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us, and for four days we driftéd helplessly wi nti
; y with the current tintil we had lost all knowl of
:ﬁﬁgﬁ?ﬁf‘;} ¢ Thg!'e were forty of us on boa.rgl, twenty-three men belonging t?) tho.:l vessgl;ge and
ten days’ suppl g ﬁmmg all evonomy we required twenty gallons of water a day. We had only
e TPy Fi o b e woddrby tl}]leeiappnlling Faot that if the sates lasted two or thres
et AP Overy drop before we could possibly reach the wain land. Our
ves would thus d?end on our finding Kalpeni, for the only ‘I:r(i)nd wya could hope for must come

our tub of & vessel could not beat up sgainst it to any of the northerly

.., 1t seams fot be imagined by some that the islanders can determine their. position at sea
all things belilrlls rfumentg h‘;hat an English sailor finds indispensable, and it runy be admitted that
ment but a oorgp:s:‘.)m there is no diffiulty in passing from island to island with no instru-

When, however th ke X
chances of its reaching : ;::tt' h:ﬁ 18 unsettled, and a vessel has heen swept out of its course, the

woular island within five or six da 8 are exceedingly remote.
In the day time the islands : ¥yhe

i : : only become visible from the mast head at a distance of ten
5;132’02?&@ the night the vessel may pass within a mile of the island without being aware of

I took counsel with the Malumi in
ur

and (if 1110 command, and he advised that we should pray for a wind,
left (f our prayers were answered) steor straight for the main land while we had sufficient water

To be brief a breeze did Epring up, and we @B@ped from an awkward p/redioament.

3. Our oase is not a singular one. The same thing happened to Mr, Thomas who was three

]weeks at Sea without being able to find Minicoy. A Minicoy vessel was unable to find the island
ast year, and passed the monscon ot Cochin, and vessels belonging to the northern islands
Jrequently lose their reckonis

1g, and after ben.ting east and west for weeks have to make for the
main land and take g fresh shot at their destination. ’

4. There is still time for a brief visit to Kalpeni and Minicoy before the monsoon sets in,
but T must res eotfully protest against going 38‘“3 1 8 vt o wiierly marcithan with, eif
that a vessel cEieﬁy requires, 2 ‘

She leaks 5o that two men have o be kept constantly baling. My tin-boxes were called

into requisition at Agathi to patch her up, but she is too rotten to be made water-ti ht without

’ , : | S
being pulled to pieces. As s tem rary measure she must be fitted w1th.s!l P!md o gy
easily done, Itpis, I suppose, tooprfmch to ::})sct that she should be furn of ﬁmmgéﬁr:
boats sufficiently roomy to give those on board a chance ‘of escahp;n m & hitidal Al
reef or foundering. Tt is not, however, too much to ask i";'“ bl i b A i
a telescope, %nd 3 sextant in gocﬁd repair.d gggtﬁ?‘h;?;: ;r‘?xa.va po doubl, sanage to/find the
in practi understand it in theory, ani i to invite fad i
iels.pnd. c’;’o get Olft againlw;thout tlfe above apparatus is simply to invite fstlirg And possibly
disaster. ‘ ‘ i ;

5. IfIam to set out again for Kalpeni and Minicoy I request i T e o it
effect, for there is no time to ie lost, :

L i leasure tyiy
ha v wed to say that T do not regard the business as a p p in any
lightlﬁtmﬂifnag ‘;:&n‘f’m i dsy o few days cooped up in a natxv: cmli;:, stki;)ultfier to shoulder
with & party of sea sick dependents, with a blazin 51 sun pverlée&d,tx}llo 8 e:i of piy Moving,
= scanty supply of water, and no possibility of withdrawing tuzltlml e general gaze for 4 singla
instant, Wﬂf find that there is very little o romence in his situation. v

- BumaniTTED for the information of G;v;rernvz;ent. L ,
2. ' The Board are glad to hear of Mr. Winter otnam’s safe returm, A

rightly refused to allow gnoth'er- attempt to visit the islands of Kalpeni a.nmr g .Bl.nck
this season. Looking to the result of this trip, and the probability that the Rals toy
missioner will often require the use of a vessel, the Board think that ), ero shogly Com-
the disposal of Government a steam yacht. There are mANy purposeg for ity hbe at
a vessel would be useful bes;des t.he annual trip to the Laccadives, anq i ch such
Margaret Northeote, which is evidently not to be relied upon

respects suitable, is the only vessel available.
(True Copies and Extract.)
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No. 230. : —1 Ty Governor in Council does not y
Miscellaneous. " {hiink it likely that a steam yacht will be.

gome time to come.
will

1

i oard of Revenue.
To‘?llxz];larine Department.
" -

' t of ¢! ; :
it L0b Seee g‘;ﬂ s}a?h;s I;,:]x;;xgd dc? ‘:105 say v!»'hy they consider her unsgutab!e. ,

at the ,dispdsal of this Government for

The 'Marga,r'ef; Northeote” when n a seaworthy condition, as

the Bombay - dockyard, ought to suffice

(True Extract). .y

- (Sig €. G. MASTER,,
{S1gned) Secretary to Govem;neqt.
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