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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

"PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

19th November‘]878., No. 985 1.
) Irrigaﬁon. j
Read the following paper :—

No. 94. Endorsement of the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Fort St. George, 11th November 1878. ;

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th September 1878, No. 2,643.
Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 16th November 1877, No. 5,008.

Read also the following letter from H. 8. A. GOODRICH, Esq., Acting Oollector of
Vizagapatam, to the Aecting Seeretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Vizianagram, 20th August 1878, No. 1,235 :—

1 uave the honor to explain the delay of my report on the schéme for improve-
ments to the Kondakirla Ava and Kristamraz chanuel called for in the Proceedings of
the Board of 10th November 1877, No. 5,008, A

2. The proprietors of the lands watered by the Kristdmraz channel have merely
to remark that the whole of the lands which their twelve channels can reach, or could
he made to reach, are already irrigated, and leased at very high rates ; they see no
reason to suppose that they can raise their rents still higher, and I entirely agree with
them. They decline to eontribute, except on compulsion, anything.

9. The lands cultivated in the bed of the Ava are of enormous value, and the fact

* that some of them were allotted as service endowments before the pormanent settle-

ment shows that they are among the earlicst cultivated lands as far as our knowledge

~goes. I should not estimate the value of these lands myself at less than 1,200 Rupecs

per acre. The proprietors will resist all attempts to eject them, and their compensa-
tion will have to be determined by arbitration, :

4, T can only now report to the Board (on the points referred in their Proceedings,
No. 5,008, 16th November 1877)—Firstly, that terms cannot be arranged ; Governmeons
can do nething but damage to the proprietary works, and will have to pay enormously
for doing the damage. Secondly, the Professional Department has by no means completed

‘the details of the scheme. Thirdly, the lands affected, never having been surveyed, all

statements of areas are the loosest gues‘sw'.voxk. Fourthiy, no extra_ eess for second crop
has ever been levied in Vizagapatam District. The Board cousidered (Proceedings,

93ed April 1875, No. 1,019) that no such cess was leviable,

5. 1 will, when the District Engineer’s plan and appi‘oxignate estimates for the
further works needed are ready, furnish such a statement of the irrigable areas as may
be gathered from existing accounts and his surveys.
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8. In G.O., 22nd October 1877, No. 3,133, Revenue Department, paragraph 12,
four advantages are recited as likely to result from the contemplated operations. On
these I have to remark — .

(1.) The remissions have been due to neglect of the heads of channels
leading from the Saradanadi below -the Godavari Anicut, and the care
of these works is all that is needed.

(2.) 1 do not belicve that any second-erop assessment is leviable ;"the land now
pays Government 7 Rupees anacre. The Board lately cousidered better
land under better irrigation in Chicacole over-assessed at Rupees 4-12-0.

(3.) The additional assessment on dry lands convertible iuto wet is, I believe,
over-estimated. They are far from the Ava and of poor quality ; until
1 see the Engineer’s promised plan with levels I cannot confidently say
how much in excess the estimate is.

4.) The ryots who promised to give 1 Rupee an acre more than at present

(+) I Igvc nevergwen able to discover. I have very frequently stayed at
Kondakirla, have conducted the Jamabandi of the taluk, and am familiar
with the country through which the channels run.

. TUntil the Engincer has decided exactly what he means to do, and at what cost,
it is 'izmpossrilblle for mgl to predict what the loss is which Government will incur by
prosecuting the scheme. ‘ y .

. T enclose the last letter I received from Major Wood on the subject.
. 8. T believe that (the cost of buying the Ava lands being considered) it would

' tter to seek to control the river by well-designed channel heads and take
ﬁifet;ehai;e?s at or near the old sites of their prises than to store in the Ava itself.

Government will give the landlord something for the privilege of drowning these
most productive lands,

for them. . §
9. With the cheap land in Godavari near them, with Barwah over the water,

and the lightly-assessed jungly lands to the west, Vizagapatam ryots will not pay
excessive rates. The rate which the land pays now is high compared with much other

land within their reach.

L !
Excrosvre No. 1.

From Major H. W. WOOD, R.E., District Engineer, Vizagapatam, to H. Sr. A. GOODRICH,

rom Eﬁq., Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, dated Wa.ltzir, 13th July 1878, No. 844.

Wi reference to your No. 941, dated 9th July 1878, I have the honor to state that no
further changes have been introduced into the Kondakirla-Ava and Kristamraz projects.

" 3. ‘The 16th paragraph of G.0., Revenue Department, 22ud October 1877, No. 3,133,
directs that approximate estimates shall'be prepared .by the Public Works Depactment for the
further works necessary for the completion of the project.

3. These further works comprehend the excavation of a channel from the Kondakirla
Ava calingulab fo SEpply, G'o_vemmcmt, ehanpels, leaving the Sarada river near and below the
Mamidivada anicut close to the village of Somalingapalem, which is a little north of Gokavada.

4, Tt is calculated that the increased guantity of water that can be stored in the Konda-
kirla Ava by buying up the present rxghts of the A_nakapalle proprietor in its bed will guarantee
to the Government channels specified in the preceding paragraph that necessary irrigation which
the stream flowing in the Sarada river uiot quently fails to supply under present conditions.

5. I am now having a sketch prepared of the ground which the proposed supply channel
will traverse ; when the sketch is ready I will send yogr:: 0opy. preg PPy

- * 5

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  H. 8r. A. GOODRICH,
Acting Co.
S ———— -
Tue letter read abdve is the Collector’s reply to G.0., dated 22nd October 1877,
No. 3,133, in which a summary of the previous correspondence regarding the Konds-
kirla Ava scheme is given ; it is unnecessary, therefore, to recapitulate.

¢

but the ryots will get nothing, and I have some consideration
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9. The only question which has so far .be:q dsgé%et?til_l connecti({)n with the
project is it is impossible now to
Paragraph 10, G.0., dated 22nd October 1877. reflise to recognize the pxl')escriptive rights
which have come into existence as regards culcivz?ontgg the Ava bed. The Collector
: was directed to negotiate with the holde
Board's Proceedings, dated 20th Deeember of Jand, ascerta;fnent of 'the terms ::
1875, No. 3,383. which they would accede‘in the matter
of letting off the water for cultivation, and of the amount of compensation claimed
being necessary before any decision can be at:rived at as to the course to be adopted.
Tt was hoped that it might be possible to obtain a precise statement of the claims, but
the Collector’s reply on this point is somewhat indefinite. He states that the
roprietors will resist all attempts to eject them, and that the ecompensation will have
to be determined by arbitration ; but he does not state the sum claimed, nor whether
the lowering of the water level from the 15 December apart from the requirements
of the cultivation of land under the lake is insisted upon. The Collector estimates
the value of the lands in the bed of the Ava to be taken up at not less than Rupeeg
1,200 per acre ; it is presumed that this high rating relates to the proprietary lands
only ; the total cultivated areais 715 acres, of which 574 belong to the Anakapalle
estate, so that the amount payable for this portion of the lands alone would amount to
Rupees 6,88,800, and the occupiers of 141 acres of Government land have to be
compensated besides. The Board ean searcely believe that a elaim to such enormous
compensation could be substantiated, but it seems clear that the land is not likely to
be acquired for such a sum as would admit of its being profitably taken up; and
unless the rights in question can be bought up it is considered useless to attempt
any improvement of this small system of irrigation. What the cost of the works in
connection with the scheme will amount to is not yet known, as the approximate
estimates called for have not yet been prepared ; the estimate already sent in, amounting
to Rupees 27,760, relates only to the . (ristamraz channel ; the further works consist
mainly in the excavation. of a channel from the Kondakirla Ava calingulah to supple-
ment the sapply to the lands under the Saradanadi channels ; but to effect this increased
storage room is necessary, and the acquisition of the occupied land in the bed of the
lake is essential to the prosecution of the;seheme\n | » !
3. As regards the Kristamraz channel, the improvement of which was proposed
partly to increase the supply and partly to remag{ defective drainage, the point for
determination was the proportion of thye‘co.&t debitable to the proprietors concerned,

They deny that any benefit is likely to be derived by them, and in this view the

Collector ‘concurs ; accordingly they decline to contribute anything except on
eompulsion. Except as regards that portion of the estimate which relates to the pro-
vision of sufficient waterway for the drainage from the Anakapalle Ava at the point
) Tl i s - where it crosses the Kristamraz channel, for
Vide Ms. Gm," v?;““ of ath dftg;e%‘teﬁ - whichthe pm{)riet()r.‘ofthat estate is liable
gsezzm& 1375. s Troceedings, i e there is clearly no prospect of recovering’
- any portion of the outlay, as the land-

holders cannot be compelled to contribute towards the cost of works the adfantage of
which they do not recogmize. - As regards the defective drainage, Mr. Goodrich
considered that it would be a matter of difficulty to decide how much of the expense
ghould be borne by the Anakapalle proprietor ; he does not allude to the subject in his
resent letter, but as there is little or no Government land irrigated directly from the
%_ristamraz channel, and unless the bed of the Ava can be acquired for the extension
of storage room it is useless to supgle@egﬁ*@he; supply, the interests of Government'do
not appear to be in any way involved in the improvement of the channel. ~Mr. Goodrich

even hints that compensation for damage is likely to be claimed if the work ig
undertaken. | f'

_ 4. Not only is the cost of the scheme likely to prove prohibitory, but the estimate
of the returns put forward as justifying the expenditure and enumerated in paragraph
12 of the Government Order read abov®is not considered by Mr. Goodrich well
founded. il g

~




(a-) As regards saving of remissions on account of short supply, he states that
all thaicl is neaa(;ed is att%:ion to the heads of the channels branching
from the Saradanadi. The supply to lands irrigated directl ¢
Ava appears to be sufficient. e s s fhe

(5.) A second erop cess is not in his opinion leviable. No such charge appéam

Board’s Proceedings, dated 23rd April 1875, © haye ever been made in
No.1,019. - el * the district, the wet assess- -

- " me - 3 . 3
having from time immemorial conferred the righ:t‘tob;“‘utg lnl;:\.?;termag
might be available throughout the year. Mr. Melville, in his letter of
the 26th November 18762 No. 1,688, considered Mhﬂl’I s it o
assessment was fairly leviable, but without further information “g: to the
ability of the lands on which the charge would fall to bear an increased
assessment the Board cannot express a definite opinion, The existis :
which is stated to be Rupees 7 per acre, certainly seems sufficiently high.

(c.) The additional assessment on lands convertible into wet is believed by
Mr. Goodrich to have been over-estimated, but in the absence of a pla;
he cannot say to what extent. The Board have not yet been able to
obtain any definite information as to the osition and extent of the land
affected—vide remarks at.gqr,agmph 3 of their Proceedings, dated 3rd
March 1877, No. 999. A sketch a,ngl statement of areas under the
different sources of supply were accordingly called for in their last Pro-
ecedings, but the Collector states his inability to furnish them until a
plan is received from the Public Works Department. Apparently all

- statements of areas hitherto given have been mere guesswork.
d.) The promise of payment of an extra water-rate of 1 Rupee an acre for

8 fm’p improved supply is not confirmed by Inquiry; a statement of the
villages in which the land is situated was furnished by Mr. Melville with
his letter of the 30th December 1872, and there should be no difficulty
in ascertaining by whom the promise was made ; the point is immaterial
however, as it may be assumed that the ryots have receded from their
engagement, which moreover is not binding on them,

5. Mr. Goodrich has never, apparently, thought favorably of the scheme, and it
seems that the estimates of the gain to be derived and benefits to be secured by carrying
it out have been based on very imperfect information. The returns expected under
the first, second, and fourth heads noted above appear to be visionary on further investi-
gation, and those anticipated under the third head have not been satisfaciorily estab-

lished ; the extent and locality of the lands to be brought under irrigation have never

been aveurately specified, and Mr. Goodrich states that they are far from the Ava and
of poor quality. The District Engineer’s report and plans may throw somé further
light on the matter, but, so far as the information as yet furnished goes, the scheme

s mot promisizgisand better results would probably be obtained by turning attention to

the channgl heads as suggested at paragraph 8 of the Collector’s letter.

6. As regards cultivation in the bed of the Ava, the Board understand the
decision to be that the practice of draining off the water after the 15th December,
irrespective of requirements for the .purposes of ifrigation, is not to be interfered
with ; even if it is resolved uot to proseed further with the scheme, a definite settle-
ment of this question is advisable with reference to former conflicting deocisions of the
local authorities—vide Board’s Proceedings, dated 12th November 1875, No. 3,096.

(True Copies and Extract))
‘ (Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
el Y, Acting Becretary.
Reresrep for. consideration in the Public Works Department in g
G.0., 22nd October 1877, No. 3,133, Revenue Department, replms

(Signed) €. G: m »
‘ ' Acting Chief Be*n.ry
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2 Pusrnic Works Dxpmnsf, m Novexser 1878, No. 935 L

8. InG.O, 22nd October 1877, I;o. 3,133, Revenue Department, paragraph 12,
four advantages are recited as hke&y tc “esult from the contemplated opmhons. On
theeelhavetoremark- % At

~ (1.) The remissions have bem' ‘due to neglect of the heads of channels
leading from the Barad=r .1i below the Godavari Anicut, and the care
of these worksis all th s needed.
(2)Idonntbehere guﬁ ammtulemblu thalandnow , _
mm The Board lately considered better u
on in Chicacole ove at Rupees 4-12-0,
dry lands convertible into wet is, I believe,
far from the Ava and of poor quality ; until
pmmwxmoemmuy say

¢ ‘7’ 1 ,70(

£ s 1believe that (theen z the A ing considered) it would

L, : hhgm;lww ueekto(' 1trol by tghedm‘headsmm ;
oﬁthechannehatornearﬁh@ 0 theummthmtotimﬁ'the.&vam |

thing for the privilege of

the
Government will give ggt nothing, and I have some

most productive laudl, but the ry
for them.

9, With the cheap lan& ln_
and the lightly-assessed j

excessive rates. The rate

'nearthﬂm,withBarwahoverthemmr 4 3'
la the west, Vizagapatam ryots will not pay
whwi he Wpays now is hxg cmnpmd with much other

land thhxgthmrreach. 5 ‘1
' : , District Eng ‘V'wag&patam.,feﬂ.ﬂr.A eoonmcﬂ, | 3
F'“‘“'KE‘!;;’ %;,W WOOD E‘ pata wwumu, 13th July 1878, No. 844. ,
{1, dated 9th July 1878, T have man&mwmmtm R
lsAvaandete.mmm -

Dgpem ent, 22ud October 1877, No, 3,138,
the Public Works l)eyutme:x)t e

mvamnoiachannd he Kondakiily' /.
*»heﬁménﬂm th:ﬂhelovthn . ;
m;mmm :
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