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No.275.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th

‘Lat.ter‘fr‘or:i Lxent«CoIonal R.H BEBDOME, Conservator of Forests, to the
‘ Honorable D. F. CARMICHAEL, Secretary to Government, Revenue

Department, dated Ootacamund, 1st April 1876, No. 456.

I uave the honor to inform you that I have just completed a tour of three
* weeks in the Wynaad Forests with Mr. Peet, the Deputy Conservator.

2. The most important matter connected with the Teak forests of Wynaad
is the sottlement of the Mysore boundary. Mr. Peet states that the Mysore Forest
Department bas made a great ‘encroachment upon our forests near Rampore.
Instead of taking their boundary line from that place along the cart-track which
runs along a ridge and follows the water-shed till it meets Tod and Stephens’
line at a point near their third stone as proposed by Dr. Cleghorn in 1859, and
afterwards agreed to by both Governme: 5, they have adopted a boundary which
cuts Tod and Stephens’ line at a point much nearer OQoscottah, and about where the
gecond stone was originally placed. We met Mr. Fraser of the Survey Department

: at Shegabetta; he had just been making a survey of the boundary lines, and he’
s <uformed me that Mr. Pect was correct in stating that Mysore had encroached
A 4 upon our boundary as decided by Dr. Cleghorn. I have just received the

G.0., No. 398, of the 21st March, and the Board’s docket thereon, by which I
perceive that the subject is forwarded to the Collector of Malabar for report, and
he will doubtlessly lay the whole before Government in due form.

'3, This, however, is not the only dispute. Mr. Peet states that the Mysore
Forest Department have largely encroached upon our boundary line between the
large Mango tree (Yerra mn) west of Shegabetta and the Cubbony River. By
the Trigonometrical Survey Map, our boundary from this tree runs W.N.W.

to a small stream rupning into the Mavina hulla, thence the Mavioa hulla is
our boundary till it meots the Carnagal hulla close to its junetion with the
Cubbony ; this was always understood to be our boundary till 1868, when Mysore
stated that the Carnagal hulla was their boundary, claiming thereby all the tract
~_ lying between these two rivers. By the

» G.0., Revenue Department, dated 27th April | Government Orders as per margin, it
1868, No. 1,120, with z%a'z'& 24&' Aol will bo seen that a new boundary line
? G.({.S,elsl’ev}?;?%&p L A P was fixed by Litutenant Fullerton on
- behalf of Wynaad and Lieutenant van-
ch was accompanied by a Revenue
‘small stream running into the Mavina
 Trigonometrical Map, was adhered

&

i Ao

Someren on behalf of Mysore, and
Officer. From the Mango tree as far
" hulla, the old boundary, as laid down ir

o: thence a line was drawn direct tc

» trees were blazed the whole way and
Licutenant Fullerton ; this boundary was
think that there is no doubt that the
boundary considerably to the S.W.

ly all the forest they originally

e junction of the Mavina hulla and 3
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claimed. Mr. Underwood, the Deputy- Collector who accompanied the party with
~ Lieutenant Fullerton, came out from Manantoddy, and he and Mr. Fraser of the
' Survey and some of the Kurumbers also who had been with Lieutenant Fullerton’s
party went along the whole distance of the line with Mr. Peet and me as far as
the Cubbony, and we had no difficulty in following it with the aid of the marks
on the trees and the compass, bub the boundary as cub by Mysore runs as I have
said considerably to the B.W. of this and not up to the junction of the fwo
rivers alluded t,o From Licutenant Fullerton’s map and Lieutenant vanSomeren’s
‘description, bath published in the Government Orders marginally quoted, Mr,
Fraser will have no difficulty in laying down this boundary as already settled
between the two Governments, nor will he bave any difficulty about the dispute near
Rampore. The forest. are very unhealthy just now and until the 20th of May, but
T would suggest that sfter that date no time should be lost, and that Mr. Peet
~ and one of the Mysore Forest Officers should meet Mr. Fraser and see the question
satisfactorily seftled. It may seem strange that it has not been detected before,
but in a large forest like this nothing oan he done without consulting the compass,
and great credit is due to My, Peet for having detected it. As far as I could learn,
these boundaries have been cut entirely by native subordinates of the Mysore
Department. By the boundary as adjusted by Dr, Cleghorn near Rampore and
again by the line fixed hy Licutenants Fullerton gnd vanSomeren between the
Mavina hulla and the Carnagsl hulla, we have lost a very considerable tract of
some of the finest Teak that q.ppeared to beloug to us by the evidence of the oldest
maps, but now there is an atfempt at a much greater encroachment,

4, The Wynaad Gavernment Teak Forests cover an area of about 100 square
miles; they abound with much valuable Teak besides other valuable timbers, viz.,
Blackwood (Dallergia latifolin), Hone (Plerocarpus marsupium), snd Mutti (Ter-
minalia glabra); they have never as yet been taken in hand gystematically and are
capable of very much improvement. Thereis far too much bamboo (éhiéﬂy the male
bamboo Dendrocalamus Strictus) throughout the tracts, besides much worthless

growth of softewooded trees, creepers, &e., which should come out and make way

for more Teak and Blackwood, and fire annually sweeps through the forests and
does very great damage, Felling has been carried on without any proper selec-

tion ; it is true that only the larger trees have generally been cut, but these have
not often been marked or selected with reference to their position’ %8
g [ e . ¥ ] 5 .

8. Thesa forests may be said to be the finest Teak tract now belonging to
Government. \The North Canara Forests have long sincéigoﬂe over to Bomba}’,"md
the South Canara Teak Forests are being, I hear, alienated from the State, and the
ﬁ;x;;x;r::{?; 1T«aa\k Forests, t_hough .pf finer growth than any'thing in Wynaad, are
on lease. I tgi:kst’;lmu tt'r'ac‘t, . Whmh# great portion is only held by Government
and that a cox;sidi:e];)lre tha.‘t e thi;ig should be done to improve these forde
= o Lo ol g sanqally b iy oot 2
natural groy h of B > f?el i that money spent upon fostering the
natural growth of the seedlings in these tracts will be more advantageously laid

_out than spending it on any Teak plantati e
e o gm o plantations at Nellumbur or any where €13
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6. Ttis not proposed to fell timber this ensuing year beyond what may be
necessary for Government requirements, and I would restrict it until the whole
fract is properly surveyed and marked out into blocks. :
7. We cannot possibly attempt any improvements until the forest is divided
into blocks with broad rides round them, and forest sarveys made of the contents

- of each, showing the percentage of each description of tree and of bamboos, their
~ ages, &o., and. working plans and maps regularly kept in the Forest Office with

records as to all improvements proposed or carried on in each block.

8.  All this will cost money and be the work of time, but I think it should
be commenced at once, and, under a regular system of this sort, these forests will
at some future date become a mine of wealth to the State. ; '

9, Throughout the whole tract, which I estimate roughly at about 100 square
miles, the Chetties possess many holdings, and besides these there are many portions
that might be excluded from our blocks and eventually given up for cultivation,

10. It is impossible to say, evenroughly, what the area of these blocks will be
until the surveys haye been completed; probably not less than sixty square miles ;
the blocks will vary in size according to ciroumstances, but none should exceed
five square miles in extent, After the suryeys have been made, it will probably be
necessary to divide the forest into two or three series each under a Sub-Assistant
Conservator, and the blocks (which will answer to the ¢ agfectations ™ of the French)
into compartwents (parcelles), each hlock will have its own forest gusrd or guards
and its own records. ‘ s Qapn i _

11. Mr. Peet is a trained Forest Suryeyor, and from his long training in
France thoroughly understands the system now proposed, and is most anxious to
commence it in his division. I request that early orders may be passed on this
subject, and that he may commence at the eastern or the Rampore side of his forests
directly the Mysore boundary qneatiou:ik-fssﬁsfaotorﬂy settled,

12. The Benni Teak Forest which adjoins the leased forests of Mudumallay is
portion of this Government Wynaad Teak tract, but this has always been attached
to the Mudumallay Division, and I think it must remain so. '

13. These forests will probably always have to be worked on the Selection
Fulling System (Jardinage), the .rees being allowed to remain as now of all ages’

' from large timber to seedlings, the system still in force in many mountain forests in

Europe ; to introduce the system of felling by rotation of ares, the more advanced
Baropean system, it would be necessary to bring the trees of each compartment
to one and the same 3ge by the plan called natural regeneration ; this would be the
work of many yearsand impossible to attempt until we find that we can effectually
excludé fire. : i t % o e | ‘ :

14, A few experiments on the latter system would be interesting and instrue-
tive, and a few compartments might be selected and laid up for this. I observed
o fow small tracts of many year old Zukkal ‘where all the Teal trees were of exactly
the same age from the stool, all having been cut down in the same year for culti-
vation ; such tracts are naturally far adyanced fowards the conditions necessary to
‘introduce this pystem. il . Fiiy

"15. Wild clephants are most abundant in these forests ; they were trumpet.
ting every night round our camp, and they or their fresh tracks were seen every
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day ; they are probably increasing r’apldly, now that there are strict ord&s for

 their preservation, and unless some system of catching ther is shortly put in force,
they will soon become a great nuisance. Theyare very destructive to cultivation
~and to the forests, even in their present uncared-for state, but when systematic
forestry comes into play, 1 am afraid to think of the destruction they will comm it.
1 should like to see them all caught within*thénext:ﬁfe or six years, and this would
not be a question of much expense if both this Government and Mysore took it in
hand systematically, and the Mysore Forest Department will be equally anxious on
the subjf;ct if they intend introducing systematic foreétry into their portion of the
 belt, which T beliove they do. Wo are in'the greatest need of elephants for timbex
2 operahons in several of our forests, but I hear that ném-ly ail those lately caught
by Government on different oecasions h;xm died either almost directly after their
c*_‘Pt“"e OF soon aft?r .the,y were handed over to the Forest Depa.rtme'nt or otherwise
disposed of. If this is the case, elephant-catching must be an expensive matters;

e sion, ho.w ever, does not occur in Ceylon and Burmah, and caz only be the
result of their treatment after capture not ﬁéing Ntbton d’

et Beonny oyt B ST 0t Nollambur, has boen sppol
: Pengear this division under the new revision scheme; he will be
g::;thgc: in the forests at Chedalett, N.W. of the Battery, or near Rampore
is abzolutﬁ?ﬁfcﬁ::?ﬁ” may decide with reference to proposed operations. .
for him immediatel ‘yth ?t « sg;al_l. brick and chunam house should be erected
down hut that nb 0{1:3 :lgrespnt M«aﬁfﬂhedal‘ett A
shiitne ol a."; . be “kﬁﬁr'tg-ﬁve in. I propose a small house of two
Biiens Departme;:; }»1‘3 unam anﬁhlad similar to the small houses which the
152 Sy beﬁéve 7 ave lately been erecting in different parts of Wynaad,
- Deputy Conservator m; ;:):at abq?t,;l’ﬁm Rupees cach ; and I request that the
through the Collector ayd haquéd.w"j”.nd in a plan and an estimate for 1%
rary thatched huts. ,Si:ilt Zgodﬂwp;g s stable, &c., can for the present be tempo-
Goondry b ax 0‘1“? wﬂlhbe necessary at Rampore, Chedalett, Qﬂd
L sanctione’d some 600 ;;9 P wfm ”m?}’*‘“‘ year. The Collector has already
or 700 Rupees for'a wooden house in the Kodracote Forests

west of the ¥ T,

prese::t; lﬁiﬁ:?:ﬂ? ver, and this is in course of evection, and will do for the
’ S e terribly destructive in the Wynaad that ne

wooden honse’wﬂl last very Tong, = s e : y

gt ] | el T T

they are I befi?v?;fit;c}? nt;;gt fav.‘i’?:‘#fﬁ‘ﬂvﬁ?h‘*he Anamallays as regards health ;
feverish between the Sett-ea t y durmg ﬂle monsoon and eold weather and only
the 20th of May ; where lnghm of the '"ﬁ"?bj‘ﬁhowwa (generally late in Mareh) and
ing the cold mm;ths (D e eAumallayTe&k Forests are also very feverish dur-
ally early and caught icﬁmll)le.r ant} ;{amz” ]“F} ) This year the showers set in unusu-
that we should all prob ;1 S ﬂsgmmi’m the Teak forests, and I anticipated
- out of the five s,ervl;ntsaWhyOga?;:?ﬁgj“hg;}e fever ; and since my return W0
but the others have aPPai'ently e&f:%?&ﬁi&ix;: , - adags i sy i
| 18. These forosta shanld intpat s e :

 the department. o letle ‘?“*5‘?3?999%390 of the best training grounds for
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19. A large area of about twenty-ﬁv§3 or thirty square miles of some of the
finest growth of Teak and situated nearly in the centre of the belt belongs to the
Pulpilly Temple. This was given up to the temple by Government in their Order,
Revenue Department, No. 2,551-A, dated 5th December 1862, and it has always
been a great thorn in our side; it has quite ruined our market at times, and always
opened great facilities for smuggling ; the Teak has been cut out most recklessly,
and Mr. Poet informs me that thero is hardly any of marketable size now left. The
Trulers of the temple originally leased it out to a contractor at a very low rate,
1 believe 31 Rupees per cart load of 60 cubic feet, but I could not obtain positive
information on this poiht ; but this contraéstor is said to have made a very large
profit by again sub-letting it. As it is now nearly worked out, and there will be no
Teak available for some years, it is probable that Government could acquire the
forest at a reasonable rate either for purchase outright or on stump fee, and I
hope that the Collector of Malabar may be empowered to negotiate for it ; if not
acquired now, it will in future years bo a very great drawback to the conservancy
of this very important forest, and T think ?hat Government should bid very high
for it rather than lose it. : S

90. A small tract known as the Pambgrray Forest is also in dispute; it adjoing
tho Pulpilly Forest on the S.W., and also contains much Teak ; the Poodadi Nam-
biar who claimed it has died intestate. Government should also get possession
of this, if possible. I have asked the Collector to add a note on this subject to this
report, as I could not learn much about ﬁhé right of the question in the district.

21. I was sorry to find that some felling of Ione logs had been undertaken
in the Chedalett Forest during the dry season, and that consequently some of the
logs had been much injured by fire; thisji‘gl,(ﬁizite an innovation, as, formerly, felling
only went on during the monsoon and the logs were all got out, or safely stored
in depdts before the annual fires. B ‘

22. We have always looked to Mysore as & market for the timber from these
forests, the demand for Bangalore being very great ; 1 was sorry to find that our
Mysore Depdt had been given up, ratheai;pr:éaipit'ately I think, considering that the
Pulpilly Forests, from which very large supplies have been going annually in that
direction, are just exhausted. I have little doubt, however, that we can in time
.reate a considerable market on the coast at Cannanore, Tellicherry, Mangalore,
Calicut, &c., but we shall there have to _compete against timber brought a shorter
distance and by water carriage, Mr. Psa&;inform.ed nie that he had layed down
Teak at Tellicherry at 11 Annas the cubie foot, and that it had realized Rupees 1-8-0.
1 is not necessary, however, just at prest t to go further into the question of a
market, as for several years to come, or until wo have got the forests properly
planned out, it is not desirable to work ﬁhe%;beyond the requirements of the Public
Works Department, and then different conditions may obtain,

93, Several roads will be required eve ntually, but for the present the only one
nocessary is one that Mr. Peet has alreaf!yg traced between Ched_alett and Sultan’s
Battery, and as this will only cost Rupees 150 to 200, I have sanctioned its being
made at once. : T A ‘

o4, At Manantoddy I found Mr. Peét living with Mr. Underwood in an old
Government building which has been condemned by the Public Works Department,

and which appears quite unsafe. I do nmfkn_o‘w what he will do in the monsoon ;

L
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his office is also in a building which héa._é been econdemned as unsafe; he is most
anxious that Government should build anm a small house and charge him 8 fair
rent, and I think it most necessary that a house and office should at once be built,
and I request that Government will give this their earliest consideration, In dis-
tricts like this our young officers must be properly housed, or they ean have no
chunce of keeping their health, ‘

two rooms for the office and two similar ones for the forest instead of two of those
proposed in paragraph 163 white-ants a&q ‘even very destructive to brick buildings
in the Wynaad so that iron houses wopld'be very valuable, and probably always
' fotch their original cost, and besides.;.l.'\éy would have the advantage of being
movable which would be a great consideration in the forest.
96. The Koroth Escheat Forests have lately been handed over to this depart-
mient ; they consist of a tract of Be%'vry overgreen (shola) forests covering 8
quantity of small hills near the ghauts south of Periah and are estimated 8t 50
square miles by the Tahsildar and 30 quare miles by Mr. Pect; they will become
~ a very valuable Cardamom tract if properly attended to, and I request ganction for
obtaining the services of a man w anderstands Cardamom cultivation from
Travancore or Mysore (the same to b¢ paid from working charges). This last
year 42 maunds were collected for the department by the Kurchias and Kaders
at a cost of 450 Rupees, but owing! to a combination amongst the M()pmh
merchants, Mr. Peet could not get oﬁ‘gr;lnf mote than 25 Rupees pe; maund, so sales
have not been sffected. Cardamoms re worth about Rupees 1,000 the candy,
‘which is 50 Rupees per maund, s ITﬁirectsd Mr. Peet to try the Madras and
Bombay merchants befors effecting sales. ~ About 100 maunds of Myrabolans have
also been collected and some Sheeakay (soap bean pods or Acacia concinnit), bub
these have not yet been sold, oty ' l
: 27, -O“tgide. our Teak belt, it is '3"",1‘3' difficult to ascertain what is Govern”
g and‘what private land in the Wynfad, and trust that a survey and permanent
demarca:tmn of querr‘xpxent‘ land may mot be long delayed. 1 observed that the
‘I{O“ men:}‘:l geat#uctxpn of fG;I'GStS h&s lately been effected by Moplalis on the
‘zgze:azin 5 A‘Ofeaa‘(_’re Mountain “W ?{\}ﬂaﬂmddy. All the heavy forest of 80‘37:9
; es protecting streams of considerable size has been felled during the last
year or‘two by KQplahS, nominanyj-ifﬁ)t ‘eoffee planting but coffee is vofteu not
planted and fhe »..‘ract becomes a mah'ﬂ Gf aak- éeds ;ud impenetl‘ able thorny
- ;f&}:n:l :Zga:h:e:zieb? “a‘:i‘_’ated;_;:iﬁ fhet, a splendid forest is felled and burnt for
Tike thiG dad ot ks s‘l:)'mppiy‘ consiéel? bl} §ﬁ§ctad. The ravines of nmuni:ﬂll“a
G overnment or pri i _Wyngnd_“h 10’.111«1 be protected by legislation Wt
roment or private property. ~ - £

: ORWARDED 10 the Board of Reveriue, throu 3 Jabar, Wit
i i i 'Rule VIIL published i e, rough the Collector of Malabi :
o s TRevenue Department. i

100;;&0%311131')2 P (Signed)! -~ R. H. BEDDOME, Lieut.-Colonel;
st April 1876, ok 2 Conservator of Foresté:

25, It might be a good plan to g@at out from England a gmall iron house of

_.;'Q-) Ko, 1,662-A, of 19tk November 1872 ;

" Proceedings of the Madras Goé;emment, Revenue Department,
26th June 1876.

2

Note to the Qonservator of Forests' letter, No. 456, daled 1st April 1876, to the Revenue |
Secretary to Goyernment, submitted with reference to Rule VILL. of the New
Forest Rules, i

Rereari¥a to paragraphs 2 and 3, my letter to the Board of Hevenue, No. 76, dated 27th
March 1876, will show how the question of the disputed boundaries stands. T await the receipt of
the Revenue Survey Maps before taking further sfeps to have the matters in dispute definitely
settled, 1 propose, if necessary, to ‘meet the Depxtﬁy Commissioner of Mysore with a view to the
final settloment of the guestions in issue. £t

9. TReferring to paragraphs 4 to 14, T obgerve that Mz. Peet has been engaged for some time
in the work of ascertaining what is and what is noi Government forest, with a view to the intro.
duction of such a system as Colonel Beddome adyocates.

4. VWith reference to paragraph 15, 1 entirely approve of Colonel Beddome's proposals for
catching the elephants as soon as systematic forestry has been introduced ; butas this is not likely
to be the case for some time, immediate steps are mob required. At the same time, there is no
doubt that Government will ghortly have to consider a question which I have brought forward
before, vis., setting aside tracts of forest as refuges for these usefol animals, unless meanwhile
gome way of breeding them in confinement i di:,“"‘ 'wj§r'ed‘. .

4. Referring to paragraphs 16, 17, 24 0.5 Iam quite at one with Colonel Beddome as
4o the abgolute necessity for housing Forest Officers comfortably in such malarious tracts of country
as those under notice. When a house i8 continuously inbabited, I think a substantial wooden one
with the flooring well raised off the ground. is atout the best for Wynaad, Planters almost
universally now adopt them. They can be mudeou the coast and carted to the site, and with a
little ingenuity they can be made to’ take to ‘pieges. One more point which I have always

considered to be of vital importance to heﬂhhm?ﬁ,maad, ia the provision of good deep wells dug

in proper situations and as near as possible to the huses. Sp far as my experience goes, the men
who enjoy the best health in Wynaad are the m@l}.w!w either take great care about the water they
drink or who never touch it. st ;

5. Paragraph 19.—The acquisition by Iemotpnrchase of the Pulpilly Forests is a matter of
miuch importance for future forest operations, and 1'shall, if the Government approve, make over-
tures to that end. I question however if the Irulers will be able to sell the forest outright.

6. With reference to paragraph 20, it s&gﬁx‘s"ﬁatvthe Pambarray Forest was for a long time,
and until 1868, worked by the Forest Department. i?in 1868, cperations were suspended because of
some claim to the forests set up by the late Poodadi Nambiar. It was not apparently in conse-
quence of any reference from this office that the opé;bﬁﬂna were suspended, and Mr. Peet has beep
informed that I see mo objection to his demaroé(ﬁxg the tract and resuming operations. The
question of the Poodadi Nambiar escheat , i altogedior & separate one, and will be brought to the
notice of Government in due course and through the u‘gnﬂ channel. :

7. Referring to paragraph 26, there is, owing to extensive Ponam clearings, very little
“¢ heavy evergreen (shola) forest” helouging to Mﬁﬁrbﬁl escheat, and, if I am not mistaken, the
Cardamoras collected this last year were taken fwnmme fine forest lying above the ghauts between
Periah snd Koroth. : B 2 : .

8. Referring to paragraph 27, 1 quite:_@grsg’ with Colonel Beddome that a survey and
permanent demarcation of all Government forests in Wynaad is urgently required, and more
purticalarly in the neighbourhood of the Bonasre Mountain. Mr. Peet could probably find
occupation for a large party during the whole of ué_’xt season in demarcating the boundaries of
such tracts as have been definitely settled, 1 tf?;nnot help faneying that Colonel Beddome i
mistaken in supposing that the tracts hie alludes to on the Bonasore Mountain, as covered with
rank weeds and impenetrable thorny serub, w‘eré"jxgﬁr‘plmted with coffee, because Moplahs, of
3l people in the world, are least likely to spend their money in cutting down forest for no purpose
and Decause s a matter of fact which I have alrea  brought to the notice of the Board of Revenuo

large areas of land assessed as cofice are annualy. thrown up in Wynaad both by natives and

5
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lilgropem}s. Cpllonel‘Beddome"s lagt Propos.;zl in this Paragraph should doubtless be'eonsidered whi.le

: e new forest law is l?nder discussion ; it is one of immense imporiance in this district where

_m:‘ssteﬁ-xl Ponam cultivation ig g0 largely practised. g :
Carrour,” o

S RS 4 :
21t April 1876, (Signed)  W. LOGAN,

: : Collector.
Forwarded to the Secretar to G et fapiias e :
the Board of Revenye, y QYe’f“nment,‘ Rovenue pepartment, thrqugh

CoroNer Beddome’s Inspection Report . :
submitted for the orders of Governmert‘."_p- e on the Wynaad Forests will be
% Of the two boundary disputes with Mysore, reforred to in paragraphs 2

*6.0., dated 21st March 1876, o 393?11 (3 of the Conservator's Isttar, tho
of Malabar who, it is observed, proposes, er has been referred to the Collector*

between the Deputy _Commissioner of Mysore and himself on the subject.

desirability of improving and Tra o ot
s : Preserving them o the utmost: he t1;
d _ e i S os e thinks money
expended in this direction will be be%r!ﬁld out than on plan,tations whether on

the hill i s iyt ERke
fhe. different rights ir sthtes g Mr. Peet is actually engaged in enquiring into
Tk fom”ftﬁ“i‘h 8 view to more strict conservancy.

Colonel Bedd Mr. Peot . ‘
tome suggests that Mr. Peet may be directed to commence operations

b o, Do aline . Upw ol
By;mlgv:wffv::n?h'dlndmg into bloehso 800n as the boundary is settled, The

PR 18 Suggestion ; the details may be left to the Conservator who
ons to Mr, Peet,

the Collector approves the e S
M © Proposal, - Uslone]
of those latel . Ay s e
20 e cot of s (5 Do s s ey
before further S BEsa A attem?{:] amongst these animals should be made
- 5. The Board fully support the Cone |
© provision of substant;s: MG o DGt
substantia] houses 'aﬂd,ggad' wells for the Nis. of Forcit Ofitesn.

As there scems to be g doubt whéthsr A
bulldings are best, it would be well to 4

s Wnoden houses or substantial masonry
oot ity one of each kind, The requisite plans

ok ColhT e« :
pport Colone] me’s recommendation in regard to the

s0fid. o for the o CnEE  Fo
And office fortheDepnty Consej-vator. They have no inform-
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Proceedings of the Madras Gobé_r:wment, Revenue Depdﬂment, y i
' 2647 June 1876.

s

ation as o cost, &e., of iron houses, and éannot therefore offer any- opinion as
to their suitability, but they are convinced that the provision of good healthy
residences for Forest Officers will prove to be economical as well as humane.

8. Further enquiry seems necessary before entering on Cardamom cultivation,
but, if it is found that they can be produced profitably in the Government F orests.

8 skilled man should be procured from Travancore or Coorg.
9. The Board concur in the Collector’s remarke in paragraph 27 of Colonel
Beddome's letter. | . -
(True Copies ard Extract.)

(Signed)  C. A. GALTON,

Asting Secretary.

No. 176, OrpEr THEREON, 26th June 1876, No. 857.

Tre Government observe that the
boundary dispute referred to in para-
graph 2 of the Comservator’s letter is
under reference to the Collector of Malabar, who has reported that he awaits the

receipt of maps of the locality from the Survey Department,

2. In paragraph 3 Lieutenant-Colonel Beddome reports the existence of another
dispute on the boundary line between Wynaad and Mysore. His remarks will be
communicated to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore ; and Mr Logan will be directed
to investigate this dispute also in conjunction with the Deputy Commissioner whom
he is to meet shortly. ey

Forests, No. 14,

3. The proposals in regard to the survey and division into blocks of the
valuable Teak forests'of Wynaad are approved.

4. Paragraph 4 of the Board’s cheedmgs will be referred to the Judicial

- Department, where the cause of the mor-

Vids G.0., 17th May 1876, No. 951, Wlity smoig newly-captared elophasts 1

~ under investigation.

5. Plans and estimates for the buili ings referred to in paragraph 5 will be
called for in the Public Works Department ,}Tl_xe_y should be prepared in communica-
tion with the Collector and the Copservator. The proposal regarding iron houses will
be considered in the Public Works Departr ent, The Government admif the desir-
ability of proyiding proper houseya\c(:omm‘Od ition to their officers in Wynaad.

6. The Collector is authorised to  igotiate for the lease or purchase of the
forests attached to the Pulpilly Twpl,er.

7. The Government await further rep« t on the subject of Cardamom cultivation,
8. With reference to the points adve ted to in paragraph 27 of the Conserva-

tor’s letter, the Government observe that the survey and demarcation of all Govern.
ment forests in Wynaad should certainly be proceeded with, as soon as the suryey
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forestry comes into play, I am afraid to think of the destruction they will commit.
I should like to see them all caught within the next five or six years, and this would
+ not be a question of much expense if both this Government and Mysore took it in
~ hand systematically, and the Mysore Forest Department will be equally anxious on
- the subject if they intend introducing systematic forestry into their portion of the
belt, which T believe they do. We are in the greatest need of elephants for timber
operations in several of our forests, but I hear that nearly all those lately caught
by Government on different ogeasions have died either almost directly after their
capture or soon after they were handed over to the Forest Department or otherwise
- disposed of. If thisis the case, elephant-catching must be an expensive matter

~ sugh loss, however, does not aeenr in Ceylon and Burmah, and can only be the

~result of their treatment after capturs not being understood.
16. A Mr. Brightriter, a German at present at Nellumbur, has been appointed
a8 Forest Ranger for this division under the new revision scheme; he will be
quarfered in the forests at Chedalett, N.W. of the Battery, or nmear Rampore
as the Deputy Conservator may decide with reference to proposed operations. It
is absolutely necessary that a small brick and chunam house should be erected
for him immediately ; the present hut at Chedalett is a wrotched thatehed tumble-
down hut that no one could be asked to live in. I propose a small house of two
rooms built of brick and chunam and tiled similar to the small houses which the
Engineer’s Department have lately been erecting in different parts of Wynaad,
and which T believe have cost about 1,000 Rupees each; and I request that the
Deputy Conservator may be allowed to send in a plan and an estimate for it
through the Collector, and the godowns, stable, &c., ean for the present be tempo-
rary thatched huts. Similar houses will be necessary at Rampore, Chedalett, and
Goondry, but two of these can wait tiil next year. The Collector has already
ranctioned some 600 or 700 Rupees for a wooden house in the Kodracote Forests
west of the Cubbony River, and this is in course of erection, and will do for the
present; but the whiteants are so terribly destructive in the Wynaad that no
wooden house will last very long.
17. 'These forests contrast favorably with the Anamallays as regards health ;
they are I believe quite bealthy during the monsoon and eold weather and only
* foverish between the setting in of the first showers (generally late in March) and
the 20th of May ; whereas the Anamallay Teak Forests are also very feverish dur-
ing the cold months | December and January). This year the showers set in unusu-

ally early and caught us whilst in camp in the Teak forests, and I e.nt:icipa(:e(i\i

that we should all probably get attacks of jungle fever; and since my return two
out of the five servants who accompanied me have been laid up with severe fever,
but the others have apparently escaped altogether.

18. These forests should in time become one of the best training grounds for
the department, ; '

19. A large area of about twefity-five or thirty square miles of some of the
finest growth of Teak and situated necarly in the centre of the belt belongs to the
Pulpilly Temple. This was given up to the temple by Government in their Orc:ler,
Revenue Department, No, 2,551-A, dated 5th December 1862, and it has always
been a great thorn in our side; it has quite ruined our market at times, and always

~ opened great facilities for smuggling ; the T'eak has been cut Onii%:“t recklessly, _

-»

‘chance of keeping their health.

and Mr. Peet informs me that there is hardly any of marketable size now left, The
Irulers of the temple originally leased it out to a contractor at a very low rate,
I believe 81 Rupees per cart load of 60 cubic feet, but I could not obtain positive
information on this point; but this contractor is said to have made a very large
profit by again sub-letting it. = As it is now nearly worked out, and there will be no
Teak available for some years, it is probable that Government could acquire the
forest at a reasonable rate either for purchase outright or on stump fee, and I
hope that the Collector of Malabar may be empowered to negotiate for it ; if not
acquired now, it will in fature years be a very great drawback to the conservancy
of this very important forest, and I think that Government should bid very high
for it rather than lose it. e |
20. A small tract known as the Pambarray Forest is also in dispute ; it adjoins
the Pulpilly Forest on the S.W., and also contains much Teak ; the Poodadi Nam-
biar who claimed it has died intestate. Government should also get possession
of this, if possible. I have asked the Collector to add a note on this subject to this
report, as I could not learn much about the right of the question in the district, f
21. I was sorry to find that some felling of home logs had been undertaken
in the Chedalett Forest during the dry season, and that cousequently some of the
logs had been much injured by fire ; this is qaite an innovation, as, formerly, feiling
only went on during the monsoon and the logs were all got out, or safely stored
in depts before the annual fires, : j
22.  We have always looked to Mysore as a market for the timber from these
forests, the demand for Bangalore being very great; I was sorry to find that our
Mysore Depot had been given up, rather precipitately I think, considering that the
Pulpilly Forests, from which very large supplies liave baen going annually in that
direotion, are just exhausted, I have little doubt, however, that we can in time
ereate a considerable market on the coast at Cannanore, Tellicherry, Mangalore,
Calicut, &e., but we shall there have to compete against timber brought a shorter
distance and by water carriage. Mr. Peet informed me that he had inyed down
Teak at Tellicherry at 11 Aunas the cubic foot, and that it had realized Rupees 1-8-0.
It is not necessary, however, just at present to go further into the question of a
market, as for several years to come, or until we have got the forests properly
planned out, it is not desirable to work them beyond the requirements of the Publie
Works Department, and then different conditions may obtain. = ;
23. Several roads will be required eventually, but for the present the only one
hecessary is one that Mr. Peet has already traced between Chedalett and Sultan’s
Battery, and as this will only cost Rupees 150 to 200, I have sanctioned its being
made at once, ‘ fd gl ' j
24. At Manantoddy I found Mr. Peet living with Mr. Underwood in an old
Government building which has been condemend by the Public Works Department,
and which appears quite unsafe. I do not know what he will do in the monsoon ;
his office is also in a building which has been condemned as unsafe; he is most
anxious that Government should build him a small house and charge him a fair
rent, and I think it most necessary that a house and office should at once be built,
and I request that Government will give this their earliest consideration. In dis-
triets like this our young officers must be properly housed, or. they can have no
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25. It might be a good plan to get out from England a small iron house of
two rooms for the office and two similar ones for the forest instead of two of those
proposed in paragraph 16 ; whiteants are even very destructive to brick buildings
in the Wynaad so that iron houses would be very valuable, and probably always
fetch their original cost, and besides they would have the advantage of being
movable which would be a great consideration in the forest.

26. The Koroth Escheat Forests have lately been handed over to this depart-
ment ; they consist of a tract of heavy evergreen (shola) forests covering 2
quantity of small hills nearyghe ghauts south ofs Periah and are estimated at 50

square miles by the Tahsildar and 30 square miles by Mr. Pect; they will become

a very valuable Cardamom tract if properly attended to, and I request sanction for
obtaining the services of & man who understands Cargamom cu]tivation' from
Travancore or Mysore (the same to be paid from working charges). This last
year 42 maunds were collected for the department by the Kurchias and Kaders
at a cost of 450 Rupees, but owing to a combination amongst the Moplah
merchants, Mr. Peet could not get offers of more than 25 Rupees per maund, so sales
have not been effected. Cardamoms are worth about Rupees 1,000 the candy,
~which is 50 Rupees per maund, so I directed Mr. Peet to try the Madras and

* Bombay merchants before effecting sales. About100 maunds of Myrabolans have

also been collected and some Sheeakay (soap bean pods or Adccacia concinna), but
these have not yet been sold.

27. Outside our Teak belt, it is very difficult to ascertain what is Govern-
ment and what private land in the Wynaad, and I trust that a survey and permanent
demarcation of Government land may not be long delayed. I observed that the

i "nib',sﬁ'yainful destruction of forests has lately been effscted by Moplahs on the
- slopes of the Bonasore Mountain near Manantoddy. All the heavy forest of some

fine ravines protecting stroams of considerable size has been felled during the last

: _/V"“.Im-m' two by Moplahs, nominally for coffee planting, but coffee is often not
- planted and the tract becomes a mass of rank weeds and impenetrable thorny
- scrub that can never be eradicated; in fact, a splendid forest is felled and burnt for
SE v“;!}"thing and the water-supply considerably gffected. The ravines of mountains
- like this and of the slopes of Wynaad should be protected by legislation whether

- Government or private property.

ot e =

No. 457.

; ForwarpeD to the Board of Revenue, through the Collector of Malabar, with
reference to Rule VIII. published with G.0., No. 1,862-A, of 19th November 1875,

Revenue Department. =

QoTacAMUND, (Signed)  R. H. BEDDOME, Lieut.-Colonel.
1st April 1876, e

Note to the Qomeﬂa!or of Forests' letter, No. 456, dated 1st April 1876, lo the Revenue
Secretary to Government, submitied with reference to Rule VILL of the New

Forest Hules,

® - k b ¢ . "
- Rurmeniva to paragraphs 2 and 3, my Tetter to the Board of Revenue, No. 76, dated 27th
T March 1_373. will show Low the question of the disputed boundariesstands, I awsit the receipt of

Couservator of Forests.

SRR SRS A e M e s

the:Revenue Survey Maps before taking further steps to have the matters in dispute definitely
scttled. I propose, if necessary, to meet the Deputy Commissioner of Mysore with a view to the
final settlement of the questions in issue.
: 2. Referring to paragraphs 4 to 14, I observe that Mr. Peet has been engaged for some time
in the work of ascertaining what is and what is not Government forest, with a view to the intro-
duction of such a system as Colonel Beddome advocates. !
3. With reference to paragraph 15, I entirely approve of Colonel Beddome's proposals for
catching the elephants as soon as systematic forestry has been introduced ; but as this is not likely

to be the case for some time, immediate steps are net required. At the same time, there is no

doubt that Government will shortly have to consider a question which Ihave brought forward
before, viz., setting aside tracts of forest as refuges for these uggm'\:hnimals, unless meanwhile
some way of breeding them in confinement is discovered. e

4. Referring to paragraphs 16, 17, 24 and 25, T am quite at one with Colonel Beddome as
to the absolute necessity for housing Forest Officers comfortably in such malarious tracts of country
83 those under notice. When a house is continnously inbabited, I think a substantial wooden one
with the flooring well raised off the ground is about the best for Wynaad. Planters almost
universally now adopt them. They can be made on the coast and carted to the site, and with s
little ingenuity they can be made to take to pieces. One more point which I have always
congidered to be of vital importance to health in Wynaad, is the provision of good deep wells dug
in proper sitiations and as near as possible to the houses. So far as my experience goes, the men
who enjoy the best health in Wynaad are the men who either take great care about the water they
drink or who never touch it. otk .

5. Paragraph 19.—The acquisition by lease or purchase of the Pulpilly Forcsts is a matter of
much importance for future forest operations, and I shall, if the Government approve, make over-
tures to that end. I question however if the Irulers will be able fo sell the forest outright.

6. With reference to paragraph 20, it seems that the Pambarray Forest was for a long time, -

and until 1868, worked by the Forest Department. In 1868, operations were suspended because of
#ome claim to the forests set up by the late. Poodadi Nambiar, It was not apparently in gunge-
quence of any reference from this office that the operations were suspended, and Mr. Peet has been.
informed that I ses no-objection to his demarcating the tract and resuming operations. The

question of the Poodadi Nambiar escheat is altogether  separate one, and will be brought to the

notice of Government in due course and through the usual channel. 3
7. Referrinf to paragraph 26, there is, owing to extensive Ponam clearings, very little

** heavy evergreen (shola) forest’ helonging to the Kanoth escheat, and, if I am not mistaken, the -

Cardamoms eollected this last year were taken from some fine forest lying above the ghauts between
Periah and Koroth. ' : Sl A S R

8. Referring to paragraph 27, I quite agree with Colonel Beddome that a survey and
permanent demarcation of all Government forests in Wynaad is urgently required, and more
particularly in the neighbourhood of the Bonasore Mountain. Mr. Peet could probably find

- Occupation for a large party during the whole of next season in demarcating the 'Bfinfndgries; of
such tracts as have been definitely settled. I cannot help fancying that Colonel Beddeme is
mistaken in supposing that the tracts he alludes to on the Bonasore Mountain, as covered with

rank weeds and impenetrable thorny scrub, were never planted with coffee, because Moplahs, of
all peop.e in the world, are least likely to spend their ma_,noywin cutting down forest for no purpose,
and because as a matter of fact which I have already brought to the notice of the Board of Revenue

large areas of land assessed as coffee are annually thrown up in Wynaad both by natives and

Europeans. Colonel Beddome's last proposal in this paragraph should doubtless be considered while
the new forest law is under discussion ; it is one of immense importance in this district where
wasteful Ponam cultivation is so largely practised. : Ll 2

Hageial W

~ Casoun, . (Signed) W.LOGAN,
218t April 1876. CAPHERR = |

Collector.
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Procuepings, 19re May 1876, No. 1,811.
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MAY.
Forest No, 48.

Wynaad Forests—in Malabar District,—
Submitting for orders of Government Inspec-
tion Report of Conservator of Forests op ~ gad
rew arks of Collector thereon.
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