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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

8th July 1878, No. 1,032

Read the following papers :—
Despatch from the Right Honorable the Segretary of State for India
Revenue, Inp1a Orrice, Lonpox,
No. 26. 30th May 1875.

My Lorp Duke,—Herewith is forwarded, for your Grace’s information, copy
of a letter addressed by Mr. David Howard to Messrs. Jenkin and Phillips on the
subject of the inferiority of the Ootacamund Cinchona barks recently sent Home
when compared with the results obtained by tests of that received in previous
years. Some suggestions are also offered as to the causes which have affected the
price of Indian bark in the London market, besides the question of quality above
referred to.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) CRANBROOK.

To His Excellency the Most Noble ;
The Governor in Council, Fort St. George.

Encrosure No. 1.

From DAVID HOWARD, Esq., to T. H. PHILLIPS, Esq., dated Stratford near London,
April 29th, 1878.

I HAVE been carefully compering the tests of the QOotacamund barks with those of
previous years, and find throughout a marked inferiority. The Officinalis of each plantation
shows a deficiency n alkaloid in each of the three sorts, the renewed and unmossed showing it
the most : the quinine is deficient on the average 10 per cent. compared with last year. I have
found a similar deficiency in the Officinalis from another private plantation, the crops of which
I could compare in a similar way.

The renewed Succirubra bark shows an even more marked inferiority, the average of this
year’s crop is about 25 per cent., deficient in quinine, and though the total alkaloid is less,

the deficiency is in the quinine, the Cinchonidine being more than last year.

The natural and mossed Succirubra also were not equal to last year, but the difference
will not explain the whole difference in price, I think the causes are these.

Last year no one knew when the scarcity of bark would cease, and all bark rose to the
extreme point ; this year all the buyers regard the rise as temporary, and will only buy rich
barks at the full price, which will turn out quickly while the pinch lasts. The great quantity
of Darjeeling bark, which is nicer in appearance, has also filled up the Druggists’ demand, and
" moreover the price of last year was an excessive one even under the exceptional circumstances,
Succirubra not renewed will never sell really well till manufacturers are sure of a ready sale for
Cinchonidine. As the cause of the inferiority of the crop it is evidently a general one affecting
the district. If the bark is of the same age as last year, I am inclined to think it will be
found in some peculiarity of the season, be it drought or what not.

No. 60. OzrpER THEREON, 8th July 1878, No. 1,032.

“— . .
TR NG CoMMUNICATED to the Commissioner

of the Nilgiris and to the Committee

. : now engaged in considering the various

questions connected with the proposition to re-establish the local manufacture of a
febrifuge.
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