure from their cattle 1s thus lost to the people. They wou
therefore discourage it by levying a license fee “ ﬁxed, ’Wlth reference to the ll'ates
ruling for dry cultivation and area required per head,” and ~would exclude sheep
and gaoats entirely, as the damage done by them 1s * utterly inimical to any repro-
duction.” ' . .

In conclusion, the Committee urge that to give effect to their proposals “a
definite settlement be made by an officer duly authorized under the provisions of a
legal enactment,” and that ample protective establishments are necessary. i

19. The Conservator agreeswith the Committee on all three points, and

d ially allow only the hill tribes to collect jungle products. He notices
ch:tl; thzs%eocmmﬂtee do nog refer to the question of allow?mg traders. to enter the

o

I mave the honor to enclose for your considerstion and submission to Government a
memorandum on the constitution, &c., of a Forest Settlement Party.

2. I have already stated my views on the snbject generally (vide G.0., Nos. 1,467 and
1,918 of 10th September and 26th November 1878) ; but the importance of the subject induces
mo to place the matter before you again in its present form.

3. As matters stand at present I can do little or no good, whereas a real furest settle-
ment, i.e., seloction and constitution of reserves, &c., is all important and without it we can

have no real conservancy and improvemens either in our forests themselves or the revenue
derived from them. ‘

4. To effect it, a properly organized party must be put in the field and work steadily
and systematically on clearly-defined principles and instructions.

5. A small Demarcation and Survey Party and Special Revenue Officer with some experi-
ence are indispensable, and our jtwo trained Assistants with Mahomed Ali Sahib are peculiarly
qualified for the technical part of the work. As regards the office establishments, I explained
fully what is required in paragraph 6 of my letter, No. 26, recorded with G.0., No, 1,918,
paragraph 7 of which curtails it to below that of a Divizional Forest Office (Lst Class) as sanc-

' : . ! . ~
; forests and deal with the hillmen, but the Board do not suppose it was the inten- | i tioned by G.O., No. 89, dated 11th January 1876, Revenue Department.
! —o A tion of Government that this question ¢ i 6. I framed my proposals with due regard to econsmy, and as Government have entrusted
4 *G.0., 13th June 1878, No. 906.; which they had so* recently settled ! { me with the special duty of selecting the reserves, &c., I trust they will excuse me if I repeat
y <3 i ¥ that what I asked for is absolutely necessary in order to give due effect to their orders. The
3 should be re-OPened- Colonel Beddome thinks the Forest Department should buy ; ; Sub-Assistant will, of course, have his own office establishment as per sanctioned scale.
{ he jungl duce, but he does not say how he would meet the wants of the | y g ) pe
¢ all the jungle produce, led b ); trad ! Working establishments can be entertained as required according to the circumstances of
i hillmen which are at present suppled by the traders. i L the division. .
! 20. The Conservator’s remarks in paragraph 2§ were made before the matters . ’ 3
{ therein referred to were considered and disposed of in G.0., 26th November 1878, ' Meuoranpr¥ on the Constitution and Duties of a Forest Settlement Party for the Selection
i No. 1,918. L ’ i . ¢ of Reserved and Protected Forests, their Demarcation, Definition of Boundaries and Claims.
; (True Copies and Extract.) ,' ,‘ Constitution.—~The party shalldconsist of a Deputy Conservator of the lst Grade or Con-
H ‘ Sioned L. A. CAMPBELL i ¥ servator (in charge), the two trained Forest Officers Messrs. Peet and Gass, and a Sub- Assistant
; (Signed) Acting Sub-Secre,:tary. ! f; Conservator with adequate working and office establishments, a small Survey and Demarcation
b ’ : [ party including a Draughtsman under an Assistant Superintendent-or Head Surveyor as
g \ r detailed b theo Superingendent, Revenue Survey, will be attached to the Forest Sett{;ment .
) No. 46. From Colonel R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator of Forests, to J. H.! N : : Party, and a Special Revenue Officer of not lower grade than Head Assistant Collector will
: ' GARSTIN, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Revenué Department, 1 ] b accompany the party when in the field. The head-quarters of the party will be at Qotacamund
dated Ootacamund, 18th March 1879, No. 1,638S. ? ! where the records, maps, &c., will be kept ; the ordinary working season will be eight months,
’ ? ! . . ‘t June to February, during which the party will be employed in field as distinct from office work,
: I mave the honor to forward the letter and memorandum as per margin from i) i compilation of reports for the year, completion of maps, &c., which will receive special atten=
‘ : from Captain Walker, Deputy Conser Captain Campbell Walker with the fol- o tion during the remaining four months at head-quarters.
’ Letter to omf ;‘?)r e:ts :n esr, o ciill)l:h{t to the loWing remarks on the latter. ] ; " The party shall work under the immediate orders of the Board of Revenue, (or Secretary
: ) Z}Zn:e:vator of Forests pdat ed 16 t{x’ March 9.  CoxsTITuTION oF THE FoREST SET- | v to Government, Revenue Department), and in communication with the Collector of the District
: Torer oo ) 'ILEME;‘T PAiiTY T};ree Forest Officers ; { a}x:d Divisional Rovenue and Forest Officers, who will give all the assistance and information in
: - y SVEe M - T ‘ their power.
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Duties.—The work of the party shall cpnsist in the gelectiox; of forgst tracts to be classed:

as reserved, protected, or village, ascertaining and recording their capabilities, and the reasons
such a3 climatic considerations, water-supply, or value of the timber which render it advisable
to include them in one or other class; the dofinition on the ground and on maps of their|
boundaries and those of private tracts of forest where such can be done without dispute o ,‘
reforence to a Court of Law ; and recording all rights or claims in the tracts proposed to be
reserved or protected which will be investigated and reported on specially by the Revenue
officer. . . ]
The party shall work steadily throngh the forest districts, and v.vhon any district is}
finished, it shall be the duty of the Conservator or Deputy Conservator in charge to submit
a full report on the proposed reservations, &c., either Jointly with the Collector or through
that officer, who will forward it with his remarks to the Board—a cgp{ being also sent at the
same time to the Conservator of Forests for the Presidency for his information and approval.
On receipt of Government orders the necessary arrangements will be made by the Conser-
vator in charge of Settlement Party with the Superintendent, Revenus Survey, and local
officers for the permanent demarcation and survey of the tracts, and subs?quently with the
Presidency Conservator for their efficient protection, improvement and_ working. Sosoon as a'
Forest Act is introduced and becomes law the party will work under its provisions and these
instructions will be modified accordingly. ;
st : &Y (Signed) J.C. WALKER, Captain, |
Deputy Conservator of Forests,

!

No. 47. From Colonel R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator 6f Forests, to J. H.

GARSTIN, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,!

»

dated Ootacamund, 11th June 1879, No. 456. j

I mavE the honor to forward the report and map as per margin, forwarded by!
Captain Campbell Walker. |

¢ {

AR AR LN 2. Little or nothing can, I fear, be

Cof "ﬁor?&s :nth . ma;r;ng co;y ggﬁgtgr gettled as to the reservation of forests
»

rotecting the head-waters of the Bha-|

gﬁﬁ;ﬂti[ %01.[:;;0 éoin?ﬁﬁt‘;ﬂ{,. Conservator of gam until the rights of Government in,
. the tracts in question are settled. It isl

presumed that Tract No. IV on the map *the Siruvam Valley,” Tract No. VI!
“the Gopaneri Valley,” and Tract No. V called ¢ Attapadi,” all belong to the
Coimbatore District as the water-shed is to the east, and I am of opinion that’
Government should dispute all claims of the Malabar Nairs to any of these tracts.|
For many years it was supposed in this Department that all the Siruvani Valley,
belonged to Government, but the late rectification of the Malabar and Coimbatore!
boundaries, and the handing over of this tract to Malabar has complicated matters,)
and invited claims from the Nairs of Malabar, and large timber operations have
lately been commenced by contractors under one of these Nairs in tracts of Atta-
padi to the west of Gopaneri, where the water-shed is to the east. I think in the
interests of conservancy that it is now all important that the question of Govern-
ment rights should be settled, and that all those tracts belonging to Government,
within the eastern water-shed should be retransferped to the Coimbatore District. |

3. I submit the following remarks on the proposed reservation :— (

Tract No. II1; * The Bolampalti Valley.”—The greater portion of this is inl
the plains, and has been cleared for permanent cultivation. What forest remains|
near the base of the ghats and the slopes of the hills, which are well wooded,
should all be reserved partly for climatic reasons (the water-supply of the N oel ]
river, which feeds so many tanks in and around Coimbatore), but equally for the |
value of the timber, for which there will always be a market, as there is much
Rosewood and many other valuable timbers on the slopes.

Tract No. IV ; * The Siruvani Valley.”—All the southern portion of this (the)
Pambar shola and the forests around the Mooti Kolum) should be reserved as

protecting the head-waters of the Siruvani river; the timber is of no value at
present as too distant from a market.

Tract No. V in part ; called * A#f Al —T i i 11
cultivated, and mucll‘; e §u apadi he valley itself is very generally

No. 104 of 17th May (despatched 11th June)
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rotations been felled and burnt for temporar} cultivation. There are, however,
tracts valuable for timber (Rosewood, Teak, Karamaradah, &c.) ; but reservation i3
most necessary for all the heavy forest on the slopes of the different hills and on
the higher plateau, a3 almost every ravine here protects one of the many ramifica-
tions of the sources of the Bhavani.

4. The **Silent Valley,” a splendid valley, due north of Manar and west of
tract No. V (which is, I believe, the Attapadi of the hillmen), has its water-shed to
the west, and is most admirably suited for a coffee district. If it belongs to Gov-
ernment, which Mr. Logan has informed me is the case, I should like to see it well

roaded, and thrown open to coffee and Chinchona cultivation; there could scarcely

be a more favorable situation for the cultivation of Chinchona succirubra.

5. As intimately bearing on the questionjof reservation in all these tracts, I
would draw your attention to portions of my inspection reports recorded in G.0Os.,
No. 298 of the 23rd January 1877, and No. 1,:36 of 19th August 1878.

6. As to reserves in Tract V, the easten portion, and Tract VI, Gopaneri,

&c., and away further east to the Moyar rver, proposals for reservation are’

before Government in reports from Mr. Morzan, the Deputy Conservator, and
Mr. Wedderburn, the Collector, recorded in G O., No. 443, of 30th March 1876,
(vide also paragraphs 24 and 25 of Conservator's report recorded in G.O., No. 298,
of the 23rd January 1877). [

7. Referring to paragraph 4 of Captain Walker’s letter, I must remark that
unless he i3 accompanied by a Revenue officer and a Survey officer who can point
out the boundaries, and who have power to sétle boundary disputes or to bring
them forward in such a way as to ensure their speedy and final adjustment, his
work will be of little avail. It also appears to mp a waste of his time that he should
be employed in districts like Coimbatore wher, from the great importance of the
question, the whole subject has been 1;horoughl_{tJ gone into and digested long before
he has taken it up, the very ground he has goje over and much more has been
very thoroughly explored on many occasions, aid reports and maps, showing what
is required, could be sent in from this office without his visiting the forests.
Excrosuee No.l.

Set——

|
From Captain J. C. WALKER, Deputy Conservata of Forests, on Special Duty, to Colonel
R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator of Forests, dated Wellington, 17th May 1879, No. 104.

I nave the honor to report that, in accorda o with orders, I have just concluded an
inspection of the Bolampatti valley, head-waters ¢i the Noel ‘river, and mountain forests
above, on the head-waters of the Siravani and Bhava.i rivers, and their tributaries.

2. I submit a map enlarged from the OrdnanceSheet No. 61, on which I have indicated
in a general manner the tracts which I recommend siould be reserved in those localities. As
the Collector of Coimbatore was unable to depute & Revenue officer to accompany me, and a
great proportion of the proposed reservations are gt present within the boundaries of the
Malabar District, I was unable to work in accordance with the instractions conveyed in G.O,,
No. 1,105, dated 20th July 1878, as regards Distrirt Committees or preliminary inquiry into
claims, privileges, &c. '

8. I have no knowledge nor information as towhat proportion of the tracts indicated is
Pprivate or public forest, what cultivation exists nor [what rights, &c., may be claimed within
their boundaries, but I believe the whole area outside the boundaries of Coimbatore District is
claimed by Malabar proprietors. P .

I merely submit the map in accordance with verbal instructions as to what is required of
we, receivedy from the Revenue Secretary. ‘

4. Should this be found all that is necessary I would submit that with the benefit of
your advice and extensive knowledge of the forest districts, and the reports of the Divisional
Forest Officers, we might finish the work in consultstion in office, and submit the required
maps within a very few weeks. How far this would tend to really settle the question and
constitute the forest reserves, Government are best able to judge- I fail to see that much
good will be done by such a general designation of proposed reservations. :

5. Y ou will observe that I make no distinction at present between private, reserved,
protected or village forests. The two latter classes would include a large proportion of tha
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total area, but it is clearly impossible for me without the requisite information, or machinery
for acquiring it, to attempt to define and classify them even in the most general manner. 1

6. A comparison of this report sad map with that submitted on the proposed reserva.
tions, &c., in the South Coimbatore Division, will, I trust, place Government in a position to
decide which course is best calculated to further the selection, scttlement and constitution of
State reserves, &c. The South Coimbatore report may be considered a sample of what I
would respectfully suggest as the proper procedure prior to the notification of intention to-
reserve and the appointwent of a Forest Settlement Officer. \

That division, I consider, is now ready for this action. !

——— 1

i .
Note—The submission of this Reporh'has been delayed pending receipt of the Map from’
the Revenue Survey Office, Coimbatore. {I oply received it to-day and lose no time in submit-
ting it along with copy of a letter in explination from Mr. Peet, who attended to its prepara-

tion during my absence on leave.
11th June 1879.

s

J.C.W.

Excmpsore in No. 1.

From AW PEET, Esq., Deputy Conervator of Forests, North Coimbatore Division, to
Captain CAMPBELL WALKILR, Deputy Conservator of Forests, on Special Duty, |
. dated Coimbatore, 6th June 1819, No. 282. - J

1 mavE the honor to make a few renarks in forwarding to you the map of the Bhavani,’
Siruvani, Bolampatti, Walliar, and Gopaeri valleys in North Coimbatore District.

2. Ilave entered numbers I to Y1 on the map for the sake of somewhat facilitating
references that may be made in your report, and have marked the so-called Mettapolliem
Reserves H. K. and M. {

I.—This is the Sholakarray resexg.'e in the plains, as bounded on three sides by a ditch.
The hills at the back are 3overnment property; but the forest in the plains to
the west of the ditch I an rather doubtful about. It is held to belong to the
Perud Devasthanam, but tiere are points so peculiar about the putta holdingsl
here that I should like to have your assistance in going into the question. I think |
at any rate that it would be worth consideration whether the whole extent west of
the Sholakarray reserve asfzr as the river, if held to belong to the Devasthanam
should not be purchased by Government, so as to form a block abutting on the
Walliar reserves in Malabir. The timber stealing mow so prevalent in this |
direction would be far morq readily checked if Government had our extended i
reserve, including all the skdch of low land bounded by the river on the west and |

- the hills on the north. f
IL.—This proposed extension of the Sholakarray reserve is in the land about this number. |
III.—This is the upper end of the olampatti Valley. Here I should propose a strict |
reservation of the forest bith on the hills and on the plain, drawing a line'
straightly across from the spall sppr that runs into the plain at the foot of Konja

Malei on the north, to the %Laﬂ nameless spur by which we descended from the
highlands on the south. This would protect head-waters of the Noel to some |
extent; and a fringe of forest along the further conrse, as proposed in the Forest
Act, would be an additionalprotection. Thispart of the country is painfujly dry. J
IV.—This is the Siravani (Seru Buavani or small Bhavani) valley. The importance of
reserving this and V (the head of the Bhavani valley fo a dry country like
Coimbatore) is incalculable; The catchment of these valleys is immense and

forms a marked contrast to that of the head-waters of the Noel river (No. III).

The Collector of Malabar is row disputing the whole of this tract on behalf.of Gov-
ernment, but why and whey these valleys formed part of Malabar at all is worth
inquiry. I believe the tenue is not that of Malabar; and geographically they;
should undoubtedly form part of Coimbatore. If these valleys could be shown |
to be originally not a part of Malabar, I presume that the claim of the Aracoo- )
rchy Nair, a low-country' Malabar proprietor, would fall to the ground. A
gxorﬁzntw timber trade on the Nair’s licenses is going on even now from these

valleys. : .

VI.—About the question of resdrves in this Gopaneri valley I am doubtful. The

(cﬁ);ggr;.s very dry, aud fgrms & marked contrast to the Malabar tract west of

I think that the H reserve mght be again made a close reserve, and extended westward.

I
The spurs of the Lambtoy’s Pexk, or Karady Malei
_Lae : 2 y Malei Range, that
cultivation might _form an_other! reserve ,H.K.M. These reservgs are aresi?vc?%inf%ffauﬁ?
but should be again proclaimed reserves. . 4 ’
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No. 48. OrpEn THEREON, 2nd Augus? 1879, No. 1,612,

i

{ Tue Conservator of Forests having
been invited by the Government (in G.O.,
of May 10th, 1878, No. 727), with refer-
ence to a suggestion made by him relative to Captain Caravbell Walker’s being
placed in charge of a demarcation branch of the Forest Dep.rtment, to submit
proposals for his employment for their consideration, proposed, in a letter dated
the 13th May 1878, No. 274, that that officer Should be employed on the selection
and demarcation of Government Forests, distri¢t by district, to be formed into closo
reserves for climatic and other considerationsi At the same time he pointed out
the importance of having a Forest Act undpr which Captain Walker could be
empowered to consider the reservation and proper treatment of private, as well as
State, forests, remarking that any well-considered system of close reserves from
which fire and cattle could be excluded could not be in force many years without
its beneficial results being apparent to every cne. Colonel Beddome proposed that
Captain Walker should indicate what tracts should be constituted close reserves,
what should be treated as open forests in which grazing might be allowed, and
what areas should be set aside for village requitements in respect of fuel and timber,
the whole to be delineated on maps on a scale ¢5 400 yards to an inch. :

Forests, No. 3.

2. The Government in passing orders Q:? the Conservator's letter approved
 his suggestion that Captain Walker should be lemployed in selecting and demarca-
ting what tracts of Government Forest were ﬁ be constituted close reserves, and
they accordingly directed that he should take 'the place of the Conscrvator on the
District Committees ordered to be formed {in G.0., No. 1,662-A of the 19th
November 1875), for the purpose of demarcaflng State reserves, but in respect of
which, owing to the Conservator not having had time to devote to the work, no
systematic action had been taken. At the sams time Captain Walker was directed
invariably to place himself in communication with the Collector of the district in
which about to work, and the joint proposals of,the two officers were ordered to be
forwarded to the Conservator, who was to submit them to Government through
the Revenue Board. Existing communal privileges and future requirements were
to be carefully considered and extension oﬁ cultivation provided for. Captain
Walker was further directed to commence opefations in the Anaimalai forests.

3. In accordance with these instructiong Mr. Webster, the Collector of Coim-
batore, and Captain Walker formed themselves into 2 Committee and proceeded to
the Anaimalais and, after personal examinatioh of the forests on those hills, sub-
mitted a report which, with the Conservator’s temarks thereon, ig embodied in the
first of the Board’s Proceedings above read. 'Delay unavoidably occurred in the
submission of the report to Government Oy theBoard, owing to the map, which was
intended to accompany it, having been lost. '

4. The proposals of the Committee in regpect of reserves are, briefly, to form
three reserved forests as defined in Act VII of 1878. These are (I) a reserve,
consisting of about 82 square miles of Teak forest, including 26 square miles leased
from the Kolangéd Nambidi and a tract of forest to the south-east of it extending
up to the Travancore and Cochin frontiers; (II) a reserve, called the Ponachi
reserve, containing an area of about 6 square miles of fine forest ; (III) a reserve,
containing about 74 square miles, to the west ¢f No. II and comprising the whole

of the upper portion of the Anjenad or Talangip valley in British Territory. .
The Conservator approves of the propose% i;eserves Nas. IT and III, but would

divide No. I into four, iz :— :
(a) The leased Teak forest reserve.
(b) The Government Teak forest reserve (north of the Anagundi range).
(¢) The Anagundi reserve (south of that range).
(d) The Coochmalai Reserve. :

-
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The Government think it will bé simpler and more effectual to make these four
blocks into one large reserve, and (Pprove the Committee’s selections, subject to
the settlement of Ramasami Mudali's claim in the Coochmalai Forest, alluded to
in paragraph 6 of the report, if it has not already been settled ; and as it appears
that no communal rights exist in the said fo;‘egt tracts and that the grazing of |
cattle in them is of comparatively recent origin, they authorise the exclusion of
cattle and persons from them unless permitted to enter by the Forest Officer in 1
charge under a pass, and they willbe prepared to declare the six tracts of forest |
above specified to be reserved forests as soon as they have been demarcated and :
surveyed. The Conservator will, ¢f course, see that the terms of the lease of the
Teak forest, rented from the Kolapgo’d Nambidi, are not such as in any way toj
militate against the formation of the said forest into a reserve by Government. 4

5. The Government concur vith the Conservator as to the inexpediency of [
buying up the coffee and irrigated linds (alluded to in paragraph 12 of the Com. !
mittee’s report) situated in the limits of the Ponachi Reserve, which limits must |
therefore be so modified as to exclule those properties. The proposals to demar- ¢
cate the northern limits of the Ccochmalai Reserve with a ditch and boundary
pillars, and to close the road leading from the foot of the Tekadi Slip to Setamud]
substituting for it a cart road from the Slip by the base of Coochmalai to ) .

!

{

. . il 1 x Tunga- |
rai, are approved, if, on inquiry, ¥ can be closed without public inconvenicnco, |
i

{

§

}

The erection of the wire fence propcsed by the Committee is not considered neces. !
sary.

6. The recommendation contaned in paragraph 15 of the Committec’s report !
relative to the classification and trcatment of all the remaining hill forests in the ;
division outside the permanent regrves can only be dealt with after the Foross |
Act, now under consideration, has become law, but the Governm 1

, ) 3 . ! ent note particu- ;
larly the conclusions arrived at by the Committee, viz.— . P ‘u

(1.) that no communal privileges exist in respect of the forests on tho |
Anaimalai Hills; : '

‘

(2.) that none have been ciiimed; the village forests in which they existed ; .
. I

having: be?n cleared for cultivation ; . ;
(3.) that cultivation in its ordinary sense has reached its extreme limits and, |
except in the shape of tea, coffee or chinchona planting, should not
1 soet be pe_rmltteél to be extended over the said hills;
and sceing no reason to doubt their justice or correctness, a rove and confirm
them and look to the Collector to give effect to them by ivitilolgiqlg sanction to any
fﬁ'ants of land ;v};ll?teg‘er and Xy prohibiting any clearings on Government waste until
e passing of the Forest Act enables the Government to 1 ati
having the force of law. P W down regulations
1. The Committee’s recommendations i
bition of all further clearings on the nor
malais are approved.
8. The remainder of the Committee’s proposals relate to th i
LINnGCT S197 e quest
treatment of the hill tribes; the collection of mll)nor forest produce? thel(zilzzs ;i:tgxlf
ing of cattle on the hills; the supply of timber and firowood otherwise than by
direct de];zrtmgntal agency ; and the adequate protection of the reserves,
9. The questions of the treatment of the hill tri i
. Ll ribes and the coll
minor forest produce are Intimately connected with the question of ilf: :;gﬁ:i;f
of traders from State forests. On these points much discussion has taken place
and much difference of.oplmpn has existed. The Governor in Council has again
given the whole question his attentive consideration, and is convinced that in the
interests of the community it is essentially necessary that the free inoress of all
persons, whether traders or othe}'s, into the State forests should beorestricted
The Government are further satisfied that while they have as good a right to the.

minor, as to the major, products of their forests, tho hiil tri i i
' I, produ ) tribes of the An ¢
alone have any prescriptive right to gather the former in the forests 0?1 thi:? ﬁﬁ:
and that in their interests, while their prescri

n paragraph 16 relative to the prohi- |
thern and eastern slopes of the Anai- |
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cxtension thereof to others should be allowed. The hill tribes should be permitted
to dispose of the minor produce they gathe} to traders, as they please, at places
selected for the purpose and conveniently |situated in respect of the different
rescrves. Traders should be allowed to purchase from them at these places, but

~will not be allowed to wander at pleasure jhrough the forests. The recognition

of the prescriptive right to gather and dispose of jungle produce, as against all
outsiders, does not, of course, bar or in any way interfere with the right of the

Government aleo to gather such produce in such manner as they may from time to
time decide.

10. With regard to the depasturing of pattle on the hills and hill slopes out~
side the reserved forests, the Committee rebommend that a fee of one rupee per
annum should be levied on each bullock or puffalo driven into the hills to graze.
The Government consider that for grazing onlGovernment waste land on the hills, a
grazing fee of 2 annas per head per annum jor cattle may fairly be levied seeing

. that such a fce (or even a higher rate) is readily paid to tho Travancore and Cochin

Sirkars and to private proprietors. The grazing of sheep and goats should be con-
fined to the hill slopes. .o |

11. The Committee’s proposals in pamgl,f'aph 28 of their report relative to the
rigid conservancy of alternate tracts of the hil slopes by blocking the ravines out
singly and closing each alternate one in rotatioz for a series of years are approved and
should be given effect to by the local officers ith due regard to local requirements.

12. The Government not only see no rason to interfere with the liberty of -
continuing Ponakad cultivation by the hill trjhes within the limits of their old and
new existing clearings, but, on the contrary,{would secure that privilege to them.
This concession will probably be found to be } valuable assistance in securing their
co-operation in protecting the forests from ui«uthorized cattle-grazing and other
trespass. y P

13. The third of the papers above read is a letter from the Conservator,
forwarding a report by Captain Walker on the groposed formation of forest reserves
in the Bhavani, Siruvani, Bolampatti, Wallar, and Gopaneri valleys in North
Coimbatore, accompanied by a map on a scale ¢f 1 inch toa mile, with some remarks
by the local forest (pfficer Mr. Peet. The m:p shows clearly the general limits
within which reservés are proposed to be formed. No attempt to inquire into or
determine private or communal rights, or to divide the selected areas into reserved,
protected or village, forests has been made, but the map gives a good gentral idea
of the limits within which a local Committee or a forest settlement officer would
have to work in order to determine these peints, and, so far, the Government
consider it is all that could be wished. They approve the formation of reserves
within the limits of the areas therein delineat¢éd as proposed by Mr. Peet, subject,

'of course, to proper inquiry into and settlement of private and communal claims

hereafter by a local Committee, and, in respec; of the Bhavani valley, to the effect
of the final decision on the claim of Government to the proprietorship of that
portion of it which is disputed by certain Malabar land-owners. Captain Walker
does not think that the map and report now sibmitted are of much use, preferring
the more elaborate system of proposals for the Anaimalai forests already
reviewed. The Conservator on tﬁe other hpnd seems to conmsider both sets of
proposals as merely defining the tracts to be resérved,and both in his letter forwarding
the report now under notice and in paragraph*25 of his letter of the 17th October
1878, No. 1,104 (recorded in the Revenue Board’s Proceedings of 27th February
1879), says that heis in a position to lay before Government maps of this description
for most of the districts of the Presidency, and as in the latter letter he requests
further orders as to what Captain Walker’s powers and duties are, and assumes that
the Government do not wish Captain Walker to leave any district he takes up till
a definite and permancnt settlement of the question of reserves and of %ll forest
rights has been arrived at, the Government consider it advisable to define more
exactly the scope of Captain Walker’s duties and the method of procedure to be
followed by him in their discharge. :

ptive right should be prescrved no
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ai iect which thd Government have in view i3 .the 1mmod_mte
selectliiil a'xf;l ?ict:f]i':ir;igg]& all thoso fracts of State forest in the Presidency, which, :
either on account of their containing faluable timber or for climatic considerations %
should be constituted reserved forcfts, and in which, after they have been onco |
declared reseryed forests, no felling'is to bo allowe(_l except under the immediate |
supervision of the Forest Departmett and from which cattle and fires are to be
excluded. Itis, of course, an essentia; condxgxon prgcedent to the final constitution of ;
a tract of forest into a Forest Reserv¢ that its limits should be surveyed and demar. -
cated, and that a careful record of all rights adqn'tted or claimed in respect of such
tracts should be made; but the first'point requiring decision is what forest arcas
ought to be so reserved, and it is to ascertain this point that Captain Walker has been
selected as a Forest Officer of great drperience. It isnot necessary that this officer |
should personally supervise the demarcation or survey of any particular selected
tract, and the Government do not pontemplate his doing so. This duty will be
performed by the local Forest Officer and one or more officers deputed by the
Superintendent of Revenue Survey.

oy i

|
|
15. The first requisite therefore, in any case, is that Captain Wa.lker shou}d be ?
furnished with a good map. The Superintendent of Reve,nue Survey is accordingly |
requested to supply as soon as possibl, for Captain Walker’s use, to the Conscrvator ;
of Forests, maps on a scale of 1 inchto a mile showing the topographical features |
of the hill tracts of the district where he is about to work. The Conservator’s
intimate knowledge of the forests ¢f the Presidency will enable him to ruughly
sketch in on these maps the positioss of the various forests he considers should be |
examined, in view to being formed fnto reserves and having done this he will for- |
ward the map to Captain Walker. : The instructions, laid down in his Clrculz}ri
No. 2 of the 7th January 1876, will have greatly facilitated and expedited Captain J
Walker’s work. i . ;

16. Captain Walker will procfed to examine the forests in each district in
company with the local Forest Oilcer, a Surveyor, and the.Collector or other !
officer deputed by the Collector for fie purpose, and these three officers will form

the District Forest Committee. Thq position and approximate limits of the forests |
proposed to be reserved will be maiked by them on the map &bove alluded to, and '
they will report on the following pojuts ; / ,
(1) The existence of any privite forests within the selected area.

(2.) The existence of any righis of wag, pasturage, c{ltting timber or fuel, {
gathering minor fores# produce or making charcoal, within the limits
of the proposed reserje. .

o e

17. The report, in respect of each reserve, will be forthwith forwarded by |
Captain Walker to Government thro gh the Conservator, and after the general limits |
of the reserves have been decided by Government, the local Forest Officor and the
Surveyors will proceed to demarcate and survey them. A The local Forest Officer will
make a brief memorandum of the gerfral character of each reserve, as it is demarcated,
noting the class of trees most commoh in it with any other noticeable natural featurecs.
A copy of this memorandum with the Surveyor’s field-book will be forwarded to the
Office of the Superintendent of Revenue Survey, where a map of each reserve on
a scale of 4 inches to the mile wiilbe prepared. This map will show the details
of the demarcation, the village bounilaries, the character of the different parts of the
forest, the roads and streams and tho rights of way or user as set forth in the report
of the District Committee, a copy 6f which will be furnished to the Superintendent |
by Government. The 1 inch to g mile maps will then have the arcas as surveyed |
plotted on them and the record will be complete. Nothing will then be wanting to !
constitute the selected areas reserved forests but the declaration of Government. !
Copies of the maps on both scales will be furnished to Government, to the }

Conservator of Forests, and to tho Collector and Forest Officer of the district ;
concerned. '
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!

18. It is not intended that Captain Wal} should now go into questions of
fuel supply or rights of pasturage outside the | {s of the proposed forest reserves,
or in small woodlands coming properly withthe scope of the Village Jungle
Conservancy Fund. s

19. Captain Walker’s head-quarters Wii)é at the head-quarters of the dis-
« trict wherein he is for the time being employ,

20. His office establishment® has beedanctipned by G.0., No. 1,918, of

#2 Clerks and 4 P " theSth November 1878, but if experi-

ris an eons. encyroveg it to be insufficient application

for an increase may be submitted. The Gowiment see no necessity for placing
a special Forest Officer under Captain Waer“‘:z his Assistan! while on this
special duty. [t

21, Collectors will give Captain Walkeivery/assistance in their power, and
on his intimating his readiness to commence ¢rations in any division of a district,
will direct the Divisional Officer in charge, othe officer specially selected for the
duty, to accompany him in his inspections an'o act as laid down in paragraph 16
supra, Collectors will make such arrangem:s for the discharge of  the current
duties of the officers so detached as may be raisite. It is to be understood that
the selected Revenue Officer is s0 to devotaimself to assisting Captain Walker

* that the duty may be conducted carefully buyithout loss of time.

22. In the event of the Conserva, finding that Captain Walker’s

employment on this special duty is likely entail additional expense, he will
submit a proposition statement in the usu form showing the details of the
additional establishment deemed necessary arits cost. ‘

23. The Superintendent of Revenue Svey will arrange for detailing one or
» more Surveyors to be attached to Captain Wker’s party in each Revenue Division
of the district in which he may be employed ‘the time being.

24. Action will be first taken by Cap§ Nalker under this order in the
Tinnevelly and Madura Districts and then' Joimbatore, unless the Conserva-
tor is able to deal with the two former distri himself, when Captain Walker will
commence operations in Coimbatore, the’ ¢ ses on the Anaimalai hills, as well
as the Ponakdd tracts to be reserved for e Kadars, being demarcated and
surveyed and memoranda of rights and pb .ons being recorded. The reserves
proposed in the Bolampatti, Bhavani, Sifuv ! Walliar and Gopaneri va,lleysrxﬁwﬂl
next be taken up and similarly treated, g1d a the forests in Collegal and Saty-
amangalam, after which Captain Walkerfvil . jceed to North Arcot and Salem.

25. With regard to the encroachmnts \ Government forests on the slopes
of the Nilgiri Hills, the Government h e} lered all such forests to be uncon-
ditionally reserved, and resolve hereby/to: astitute the said slopes part of the
charge of the Forest Officer in charge of the ilgiri Division who will hereafter be
responsible for their maintenance and otect,",.

s N

(Tr e Exti':%t.)

. @igned) J. H. GARSTIN,
*7 Acting Secretary to Government.

-

g

To the Conservator of Fore~ ..

»» the Board of Revenue.¢ CLuT ";-
» the Superintendent of Revenue Survey. L0
»» Captain C. J. Walker. [ Yoo

»» the Accountant-General, P i |
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Exd. W. H. French. T *l
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J REvENuE DEpintyeNt, 28D AuGust 1879, No. 1,612,
) ‘No. 43, . - OeDER THEREON, 2nd Augnst i879, No. 1,612,
Forests, No. 3. TrE Conservator of Forests havin

+ batore, and Captain Walker formed themselves into a2 Committee and proceeded ta] .
the Anaimalais and, after personal examination of the forests on those hills, sub-}-}]

. of May 10th, 1878, No. 727), with refe
"ence to a suggestion made by him relative to Captain Campbell Walker’s bein
placed in charge of a demarcation branch of the Forest Department, to submi
proposals for his employment for their consideration, proposed, in a letter dat
the 13th May 1878, No~ 274, that that officer should be employed on the selectio
and demarcation of Government Forests, district by district, to be formed into clos
Teserves for climatic and other considerations. At the same time he pointed ouf’
the importance of laving a Forest Act under which Captain Walker could be
empowered to consider the reservation and proper treatment of private, as well as ¥
State, forests, remarking that any well-considered system of close reserves from
which fire and cattlé could be excluded could not be in force many years without
its beneficial results being apparent to every one. Colonel Beddome proposed that
Captain Walker should indicate what tracts should be constituted close reserves,
what should be treated as open forests in which grazing might be allowed, and
what areas should bé set aside for village requirements in respect of fuel and timber,
the whole to be delineated on maps on a scale of 400 yards to an inch.” - -

2. The Government in passing orders on the Conservator’s letter approved

been invited by the Government (in G. %

his suggestion that Captain Walker should be employed in selecting and demarca-§ }

‘ting what tracts of Government Forest were to be constituted close reserves, and
they accordingly directed fhat he should take the place of the Conservator on the
District Committees ordered to be formed (in G.0., No. 1,662-A of the 19th
November 1575), for the purpose of demarcating State reserves, but in respect of

which, owing to the Conservator not having had time to devote to the work, no F |

‘systematic action had 'been taken. At the same time Captain Walker was directed,l‘
‘invariably to place himself in communication with the Collector of the district ini

‘which about to work, and the joint proposals of the two officers were ordered to be{ (L8

forwarded to the Conservator, who was to submit them to Government through
‘the Revenue Board. Existing communal privileges and future requirements were
Yo be carefully considered and extension of cultivation provided for. Captain
Walker was further directed to commence operations in the Anaimalai forests.

CRR

3. In accordance with these instructions Mer. Webster, the Collector of Coim-7 £}

mitted areport which, with the Conservator’s remarks thereon, is embodied in the{
first of the Board’s Proceedings above read. Delay unavoidably occurred in the
submission of the report to Government by the Board, owing to the map, which was}
intended to accompany it, having been lost. 3

4. The proposals of the Committee in respect of reserves are, briefly, to fo;m J

three reserved forests as defined in Act VII of 1878. . These are (I) a reserve, {.§ §

consisting of about 82 square miles of Teak forest, including 26 square miles leased

from the Kolangéd Nambidi and a tract of forest to the south-east of it extending 1.k
"up to the Travancore and Cochin, frontiers ; (II) a reserve, called the Ponachi -
'reserve, containing an area of about 6 square miles of fine forest; (III) a reserve, 4
*containing about 74 square miles, to the west of No. II and comprising the whole §

of the upper portion of the Anjenad or Talangi valley in British Territory. :

The Conservator approves of the proposed reserves Nos. II and I1I, but wo;lld
divide No. I into four, viz:— . R

(a) The leased Teak forest reserve. ' H ,‘ ;

(b) The Government Teak forest reserve (north of the Anagundi range).
"~ (¢) The Anagundi reserve (south of that range). o i
(d) The Coochmalai Reserve. ’ . .

3
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Revenve DeparTuent, 28D Avcust 1879, No. 1,612.

- \
The Government think it will be simpler and more effectual to make the 4
blocks into one large reserve, and approve the Committee’s selections, sy g
the settlement of Ramasami Mudali’s claim in the Coochmalai Forest, al ¥
in paragraph 6 of_ the report, if it has not already been settled ; and as it v}}v
‘Jo
Lo
HL A5/
ar | /

that no communal rights exist in the said forest tracts and that the gry
cattle in them is of comparatively recent origin, they authorise the exc

cattle and persons from them unless permitted to enter by the Forest (§ )
charge under a pass, and ,will be _prepared to declare the six tracts |,
above specified to be reserved forests as soon as they] have been demarca

surveyed. The Conservator will, of course, see that tne terms of the lea§
Teak forest, rented from the Kolangéd Nambidi, are not snch as in any
militate against the formation of the said forest into a reserve by Governme

5. The Government concur with the Conservator as to the inexpe;{}

buying up the coffee and irrigated lands (alluded to in paragraph 12 of t
mittee’s report) situated in the limits of the Ponachi Reserve, which limi,
therefore be so modified as to exclude those properties. The progsals tff|€mar-
cate the northern limits of the Coochmalai Reserve with a ditc] and ¥/ ds
pillars, and to close the road leading from the foot of the Tekadi S[ip
substituting for it a cart road from the Slip by the base of Cooch ala.ts\;
rai, are approved, if, on inquiry, it can be etemred withou! public incl
The erection of the wire fence proposed by the Committee is not consider
sary. , :
6. The recommendation contained in paragraph 15 of the Comt.uitteef:
relative to the classification and treatment of all the remaining hill fores
division outside the permanent reserves can only be dealt with after thd Porest'
Act, now under consideration, has become law, but the Government note ¥jsticu-!
larly the conclusions arrived at by the Committee, viz.—

(1.) that no communal privileges exist in respect of the forests
Anaimalai Hills; )
(2.) that none have been claimed; the village forests in which the
having been cleared for cultivation ; . ,
(3.) that cultivation in its ordinary sense has reached its extreme limg's and,’
except in the shape of tea, coffee or chinchona planting, sh 'ild not
be permitted to be extended over the said hills; :
and seeing no reason to doubt their justice or correctness, approve and i

R — . a S———
.

"I
hnfirm
"0 any

them and look to the Collector to give effect to them by witholding sanctio

: f - v vosel Jand-grant whatever and by prohibiting any clearings on Government wasth, until
) s D] ;

~ the passing of the Forest Act enables the Government to lay down regylations
having the force of law. , ) li ;

7. The Committee’s recommendations in paragraph 16 relative to thd-prohi-
bition of all further clearings on the northern and eastern slopes of th¢ Anai- - )
malais are approved. 3 ’

8. The remainder of the Committee’s proposals relate to the questio
treatment of the hill tribes; the collection of minor forest produce; the d
ing of cattle on the hills; the supply of timber and firewood otherwise
direct departmental agency ; and the adequate protection of the reserves.

9. The questions of the treatment of the hill tribes and the colleftion of :
- minor forest produce are intimately connected with the question of the efclusion
of traders from State forests. On these points much discussion has tak h place
and much difference of opinion has existed. The Governor in Council hds again
given the whole question his attentive consideration, and is convinced ‘thg} in the
interests of the community it is essentially necessary that the free ingrélk of all
persons, whether traders or others, into the State forests should be reg ricted.
The Government are further satisfied that while they have as good a righfl to the,
minor, as to the major, products of their forests, the hill tribes of the Anilimalais’
alone have any prescriptive right to gather the former in the forests on thilse hills '
and that in their interests, while their prescriptive right should be presg.{rved no
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Revexuve DerparTyENT, 2ND AUGUST 1879, No. 1,612.

extension thereof to others should be allowed. The hill tribes should be permitted
W to dispose of the minor produce they gather to traders, as they please, at places
Le «vweted for the purpose and conveniently situated in respect of the different M
reserves. Traders should be allowed to purchase from them at these places, but
will not be allowed to wander at pleasure through the forests. The recognition
of the prescriptive right to gather and dispose of jungle produce, as aganst all ’
outsiders, does not, of course, bar or in any way interfere with the right of the
Government also to gather such produce in such manner as they may from time to . §|
time decide: L0 o ‘
‘ 10, With regard to the depasturing of cattle on the hills and hill slopes out-
; ‘ "side the reserved forests, the Committee recommend that a fee of one rupee per &
‘ . annum should be levied on each bullock or buffalo driven into the hills to graze. A %
The Government consider that for grazing on Government waste land on the hills, 2"~ ‘g !

S

grazing fee of 2 annas per head per annum-for cattle may fairly be levied secing
that such a fee (or even a higher rate) is readily paid to the Travancore and Cochin

Sirkars and to private proprietors. The grazing of sheep and goats should be con-
fined to the hill slopes. .

.-
o o =

11.  The Committee’s proposals in paragraph 28 of their report relative to the

rigid conservaney of alternate tracts of the hill slopes by blocking the ravines out =

singly and closing each alternate one in rotation for a series of years are approved and
should be given effect to by the local officers with due regard to local requirements. . {z ;

12. The Government not only see no reason to interfere with the liberty of ,
continuing Ponakad cultivation by the hill tribes within the limits of their old and q

AR5 — PR A Tk

s !

new existing clearings, but, on the contrary, would secure that privilege to them.
This concession will probably be found to be a valuable assistance in securing their
co-operation in protecting the forests from unauthorized cattle-grazing and other
trespass. /

13. The third of the papers above read is a letter from the Conservator, ;i (
] forwarding a report by Captain Walker on the proposed formation of forest reserves
in the Bhavani, Siruvani, Bolampatti, Walliar, and Gopaneri valleys in North
Coimbatore, accompanied by a map on a scale of 1 inch toa mile, with some remarks *
by the local forest officer Mr. Peet. The map shows clearly the general limits
within which reserves are proposed to be formed. No attempt to inquire into or ‘
determine private or communal rights, or to divide the selected areas into reserved, 3|
protected or village, forests has been made, but the map gives a good general idea 1%
of the limits within which a local Committee or a forest settlement officer would
have to work in order to determine these points, and, so far, the Government ]
consider it is all that could be wished. They approve the formation of reserves | k
within the limits of the areas therein delineated as proposed by Mr. Peet, subject, ,
of course, to proper inquiry -into and settlement of private and communal claims H
hereafter by a local Committee, and, in respect of the Bhavani valley, to the effect
of the final decision on the claim of Government to the proprietorship of that
portion of it which is disputed by certain Malabar land-owners. Captain Walker
. does not think that the map and report now submitted are of much use, preferring
3 : the more elaborate system of proposals for the Anaimalai forests already
L - .reviewed. The Comservator on the other hand seems to consider both sets of ’
C proposals as merely defining the tracts to be reserved, and both in his letter forwarding ’
s ! the report now under notice and in paragraph 25 of his letter of the 17th Octobor
i : 1878, No. 1,104 (recorded in the Revenue Board’s Proceedings of 27th February
: : 1879), says that he s in a position to lay before Government maps of this description
for most of the districts of the Presidency, and as in the latter letter he requests
further orders as to what Captain Walker’s powers and duties are, and assumes that - 1
; the Government do not wish Captain Walker to leave any district he takes up till ’
b ' a definite and permanent settlement of the question of reserves and of all forest Sy )
’ rights has been arrived at, the Government consider it advisable to define more -
exactly the scope of Captain Walker’s duties and the method of procedure to be (

A

fvn?
e A

3

followed by him in their discharge.
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14. The main object which the Governme%! have in view is the imm ,
selection and definition of all those tracts of State forest in the Presidency, 4
either on account of their containing valuable timber or for climatic considers v
should be constituted reserved forests, and orf which, after they have been j
declared reserved forests, no felling is to be allowed except under the imme{ }
supervision of the Forest Department and from which cattle and fires are tc}

-

excluded. ) N
"~ C_—) : : )
V‘/ / It is, of course, an essential condition precedent to the final constitution ,ﬁ'},. P
/ tract of forest into a Forest Reserve that its limits should be surveyed and ded’| ¢~ |
cated, and that a careful record of all rights admitted or claimed in respect of §a-:.. }i
tracts should be made ; but the first point requiring decision is what forest a3<.< Y} M

ought to be so reserved, and it is to ascertain this point that Captain Walker bas),n’-f*‘% /&~
selected as a Forest Officer of great experience. It is not necessary, N

P | Zonbdo—nobmsontomplate—thrs—offioer personally supervisimg the demarcat El' d a
- { D
!

-

=
; ) /
survey of an ted tract{ This duty will be performed by gt
cer and one or more officers deputed by the Superintendent of Ret/@ <

The first requisite therefore, in any case, is that Captain Walker ¢ ~ d
urnished with a good map. 5 4 ; (

CThe Superintendent of Revenue Survey is requested to supply as s 5L ad "“’"‘s
possible, for Captain Walker’s use, to the Conservator of Forests, maps onaf of ) ¢
1 inch to a mile showing the topographical features of the hill tracts of the i it " §
where he is about to work. The Conservator’s intimate knowledge of the fi its [
of the Presidency will enable him to roughly sketch in on these maps the pos iﬂs
of the various forests he considers should be examined, in view to being forme to '
The instructions, laid down in his Circular No. 2 of the Tth Ji. ?‘y 7l

|

-

1876, will have greatly facilitated and expedited Captain Walker’s work.

187 Captain Walker will proceed to examine the forests in each distr{in ?
company with the local Forest Officer, k€ Surveyor, and the Collector or; per (/
officer deputed by the Collector for the purpose, and these three officers will- jm  } A
, . $

the District Forest Committee. “ .
*l | sition and approximate limits of the forests proposed to be reservec will L &5/
e . | aeeel
‘7? betbe niP:rked 1 on the map Wan the follcng i~

A
(1) The existence of any private forests within the selected area. f P
(2.) The existence of any rights of way, pasturage, cutting timber or wel, L
gathering minor forest produce or making charcoal, within the .nits f“
7 i ¢

of the proposed reserve.

: // ./ The report, in respect of each reserve, will be forthwith forwarded by Catain
- Walker to (fovernment through the Conservator, r the general limits o tho -;(
reserves have been decided by Government, the local Forest Officer and the Survyors ' }

- will proceed to demarcate and survey them. The local Forest Officer will mxe &
brief memorandum of the general character of each reserve, as it is demarcated, nting '}
| ‘ the class of trees most common in it with any other noticeable natural featires. |-

}j A copy of this memorandum with tho Survoyor's feld-book will be forwarded b tho |
Offico of the Superintendent of Revenue Survey, where a map of each resere on |
A : ' a scale of 4 inches to the mile will be pregar This map will show the d-ails !
' of the demarcation, the village boundaries, the character of the different parts & the :
forest, the roads and streams and therights of way or user as set forth in the mport
of the District Committee, a copy of which will be furnished to the Superinterdent
by Government. The 1 inch to a mile map,will then have the areas as suryeyed

|
, lotted on # and the record will be complete. Nothing will then be wantirg to (J!
J . constxtuteﬂtig selected areas reserved forests but thp declaration of Governrient. &
Copies of the maps on both scales will be furnished to Government, tc- the
% Conservator of Forests, and to the Collector and Forest Officer of the dxs%trlct | L
i

concerned. ! i
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Revespe DeparrvENT, 25D AvgUst 1879, No. 1,109;

. e ? H
t / AT Ttis not intended that Captain Walker should now go into quest'}
. fuel supply or rights of asturage outside the limits of the proposed forest re

s or m small woodlands

| Conservancy Fund. J
/7/ ST Captain Walker’s head-quarters will be at the head-quarters of th i
trict wherein he is for the time being employed. ‘ :
,‘ZA A87 His office establishment* has been sanctioned by G.0., No. 1,9
€2 Clerks and 4 Peons, the 26th November 1878, but if ¢ |

] . ence proves it to be insufficient appli:
for an increase may be submitted, The Government see no necessity for 1

a special Forest Officer under Captain Walker as his Assistant while ¢
special duty.

~
2 /- A5 Collectors will give Captain Walker every “assistance in their power, a
on his intimating his readiness to commence operations in any division of a distric'z §
h

coming properly within the scope of the Village «

—

will direct the Divisional Officer in charge/or the officer specially selected for t
duty, to accompany him in his inspectiond and to act as laid down in paragraph
supra. - Collectors will make such arrangements for the discharge of the cu=re
duties of the officers so detached as may be requisite. It is to be understood
the selected Revenue Officer is 80 to devote himself to assisting Captain W~
that the duty may be conducted carefully but without loss of time. f

72, ~297 In the event of the Conservator finding that Captain Walk%
employment on this special duty is likely to entail additional expense, he
submit a proposition statement in the usual form showing the details of
additional establishment deemed necessary and its cost. :

_ 23. ~217 The Superintendent of Revenue Survey will arrange for detailing oné I
5 moredSurveyors to be attached to Captain Walker’s party in each Revenue Divis |
éé— o) istrict i
; $
~227 Action will be first taken by Captain Walker under this order in o |
/ Tinnevelly and Madura Districts and then in Coimbatore, unless the Conservi-
tor is able to deal with the two former districts himself, when Captain Walker v

+ -
f— 7% e . . . . S
. commence operations in Coimbatore, the reserves on the Anaimalai hills, as w
A"‘;(:' s g, as the Ponakdd tracts to be reserved for the Kadars, being demarcated a
M‘fz / o surveyed and memoranda of rights and objections being recorded. The reser-
- proposed in the Bolampatti, Bhavani, Siruvani, Walliar and Gopaneri valleys
next be taken up and similarly treated, and then the forests in Collegal and S:_
o2 amangalam, after which Captain Walker will proceed to North Arcot and Salem

23" With regard to the encroachments on Government forests on the slop
of the Nilgiri Hills, tthe Government have ordered all such forests to be uncc
ditionally reserved, and resolve hereby to constitute the said slopes part of t
charge of the Forest Officer in charge of the N ilgiri Division who will hereafter;
responsible for their maintenance and protection. ;

i

(True Extract.) . ig |

(Signed)  J. H. GARSTIN,
Acting Secretary to Governmen' |

$ % /: ‘é
et
To the Conservator of Forests,
,» the Board of Revenue. .
"5 the Superintendent of Revenue Survey.
»» Captain C. J. Walker.

- s, the Accountant-General.
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