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L Incha Office,
‘London, 96th Angust 1875,
Revenue,

No. 43 ]

To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Governor
General of India in Council. :

My Lorp, .

Para. 1. I forward herewith, for the consideration of your Excel-
leney, a copy of a letter, dated the 28th of June last, from Mr. J. W. B.
Money, in which he complains that, by the action of the Government of
Madras, he and his partners have sustained substantial iffjury in their
business as” Cinchona growers on the Neilgherry hills, and offers “ to
“ take over the existing Government gardens on the Neilgherries at the
*“ amount of the unrecouped Government outlay thercon, on the terms
““ of the Neilgherry fee simple rules.”

2. The object with which Her Majesty’s Government undertook the
introduction of the Cinchona plant into India, and encouraged its culti-
vation was, as your Excellency will be" well aware, to place a cheap
febrifuge within the reach of tlie people of the country, not to make a
commercial profit by the sale of bark.

3. In a letter dated the 9th March last, the Madras Government,
reviewing the results obtained from the manufacture of alkaloid at the
Neilgherry plantations, state their opinion that it has been * conclu-
““ stvely shown that the manufacture is being carried on at a very serious
““loss to the public revenue,” and they have accordingly directed that,
for the present, it shall be wholly discontinued, I amaware that the
officers charged with the management of the Cinchona plantations in
Bengal are also making experiments in the mafufacture, but I have not
been yet informed of the result. .

4. So far as an opinion can now be formed from the experience at
Madras, and the general conditions under which the manufacture of
alkaloids fit for medical purposes must be conducted, it seems at least
possible that it will be found to be the most economical system to send
the bark to England, and to have the manufacture conducted thero,
As regards the Madras plantations, this point is still under my con-
sideration. - :

5. But, whatever the conclusions eventually come to as to the proper
course to follow in dealing with the manufacture of alkaloids, it is a
further question whether the knowledge of the conditions of climate,
cxposure, and culture, which are best adapted to develop the production
of the alkaloids in the bark of growing plants, has been carried to such
a point that it would be desirable to withdraw the plantations from the
supervision of a chemist capable of ascertaining the results of varying
methods of cultivation, &c., and to offer them for sale to private
persons. "
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ENCLOSURE.

6, Jermyn Street, London,
My Lord, ' 28th June 1875.

As T had the honour of personally explaining to you on the 10th
instant, my partners and I arc the only large private Chinchona growers
on the Neilgherry Hills. '

We were mduced to buy the large tracts of land so planted from the

. Madras Government by their express public assurance that the Govern-

ment Chinchona gardens on those hills would never be allowed to com-
pete with private growers in the European market. The reasons given
for that assurance were, the Government desire to see the beneficent

Chinchona culture established pérmanently on the Neilgherries, inde-

pendent of the Government enterprise, the admitted length of time
before the culture could pay, and the fact that bark was, unlike tea or
coffee, of but small consumption, the supply of which could soon exceed
the demand.

Tt was announced, therefore, that the Government gardens on the
Neilgherries would be exclusively employed in growing bark for the
local preparation of a cheap febrifuge for the Indian dispensaries, and
that private growers might profit by the Government experiments, but

need not-fear the comf;etition of the Government bark in the open

. markets of Europe.

Up to the end of 1874 the Madras Government employed a quinologist,
«Mr, Broughton,” and a laboratory in working up, for the Madras
dispensaries, the bark from the Government gardens.

In 1873 & moderate shipment was indeed sent to London for public
sale. This, however, was admittedly for the purpose of ascertaining the
value of Neilgherry bark in the English market as against the South
American bark, for the information of private growers as well as of Go-
vernment, and before there was yet any private Neilgherry bark in the
Buropean market. This exceptional shipment thus camo within the
rule of experiments for the benefit of the private as well as the Govern-
ment growers, caused no injury to any one, and therefore led to no com-
plaint or protest.

In 1874, however, the Madras Government, on inquiry, found that

the febrifuge prepared from their bark by their quiniologist was not
cheap, but really cost more than the best febrifuge bought in England
and delivered in India. The quinologist was accordingly dismissed in
December 1874, his establishment and works were broken up, and the
buildings given over to the Government Superintendent for the general
purposes of the culture and for drying the bark. -

" This cessor of the Government Tactory led to fears that the Madras
Government might infringe the assurances on which my partners and I
had invested, in the ten years since 1864, about 40,0001. (forty thousand),
without as yet obtaining any return whatever. Qur first small erop of
1873 did not pay the cxpenses of 1873. Our second and larger crop of
1874 was our first chance of covering the 1874 expense, and of perhaps
getting a small surplus for a tiny dividend on our 40,0007. of capital.

Our 1874 crop arrived in London from March till May 1875. A
portion of that crop was sold at fair prices, and the remainder would
probably have fetehed similar rates, bub that, at the beginning of May
1875, an advertisement appeared of the early sale of about 26,000 lbs.
of Neilgherry bark from the Government gardens, and our bark at once
beeame virtually unsaleable. The Government gardens being three or
four years older than ours, their bark is riper and better than ouwrs, and
the quinine manufacturers’ wants being already nearly supplied, this
extra and unlooked-for quantity of superior bark was at once counted
on to meet all deficiencies. Our agents’ efforts to sell the rest of our
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