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| Procaed@ dings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1 . 30th June 1876.

is carried on under the south-wast monsoon, and is “{u.rr' igated ” in the sense now attached to
that term, but the term is a misnomer. :

The revenual. condition of land is equally conveniently conveyed by the old appropriate
: term. In ﬂ. settleme'nt the bﬁ&iﬁ of whioh.B B8 share of the UI'OP, Wef-crop laud namsaﬁly bGM1
: an.d should;b‘fm, o higher assessment than dry land, and * wet * cultivation perfectly describes
 this fundamental difforence. '
o Andwinrepaio Saryy Sl
55 The terms proposed introduce, as it appears to me, confusion under évery head of considera-
:on. . ';li.‘ha‘term" M * nnirrigated * must, T fancy, comprise the wet lunds of Malabar, Canara, &e.
- &e., and *irrigated ” must eomprise dry crops, such as raghoe, cotton, &o., which get two or
three waterings from o well, : Bzt : ’
- T would rovert to the old terms ; and, if desivable sub-divide, into minor heads under each
showing whether artificially irrigated or not, -

22nd Hay 1876, : W. ROBINSON.
2k Oﬁmk THEREON, 30th June 1876, No. 875.
Lond Revenus, No, 9,  Ompemen that the following et
e : be despatehed to the Government ©
i Taidia o > 0Tt &
: (Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Es ] i ~ Seeretary to Government.

No. 315 To the Secretary to the Governent of India, Department of Revenue,
= Agriculture, and Commerce, dated Outacanuund, 30th June 1876, No. 876.

‘ ! ' lfmid B‘"@ue, No.10. - Sir,—With rcference t(: YOITII‘ letter,
e e o dated 20th September 1875, No. 752,

on the subject of the adoption of the

terms “Trrigated” and “ Unirvigated” in describing the different classes of lands in
this Pmﬁ‘d‘*f“’?; T am divected to state that the Question has again engaged the
earefu% consideration. of tlis Government, and tlat His Grace the Governor in
Council is strongly of opinion that the decision commuriiéated to the Seoretary of
State in paragaph 5 of despatal, 21t May 1875, No. 14 (Miscellancous), should be
Yevised, and the use of the old terms “ We(” and « Dry” should be adliered to for the
reasons briefly adduced beloy, ' -

(o0 thy e M o sanchioned f applioaton of the forms < Wot? and 4Dry”
o the equivalonts of ths unient Native tefns  Natgah” and * Paujab”) @ well-

]‘“"“n&turalmaﬂgmww conditions of land in this Presidency, and the distine-
g Sound and convenient ; « Wet? denoting land fit for wet crops only,

Bt by axtiflolal frvigation, and comprising sll Tands permancatly cultivated with tice
e other valuable er0ps ; and “Dry” luad generally ¢ for orops which are loss
Faloable, and require, as a rule, less wator, e

oy This disfinotion commends itself with equal foree when looked ab from &

= Tu a settlement, the basis of which is a share of the erop,

e —

k‘};‘#«gh gon
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t“”‘mcums \stance of moisture and climate, or from being rendered

Il

Rében\ue Deﬁa}tment,

Proceedzﬁgs of the Madras Gobeﬂzmen’t,"
30tk June 1876.

wet-crop land necessarily bears, and should bear, a higher assessment than dry land :
and “ Wet” and “ Dry” cultivation perfectly deseribes this fundamental difference.

4. In the districts directly under the influence of the south-west monsoon
agriculture is comparatively independent
of artificial irrigation, and yet there are-
vast extents of ““wet” land on which wet
crops are raised and enhanced assessments realised - thus showing that the term is a
convenient and appropriate index of the revenual condition of the land. The terms
Unirrigated and Irrigated, on the other hand, if applied to these lands will convey a
very erroneous idea of their nature and character, and will-not be in accordance with
he Revenue Classification. ;

9. T am to state that, for these and other reasons which it is needless here to
state at greater length, Ilis Grace the Governor in Council is_ strongly opposed to
the abandonment of the terms so conveniéﬁétxpressive, and appropriate.

6. I am toadd that the sub-division§ proposed in your letter under reply are
too numerous, and too much in detail to be adopted conveniently in our Revenue
Accounts. - Such statistios would entail the cost of an increase in the establishments,
and a constantly recurring serutiny in the villages of no importance to the revenue
collection, and which would thus beconie a great and unnecessary molestation to the
ryots.

Malabar,

Canara.

(Signed) D, F. CARMICHAEL,
S Secretary to Government.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman. ¢ el e - R S L
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