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No. 246. Proceedings of the Board of R e;me, dated 5th Jnna 13?&31’4'0@ ‘497%
Read the fgllowmg papers —
From A. McC. W EBSTER, Esq. Collector af Co mbata to 0 A.. GAT !
Acting Secretary to iﬁ nrd of‘ ReVeuue datﬁd 213(: May 1873, N‘ qrg Esq
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o g} ———— "'T"*-T'*‘" ,'_,’ e -
] - b REVENUE D""m.%"l;ggmf"., k!
Revenvg, DiraArtvexy, 20ts Joye 1878, No. 937. el r
. | | Suparrrep for the information and ‘?If@m'
Excrosure No. 1. | 5. In the Board's view the matter 18 v
stract from the Diary of J. X, COOK, Esq., 8pecial Assistant in chargo of State Relief Works, ance of delay is of grave m
E“m 3 Oodumulpetta, for the Week endin g 19th May 1878 :— & vadan their vowy S?d,ofw&hat
15¢th —Went out to Dhully and heyond to destroy or rather attempt to destroy the locusts. thus enhances t_he ?lﬁs%fll : Bf;} sl
The result~of my attempts 1 will detail hercafter as T wish to mention in this diary what I have beyond control an chie chding ,
seen and done about them. visited, . If t‘he,w B ML well
* * * of larvae the Phgu&lﬁ b :
‘ . \ - w Wit 1h & % (5
18th.—~Went out to J e!lapntty as I heard the locusts wore terrible hera, T found the fact peop‘le,v ansg&y ‘nof to say pro
not exaggorated and detertained to encanp here i fow days and see what I can doy: | suchBa Pod have taken the respo
i{-i)th ~Went to Erisinampatty for oney-dole and thenes o J ellipatty where I had sent on ;1;:&{ tit':)ar the p réﬁous‘SﬂnPﬁOB
 my thivgs. | : : appmj of Gavernment il et
; i A rther experience IMAEATES B2 T -
L rogret hera to report that a very great portion of the taluq is infested with young loousts, s All %oue%ﬁl’d are dw&ﬁ%ﬁ W08
whose ravages are very distrossing. The southern half of the talug ~ supposing a line drawn 8. ort to them the carliest appe
from Andiyur on the west to Madathookolam on the east —appears to suffer most, and the further for and rep e ek of the
gouth we 89, they are more uumerous. All the grass is eaton up and mmrl)” all the garden be vexpected MR o8 [
fen 1 i by rd, 1 thick, onethe Avamallays and found their way down, for the such tracks. o Pt
sides of the hills are covered with them, and having eaten up all the pasturage there, they may . : rance of young
: i 1 . A ge there, they . ‘ On the appearance ot . dor
be seen mwglnng deliberately down to the villages, To attempt to deseribo the quantities. 18 g | T men each under
imposmh}e. They are also eating, so the Forest Overseer tald ma, the young bisibisad ol or one dred men that
As mentioned I went to Dhull j

il y and Gonmm'npp
attempting to destray them, but one might as well tr

1 O @ ma-slmre.
Arrived at Dhully 1 rode out to the foot of the hills ngu; 'T?r‘:g:;tfnl;&x ;‘llcﬁ(\lllfr?v"h‘e’;‘l:s {hey were
most numerous, Hers the ground wag literally covered with them. I collected about 100
people and when 1 saw a large swarm (for thy are Just like hees) I first threw some straw OVEr
them (havin careful'ly surrounded them) and’set fire to it. ‘Some periched, but they were but &
fow out of the millions and millions thers, I worked Yor about ‘six hours at this work, b
thf)\lg:\ l:\'e (hd. all we ﬁ()ul(l‘ I do not snppose we eﬂectad much. In othm' onses I ,.it ’ﬂm hn-lf 5

A {T?lt Pfrlt ‘_mg §0t the people to drive them in. Igp Gooroovappa Naicknoor village I‘Mw o
¢:n t:‘la‘ie“wtriks'li‘;;n:’ ﬂl,émf‘ ’-ge:te “,ij“’“- dt Ahey are nowall «among the-chelum M OM% 47 14
impossible, for even if temo v 0 burn the cholum would never do—to drive Mw' e T
In Dhully and the village T oo 5, Tm0ved, they return at night aud complete the m"' e
cases the peopla ha bege o 86 prosent encamped, thoy are even in the houses, nnd._l ety I E8
: peop 3 e been obliged £y Jeaye their houses, “The destruction done by arop
;?.:n;?;orl;oﬁm‘&?m’“ﬁe‘;he“ o oonsider that tho cholum now being -eﬁ::l;' “"“Sg o
1 : - s t0 grow, As : & I" mereiy. ]
;{',’('fe “211'3895}; Dt}ﬁplly, Jellipatty anq uwup:%;?d?:cih: ‘f:};e:mé‘o bullahs, in the.,i'& sl
» 4G in the third 100 bullahs of cholum have boen totally destroyed, being l&flw "]W m b :
* Thin is & amall OBt —OnePothy = 198 pusey Taking the produce of one ﬁ? 30

Weasares.  *Potjiies, and each m“ﬁi. bo - mm s
ve n total of 18 -
ly three villages. This is (the present rate), we ol

- for grain alone. The stalks of the
) m‘; !tl‘ﬁ:;::mcaidm:}mﬁd to feed the cattle for a year—but it is all gone—so0, what wﬂl 1 3 "-ﬂp'
g’iua :] im mﬁ?n.‘ Pout amonth ago, when I was down in this %‘ﬂ, e+ 1w
th%ml' W all directions and I wasin Lo es the ryots were going to wim A A
ourishing and W'ull; I{Ba“:y 1ot a blade to be seen, nns the few gardens whero the cho! ofthe
southern part, of tﬁ 1)0 "I 800D I8 now fhick with locusts. In auother weok the whole Tl T
L fIx)'Om * the talug will be almost denuded of crops. 1 am not, T think, eflgﬁm‘% a
litt{):.ﬂ f‘whg};rsmﬁ obmrm‘i"“- 8 locusts are ting very large andd gorth
part of the talug &)]1(‘[{' o Lall shey they betake themseives to pastires now by u-‘%bl % :
ruined, and wo wil] ]mfmmt the same hayon there as they have done here, this “‘t Nocuhts ®
fly over the talug 5 ;;“’“hlggg, faming thay Yast yoar.  Tho ryots fear thab the TOPEC ggg) fa et 2
spoiled. ) n?)tds i }:y “Prear to b al) coming from the hills which they have *‘ﬁ'
: 1 will e 10U an aluemist, but 1 really think tho locust, plagie 5 R | £+ 1
- trying the: Hire ul watohing. I am doing my best to e I’h“"ﬂw 32 358
mstructions § ﬁ 1’” moet €0 get riq of tﬁo locusts. Lt us hope they will at ﬁ* e
sseed-grain, bt do et ya (LAt 80 bogin the distribution of Mansion woney A
i : & s‘fﬁlll ﬁ\mfk it umless “n thiy part of the taluq where the “““m e L
Tt s by fho Tocusts, Most that have seedegrain o willkeP
© Progriss [l‘ Lonstantly on the move from village to village ;
: o4 this plagrus, for such we way eall it.

(True Extract.) ' '

(Rigned) = A McC. wwﬂg",ﬂ;«w’ .
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19¢h.~Went to Erisinampatty for money-dole and thence to Jellipatty where I had senton
- my things, i i . ‘ 0
; ‘here to report that a very great portion of the taluq is infested with young locusts,
SL osg mef B;m ver}lr) distressing.  The southern half of the talug —supposing u‘li%e_ drawn
from Andiyur on the west to Madathookolam on the east —appears to suffer most, and the further I
south we go, they are more numerous. All the grass is eaten up and nearly /! the garden
i Phes mustibave bred, I think, on the Anamallays and found their way down, for the -
sides of the hills are covered with them, and having eaten up all the pasturage thera, they i
be seen marching deliberately down to the villages. To attempt to deseribe the quantities 18 *
impossible. They are also eating, so the Forest Overseer told me, the young bamboos, '
" As mentioned I went to Dhully and Gooroovappa Naicknoor villages for the purpose of
(e ttom ‘fpﬁn s ro" destroy them, but one might as well try to remove the sand from the sea-shore, |
o B e Lﬁved uf hully I rode out to the foot of the hills near Tiroomoorthykovil where they were |
fil ‘most numerous. Here the ground ws liternlly covered ,with them. T nollected about 100
b thmdwm I saw a large swarm (for they aro just like bees) I first threw some straw over | |
i ing carefully surrounded them) and set fire to it. Some perished, but the

! ] were but & '
. few out of the millions and millions there. T worked for about six hours at thig ‘wm, ;u @;‘ s
: | | ‘ ’m ‘ iy

Ay

though we did all wo could, I do not suppose we effected mmeh. Tn other oases I 1it o fire
' round them and got the people to drive them in. In Gooroovappa Naicknoor village I did .
" Hkewise when I found them in the o'Ben, but they are now all among the cholum and swarming
| onto the stalks like alot of bees, To bumn the cholum would never do—to drive them out
impossible, for even if ﬁ?ml’l-omtiﬂx removed, they return at night and complete the destruction.
In Dhully and the village I am at present encamped, thoy are even in the houses, and in some °
cases the people have been obliged fo leave their houses. The destruction done by thess locusts | |
is enormous and distressing, when we' consider that the cholum now being eaten is the 3vd rop "
the poor ryots have attempted to grow. = As an instance of the damage I would merely take
 theee villages, Dhully, Jellipatty and Manupatty. In the former 600 bullahs, in the second
400, and in the third 100 bullahs of cholum haya been totally destroyed, being all that was sown,
U ol il . "Taking the produce of one bullah to be five
 #This is » small onttara—OnePotky=192 pucca measures. *Potjios, and pothy to pees 80
e i .. (the present rate), we have a ,000

Rupees destroyed in only three villages. Thisis for grain alone. The ¢ ks of the cholum

& o',”&&‘*thefg;mm is also eaten. About amonth ago, whe? I was down in whd; "ﬂ“}*"fuﬂ?ﬁg il
cholum springing up in oll directions and I wasin hopes the ryots were 'gbiﬂgf‘tol.m‘a bumper
«orop, but now there is really not a blade to be seen, and the few gardens where the cholum is s%a]r e
flourishing and would be ripe soon is now #hick with loousts. In another week the whole of the
southern part of the talug will be almost denuded of erops. T am not, I'tbink,exa',ggemﬁn a8 -

T speak from personal observation. The locusts are §etﬁng very large and beginning to 1 y a
little. If when they are full size they betake themselves to pastures new by going to the north
part of thetalug and commit fhe same havoe there as they have done here, this tal q will be utterly

~ ruined, and we will have a bigger famine than last year. The ryots foar that the locusts wiﬁ )

* fly over the talug as they appear to be all coming from the hills which. they, have pretty well
spoiled. I do not wish to be thought an alarmist, but I really think the looust ; e is 2 very
‘serious matter and will require careful watching. I am doing my best to amibgliﬁ:i'yots, and '
they are also trying their uf;most o get rid of the loousts, Let us hope they will. T have received -
instructions from the local Committee to beﬂu the distribution of Mansion money at once for
‘seed-grain, but do not you think it useless in this part of the talug where the seed, if sown and.

springing up, would surely be eaten by the locusts. Most that have seeds rain are afraid to
attempt a fourth time. T shall be constantly on the move from village to village and will keep
you informed of the progress of this plague, for such we may call it, ‘ i

; Sl R

(Signed)  A. McC. WEBSTER,
AT ‘ Cplleotglj-

. grom now are caloulated to feed the cettle for 2 yoas-. mtmallgone—our
i in

s g

Suparrrep for the information and orders of Government, «."W o

2. Tn the Board’s view the matter is very serious and one in which the ayeid-
ance of delay is of grave importance. Every day strengthens the young lagy a1
increases their voracity and, what is worse, strengthens their powers of locomotion, and
thus cnhences the diffienlty of dealing with them, till, on attaining their wings, theyare
heyond control and will spread themselves over  far wider area. than thoy have et +
visited. 1f the weather coutinue dry and favorable to the hatching of ova and matur g

yet
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