GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPA%RTMENT.

Ist April 1878, . 502.
Read the following paper :—

No. 8. Proceedings of the Board of Revs ue, ‘dated 29th November 1877,
No. 5,107. |

Read again the folloying: —
Board’s Miscellaneous Proceedings, dated 8th N ovember 1876, No. 9,586.
Read the following papers :—

Letter from the Acting Director, Revenue Settlement, dated 15th J uly 1876,
No. 8,212-80.

—_—

From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Director of Reverue Settlement, to H. E. STOKES,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenug, dated Madras, 26th October 1876,
No. 3,691-105. -

I Have the honor to forward the remarky of the Collector on the Deputy
Director’s scheme for the settlemefit of the Cumbum and Markapur Talugs of Kurneol
submitted to the Board by the late Acting Dirdetor with his letter, No. 2,812-80,
dated 15th July 1876, also the Deputy Director’sﬁroply to these remarks,

2. There is much weight in #he Collector’s femarks relative to the treatment of
cultivation in the beds of tanks and of land unddy wells adjoining wet ayacuts ; hig
remarks on the grain values proposed also deserve consideration.

3. The Board will observe from the ActingiDirector’s letter of 15th J uly that
he and the Deputy Director differ widely as to the mode of agsessing these talugs,
and at present I am unable to advise the Board ¢n the subject. As, however, I am
about to visit that part of the country, and the Deputy Director is now engaged on
the settlement of Sidhout and Budwail, which ddjoin Cumbum and Markapur, the
experience about to be gained may enable me to arrive at conclusions ; and, if the
Board think fit to defer the disposal of the report for the present, I will furnish.an
opinion regarding it at the earliest possible date.

4.
i
" Excrosvee No. 1.

From W.S. FOSTER, Esq,, Acting Collector of Kutnool, to C. RUNDALL, Esq., Acting "
Director of Revenue Settlement, dated Sth August 1876, No, 783,

As requested in your letter, No. 2,156-206, dated the 22nd May last, I have the honor to
make the following observations on Mr, Cox’s proposals bgarding the revision of assessment in
the Combum and Markapur Talugs contained in his pg ited letter, No. 703-245, of the 23rd
August 1875. ‘ '

2. ParacrarH 84.—The “ chondhaye,” or permanent remission of 25 per cent., ordered by
Sir T. Munro had not been, by an oversight, granted on lands watered by private wells although
the Board authorized the Collector in their Proceedings, No, 3,267, dated the 9th May 1866, to
grant the remissions at once. : ‘

3. §ParacrArH 156.—The error in trans-
As per endorsement to the Head Assistant Collector on the fern'_ng #the lands under “ dasabandam wells ??
Deputy Director’s letter, No. 878-394, 23rd October 1875. in some !cases to ¢ dry » has been since rectified.

|
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water-spread of hﬂm 1'.7“" u se the b : Il ' sanctioned.  After this Order of 30th M\y‘ 1854. the Goveriment received the Honorable Court’s \
ress heavily on U will : s ¥R gt ‘ ‘ DWQ. 6 of 1854, wherein they sugg _.ed that the rulp of exem&tion should be absolute
osides, mel grant of 3 yunt the o and simple, and, in Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 24rd June 1854, passed the following
nesesitae It T i— ot . ;
total tne nds t: 10. Tt is observed that very recently® the Order cor\mented on by the Honorable Court
: b * 30th May 1854 regarding” the levy of extracess on private
; B : g wells sunk in the vicinity of public works of
- m:i.er L O hall be |to R irrigation hasbeen defined and restricted so as to aﬁly solely to wells dug within 100 yards of
fix the rate so as to preven the cx PRELY , rear of tank-bunds, rivers, channels, and beds of , all wells sunk at a greater distance bein
thenﬁ mmwxls& 4 ! v : _ - wholly exempt from additional assessment. The Board and Commissioner will now be requi

to report, after consulting the local officers under their autherity, whether®there seems reason to

improperly to the exelu conclude that the public revenue from irrigated lands would be seriously affected in the event of

transfer of these dry i’n all restrictions as to the locality of the wells being abandoned hnd the rule of exemption being made

them is not :;moim absolute and simple as preferred by the Honorable Court. ” |

theh?&d of we '% ; (" 11. Subsequently, in 1855, the distance of ards was redygsd to 10 yards fr\m a tank-
- “:1‘5& nztmsei'”t dry e B T : ‘bund and 50 yards from a river or channel, and fhis latter distangSof 50 yards was r\duced to

‘(‘;fthe wet assessment, ° . do no 5 10 yards by a subsequent order. 4 =

otherwise, the ryots W A ‘ ' 12. The ryots have all along been under the belief that laAds irrigated from wells beyond -

mer :md.rya’ crop, no Tomi the prescribed distance were not to be charged water-rate, and now to charge them with the

water-rate would be unadvisable and would almost amount to a breach of promise on the part of
Government. I would, therefore, suggest that the irrigation from wells which are now beyond
the prescribed distance be not interfered with. A

‘ 13. Paracrarn 178.—1 am not aware of the principle followed by the Deguty Director in
dealing leniently with the lands under the * doruvu ” wells on the banks of the Gundlakamma ;
in the Markapur Talug. It is my view that the lands under these wells should be classed as g
dry aud tirvajasti charged for irmgation from these wells. For,if a ryot whose land adjoins i
T F el 1t ; ; et : the bank of & river were to construct a “ doruvu ” well on t)ie bank at some future time, he will
* b pemoiﬂmn nd which 1 i PrRe TS, ) LES have to pay the full water-rate minus the one-fourth for lift. This, I think, is not jugtifiable.
A not ¢ %4 : ] : I do not think that agyot who constructs a well some years later should suffer. There should be
no difference in the assessment of the lands simply because the wells irrigating some were
construeted some years previous to others irrigating other lends.
14. Paracesru 181.—There is no necessity to follow Mr. Minchin’s views as the Govern-

7. T the rule %01 ment have altered their opinion since.

ﬁtm, T anticipate a gre 15. Paracrarm 184, Cravse 2.—The fact of these tanks having received such a supply from
2 adjoins another man’s ¢ a long time gives the tank-owners a right to such supply for the futuregalso, and I think these
t 2 wdl the first hm;a to ps tanks should be exempted from the operation of the rule.

against his will? Ag:

16. Paracrarm 186.—Mr. Farmer has not as yet been able fo see the place. This may be
disposed of at the time of settlement. -

17. Paracrarn 195.—My views about the transfer of the landsin the water-spread of tanks
to the head of wef are given in paragraph 4 supra. ‘

18. Parscrarm 221.—I think it inexpedient to take the prices of Kurnool in fixing
the commutation rates for the Cumbum and Markapur Talugs. These talugs are widely differ- -
ent. from Kurnool. The commutation rates fixed for the Sub-division of Nellore or Kistna -
might as well be teken because these talugs are really just as much connected with them i
as with Cumbum. Mr. Cox, after making the deductions or account of merchants’ profits’ fixes . 4
the commutation rates at Rupges 125 for jonna, Rupeus 90 for korra, and Rupees 120 8
for paddy. These rates are higher than those fixed for the Gruntur portion of the Kistna District,
the average in that district being Rupees 122} for jomna ¢ «d Rupees 108} for paddy. I ma
also state that the commutdﬁo:}iute for paddy for Nellore is lower than that for Kuruouf:

classed wet .

B e

I
although the rate for jonna is higher. It is my opinion that. the commutation rates to be fixed
for Cumbum and Markapar Talugs should be much lower them the rates at Kurnool or Nellore or
Kistna. These two talugs are detached talugs, being separated from the other portion of the
Kurnool Distriet and from the adjoining distriets of Kistna and Nellore by ranges of hills.
There were no facilities of communication for these talugs wit'a Kistna, Nellore, or Kurnool during
the year, the prices of which are taken into account in fixin.> the commutation rates. The very
fact of these talugs being cut off from other portions of the  wnool and the Kistna and Nellore
Districts makes the demand for the eommodities raised ther.i less, and this less demand neces-
sarily causes a fall in price. Besides the gréat cost of transport to Nellore, Kistna, or Kurnool’
will oblige merchants to buy at a lower price. In consideration of all these circumstances, I
think that the commutation rates for Combum and Markapw * Talugs should be lower. : T

v - +19. Paracrarn 230.—The Deputy Director’s estimate s of the cultivation expenses appear w

b Y tobe a guess. He thinks that the particulars of cultivation expenses as given by the ryots are B

IR,

3 very conflicting, as the item of cost of bullocks per acre vaxi es from 6 Annas and 5 Pies in one
o - quotation to’ s 2-8-0 in another. I do not think there is anything strange in the variation
R8s in the cost, and I think the real average should be ascertaine i, that average adopted in our

s caleulations. The Deputy Director states that he has taken. the average of the ryot’s rates for

-
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reduction, however, must be anticipated as there are many anomalies to redress. The
‘dry lands for instance in some :Eﬁ:ges are now rited unusually high, and there is
always some loss by compounding for double crop. ~
15. I am anxious to complete these talugs and propose putting in a strong force
to settle them simultaneously as scon as the famine {s over. With these the Kurnool

District will be finished, and I shall then be able to acd one more to the list of districts
for which settlément data can be given to the Gove):;xment of India. :

|

R e e s R (e | M/

A

WirH the foregoing letter the Director of Revenue Settlement submits a revised
scheme for the settlement of the Cumbum and Markapur Talugs of the Kurnool District,
The scheme, as originally prepared, was not in all respects satisfactory, and there was

- such a divergence of opinion on some points between the then Acting Director Mr.
Rundall and the Deputy, who drew up the scheme, Mr. Cox, that the matter was
referred to the present Director for an expression of his opinion.

2. The settlement of the district commenced m 1864 with the settlement of
- Kurnool prgper comprising the talugs of Nandikoﬂﬁ; Nandial, Sirwell, and Ramal-
- kota; a separate scheme was approved for Pattikonda in 1872, and the Koilkuntla
Talug was dealt with in connection with the'talugs of Proddatur, Jammalmadugu,
and Cuddapah, the whole tract being intersected by the Kand#ir river and forming
- the valley known by that name. Thisis, therefore, the fourth scheme that affects the
. Kurnool District. The tract of country now under consideration constituting the
Head Assistant Collector’s Division, 85 miles long by 35 broad, is the northern half_
of a long and narrow valley, runningnearly due north and south, between the Nallamal-
lais separating it from the rest of Kurnool on the west and the Velligondas which inter-
vene between it and Nellore on the east. In general characteristics these talugs resemble’
those at the lower end of the valley attached to Cuddepah, namely, Budwail, Sidhout,
and Pullampett, and it seems to have been at one time ip comtemplation to include
them all in one scheme. In fact prior to 1858 the Cumbum and Markapur Talugs
formed part of Cuddapah ; two years later a portion of the latter taluq, consisting of 99
villages, was transferred to Nellore and is now comprised in the Kanigirt Taluq of that
district. 'With the exception of a stretch of fine land under the Cumbum Tank, the
tract under consideration is poor; the population is sparse, averaging only 195 to the
square mile in Cumbum and 110 in Markapur, but a very considerable portion of the
1,472 square miles of country consists of hill and jungle; excluding this area, the figures
. become 317 and 184 per square mile respectively. Strsamsare numerous, but the only
‘river of any size is the Gundlakumma, which flows through the Cumbum tank.
Communications are few and bad, especially in Markapur. This division comes
within the influence of both monsoons, the average r¢infall for the ten years ending
1874 being given as 30-32 inches for Cumbum and 2P'9 for Mrkapur; the accuracy
of the returns, however, is questioned. L R RL ;

3. In the first portion of his report Mr. Cox gives some interesting particulars

g the early history of the country. The ent has remained unchanged

from the time of its imposition by Sir Thomas Munrp at the commencement of the

~present century with the exception of the 2?8301- . deductions on dsy and wet

lands and 33 per cent. on en lands granted in Fasii 1231, known as the “ Chou-
dhaye ” and “ Tissaye ” and some minor concessions of' alater date in favor of lands
long waste or insufficiently irrigated. The average révenue for the decade ending

Fas.l 1282, the year with which the results of the preésent proposals are compared,
was only Rupees 2,17,878, and the figures adduced by Mr. Cox show that there has
been little or no expansion since the earliest years of the administration. exist-
ing rates are very numerous and confusing, there being no less than 233 ¢ diy,” 215
% wet,” and 161 ¢ ﬁrva]'asﬁ” rates in Cumbum, ranging from Annas 5 to Rs, 21-2-4;
these and other anomalies; such as the charge of fasaljasti on lands registered as
double crop when certain second crops are grown thereon, will disappear, and special
remissions, except such as the Board have directed to be treated as inams (Proceed
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13. The cultivatién expenses conform to those adopted for the rest of the
district.  Mr. Foster objected to some of the items as not sufficiently liberal, but the
Board thin k they have been fixed with due care, and that the allowance is sufficient ;
indeed, Mr. Rundall considers the cost of cultivation high. The rates proposed are«
enumerated at paragraph 13 of Mr. Puckle’s letter, and are identical with those
recommende d by Mr. Cox with the slight exception that the highest rate, Rs. 9-8-0
per acre, is applied to the best black loam instead of to ¢ permanently improved "
wet land, and that 6 annas have heen substituted for 4 annas in two of the lower
dry rates. Th ese rates seem judicious and quite liberal enough.

14. The financial result gf applying the'pro]gosed rates to the areas under each
class in comparison with the old assessment, i.e., according to the revenue accounts
for Fasli 1282, is shown in the subjoined table oy

RevexvE. ' SETTLEMENT. DIrrERENCE. g ;
- i \ o
Money Rates. w0 » §§
| Assess- verage ; - —
Avea. | o0t per Acre. | Area. Assessment, Area,. Asgessment, o 23
p i { ="
1% 2 3 g RS oy 6 7 8 9
ACRES. RS. RBS. A, P. ACRES. Rs. T - % ! ACHES. Ra, A. P RS.
BS.. A. P, Y.
O T 8 e & 1 X 5 , = o 3
3 0 0| 1,02 3,785| 81010 { 1,071 8215 0 0| . TR o 15
2 AT 3,132 7.8671 2 8'%2 3,325 7,481 4 0 ¥ 192 | — 38512 0 5
1 8 0| 6578 12,657 11410 | 6940 10,410 0 0 | 7 367| — 2247 0 0 17
1 4 0| 8,855| 6751(" 118 0| 4215 526612 0 | T 360 — 1462 4 0f @ 22
1 0 0 19,882 23,734 1 '8 1 { 21,600 21,600 0 0 1,718 | — 2,134 0 0 9
012 0| 82,658 26,808| 013 2 | 36,403| 27,302 4 0 | T 3,745 + 494 4 0 2
0 8 of 51.256| 28,346 O 810 | 57,729 28,864 8 0 [ * 6473| + 518 8 0 2
0 6 0| 25118| 10232] 0 6 6 | 20063/ 1089810 0 | * 3,945 | + 666 10 0 7
0 4 0] 1,057 277 0 € 2 | 1,887 334 4 0|+ 280| + 57 4 0 21
Total .. .. .. | 144,560(1,20,457| 0 13 & |161,683| 1,1537210 O | + 17,123 | — 5,084 6 0 4
Lands under special . 4
P R T T 244 693| 2 610, 313 “81913 0 |+ 69| + 22613 0 38
Total .. 144,804]1,21,050 013 5 (/161,996 | 1,16192 7 0 | + 17,102 | — 4,857 9 0 4
| Wet. ;‘
9 8 0| 1n7| 18,232(10 910 (| 1,828 17,31 8 0 |+ 106 — 913 8 0 5
7 8 0] 2,051 18665/ 9 1 7| ,2151| 16,132 8 o [+ 100| — 2532 8 0 P
6 8 0| 233 18,063 710 3| "2,561| 16646 8 0 | + 198] — 1,406 8 0 8
- 5 8 0| 20666| 16408| 6 2 6| 2912] " 16016 0 0 | + 246 — 392 0 0 2
¢ 8 0| 180 8105| 4 58| 2,068 9,306 0 0|+ 208| + 1,200 0 0 15
3 80 1,225 8913 8- 8§ . ‘14T 5,009 8 0 | + 232} 4+ 1,186 8 0 30
2 80 113 13T o 2ie I 152 380 0 o | + CT  CSR 22
Total .. ,. ..| 11,095| 83,688 | 615 7 | 13,124 80,898 0 0 | 4+ 1,129 — 2,789 0 0 3
Deduct Baling .. .. | ..® e ey R 2,115 0 0 s 5 A
Balance .. .. .. | 11,995| 83,688( 615 7. 13,124 7878¢ 0 0 ! 4 1,120| — 4,304 0 0
Total Dry and Wet .. | 156,799 2,04,738 o . fl176,120 | 1,94,976 7 0 | + 18,321 l i onel -4l 5

" It will be seen th‘a.t notwithstanding an increase in area of 18,321 acres, or 12

Dry. Wet. p:r %::t. 0;1 the paimash area, a decrease
BS. R8. . 9,762* (five per cent.) nearly
% Cumbum ... ... ... — 1,604 — 1,365 equally divided between wet and dry, 13;

Markapur «.. .. .. —824 —3,539 po pocult of Mr. Puckle’s roposals,
‘compared with a decrease of Rs. 13,625 (7 per cent.) according to Mr. Cox’s
scheme and of Rs. 5,403 (three per cent.) wcortgfl ording to Mr. Rundall. No less than
90 per cent. of the dry land is assessed at one rupee and under; the wet lands are
equally divided between the three highest and four lowest classes. Compared with
the average assessment'of the Ofast’ﬁvs years as given at par h 66 of Mr,
Rundall’s report, viz., Rs. 2,04,698, the posegl settlement involves a loss ¢
Rs. 9,700, but this appears to be unavoidable as some lands are very highly assessed -
at present, and the proposed treatment of the area under Doruvu wells and compo,
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