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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernment, Revenue Department;
i ' 1st June 1876. ‘

No. 3. , Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th
May 1876, No. 1,299 :—
Read the following letter from H. S. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to
C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Vallam, 11th May 1876, No. 1,832. :

I mave the honor to forward, for the consideration of the Board, the enclosed -
three petitions of the arrack contractors, the first, seeking either that a remission
may be granted, or that duty may be levied only on the amount issued ; the second,
that they may be relieved of their contract with certain repayments of losses ;

the third, that they may simpl

bearing all losses up to date.
2. I cannot xecommend either of the two first courses, but, as the men are

andoubtedly being ruined at the rate of about Rupees 5,500 a-month, I think the
contract might be resold at the risk and loss of Government.

3. I think they are being ruined— ; '

(1.) Beca.usé they tendered too highly :

(2.) Because they mismanage their business ;

(3.) Because they are pitted against & toddy contractor who thoroughly
well knows how to extend his business, and is doing so to the detriment, not
unfairly, of the arrack sales. ! ‘

(4.) Because they make unwholesome arrack. I myself saw the copper
pots covered with verdigris, and recently warned $hem that they would be liable to
an indictment for poisoning ;

(6.) Because they have made an unnecessary outlay on plant.

4 To the drought and cholera as influencing their sales, I attach no parti-
cular importance, = 'The other points they urge were equally in existence prior to
their tender. The @istrict had a French boundary and drank more toddy than
arrack before their contract as well as since, and they should have considered this
before making their contract ; and, if such want of prudence is to suffice for the
cancelment of a contract, it i8 scarcely worth while making contracts at all.

5. It is dlso to be remembered that there were two other very fair tenders
which might have been secured if the petitioners had not ¢ome between with the
improvident contract on which they now want remission.

6. Again, if they had won on their contract as the toddy contractor has,
they would gcarcely have come forward with a proposal to remit us the difference
of their unexpected gains. , : '

: 7. While, therefore, ‘maintaining the principle that within reasonable bounds
a contraet should be mainteined equally at a loss or a proﬁf, still I do not think
that it need be pushed fo thi} extent of their utter ruin, and, if we can find a fresh
I think we might relieve petitioners of the

y be allowed to resign the contract, themselves

contractor who can manage it batter,

remainder of their contract from the date of the entry thereon after resale.of the
new contractor ; and havix » done this, I would not reimburse them a single rupee
of their logses up to the daCa of their handing over the business. Thus they wily
have suffered quite enough /to warn others against fast and loose contracting with

contract will probably bring us nearer what is a fair
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amount, though 1,t is po‘!;siblé it ;;my be less favorable to Government than the
uther two tenders formerly made, and such a fair amount cannot properly be
considered u loss to Government,

W0 4 e

1Em::'x.tmm:l@ Nos. 1 to 3.—Petitions.

e ;Eunmm for the drd&dﬂdf”éﬁvbrnniﬁent, ‘,
2 With the foregoing letter the Collector of ‘Tanjore submits petitions from
the arrack renters of the district setting forth the losses which they have sustained
undet their contract stated to have already amounted to upwards of Rupees 55,000,
- and praying to be relieved from further liabilities. In their first petition they ask
for a remission, or to be allowed to pay duty on the issues only ; in the second they
state their wish that the contract may be cancelled, provided they are reimbursed
to the extent of their losses ; and in the third they offer to resign the contract

unconditionally. ; : [

3. The statement appended to their ﬁrﬁt'petibion, which eorresponds with the
raturns submitted to the Board, shows that towards a guaranteed revenue of Rupees
1,35,000 for the first nine months of the year, only Rupees 85,811 have been
- realized by duty on the issues, and it is evident, therefore, that some relief must be
- afforded. The Board ecannot support the application for a reimbursement of the
losses incurred, but they resommend that the resignation of th
‘with effect from the 1st August next, or such later date ag it may be found neces-
. sary to fix upon, to enable the revenue authorities and new renters to complete
 their arrangements on the renters entering into a formal agreement to
the farm and make no demands upon Government.

4. The early orders of Govern
the requisite notice calling for tende
the 1st August if possible; i

relinquish

ment are solicited to enab‘[e the Board to issue
vs with a view to the ¢

‘ w8 a balance of Rupoes
» Which it js presumed they have been callsd upon to
liquidate. Wb |
(e Baimt) i
e (Bignedy (L@ GALTON,

Acting Secretary.

No. 4, Onnxn. mﬁnon, 18t June 1876, No. % 26.

, i TrE co. ; R
Separate Revenue, No, 1. l 0. tract may be cancelled in

July or Augy i, as may be most conve-
nient, - i

. The Board will consider the
alleged  har ship resulting from one

Abkari,

of thecqntfact be aceepted

L

13t June 1876.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
roceedt

vdistillery only being allowed t
their opinion with reports from

To the Board of Revenue.

“Exd. A, Grubert.

(True Extrag_t-)
(Signed)

district. The Government will be glad to receive
Othe Collectors of the districts concerned.,

D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government.
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