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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

VENUE DEPARTMENT.

24th June 1878, No. 950.
3

Read the following paper :—

No. 271. From G. H. M. BATTEN, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Commerce, (Agri-
culture and Horticulture,) to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Secretary t
Government of Madras, Revenue Department, dated Calcutta, 2 rd March
1878, No. 107.

I au directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 400, dated the 14th
March, conveying the opinion of His Grace the Governor in Couneil that it is of
the greatest importance to the success and permanency of the Cinchona cultivation
and its extension in the Presidency that the plantations should, at least for some
years to come, remain in the hands of Government, and stating that ¢ the cultiva-
tion can in no way be said to have yet passed completely out of the expérimental
stage.”

9. In reply, I am desiredTto observe that this letter does mot supply any
answer to the inquiries made in the Secretary of State’s Despatch, No. 43, dated
the 26th August 1875, to which your attention was invited in my letter, No. 35,
dated the 2nd February, nor does it afford any material on which the Government
of India can discuss the allegations made in the memorial from Mr. J.'W. B;
Money enclosed in that despatch.

3. The substance of Mr. Money’s memorial is briefly—

(1) that he was induced to undertake the cultivation of Cinchona in the
Nilgiris on the assurance of Government that the Government Gardens
would never be allowed to compete with private growers in the European
market.

(2) that in violation of this assurance the main efforts of the managers of
the Government Gardens are now directed to the raising of a large
crop of bark for sale in the London market.

The Secretary of State, after observing that * the object with which Her
Majesty’s Government undertook the introduction of the Cinchona plant into India,

and encouraged its cultivation, was to place a cheap febrifuge within the reach of
the people of the country, not to make commercial profit by the sale of the bark,”
inquires whether, in the opinion of the Government of India, ¢ the Madras Govern-
ment has entered into any such express or implied understanding as that suggested
“by Mr. Money.” No answer to this question is supplied by your letter, and I am
to request that, with the permission of - His Grace the Governor in Council, a
detailed report on the subject (which has now been before the Government of
Madras for 21 years) may be furnished with the least possible delay.
{. Recarding the question whether the original object of supplying a cheap
febrifuge by local manufacture of the bark into alkaloid can be secured, I am to
refer His Grace the Governorin Council to my letter; No. 82, dated the 7th March.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Secretary to Government.

Exd, C. Howarth.
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RevENUE DEPARTMENT,
OQOTACAMUND,
24th June 1878.
No. 950.
No. 272.
To

Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF Ii\’DIA,

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE,
AGRICULTURE, AND COMMERCE.

Miscollamions. "~ Sm,—With reference to so much

| - : of the letter noted in the margin as

X ; relates to the memorial from Mr.

Dated 23rd March 1878, No. 107: J. W. B. Money, I am directed to state
. that His Grace the Governor in Council

is of opinion that if that gentleman’s allegations are to be seriously considered he
should be called upon to substantiate them by giving reference to the Proceedings
or.correspondence by which “he was induced to undertake the ecultivation of
Cinchona in the Nilgiris on the assurance of Government that the Government
Gardens would never be allowed to compete with private growers in the European
market.” The Governor in Council is, I am to state, not cognisant of such an assur-
ance, and is therefore, without that reference, unable to furnish the detalled report
desired by the Government of India,

9. The main efforts of the managers of the Government plantations have,
under the orders of Government, been directed to so arranging the plantations as to
afford experience of varied soils, aspects, and elevations and to supply plants and
seed to private growers.

3. A considerable quantity of bark has, with the concurrence of the Secre-
tary of State, been sent Home for sale to recoup the outlay incurred in establishing
and continuing the cultivation and the various experiments which were made, but
the raising of a large crop for the London market is not the main object of this
Government whose principal efforts are directed towards the utilisation of the
bark and the extended cultivation of the plant by private growers. That these
have not been altogether unsuccessful may be deduced from the fact that the sales
of plants for private cultivation reached 142,000 last year, and that the quantity
of seed distributed for the same purpose was 143 oz. against 55 oz. in the
previous year. '

4. The feasibility of manufacturing a cheap febrifuge appears as yet open to
some question ; but this matter will be separately noticed in connection with the

letter noted in the margin. Extensive
From Government of India, 7th March 1873, 4.ia] has been, and is %leing given to

sk various modes of utilising the bark in
forms even simpler and therefore cheaper than the febrifuges hitherto prepared,
and the results will be duly reported.
I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
Secretary to Government.

Exd. C. Howarth.
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