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?mb&bqh&%"éﬂ’m“g”ut the district for Rupees 6 at proof, or Rupees 4-3-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th June 1876.

..-—.ﬂ_,._..wﬁ

Bellary Cantonment, the excise on proof spirit nowhere exceeds Rupees 2-8-0. The

following rates are in foree :—

Duty. Proof

RS. A. P. ES. A. F.
Chingleput » 2 4 0 380° under-proof =3 3 5
‘NorthArcot. T o | O S IR do. =448
South Arcot ... ... 2 0 0 30° do. =213 8
Tanjore ... i Z 0980 do. s ome g 188
Salomy s 88 0200 do =8 2 0
Nilgitis .. . .. 212 0 80° . do. =311l
Bellary ... ... ... 212 0 30° do. =3 14 1l

Messrs. Parry and Co.’s liquor could probably be made and sold in Madras for
Rupees 5-8-0 per gallon at proof and certainly for Rupees 6, The Board wil
proceed to show that the sale of Messrs, Parry and Co.’s spirit is likely to interfere
greatly with many of the renters, and that it will specially affect the galos of
« P, arrack in the town of Madras, where
9 the duty realized is higher than ‘th.e
e ! : 3 9 import duty on foreign spirits. Ths
act has been entirely ignored by Messrs. Parry and Co.

5. Taking the Mofussil first; in Chingleput the renter may sell up f0

Rupees 4-4-0 per gallon 30 under-proof, Messrs. Parry and Co.’s liquor conld
2 nt

Calombo
Pattai inside

o B
P

30: under-proof. In North Arcot Mossrs. Corbett and Morison can sell BP‘"*
20% under-proof at Rupees 4-12-0, Assuming the increased cost of Messrs. Parry
and Co.’s brandy in that distriet to be eight Annas per gallon, a liberal allowanc®
its price would be Rupees 6-8.0 at proof, or Rupees 5-3-2 at 90¢ under-proof. 1f
1t could be put into the distriet for Rupees 8 at proof, which is possible, it gould
be s0ld at 20° under-proof for Rupees 4-12.10, In Salem the maximum selling
. price for arrack 20° ander-proof is Rupees 5 per gallon, which would admit’of
Messzs. Parry and Co/s liquor competing if it could be laid down in the district
for Rupees 6"8'0 at proof. On the Nilgiris it would probably not cost more than
Rupees 7 at proof, and might *be sold for about Rupees 5-8-0 per gallon at 20°

under-proof. . The maximum price there sanctioned is Rupees 5-4-0 for arrack at
that strength, : /

i % JtipihEihten that, apart from the fact that to grant Messt/s. Parry and
Co.’s request would be to allow them to sell country spirit,”” the monopely of

which lias been granted ta othars, the operations of the renters might be seriously

interfered with in some places. The name of brandy would, no doubt, attract 8
considerable elass of consumérs, who would otherwise take arrack at a high strongth
and price ; farther, the liquor could be sold at prices either within or 50 near those
which the renters are authorized g charge, if they can secure them, that the
concession to Messrs. Parry and Co, would amount to depriving the renters of
the possibility of realizing the maximum price for which they have stipulated.

7. In the town of Madras the Indian brandy would, no doubt, displace
Colombo arrack, the result heinga Toss of revenue to Government. Colomibo arrack

is now sold at 25 under-proof for Rupees 5+4-0 per gallon, of which Rupees 367 -

-

R RSO

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th June 1876.

represent duty. Indian brandy costing Rupees 5-8-0 at proof could be sold at
25° under-proof for Rupees 4-2-0, of which only Rupees 3 would be duty. At 10°
under-proof, the ordinary strength of brandy, it could be sold for Rupees 4-15-2,

‘of which Rupees 8-9-7 would be duty. It will thus be seen that the competition of

this liquor with Colombe arrack would
- be most formidable, whilst the latter*®
pays a higher rate of duty by more than twelve per cent. The sale of Indian
brandy will affect the consumption of puttai arrack also within the inside limits
though in a lesser degree. The minimum selling price of the latter at 30° under-
proof is Rupees 4-4-0, of which Rupees 2-14.0 represent duty; the former could be
sold at the same strength for Rupees 3-13-7, of which Rupees 2-9-7 represent duty.
By the admission of this liquor into the town, therefore, the stability of a revenue
amounting to eleven and-a-half lakhs will be endangered ; moreover its consump-
tion cannot be confined to the town, and the extent to which the revenue may be

* Colombo pays Rupees 4-8-9 at hrqof.

‘affected cannot be estimated.,

8. Adverting to the second argument advanced by Messrs. Parry and Co.,
the Board have no information as to the cost of manufacture in Europe and carriage
to India. Admitting, however, for the sake of argument, that imported spirits
can be put into the market at as cheap a rate as country-made brandy, Messrs.
Parry and Co. must be aware that the sale of the former isnot absolutely unre-

stricted, and that in the Mofussil licenses for the sale of European liquors are only

granted to shopkeepers ab places where there are European residents or to keeper-
of hotels and refreshment rooms on the railways or frequented lines of road. *

9. As regards the evasion of the local law by exportation to other ports in
British India with a view to re-importation, the Board observe that such a course,
though perhaps within the letter of the law, which is somewhat vague, is not
in accordance with its spirit, and any such infringemient of his license would
render the holder liable to its discontinuance. -

10. Asregards the third argument, the Board are not in a position to say
whether or not country-made cane-brandy would be a more wholesome article than
the cheap imported liquor, but they imagine that such is probably the case, and there
is certainly this to be said in favor of Messrs. Parry and Co.’s proposal, that the
manufacture of country brandy woald be more under State confrol, and provisions
might be made to secure the supply of a pure spirit to the public. - ‘ fi

11. The Board have already shown, however, that no change can be made

at present without infringing the existing monopolies and without seriously inter-
fering with the profits of monopolists. They pay for the monopoly of the sale

of country spirit, and, if country spirit of a superior quality can be sold within
thein limits at about the same price simply on payment of a higher rate of duty,
they will undoubtedly have fair ground for complaint. In the town the dowles
of the shopkeepers could not be enforced, and the entire system would be
disorganized. P : Al i

12. The Board regret to be obliged to report unfavorably on the present
application as they consider the substitution of a pure spirit distilled in the country

for the lower class of imported spirits a desirable measure, and are anxious fo
encourage local industries to the wimost. Having the stability of the excise
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and they are in error in their statement that, exeept in the cases of the Nilgiris and
Bellary Cantonment, the excise on proof «irit nowhere exceeds Rupees 2-8-0. The
following rates are in force :—

Daty. Proof.

Is k8. A, P. BE. A. P.

Chingleput v asn. 2 40 80° under-proof =3 35
North Arcot .. ... 210 0 20° do. L

w South Areot ... .. 2 0 0 30° do. 22138
Tajore ... ... .. 2% 0 30° do. =213 '8
Salem e apitalauy Al N ) il {1 do. s o A
CafE T R e S B o e | R | do. =314 11
B aair s oz 212 0.130° do. =3 14 I

Messrs. Parry and Co’s l:quor could probably be made and sold in Madras for
Rupees 5-8-0 per gallon at proof and certainly for Rupees 6. The Board will
proceed to show that the sale of Messrs, Parry and Co.’s spirit is likely to interfere
greatly with many of the renters, and that it will specially affect the sales of
iy arrack in the town of Madras, where

9 the duty realized is higher than the
SR ‘import duty on foreign spirits, This
fact has been entirely ignored by Messrs. Parry and Co.

5. Taking the Mofussil first; in Chingleput the renter may sell up to
Rupees 4-4-0 per gallon 30° under-proof.  Messrs. Parry and Co.’s liquor could
. probably be sold throughout the district for Rupees 6 at proof, or Rupees 4-3.2 at
30° under-proof,  In North Arcot Messrs. Corbett and Morison can sell spirit
20° under-proof at Rupees 4-12-0., Assummg the increased cost of Messrs. Parry
and Co.’s brandy in that district to be eight Annas per gallon, a liberal allowance,
its pnce wouid be Rupees 6-8-0 at pruof or Rupees 5-3-2 af 209 under-proof. If
it could be put into the district for Rupees 8 at proof, which is possible, it eould
be sold at’ 20° under-proof for Rupees 4-12-10. In Salem the maximum selling
price for. .artack 20° under-proof is Rupees 5 per gallon, which would admit of
Messrs. Parry and Co.'s liquor competing if it could be laid down in the district
for Rupees 6-8-0 at proof. On the Nilgiris it would probably not cost more than
Rnpees 7 at proof, and might be sold for about Rnpees 5-8-0 per gallon at 20°
under-proof The maxnmum price there sanctmned is Rupees 5-4-0 for arrack at
that strength

6. It is thus shown that, apart from the faet: that to grant Messrs, Parry and
Co.’s reqnent would be to allow them to sell “country spirit,”” the monopoly of

“iColombo LT, e
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which has been granted to others, the operations of the renters might be seriously

interfered with in some places. The name of brandy would, no doubt, attract a
conmderab]e class of consumers, who would otherwise take arrack at a high strength
a,nd pm:e further, the liquor could be sold at 6 prices either within or so near those

which the renters are authomsed h; charge if they can secure them, that the

cpncesswn to Mmrs. Parry and Co. would amount to depnvmg the renters of
the possxbﬁlty of reahzmg the maximum price for which they have stipulated.

7. In the town of Madras the Indian brandy would, no doubt, displace
Colombo urmc?ffmxehlt being a loss of revenue to Government. - Colombo arrack

is now told at 25’ under-proof for Rnpeea 5-4-0 per galian, of 'which Ru_pees 367
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‘represent duty. Indian brandy costing R“Pam‘ S0 8 pota = ft];dlg:
25° under-proof for Rupees 4-2-0, of which only Rupees 3 would be duty. 415 4
under-proof, the ordinary strength of brandy, it could be sold for Rupees

of which Rupees 3-9-7 would be duty. It will thus be seen that the cumpemmn of
this liquor with Colombo arrack would

be most formidable, whilst the latter®

pays a higher rate of duty by more than twelve per cent. The sale of Indian -

Jimits - A
brandy will affect the cunsumptx()n of puttai arrack also within the msx(;le 1d ‘ »
The minimum selling price of the latter at 30° under

roof is Rupws 4-4.0, of swhich Rupees 2- 14-0 represent duty; the former oo:;ti:)e :
wold At tho-wanio strgngth fm-‘gupees 3-13-7, of which Rupees 2 9-’17 repr;sex:ewn 33
By the admission of this liquor into the town, therefore, the stability of a )
amounting to ecleven and-a- balf Jukhs will be endangered ; moreover s 1:
tion eannot be confined to the mwu, and the extent to which the revenue. way

"* Colombo pays Rupees 4-8-9 at proof.
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fgverf\;ém view, however, they do not see how anything can be é;hp at present, |

‘ ) they now see their wAy to any change of system on the. expiration of ﬁ!? ‘
ptesgﬂi leases, which ‘would’allow of the unrestricted sale of country spirit paying

an Bxﬁiﬁ?@‘quiﬂlenttn tija}iix_‘:ty on imported spirit under the new contracts.
The excise duties in the Mofissil will probably be raised in the next rents, and the
laaqu;men't.,pﬁ _prices so as /hot to infringe the monopolies granted will be
‘& matter of considerable difficulty, which will increase in proportion to the
nhaucement determined upon. / s g

(A true Extmct )

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, ] S b L =3k ‘
0y copy of the Board’s Pijogeedinp'. dated 25& June 18'{5, Nq. LI68. -

e
s
P




	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015

