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SUBJECT,

submitting to Government report -
from the Collector of Sea Customs,
Madras, with reference to a despatch
from the Secretary of State for -
India regérding the application of
the Merchandise Marizs Act to the -
practice of"stuffing" and stating -
that the Board accepts che Collect-

or’s views.
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Droceedings of the Board of Bebewme

(Sepa&ne Revenue.)

Duted 18th June 139 8.

H"iS-Ndn 2450.

Read the fcllowing letter from J.N.Atkinson Esquire.,

I.C.5, Acting Collector of Sea Customs, Madras NC.3746,Ggw==

dated 7th June 1898:-

y.ox .
" queply to Board’s endorsement No. 271, dated 28th ul- ,

timo, calling for a report on the appllcatlon by this Depart-
mengof the Merchandise Marxs Act to the practice of'stuffing'
extra hanks into bundles of short weight cotton yarn, IThave -
the honour to say that although it is impcssible, in the -

spinning of cotton yarn, to secure absolute uniformity in'MuL

counts, it is a proved iact that, yarns can. ‘be spun to withln i
f—'“..”" s S
. half a count of the required number. Thus 30 can easily be
N Swprarenrsawrs— ” ° S‘-\v.-:vaﬁ - ' 8

spun between 29} and 30% givin%an average of 30. In this -

case, the full weight of the bundles with the addition of -

L e e e e ek

the extra hanxs was less thaﬂ ) lbs dna the average count
8

') obt,a.lned was higher tha.n 50 being 52 or 63 per cent higher

~

than the marked count, while the law allows a variation of

counts
Qut ﬂT(%),aC;JJ;Oan 5 oer cent either way, i.e. inaividual A may be 5 per -

At bl cent higher or lower than the marked count,not higher only,

1w : S
—1‘fij while the average must be 30 . It was evident therefore that
2 > s

|~ 4

a count of e£ yarn slightly higher than 30 had been bundled

5 l1lbs

{

and that the shippers, knowing that the weight was less than !
per bundle, had stuffed in. a few hanks here and therp

. ’1

1

to.make a show of making up weight. i

2. Before yarn is bundled, i$ is twisted into knots ﬂ

of 10 or 20 hanks (7% kncts of 20 hanks or 150 hanks making 2
S

a 5-1b# bundle of 30 ) and these knots are weighed; and, - J

]

what the 3ezcretary to the Manchester Charber of Commerce, '~

wishes us to understand is that, if th se 71 knots are fourdk




S R — SR - o - s . T ;

Lo weigh less than & ﬁbs, extra hanks are stuffed into the bundle o i - mporters were lnformed that thpy had three Zonths in. which |
" to mdke up the Nelght honestlx mhls pract1ce which ‘the Merchan-— e 0 appeal to Lhe ﬁoard of Eevenue, Madras, 1f thpy Were dls_:;

aise: Marks 405 declares iS unlawful el —cause 1t m-kes - the number ‘;iz satisfied w1th ny: declslon..They did: hot ‘do so and anY appeal 97‘
Gf hanks An a bundle more thén ‘that recogn;7ed or permlttea oy it, "4 from them;woulu therefore now be tlmeoarred Lnaer sectlon - D
.ad not ah hOnest buga dlshonesb attempt ta make it appear that \ 188 of the Customs Act. This pxactlce of 1gn0r1ng the ‘legal- o?
weight ‘is mads - up. This o:d practise“;s Onlj resorted -0 when the ’ ,: . 1y constituted appellate authorlty here and gettlng the Shlp ; _ 7
shipper is’ aware Lhat.hls varnp are shorb in ie o r bélng Of : pers (who are notth 1mporters of the cruools and who a"e con—'.- ~ i
sllghtly nlgher'éeu;u:igﬁe}e ;s“iittle-or uo dlfference in, the i. sequently not partles to the case here) to apneal to the - 1 <

vrice of sgsand gos) are uﬁ;;;‘ﬂé;géglkgnd'lt is ?‘great hardshlp : Home autnorltles through tne Manchester Chamber of Comnmerce !

+t0 the native wedver Jho ig’ unaole Lo Weave ihe\same 1engbh of - : j on p01nts Whlch are not Wlthln 1ts %nowledge and whlch have {-i

cloth from a ounule of .'52S that he 1s from one gf 808, because - .; - T arisen here and- should be decided accordin» to Analan law,ls g

che former nelng bllghtly f1ner hdS to be w0ven oIoser. To permit one whloh not only causes great 1nconven1ence and unnecessa— |

this praotlce is ©to’ olve the retall aealer an onportu‘nltj to - : ry correspondence but eventually deprlves the lmporter Of hL i

withdraw tne ‘16o0se’ hanfs frOm the bunales and S0 zuxther.cheat the a i rlght of appeal the tlme for which, under sentlon 188 of the

uonsumer( the weaver], " who ha& enough bu contend agalnst,ln,the - . ! Customs Act, is: limlted to three montha from the aate of the

shape cf short lenbiﬁ; short wetght dndwronb counts.'The p?oper - #} “% order ctf the Colle\tor of Custows. o o ‘

course when the 7% knots are founa to be less thin 5 1bs is-to — ! &. Ihe_enclosu:es are'repurnea. EE B _ - . i

substitute heavy kncts, from tne hunar db ab hdnd in the weav1ng L) 3 r% ‘__-__; _____ _;,_;_,

rcoa of the mill, ‘for llgnt bnes,'out ‘not to add extra nanks 1nd - :J R e g 5'1 ut i'éiﬁ. ) _ .3

50 increase the numner of hanks in a bunale contrary to laa. ThlS a .'v' : '-ff ! '.. “hbmltted tg!GOvernm6n£ in replu'to. :

Cuystom souse is not the enly one 1n whlch this practlce is  con- Government, refefpgv 'ﬁi~.50.0276, datad 26th %ay 1g98. ;

demned. A blmllar case is- repurted to have oecuxred 1n Calcutta - '! 2, " The Cojlect5r E v1eWS areaccepted by the Beard. | - ?;

in Novembeyr last. aua “tha' course aaOpted.was blml ar to that fol~ | | . B o : ,' ‘ (Twhe cop{ ard’ e(t“act) i f

lowed here. T have.no doubt,that Bomo;y could say the same. l? ' .A‘ _:: . R ': o ;1- .'

g There were two reasons to prevent this wawa particular yarn i | : I ‘~i » e C%C&J\.;keLﬁ"

passing into consumption. | ] " L N Acting Secretary.

i Because the bundles contdlned more h~nxs than were permlt- (' ; / To the »ecretdry to Gevermment, Kevenue Department, fﬂ<ﬁfgv -
tea by the laws A;A}‘ " . ‘ i with enclosures in original reburnea. N

ii. Beeeuse“ﬂhe'aVefage'bbudt7of the yarn was higher than the J

count marvked on the ‘hunales. This second reasor%asZggut1oned to - 5 i@;éi {

] :7/ ﬁ
the impcrters because tﬁe first was considered sufficient to con- 'l lfﬁﬁ, i ~ %
demn the yarm. I may add that this particular yarn was hested in A A ?
consequence of information obtained by this cffice that buyers in r
)

the marxet were ccmplaining c¢f its short weight, and the fact,that ; |
the netffveight cf the bundles including the extra hanks was‘4:§§ A ; tf
short of & 1bs conclusively orcves thut the extra hinks did not - ,% 5

honestly maxe uo the weight. , ¢(
{

4. In conclusion, I beg to point out that this yarn was condemn-—-

mth Januarv last, ana ‘thats

. o1 theao 2 .
ed ana oxdared te be resnineec . 9 e
. ; P . SEUSPU R
T e - e —— ' - . o p " " ) . T e e .-
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