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- 81st May 1879, No. 1,187." -

No. 641.  ReaD THE FOLLOWING PapkRt— 1 .

Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India. . ;
" Tevenue (Forests), = o Lo Ixp1a OFFICE, Loxﬁox,
No. 1. =~ - e L 20th February 1879.
My Lown Duwe,—The Government of - India have lately brought under my
consideration the action taken by your Government in regard to the rights of the
State in the fovest lands of the South’ Canara District, and have drawn my special
attention to the very limited progress which bas been made in the proper demarca-
tion of State forests in the Madras Presidency, and to the principles advocated. in
certain quarters which, in their opinion, are unnecessarily lax in respect tothe
maintenance of the rights of Government. . - - Peose S
9. In Lord Salisbury’s Despatch, dated 14th Dpcember 1876, a copy of which
. was doubtless communicated to your Government, distinet instructions were issued

that no irrovocable steps should be taken as to the resignation of any State rights
' in the forests of the South Canara District, pending the decision of the High Court .
of Bombay in the similar question which had been submitted to it in regard to the

overnment in the North Canara ;District. I was -

forest rights of the Bombay G
. then aware that, owing to your Government ¢ f 1874 having taken a different view
of the private rights of individuals in the Sou h Canara forests from that held by -

their predecessors in office, orders had been ¥ sued to the- Collector of the South

_Canara District to undertake an inquiry inys those rights in terms which were

calculated to weaken very considerably those ‘ovest rights which the State had, up

" to that date, been copsidered to possess; b & as_the Government of India had
- informed your Government that no further si rrender of forest rights should take =
- place, I did not think it necessary to prohibit ¢he continuance of this inquiry. - :
- ¢~ 3, Inow learn that, though no land bhas been absolutely abandoned which ..
. has hitherto been presumed to be Governmeidt property, the effect of " this inquiry = .
" has been to weaken the control of the Government over such lands, and to create
| a wide-spread impression among the people that the great mass of the forest lands_
- of tho district would be relinquished by the State. . I am also_informed that what ...
is termed ** kumeri” cultivation is allowed over a much larger area than thatin which
it was formerly permitted, and that a more extended enjoyment of * kumaki” lards
has been authorized. - - L R

4:  As it is very undesirable that valuable State rights should be in any way -
_yelinquished until the question mow under, the; considération of the High Court at -
. Bombay is finally determined, 1 must request your Government to give immediate =
instructions to the local ofiicers of the South Canara District to continue to deal
with all forest questions in accordance with the practice which was in force in the
districs up to 1874, and to take care thatno further privileges are allowed the ryots,
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either in regard to kumaki ” lands or * kumeri” cultivation, than were accorded
D . - - N -

to them at that date. S . ) . <
" 5. As T understand that the Collector of South Canara expected that the
inquiry into the forest rights to Which I have adverted above would be completed
about the close of the last offcial year, I conclude that his report upon the subject has
already been submitted to your Grace in Couacil, and I shall be glad to receive a
copy ab your early convenience, with the observations of your Government thereon.

d that no final orders should be passed on this report

You will, of course, understand
until the matter has been submitted, through the Government of India, for my
consideration. L A L ,_
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"

6. I have on several occasions drawn your attention to the importance which

- T attach to a proper demarcation of the State forests in your Presidency, and I am
aware, from your Despatch,dated 25th October last, No. 12, that you have deputed
Captain Campbell Walker to the duty of selecting and demarcating such tracts of
forest as are to be treated as close reserves, and in my despatch, dated 31st
December, No. 17, I have approved of your proceedings; but I am disposed to
concur with the Government of India in considering that this officer is hardly likely
to be able to accomplish very much without a staff of officers and subordinates to
- asgist him, I shall accordingly be prepared to sanction any measures which you may
- consider necessary to aid him in conducting this jmportant work, and I rely upon
your Government to take such steps as will ensure its being completed within some

reasonable time. - - o

7. It is‘also very necessary that detailed surveys should be at once made of all
Government forests, as, without these, it will be difficult to settle their boundaries
in a satisfactory manncr, or efficiently to guard against- encroachments after
demarcation. ‘

8. In my recent Des;iatch, dated 31st December 1378, No. 17, 1 have adverted
to the urgency of Forest legislation in Madras, and though I am aware that the
passing of a Forest Act for your Presidency has been in some measure delayed by
the discussions which have taken placy as to the practicability of making the
Imperial Forest Act of general ap. *ration, I trust that the draft of an enactment
on the subject  has now been prepared, and that there is a prospect of its beiag
passed into law with the utmost possible despatch.’

| 1 bave, &ec., ro
: o . - - (Signed) = CRANBROOK. -
His Excellency the Most Noble : 7 ‘ -
The Governor in Counci, . fort St. George.
. : i B

.

No. 642, ORrDER 'rumso;\',;" z'st May 1879, No. 1,187. .

-

Tae Revenue Board will instruct
.~ - the Collector of South Canara to con..
tinue until further orders to deal with

Forests, No. 23.

A : . i T B - |
! _all forest questions in accordance wif the practice in force in that district up to
‘ r privileges are allowed - to ryots either in © .

1874, and to take care that no furtls

regard to * Kumakt” lands or *“ K\, neri ” cultivation t
" at that date. ‘

2. .The question of the staff of officers and subordinates to- be appointed to
enable Captain Walker to complete thr demarcation of the whole of the State Forests

in the Presidency, which are to be treated as closed reserves, within a reasonable
- time, will be disposed of separately. | . . ; Sl

3. -Paragraph 7 of the despatch will be communicated to the Sl;perintencieﬁt

of Revenue Survey, who will submit a scheme in full detail for giving effect to the
wishes of the Secretary of State bys 3

) t arveying in detail, at once, all the Government
Forests in the Presidency. A ’ - :

han were accorded to them

i

. " (Signed) - J. H. GARSTIY,
. & ! Acting Secretary to Government.
* To the Board of Revenne. &
»» the Comservator of Forests.

»» the Superintendent of Revenue Survey'

"
i [

Exd:~ T. 1. Ryan. BN
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{ : o ‘ - - London, 20th February 1879.
I -oE -7 . ) S
P Revenue (Forests), - S o - S
ﬁ : “No. 1. A - R N -
: ; To His Excellency The Most Noble The Governor in
: ‘ - Courncil, Fort St. George. ... - S
} ] My Lorp D'UKE,‘g o R - 4 . |
: - L Para. 1. The Government of India have - |
. lately brought under my consideration the action-

. . taken by your Government in regard to the.rights -

‘ foo- . Of}he State in the forest lands of the South C_anara oy
ST . “District, and have-drawn my special attention to - " .
oL __the very limited progress which las been made in - -

! A - thtf, proper demarcation of State forests in the .
! ) - Madras Presidency, and to the principles advocated
f ( . 1D pertain quarters which, in their opinion, are unne-
. cessarily lax in respect to the maintenance of the -
- rights of Government. ) S
i”,. In Lord Salisbury’s Despatch,idated 14th De- o, :
- cember 1876, a copy of  which was doubtless com- .7 -
: _municated to your Government, distinct instructions _ -
: .+ were issued that no irrevocable steps should be- -
. . taken as to the resignation. of any State rightsin .

£ . - the forests of the South Canara District, pending . -

g the decision of the High Court of Bombay in the « -~ -

! ’ Similar question which had been submitted to it in :

{ I‘G‘:"iard to the forest rights of the Bombay Govern-

H ‘ - .ment in the North Canara District. I was then -

: awhre that, owing to your Government of 1874

! haying taken a different view of the private rights

i ; of lindividuals in the South Canara forests from -

) bl that Lield by their predecessors in office, orders had . * -
Lo o been jssued to” the Collector of the South Canara
Gohies Wl District to undertake an inquiry into those rightsin =~
I - terms which were calculated to weaken very consi- -

N P . derably those forest rights which the State had, up } >
D e to that date, been considered to possess; but as the ' *
§ D e ve Tl e Geyernment of India had informed your Govern.
- 'gc)_. e toarhecsie - ™ent that no further surrender of forest rights |
padc A shauld take place, I did not think it necessary to . |
A wavet e b Prehibit the continuance of this inquiry. o ‘
2 ) s_)w. ‘ f""thz“;&t {LL.’:& x,:j.(_ ' - .: . + . - '4. )
. 3“ b ":‘"" ' ) 3. I now learn. that, though no land bas been
brodbeald e ‘ absolutely abandoned which has hitherto been |
) o4t Présumed to be Government property, the effect of S
f‘— K‘““““ﬁ F "““‘"‘:f; . t_tll‘s inquiry has been to weaken the (:ontrol of the] 2.
!»: RN Cad i ~ Government over such lands, and to create a wided *
& foat 0 b v ze2 Lo . - ‘ ceme
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|aware that the passiug of a Forest Act for your
.. - Presidency has been in some measure delayed by
, _+ the discussions which have taken place as to the
v - . : practicability of making the Imperial Forest Act of
: .+ . gencral application, I trust that the draft of an -
- -enactment on the subject has now been prepared, -
L - - and that there is a prospect of its being passed into
law with the utmost possible despatch. 7
P - e P % . - N

.spread impression among.the: people that the great :
“mass of the forest lands of the district would be re-
linquished by the State,, I am also informed that >
. what is termed *kumeri” cultivation is all wed
_ over a much larger area than that in which it {was } ¢
_ formerly permitted, and that a more extended| €n-
., joyment of *kumaki* lands has been authoriged.
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rights should be in any way relinquished uati} the ' 3 T
ueslion now under the consideration of the High : T Yoot
ourt at Bombay is finally determined, I musf re- ' ; S
. quest your Government to give immediate instruc-
tions fo the local officers of the South Canara {Dis-
trict to continue to deal with all forest questiors in _
~ accordance with the practice which was in florce | ™) .
in the district up to 1874, and to take care thqt no ‘ )
_further privileges are allowed- the ryots, either 1n S
- regard to  kumaki” lands or “kumeri” cuifiva-
. tion, than were accorded to them at that date.

":V
P
-

. VI have the h.onroilr to be,
+ -« My Lord Duke," -

" * . Your Grace’s most obedient humble Servant, |

JERRPRECS

4. As it is very undesirable that valuable %tate
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.7 5..As I understand that the Collector of S¢uth
Canara expected that the inquiry into the forest
rights to which I have adverted above woulc be
- ~completed about the close of the last official yeals I
. ponclude that his report upon the - subject | has -
. already been submitted to your Grace in Coupeil, " - . - ; : IR
* - -_and I shall be glad to receive a copy at your jarly;.__.w.:.v T b P
" eonvenience, with the observations of your Govern- ‘ - e
ment thereon. You will, of course, understand that } T
no final orders should be passed on this report until o - R ‘ '
the matter has been submitted, through the Goviern- | . | " L M T N — . ‘
- ment of India, for my consideration. 1 L ) T '
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" 6. 1 have on several occasions drawn your atten- . ) - o
. tion to the importance which I attach to & prpper- -~ - - -. . I SR DD
. demarcation of the State forests in your PresidefiC¥» : - : R R 1
~ ’and I am aware, from your Despatch, dated g5th < S N
;. " October last, No. 12, that you have deputed Captain L : S S R
- ., Campbell Walker to the duty of selecting an de- T R R AR
: marcating such tracts of forest as are to be treated, - - = ” A
- Tas. close rescrves,and in my Despatch, dated 31st .
: .. December;"No. 17, I have approved. of. ydur Ppro- v ... R T
. ceedings; but I am disposed . to concur WithtLithe““"‘ meme e T T R o
4 Government of Indiain considering that this officer - e
vk “is hardly likely to be able to accomplish very ntuch . : ,
"+ - " without a staff of officers and subordinates to sist _ T ‘ e >
*>. him. I shall accordingly be prepared to sangtion _ T . o,
~, . any measures which you may consjder necessa to " o -
. aid ‘him in conducting this important work,|and ' S ' T
“.++ T rely upon your Government to take such steps S
i -"as’ will cosure its being completed within some
reasonable time.
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%7. It is also very necessary that detailed surveys . : - N
should be at once made of all Government forests, . :
as, without these, it will be difficult to settle {heir
boundaries in a satisfactory manner; or efficiently to
guard against encroachments after demarcation- '

. ; P ‘

. 8. In my recent Despatch, dated 31st Decernber
1878, No, 17, I have adverted to the urgency of
Forest legislation in Madras, and thoug { am
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