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. . 99nd November 1878, No. 2076.
f i Gingee Fort.
ik Read thé following paper :—
‘7‘ No. 118.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd November 1878, No. 2937, \
o e Read the following letters i~ _

" (8 i - From A. CRUICKSHANK, Esq., Acting Collector of South Areot, to the Acting
& Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Villupuram, 5th October 1878,
{ % / No. 407. i : '

’ 1 With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated'the ‘H)th
S ] ultinio, No. 93483 (Miscellaneous), 1 have the honor to forward, herewith, copies of two
| letters, dated the 25th August and the 3rd September 1878, respectively, from the
&1 Sub-Collector, and to state that 1 inspected the fort on the mornings of the 24th and the
0§ 25th September last. : .
) . 9. The Board, in their Proceedings of the 2nd August, No. 2139, say that the
2 | permanent establishment has probably done no work.. 1 do not know on what they

base this supposition, but I can assure them that work must have been done, for if not
it would have been simply impossible to move ahout the place. Hitherto it has been

~
Tl
Had 0

A = 1 ‘customary to do work . from the beginming of March 41l the end of OctoBer, that i8
; »j\ ) during eight months of the year. This period of the year is not, 1 think, the best that

A | might have been chosen for this reason that vegetation has the benefit of the north-

gt ¢ ng’, ¢ east monsoon and is left to grow rampant till March, when the work of clearing again

! . commences. It seems to me that a period more favorable to the keeping down of

o vegetation would be from the beginning of May or June to the end of Decembel: or
‘ i January. As to whether it would be preferable to employ gangs of eoolies from time
to time when required instead of a quasi-permanent establishment, 1 think the proposal
- might be given a trial, though I am by no means sure that it will be found bettex
than the practice now in forge. I beliove it has been mooted once before by the Head
Assistant Collector Mr. Thomson when Gingee was in his division to place the
Rupecs 200 allowed at the disposal of the Deputy Conservator of Forests to keep
down vegetation. The suggestion seems to me a very good one indeed, for ..I‘thmk
T am not wrong in saying that he, of all the European officers in the distriet, visits the
pllac.e oftenest. Moreover, he has some of his subordinates always going about the
hill as the trees thereon are under him. To accompanied me when 1 went over the
hills Krishnagiri and Rajagiri and expressed his willingness to undertake the manage-
ment of the work. I think he might be allowed to try it for a year or two under the
supervision of the Sub-Collector. ~As to the buildings on both hills, I saw nothing to
. take exception to as to the growth of trees in t,{ha walls, They have been yery fairly
kBpt dOWﬁ. ! i e : i
8. There is a temple called Venkataramanaswami Kovil at the foot of Krishna-
giri Hill, inside the rampart, quite overgrown with vegetation, and there are trees
ﬁ‘owmg out of the ramparts near the Arcot gate which should be destroyed if possible.

b I
¥

is to do this work that the Sub-Collector wants an establishment for six weeks at

- @ cost of 80 Rupees. My own opinion is that it will be found impossible to do all
that is required for this amount, I think 150 Rupees might be allowed. Of course
no more than is actually necessary will be expended. '
4. I was shown another temple called Pattabhirama Kovil inside the fort at

some distance from it and not far from the Chuckler’s hill. It has fallen into ruins,
but there are a mantapam and a termutti near it with carved stones of large size.
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1 think the ground formerly covered‘b%;the temple might be cleaned and what remuin§
looked after. There is very little to clear.

5. 1 think a little money would not be thrown away in making the access up
the hills a little more easy here and there. Till about three years ago I understand
there was a chasm not very far from the top of the Krishnagiri Hill, where the build-
ings are More NUMErous and which is the highest which rendered it impossible to get
to the top, and those who wished fo gel to the top had to get up by ladders along the
cide of a rock. This was bridged over by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, and the
Rupees 12-14-0 referred to,in my letter of the 16th July last is half of the oo,st. of this
bridge. This bridge will, t fear, soon need repair.  Again, just at the very foot of one
of the ways up the Rajagiri Hill it is exceedingly difficult to keep ones feet. Onehas
to go along a well-worn boulder for some distance which is very slippery. This
should, I think, be remedied: if supervision of work done is to be expected. At the
Arcot gate there is a stone with inseriptions which is broken, and from its present -
position ene would suppose it had been attempted to remove it. I was unableto.
ascertain when it was first observed to bam its present position. The stone as it at '
present stands is insecure and will eventually fall. This can be easily provented by
propping up the arch where itis by a stone wall. I think 100 Bupees might be, with
great advantage, allowed to do tho above work and any other work which might be
found necessary. [t ‘ / i

6. To sumup, T think that the proposal to employ gangs of coolies to remove
the vegetation from time to time when required might be given. a trial ; that 150
Rupees should be allowed to clear vegetation from the Venkataramanaswami and
Pattabhiraman Kovils and to remove trees growing out of the ramparts near the
Arcot gate ; that 100 Rupees might be, with very great advantage, allowed to make the
bridge on the Krishnagiri Hill more sceure to improve the way up the two hills here
and there, and to make other minor improvements where necessary, and that the moncy
should be expended by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, subject to the supervision
of the Sub-Collector within whose division the fort lies.
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