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subject. It haf, however, been suggested that an alternative powert ol “‘v‘lv'\.l'hgt ‘}13
fine imposed by the law for not stamping or under-stamping any instrument, NS ‘tiw
of prosecuting #he offender before a Magistrate, might with advantage be given e
Collector. There may (it is said) frequently be cases in which, whilst the oS5
fine is necessary for the prﬁtecﬂon of the revenue, a eriminal 1,!~(>,~:(-('TL‘U('!!1 may i
be desirable, If the Collector were allowed the option of levying the fine direct,

: oy 5 . STk, g F conrse
power of recovering it in the same way as an arrear of land-revenue W ould of b
be added. e ' .
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5. The change in the mode of valuing certain suits between landiords m:le
tenants preseribed by Section 56, c¢lause xi (¢)and f), is based on a suggestion ma
by a Member of the Board of Revenue, North-Western Provinces.
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6. The criminal penalties for certain offences (Sections 86, 87, and 89) have bee

raised from their present limit (Rupees 100) to Rupees 200 instead of Rupees 500 a8
had been proposed,

i . . 115 T 3 r
= 1. The advalorem stamp-duties in Schedule I have been sub-divided into faui;
wnstead of three, classes, by which arrangement the classification, it is thought,
rendered more simple and generally intelligible.,

8. In deferencetothe opinion of some of the local Governments consulted, notably
that of the North-Western Provinces, the proposed mumimum rates of duty (‘hu!":'efshle
on bonds and conveyances has been reduced from one rupee and eight annas to €18
annas and four annas respectively,

9. Instruments of P

: artition, which it wds proposed to charge as conveyances, have
been transterred to class 11 and made liable to the same dut y as bonds.
Customs
Administration | 1, 10, Yhe maximum rate OB the
Indemnity Bonds. : s noted in the margin has been
Seeurity mstruments noted in the margu ‘

. Gt ~ limit OTIgE

Release of morteaged bo materially reduced from the l.nzx ‘
Surrender of 1@%&5 e o nally proposed, namely, from Rupees
Ppraizement, ' O

to Rupees 5.
Award,

L% t;l. The Schedule formerly ‘proposed provided for counterparts of leases ogtl's;,s
pro ﬁs:r{‘}r??tc;lum‘i‘ate for such documents was fixed at Rupees 2-S-0. Ims;
insguménh}s. ¢ Bill o fix stone rupee, and make applicable to the counterparts ¢
2 | -
c‘Opiels ;We}n the Schadule attached to the report of the Committee appointed it 1100 ‘u )
S encie f(e tll“ﬂ.df? chargeable with stamp-duty at cight annas per sheet withot
Bew: i o;ed fowah’le of the stamp (if any) borne by the original instffiment. o
originalpd‘;ol Tevert to the plan of taking the value of the stamp borne by Dy
d“PIioate s}fliﬁ?{? 8 the standard by which the duty to be charged on the cOpY the
chanéo cont? 1: ¢ regulated 3 but a low maximum rate hus been fixed, and
. emplated by the Bill is in fayor of the tax-payer.
oy as The'dnty an b ¢
raise to eigl y_ o bille of lading
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It has it annas is fixed in the Bil] ek wartants which typo" 3
3
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at the rate now in force, namely, four e

however, been suggested that : : : r cously
be reduced to one annag,g:nd thitlt:t:h zig:ﬁy i e S g ipts

; 3 - el
7 Eunbed ai DR ar tax might be imposed on all €€
g;ah:d gwﬁfélmﬂ Companies and other public carrgiers in res}?tit of Soo‘is.mne?
ch a dntj? woula({l m\?dl? deliverable, by virtue of such receipt, to their consignees
Probably produce a material increment to the stamp-revenue:
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ity Ofma;xg?:gngcgg d&}: ?ngﬁst’ﬂl a few other deviations from the Oﬂlfl?::'
pecial ol X18tin uw;bt : e to ca
3%:;9 noh:e y eXcept perhaps g ut they are not such as
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roposed. fixed rate (Rs. 5) on instrumel®
er so high a rate can be borne by such (n'5
most part executed by Muhammadans among
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15. Turning now to sth‘édulc IV, it will bc_ «;1},»‘s\~r\'«-c.l ?‘:13’0 1t‘1s ;,-.fx'poscr; (Hfr)k
equalize (ses No., 2) the rates of|institution-fee levied in the Small ({‘mé:‘- l,,lzurt.s of the
Presidency towns and in the Mafussil Courts of that class, by reducing the rate, I
the case of the former, from 121 per cent. to 10 per cent., and raising tc}g rate now
levied in the latter Courfs, s.e., 7L per cent. to 10 per cenmt.; and (2) to ruise
(see No, 14) the rates of duty or fees now leyied on Probates, L{'II(?I:S of ,f;dmlgllst ra-
tion and Certificates for the collection of debts of deceased persons from z fo 23 per
cent. e oy

16. As regards service of processes, the Local Governments have al‘ro‘:‘vly
expressed a general concurrence in the expediency of substituting fixed rates of fees,
to be laid down in the Aect, for the present system under which the rates r.n»t‘ fees
chargeable are from time to time determined by rules framed by thfs Chief Lr.-l‘x)rts
of each province. The proposed rates are set forth in Schodlile V, Nos. 20 and 21 ;
they are in their present shape purely tentative and need careful consideration. '

17. The Government of India would be glad to have the opinion of His
Excelleney the Governor in Couneil and of a few selected subordinate officers on alf
these additional provisions. If replies to this department’s c:irr*ulfxr lettcr.of_ 3lst
October, in regard to the Bill generally, are ready or nearly ready for sul)mj.ssmn,'l
am to request that they may be forwarded at &nce, and the subject of this letter
treated separately if necessary. But in any case it is desirable to avoid any delay
in reporting on the subject of the 'Bill, the early passing of which through the
Council is deemed to be of great importance.

Orper THERRON, Sth February 1878, No. 241.

Ordered that copies of the Bill, received with the letter from the (}ovemm‘ent of
India, dated 31st October 1877, consolidating and ame.ding the law relating to
Stamps and Court Fees, and of the Statement of Ub{'ects and Reasons, be for}varded
to the High Court of Judicature, Madras, and to the Board of_ Revenue, Wlth_ t}_le
request that they will favor the Government with the least possible delay, or within
one month at most, with their own opinion and the opinion of a fev;v seloct,_ed
officers of experience on the provisions of the proposed enactm(:nt, with especial
advertence to the points noticed in paragraphs 4 to 16 of the letter from the Govern-

meunt of India, dated 16th January 1878, No. 83. _ :
9. The Bill and Statement will be immediately published in the Fort &t
George Gazeile,

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Hon'ble the Judges, High Conrt, y :

it ing letter to Chief Justice and 8 copies

IR LSS M a of the Bill and Statement.
To the Board of Revenus, with 8 copies of

Bill and Statement.
To the Revenue Department, o

\ B

Exd. T. D. Ryan.
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