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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

S0 ) Famine Relief.
, Read the following paper :— -
Al

: ; . 0 ' " No. 297.  From G. W. FAWCETT, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of i
Sh g . : : . Kurnool, to C. 8. CROLE, Esq., Acting Collector of Kurnool, dated
-« i \ , e Cumbum, 21st October 1878, No. 1,450. ' et 2 L)

I mave the honor to reply to paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 1,583, dated 20th July.

, : ; 2. The circumstances referred to are given more fully in Mr. Wilson's letter
. : , i E No. 1,073-29, dated 30th April, given in G.O., No. 1,235, of the 29th May. In
_ _ s 9 - that letter it is stated that Mr. Mayer said that *‘after his return from leave he
' . : g wrote to the Head Assistant Collector of Kurnool, throngh whom his original offer
' - & . was communicated to the Collector and Government, twice asking him to buy the
B tents either for himself or for Government, and, in the event of his declining, to
: ¥ : S ) ¢ ) return the tents to him if convenient.” I am called on to explain, first, why I did
ol not answersMr. Mayer’s * two letters;” and, secondly, why I should not be held
{ . : » : > S responsible for the amount of Mr. Mayer’s claim. I shall take the second question
: : : first, and, in answering it, answer the first also, merely premising here that to the

¥ Es | , best of my recollection I only got one letter from Mr. Mayer.

x! 3. Mr. Mayer left this, some time before 1 joined this district, on, I believe,
the 13th April. The tents were all distributed, and Mr. Farmer proposed certain
i terms to Government. I took charge on the 21st May. In the following month
' the Government Order sanctioning the hire of the tents reached this office. Now
‘] ad in g:w‘%yere 18 no mention whatever made of the time for which Mr. Mayer's N
ik « bor o Th ey careq.; 16 morery wuys, - The Govenmsent sanetion thewparchase of e
" Mr. Mayer’s ‘Bingle-pOIBSi tent for Rs. 600 and the rental of his other tents :
4 ' for Rs. 4 a day.” Itis true that Mr. Mayer and Mr. Farmer in the letters on ' i
+ K which that order was passed offered the tents ouly for the period of Mr. Mayer’s &
o B¥ leave but it must be remembered that the famine was then at its height and 3
; the pressure of work extreme. I had only just taken charge of the division and
had to go about everywhere to make myself acquainted with what was going
T on; the tents were bemg used by Mr. Addis, a temporary employed officer to
e whom Mr. Mayer had made them over; and I do not think.I could be expected to
i . remember in the midst of everything the date on which the hiring of the tents
‘ : ceased without at least a reminder of some sort. I mightin fact put it stronger, §
for I did not even know the date of the expiration of his leave, though I might
: have known it would be some time in July. If Mr. Mayer had wanted his tents
‘_ : ; a3 7 back at the éxpiration of his leave he should certainly, in my opinion, have men-
‘ : e : LR tioned the fact in his original letter to Mr. Farmer when he offered the tents for
: i : : ; ' D hire, or in any case "have written for them to this office when his leave expired.
. . o Ho did neither. In his letter written in April 1877 he merely offers the tents
- A L e and gives no directions where they were to be sent to when his leave expired, and
: : i ' oy 1 got no communication from him after that till some time in October or Novem-
A _ £ 5 9 ' ber, three or four months “ after the expiration of his leave.” -
Ko L : i3 e e o 4. Mr. Mayer says, he wrote *twice after the expiration of his leave.”
ta : : : ‘ i 28 I should be glad to know the dates of these letters, I got no letter, I am quite
- . 38 positive, before either October or November 1877. I have lost the letter, but I can
: fix the time within a month from my recollection of what was happening at the
. « time. I remember that it was at or about the time that tents had to be provided
_ By + for Mr. Stanbrough who came here in the end of October, and I also remember
: 4y ~ ' ; ' b . . that Mr. Mayer said something in the letter about going to Coonoor as he was not
; : : ; e & in good health, and, I think, asked me to send the answer there. A reference to
ra: 3 ity L IS the Fort St. George Gazette, of the 18th December 1877, shows that My, Mayer
: ' - got two months’ sick leave. This fixes the time as somewhere about the end of

23rd Novlmber 1878, F.R. No. 2,389. : 1}
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inmi {ove , positive that I got no lotter from s (ork 119, ] have now accounted for all the time zp to the 19th March of this year :
October or the begmnmf:’ ?fngg: :;nb‘(:;gh exqigi cir:;i;ty that 1 c(lgid not get another { and from, that time, or rather from the 20th February on which I received thc;
#r. Mayer before that. 1 eca y and I do not think I ' Collector's docket, the matter was, L gubmit, taken out of my hands. I answered

£ Hecti £ oetting one

£ afterwards ; but I have no recollection OL 5 g , @ _

i]ejtdtcr r;hisr{‘;‘?:Vever ia not-of much consequande. I have shown, I bhﬁk, gimt up

to éhe end of October or the beginning of November the delay was Mr. Mayer's
own fault. : . ;

5. 1 shall now speak of what happened after that. The letter received by

i 1 if or for Govern-
1 did not. ask me to buy the tents either for myse
e Mayetl'{ nlw to return the tents. OF this I am gqmte sure. Mr. Mayer

all the questions asked therein, saying that no one was using the tents, or had
used them since Mr. Stanbrough left ; but they would not be wanted any more, and
that I proposed so much compensation. If I had then been thought wrong in
keeping the tents I would surely have got back an immediate answer to gend them
- away, but 1 got no such answer, and I naturally coneluded I was to wait obardors
Tn faot that was the answer you gave me when I afterwards applied for instruc-

ment, nor did it as Siona in ds) | | i At : o inst

»

: (4.5 the soived when it woald be convenient to reburn ises e e S gy kb A e ..~ |
merely asked me 1%-%? 1?&;?33%5;2 ::;Yk?n(,wuig lto rotarn them then. The only G 10.5°F hav’e thus shom, I think, that the ﬁ@lay up'w"voatop er R aviiaher T ; ;
the berfl‘fh’ te‘;i;y th;ti::s of a.noy nse was the double-poled tent, and this was given was Mr. Mayer's own fault; that though I got a letter i either of those months ‘ =
one of the
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interests of Government in keeping them; that on the 18th December Mr. Mayer,
I knew, had gone on sick leave and could not possibly want the tents, while he had
further given me no instructions where to send them, or in fact asked me to return -
them at all;and that on the 20th February the matter was taken out of my hands
by the docket from your office. The only thing that remains is the state of the tents -
themselves, and for this it will be seen I am not responsible, for as reported in -
my letter No. 494, of the 19th March last, all the damage done to them was done ii ,
~ before I came. As to the missing bechoba it was disposed of before 1 came,; Tbl =
o

\ir. Stanbrough, & temporary pmployed offizer. who came here in the end of from Mr. Mayer he never asked me to return the tents, and that I acted for the g
to Mr. oL 3 .

e, e ime on which Mr. Stanborough got the tenb, for 1 know 1t
O'CFO'be «;w él‘cgv[:'oﬁi;;i %Icl:la.me in from camp in the Markapur :I.‘B.].\lk on the 27th.
‘imls 2 ¢ remember exactly whether Mr. Mayer’s letter camse just })efore the tent

e to Mr. Stanbrough or just after it had been given, bub in any case he
i it was the only one available ; it had been lent to Government, and

{3?::138;::2{;@ considering the wording of Mr. Mayer's letbter, I conld have refused

it frc p as here till the 20th or 2lat
it to hi taken it from him. Mr. Stanbrough was '
%:gem{;:r.orl tb‘-’ink I have thus shown that I am not responsible up 0 that date.

: o T had better speak of my omission to answer Mr. Mayer's letter.
Tn ;}:.’: ﬁr?be;)iwg it was not alf official letter, as, I submit, it ought to have been.
1f Mr. Mayer had written officially his letter would have been filed in the office
and would have been answered in due course. The letter I received ahv‘;as merely o
differing in no respect from an ordinary private letter, containing
almwd,g mentioned. - INOW this quesmon—-—whgn it th‘_l,i;d be convenient
shich I could well give a deeisive amswer, fory
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have never been able to fmd out.

: 11. Under these circumstances I submit 1 have shown sufficient caus gl i
1 ghould not be held responsible for the amount claimed for the tents. Mr. Wilson Ches
' claims something also for furniture. Mr. Mayer left some iron camp furniture
" here, 1 believe, with Mr. Addis, but that was entirely a private transac tion with
which 1 had nothing to do, for the hiring extended only to the tents. -

short note, : ; R : :
the question : 12, I may remark in reference to the missing bechoba, though the subject is <
wn the tents—was pot one to U s W i ST D, B ok B e yhle b Admn o Tanclbaha, PP P B QT i O i
: igf.lwe ek dont mg&awmﬁewx o L s T ; 10 feet square with yellow clot inside of one of the fdi'dind{f*?ftaﬁ?'gﬁbj;érn‘g‘?j;ma e
" toll when that would be. Oonsequently, though Mr. I’:_L yor Was kdoubbless entition k| with & small window at the 1_38:01?, worth about Rs. 40. Mr‘.ﬁ O '

9 {n ebuﬁ.%y to an answer to his letter; as 1 could not give & decisive answer at that % | ~ be able to say whether this is his tent or not. i
& moment, L suppose I must have put it off for a short imo thinking I would soon be

in a betler position to answer it, and finally, in the press of business, forgotten all

»
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No. 1,090.
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¢ it. 1 am sincerely sorr that 1 was guilty of the discourtesy of leaving : | | |
i}bf.uz\faver‘s letter unanswered,y bub T must say that, in my opinion, When an answor I SumurreeD to Government with reference to G.0., F.R. No. 1,583, dated 20th
is requﬁ-ed in an official matter, an 9fﬁcia.1 letter §h0\_11d be written, for it prevents 3 July 1878. | ‘ #
mistakes, while prwatc‘lettfars are liable to be mislaid. ; i ‘ | KuRNooL, (Signod) - C. 8. OROLE, ._
7. However, though I should have answered Mr, Mayer's letter, 1t ‘ ® 98th October 1878, Acting Collector. s
geen from what I have already said that my omission to doso cannot make me - i Rl ) |
responsible up 0 the 20th December. . " No.298. % Bucis mradon D8id il
5 As to the time between that and the 20th February, when é ;ecellv,recll ttg;e i ‘ , 23rd November 1878, F.R. No. 2,389.
tor's foot-note No. 303, dated 15th February, to Accountant-General's letter i v Mg Fawcer’ cilsinte
g%ne&o;og, dated the 2nd February, calling on me to suggest the amount of e A ko \ accepted. i 9"2’?‘“"*_""? " |
b ensation to be paid for the wear and tear of the tents with other information, & s
1 caﬁ only say thatg saw from the Gazette that Mr. Mayer had gone on sick leave }_ (True Extract.) o ; : <
and consequently knew ho could not possibly want tho tents then ; that Mr. Mayer I | ; - : - il _./d.: e
had not distinctly asked me to 1:1tum tgf te%tsl or told me zrhera t;e s:xelg t:henél 18 ¢ _ : ’ : Pl
; t in camp almost the whole time away irom t an AR _ : A : _ A
= X;J:‘fe;’;’ fuiywas et ol i A1 176 the Colleetor of Kurnodl Additional Secrctary to Government. ol
XV i - : . . Ld ; i . e
Tnder these circumstances I do not think I can be held liable for that time ik b ge it L S
either. ‘,‘ i L the Revenue Department ol e L
. Then, in February [ received the Collector’s foot-note already mentioned. 4 B8 ,, the Agoctntant-f(}cnoral ‘ : iy
I was then in camp in the Markapur Taluk and the tents were in Cumbum. I could o ' $he Ditector of Eovsnue Settiomont. ' . v A
not ref)ort on them till I had seen them. 1 got back to Cumbum on the 6th March. s Fd. T. D. Ryun. i !
We had to look for the rowti and the two bechobas. One of these bechobas and {3

18] ~ //. Spare Copies, ) ; 0
the rewt: were found, but the other bechoba was missing, This hunt for the tents & |
caused some anavoidable delay. I reported on the 19th of the same month.
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