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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Raap—again the following papers :—

G.0., No. 204, Educational, dated 26th April 1861.

TR gi’g » » 30th September 1873.
»oo» ” » 22nd October 1873.

Sr———

READ—als0 the following papers : —

POII:gnnﬁlgtD %EX ’t.E 83‘1’ Acting Collector of Tanjore, to the Secretary to Gov-
» tiducational Department, dated 26th June 1897, No. 2953-Rev.

; h;:zttlae tl{l:;)nour to submit the following for the orders 6f Government.
. ctober, the Ilead Assistant Collector, Mr. Marjoribanks, who had been

appointed to superintend the Special Test
examinations at Negapatam, requeste
the .marginally-noted officers to assist
him for a couple of days each, quoting as
his authority, Government notification
published on page 1670 };(:foﬂflszoig%"
oder i . o George (Gazetle, dated 28th October 2949
E)c%z;ln;t\?il:}?otn}feofethe ]zlstnct Judge, the Sub-Judge and ].)istr.ict Munsif dechnc%
applicable to officers qulg.s . 1011 the ground that the notification 1n questxonhwﬂisI ::
Assistant Collector o canl1ﬂ Ogt)firttﬁ. OOnbrccelpt of a represcntation tllxi.gal.]tlictneto the
District Judgo to comply with the chqe s e g o e fhe cxamipations
were ¢ 3 Ply with the request made as a special casc as the exam
ti 0 commence on the 19th idem without prejudice to the question &s to the cor-
rg ess or otherwise of the J udge’s interpretation of the Government order, and that
oh cer courteously acceded to my request. Subscquently the District Judge reported
the matter to the ﬂlgh Court (side letter No. 1846, dated 16th N ovember 1890) and
the High Court, in ite Proceedings, Dis. No. 1101, dated 1st December. 1896, con-
curred with the view of the District J udge that ¢ the only authority who can c?ll
upon officers of Government to superintend Special Test examinations is the Commis-
sioner for such examinations,” and found fault with the District Judge for having ’
the services” of the Sub-Judge and District Munsif in response to my urgent requeen
Before going on to discuss the general question, I would point out that _._what.e ve
may be eaid of Mr. Marjoribanks’ “ call,” and bis letter politely requesting, if pos%. b
the services of the officers concerned, with enclosure, speaks for itsclt——tt}e l%e
Court is entirely in error in saying that I made any «call” at all upon either th
Sub-Judge or District Munsif. I did nothing of the sort, but made a request to :13
Judgoe as matters of favour and of extreme urgency to direct the Sub- JUd’{.;e atn'g
District Munsif to assist under the special circumstances reported. The High (.,0‘1-1r elr
equally in error in paragraph 2 of its proceedings in say ing that the C°mm{§?ffn'ct
would no doubt have addressed the District Judge if their (Sub-Judge and tlb nto
Munsif) services had been required by him. A perusal of the letter of Sccre arty L
the Commissioner to me shows that this surmise of the High Court 13 mc'ortr(;lccé of
the Secretary requested the Collector (mysclf) to obtain, if necessary, the assista
officers of other departments.

1. Assistant Commissio i

) ESeparato Revenue.ner of Salt, Abk4ri and
- Lixecutive Engineer, N

543. IS)u‘btJ utdgle, N egapatam?gapatam.
. Distriet Munsif, Ne t

3. Port Officer, Negapzﬁ?xlt)x?. -

e
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3. T do not consider it necessary to go into the questions of precedence and the
like raised by the District Judge and replied to by the Ilead Assistant Collector,
further than to say that I apprehend that probably every Revenue Divisional-officer
in the Presidency would gladly surrender the dignity, and with it the labour, of
the office of Chief Superintendent in favour of the local Judicial officer, and accept

with pleasure the minor and much less troublesome duty of ‘‘assisting” at the

examinations.
4. No doubt the District Judge and High Court are correct in saying that the

Government notification of 1873 only authorises the ¢ Commissioner” to call on
officers of every department to superintend ”’ these examinations, and I may go
furtber and say that it docs not authorise even him to call on any one to ¢ assist”
the Superintendent. Therefore taking the notification literally, I do not see how
the Commissioner himself could—as assumed by the High Court—have called on the
District Judge to lend the services of his subordjnate officers unless by way of
being joint © Superintendents” with the Head Assistant Collector who was already
appointed, and it has never been usual to have more‘than one Superintendent, and I
do not see how there could, with any advantage, be more than one. The others are

merely to assist.

5. Setting aside, however, this very technical point, I would beg orders as to
whether it is advisable to saddle the Commissioner with all the additional petty work
which the High Court would throw on him. If the services of judicial officers cannot
be lent withouta direct application from the Commissioner to the Judge, the same
procedure will have to apply to officers of the Police, Salt and Abk4ri, Educational,
Public Works and Marine Departments, as they are not the ¢“subordinates ” of the
Collcetor. The consequence would be that, the Commissioner would have to address
the district heads of these departments whenever he wished to utilize the services of
any of them or of their subordinates, and as there are over 20 districts, this would
mean an enormous amount of the merest red tape correspondence for that highly-paid
officer.  Morcover, graver inconveniences might arise, e.g., at the last moment, one ot
the selected officers, say the Executive Engineer, might find himself called away on
urgent work to repair flood damages, and it would be necessary to write or telegraph
to the Commissioner to make a requisition on some one else and for this there might
be no time as the day of examination might be at hand. It is true that these diffi-
culties have not, so far as I am aware, arisen hitherto, but that this is so has been
doubtless due to the fact that the various officers concerned have not been overcareful
to stand on their dignity. The question however having been raised, definite orders
seem necessary, and I beg to suggest that the notification of 1873 be amended in the

following manner :—
end” add ““or assist in”; after * Commissioner ” add *“or

After “ superiot 5, G
Collector or Subordinate officers deputed by him.” For ¢ Collector.” ;might be

substituted ¢ Judge” if Government considers that the duties should be discharged
by that officer, and to that course 1 would not offer the slightest objection.

6. In the above alteration, I propose to insert ¢ or officer deputed by him * after
« Collector ” (or Judge), as once the Collector has appointed the superintendent, it
should not be necessary to trouble bim (Collector) further with details as to the local

officers who might be requested to assist. ~The less the Correspon.dence in such
routine matters the better for all concerned. The local officers would in 99 cases out
of 100 have the sense to arrange details without troubling their superiors, and if any
superintendent were so foolish as to call on high officers, such as District Judges, to
assist, he would soon be brought to task. Only where, for any reason, they could not
arrange among themselves, would it be necessary to write to the "higher officers, such

as District Judge, Collector, Deputy Commissioner or the like.

7. One other point I must mention. It mig}xt be urged that jndicial officers
should be exempted from superintending or assisting. To that J  ,uld reply that
they are the very officers whose services can best be counted on ¥ sout detriment to
the public scrvice or risk of failure at the last moment. The" are always at their
head-quarters ; they can post fewer suits for days of examin- .n, and can partly hear
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