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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

28th February 1878, No. 316.
Read the following paper :—
From A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Commissioner of the Nilgiris,

to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
dated Ootacamund, 30th January 1878, No. 16.

Wirh reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated 4th Januarv 1878;
I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from Mr. Rowson, Assistant Superin-

tendent, Neddivuttum Cinchona Plantations.

2. The only seed available for distribution are that of the Officinalis and
Succirubra varieties.

3. Last year 143 oz. of seed were distributed gratuitously against 55 in the
preceding year, and from the 1st April last to date 1,372 oz. have been distributed.

4. In my letter of 22nd instant, No. 10, I have asked Government to obtain
a supply of Cinchona calisaya seed from Java. Although the tree has not hitherto
proved a success at Neddivuttum it may do better in Wynaad.

5. With reference to the gratuitous distribution of seed, T have the honor to
refer to paragraph 10-b of my Administration Report for 1876-77, and to request
the orders of Government as to whether the gratuitous distribution of large quan-
tities of seed should be continued. :

Excrosure No. 1.

From W. ROWSON, Esq., Assistant Superintendent, Government Cinchona Plantations, to
A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Commissioner of the Ni giris, dated Neddivuttum,
19th January 1878, No. 91.

Wirs reference to G.0O., No. 2, dated 4th instant, respecting the varieties and quantities of
Cinchona seed now available for distribution, I have the honor to report that no stock of seed
is ever kept, orders being executed in rotation as rapidly as possible after receipt. Cinchona seed
soon loses its vitality and will not keep longer than a month in this climate.

2. The only varieties available for distributionare the Oinchona officinalis and Cinchona

succirubra. The surviving trees of Cinchona calisaya are‘yielding a little seed which is being
sown in the nurseries.

3. The present is not the time for collecting seed ; after the spring showers seed will be
more plentiful. On account of the late high winds, which denuded the trees of foliage, seed is
just now difficult to procure, the present price barely covers cost of collection, &e.

4. Seed of the Cinchona calisaya should be obtained from Java. This variety is the most
valuable of all Cinchonas, but does not thrive on these hills, It may do better in the Wynaad.
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