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No. 930

PROCEEDINGS OF THE Bo‘um or Revexvr, dated 5th April 1876,

Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Esq., Collector of the Kistna District, to
C. A, GALTON, Esq., Actiag Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Gud:.va.d&a,
llth March 1876, No. 43* -

I HavE the honor to report the following mrmmatanees

i About four years ago, a rumour reached me that in the exeavatmn of one of the i irriga-
‘tion channels in the Repalli Talﬁq, certain tank-diggers had come upon a large number of gold
- ingots which they had taken possessmn of. I caused mqumewo be made by the ﬁhan Tnhnﬂda.r i
who reported that the story, had no foundation. L :
3. This Tahsildar diﬁd, and was succeeded by the present man who, after some mgmrv,
~informed me thmt the stqry” was true, so far as the finding of the ingots was _concerned ; that
‘rumour had it thtt 120 or so hsd been found, and that'their value was about nine lakhs of mpaea
that the man who had imm.d them and his sons had them buried about their premises. e
4. As thoy had not observed the procedure necessary under Regulation X1, of 183" I s
du'eoted Thim to use his best endeavours to discover where they were that I xmght claim themifor o
Government, and he and other officers in the district have been most zealous in trymg to gpt
 information as to the whereabouts of them.
~ b, 'The finders were, 1 beheve, at the first nndem ihe nnpression that the mgots were lmm,
md they parted wxﬂh some undem ﬂmt mpremon these have, 1 'beheve, iomd ﬁmr way ia

=D

Dapar&ment of Pnbho-'Wm'ka ihan, now aet:mg Bange Oﬁoet, wﬂdgﬁva me good m{mmatwn.
but nothing came of it until I was at Mangalageri on the 10th February last, when he informed
that he could point out two p!wgb in the compound of the place where ﬂ,,e ﬁn&,ez gmihg sous.
haved, where I should find the g'reatér part of the mgtxtql ‘he sﬁd‘ﬂ&m O :

7. I accordingly went to the place the finder G. Nazmﬁn and his ﬁmn- sons. 6. Kistﬂnu ST
umi G. Pnlhah V&hkatwhellum, and Pauakalu were thm. I told thm whyI haclwme' “md. 1_’1: ok it

ment to leava tham in tha same |
- been ‘in-iﬂ.»thay. hady'on ﬁnﬂinjg them
i G Gt thxsthe old man a.ml ise
wwd!ﬂ they had. Mr. Carlier mst;ructcd byhmmiomam then ymntad- j,‘t mﬁh‘ :
wa prooeeded to dig ; and nf’éer a mmmennsment the other sous said that is

) ut Maet dxstzmt md ﬁrodnosd fout mo:e %hm were '

120 wer origimny‘ i i | | 44
‘5 u;ﬁ’&hﬂ nmnbex ; haﬁ st:ll I ﬁaped for a mm‘ﬁsr“snﬂmént in value nfma




e o The place where the mgots were buried was a compound surrounded by a mud wali
about 30 yards square; in it were three huts, & cow shed, various dung and rubbish heaps, &e.,
and it was quite clear to me that if the people had not pointed out to me the exact places to dig,
we should never have found one ingot. Mzr. Carlier’s informant was not aware of the exact apota
or the depth, and without that knowledge we might have dug over the whole space and still
missed them. -

.13, I believe all woro found that were in that place. The family were in a state of the
most intense excitement till the last ingot was found, when they calmed down and sat complacently
watching the operation of enlarging the two holes made on Mr Carlier’s mformahon in which
we found nothing.

14. When they were quiet, I asked them about the finding ; and they told me that they
found twenty-two ingots ; that they buried them first in a cholum field ; and that a man named
Kotturn Neshaiah when ploughing found thirteen which he carried off, and that the rest were
given up to me. They lied so throughout the whole affair that it is not possible to believe any

‘thing they say, and from the fact that they have, as they admiited to me, buried near their

houses Rupoes 800, I feel sure that there is. a.t least another mgot that they have got rid off and
‘have not told me of, :

15, Whatever be the truth the matter is now so ¢ blown upon ” that T do not expeot to
find any more. T put the Repalli Tahsildar on the alert as quickly as T could ; but up to date

 he has not found anything. - The ingots welgh and have been valued as follows by the Treaaury'

Deputy Oollector and hxsEShroﬁa —

& Sk

s Welghtm S
, I i Weight in .
ol e N" iﬁgﬁboﬁ Ru efs o Remarks,
Mg o T S e
. ks _ :  C RS Be s T -
i B o1l et Blot e = B
2 1,022t 878
7 SN L A T e | , i
3 4 {1,000 370 ‘Val::s 1% %t;m -
b | R BT
6 997 370 o IP ; , i
R 3001 370 ola.
8 988 367
Be 994 370 : 2
- 8,986 3,327%

16. It is said that the place where t'héy were found is tha site of the house, where in.
former times a dancing girl lived. T beliove it is the merest ramour; for no one attempts to
give her name or anything else about her, but there is no doubt that the place was an mhabxted
house once from the dehris of t:xles, &e., about.

17. Taking fhe flndar’s own story to be true and the average of the mgots (they say the
others were all about the same size), they found 22 x 370} X 16 Rupoos worth of gold or

1,30,5137, and there is no doubt that, by their non-observance of the procedure laid down ma o

Regulatxon XT of 1832, tho Government is a loser-of Rupees 30,513} af least.

I would, howaver, beg that, in giving orders for their dlspnsal the Board will request
the Governmenb to bear in mind my promise to tho finders, a.nd to excuse tham for not acting
up to 8 law of which they were ignorant.

19. A re;ﬁémbla time must, of course, bo a.llowerl for claimants, dﬁany exist, to come

e tomardandolmmﬁhem; and pm-h&ps xtwllbabastthey should remain fn my Trosstey, where,

‘proceed under the Regulation and report the award in due course, whersupon the Board will
~ gonsider what recommendation should be made to Goverrment. :

Tan Oollector has overlooked the fact that under Regulation XI of 1832 it is the provmce
of the District Judge to adjudicate on claims to hidden treasure. s should accordingly

(A true Copy and Estract.)
(Signed)  C. A GALTON,
To the Collector of the Kistna District.
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'uld any mmtlar case arise in future,
: (True Coples il Extract, )
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To ﬁw Bemury to Governmen‘.‘ Bevenue Department, .'
: mh copies of Board’s Proceedings, dated 5th Apnl 1876
: . No. 039, and 28th Aprﬂ 1876, Ne. 1,129.

Gopy to e Collector of Kmi i)umcc.
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