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e ~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

; - 1%¢th December 1878, No. 1,997,

: ‘ ] ;

: Read the following paper :— g

& No. 134. Pfoceedings of the Board of,fi«Revenue, dated 22nd November 1878,

No.'3,120. | 3
Read the following letter from H. W. BL{SS, Esq., Commissioner of 8alt Revenue,

to U, A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Becretary to the Boprd of Revenue, dated
Madras, 13th November 1878, No. 1,609.:— e

. Rerernize to that portion of the letter from the Secrotary to the Government of
India, printed with G0, 19th October 1878, No. 1,692, Revenue Department, which
deals with the question of the price to be charged for salt exported by sea, I have the
, honor to state that I have ascertained upon inquiry that the rules as to the refund of
A5 a portion of the duty on exported salt, copy of which I forwarded to the Board with

g b/ffg.g T ¥ my letter disposed of in their Proceed-

P & ,',;@:' No. 2,723, dated 5th October 1878, - ihgs marginally noted, are still in foree in
R 1 Bombay notwithstanding the passing of
- {fes 05 Act XVIII of 1877, to which I bave in'my letter in question stated that I think them

f
. ds gl

oy

- repuguant. ; _

= "2. I enclose another copy of the rules in question for ready reference, and request
% [‘;” - orders as to whether they should or should nét be in principle adopted in this Presi-
b dency. ’ ,
M 3. Istill consider them opposed to the existing law. If I am right in so
g = thinking, the allowance of 5 per cent. now made in Bombay should not be continued.
’ 1, on the contrary, 1 am wigongzF hink that the g¥port trade in salt from this Presi-
| dency should receive the samé consideravivmwid Gs5idha - ds is axtended to that from
- Bombay. Otherwise we are, so to speak, handieapped to the extent of 5 per evut.,
b and a continuance of exports of salt from our depéts 1s not to be expected. \ "

4. So far as the Imperial revenue is goncerned, it matters not at all, in mf
opinion, whether Madras salt is, or is not, exported to Calcutta. The salt consumi-
tion of Bengal and the duty paid on it will not be altered, whether the salt the peogfe
there eat comes from Liverpool or from Madras. But the larger the Madras s/l
sales the more economically of course can the Madras Salt Department be worlfd,
without refercnce to the duty paid and considering the cost price of 3 Anmasyer
maund only. While, therefore, fully of opinien that not the slightest risk of los:

. revenue should be run in order to encourage exports, I think that the conditions A
export should not be more onerous here than elsewhere.

6. T observe that the Government of India eontemplate the grant of refunds ’(\
]

e

-exports to Burmah and to ports not in British India. The principal demancsfor silt
for export of late has been for Penang, and of course the applicants have refused f 3
.« T am informed, is that they have all gone over to Ceylon and taken salt cargoes from

" thence, Seecing, however, that, so far as I know, there are no proper arrangements in
. Penang for the accurate in-weighment of salt, T do not foel disposed to regret the loss

" of this portion of the export salt trade. It might, however, be well to make quite
. eertain of the exact nature of the arrangements in Penang and the Straits Settlements

- generally, regarding which I may have been misinformed. I venture therefore to
suggest that application be made to the Government there for information.

6. As regards exports to Burmah, I submit that the papers printed with .0,

d August 1878, N;}??&ll, Revenue Department, show that the arrangements there
- in-weighment of salt are not such as to render it advisable for us to offer any
couragement to exports thither by promise of refund of duty or otherwise.

Excrosvse No. 1.—Copy of Rules.

buy on the existing terms of prepayment and no refund of the duty. The result,™
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