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No. 66. Rewd the follormng Proeeedmgs of the Board of Bevenue, dateﬂ 24th ’

May 1876, No. 1,372:—

Read the following letter from J. . MASTER, Esq., Collector of Bellary, A
to C. A GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Boa.rd of Revenue.

| : #a‘bed Rzinm&roog,».ﬂﬂth May 1876, No. 158.
1Ix the Proceedings of the Board, No. 1,098, datad the 95th nltxmo, Mr.
Davies, the Head Assistant Collector, was directed to make a tour through the.

portion of the Pennacondah Talug said to be affected by drought and report. T Y

w9 He hag now done this, and I beg to forward a copy of his 1etter, Nn. 1!)6
dated the l 1th instant, furmshmg the neceasary particulars. i3
3. As he states that actual distress does exist, and that many of the pmrax
classes have pnl 7 the means of obtaining one meal a-day, I have authorised him
to put. in hand any or all of the works mentioned in his list, and to continue them
till rain fallﬁ. - ve also -dﬂressed the District Engmeer on the subject of
putting in han ‘those works eatlmatea by Mr. Davies at Rupees 1,850, as they
are connecteﬂ‘ i mtgatzon repa;rs, the aooounts of which are kept entu'ely by
the Department of Public Works, e
Tkt will 2 dﬁwesﬂ the Boar& agam in due course.

In obedwnce to your orders conveye(l in your letter No. 526 date& 26th Apnl Tast, reemvad

by me on the 28th, T have the homor to inform you that I started out next day, and have now

completed a tour through the whole of
Taluq reported to be t
six villages (the remaining
are of very small extent),
population, by which I mean the Mad:g‘as and people whu live almost ontu'ely by eoaly, are m
great straits for the means of livelihood.

2. The story is
instead of two a-day, and tha.t one meagre. In several villages, where even one meal a-day

cannot be procured, they are eking out such small supplies of grain as they get by eating
tamarind seeds, and in two villages ¢
‘them some subsistence. Depmed of their regular occupation, owing to the badness of the
geason, they have been driven to miscellaneous and precarious pursuits to obtain sufficient
her. The cutting of firewood, the pealing of bark for tanning

food to keep body and soul toget
purpgsesy the building of bouses, the, carriage of straw from yillages where it is plentiful to those
‘where it is searce, and the harvesting of the very limited Vysakam crop have been the resources

of many ; but, owing to the plethora of laborers in thase callings, the earnmgs of each are so
reduced and confined that barely sufficient for the day are the scanty wages thercof. Some,
leaving their houses, go to distant towns and vﬂlages more favmd where they find employmenc ‘

seven are, with one exception, shrotriem villages, all but one of which

" 0 ehqﬁnyen. 3ome who haw

the southern and western portions of the Pennakondah
he won& aﬂ'ecbed 1 have personally visited twenty-nine out of the thirty-

and can confirm the report }ately made that the poorest classes of the ‘

the same almost everywhere, tbat they are umvemnj reduced to one meal i ¥

he leaves of a jungle tree (Gadarakula) are affording U

 return mm*and then with a supply of food for their families. A few, their
to coﬁea estates on thg }!s‘iéins, 1 believe, for the first time. o :
necessaries. The few, who can, 5




e

T

dras Government, Revenue Department,
9th June 1876.

3. Such in general has been the result of my inquiries. Though there is no actual starva-
. %ion, T am satisfied there is

much distress borne up against with the usual patient endurancd
of these poor people, nothing su

. TpTising toany one who has witnessed their wonderful su},mmsl”‘;
ness under bressure and privation. The Raddy of Roddam, a gentleman of Jong experience ad
almogt the largest and most infla
‘the present distress Wwas greater th

g
o4 Allthatie required to better the condition of the suffering is to give them remuneratlve
work till the rains fall. There ig work that must bs done sooner or later, such as tank repairs
and roads, and that might be undertaken at once to afford reljef without any loss to Governmen ;
{ooxeato 8 few other useful warks, such 38 sinking wells and other village improvements whic

& for such vill

R, ¥ i

5. 1 submit a list of villages T have visiteg showing the acreage of cltivation of this year
£ 4 compared with the acreage of i |

- - - md
g i be employed on, 4 further return for the remaining sixteen affec
villages will be sent in & few 4

talug, Rupees 4,000 haye been sanctioned for reliof measures, and permission given to carry OB

work till the rains set in eyen if the amount at present sanctioned should thereby be exceeded. PR
6. Tam reporting regarding the condition of cattle elsewhere, but they seem to havefor

much dificulty in getting food as the Poor people. There is little fodder and very poor pasture s

the animals. ~ Roots and leayes are commonly given them. They are watered in many

with difficulty by troughs filled from draw-wells. The tanks are, of course, all dry. y hands
7. The expenditure now recommended is Rupees 1,850 from Imperial Funds in the ha

: The | e
of the Public Works Department for irrigation repairs, and Rupees 4,320 from the reqmir
8pecial grant to Local Fands, The for

expond forthwith, and the latter I reco
7,000 the Board of Revenue have sane
the aid to be given to be of use should

s Rupees
mmend should be placed at my disposal out of “:ﬂk ey
tioned in case of emergency. I need scarcely re
be given at once.

(True Copy.) ER,
_ (Signed)  J. H. mcouector.

- Excrosvee No. 2.—Statement.
-, 2 Tho Board trust that the work put in hand will prove sufficient to relior

ential puttadar in the talug, told me ¢hat in his S
; an that of the famine year 1866 ; and, though the comparative ==
prices of grains would wilitate strongly

3 e.
llage improvements. Otherwise 'e*"?“'_" b‘.”-, .

and the
ars, the number of people in want of work, and

5 : ted to-
mer amount the District Engineer might be regues

als

“Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reoenie Dep
; Pfgwahﬂya Of the S“Z't b June 1876. |

. The ‘ |

1P d. ‘ |
any further aid is neede (Truo Copies and Extract.) g
: (Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
Acting Secretary.

i e e

ORDER THEREON, 9th June 1876, No. 758.

‘ 1 rt is
S corpED, Mr. Davies’ repo
. l ?Ii:;e The Board will keep the
Miscellaneous. complete. | il ke e
Government informed of the
roposed works and condition of this talug.
P s

(True Extract.) ,
Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
3 ( : ; S‘cr‘m to Gwmmt-

‘Toviho Board of Revenus.
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