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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue .
e by 28rd February 1876.
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i .'fhe procedure in respect of P.and O. and M.M. steamers, as well asoﬂm out-
- ward bound steamers and ships, will be farther considered on receipt of the ’l
reply to a separate reference which has been made to him, Sl

. From Captain J. H. TAYLOR, R.N.R., Acting Master Attendant, Madras,
- (Administrative Department), to the Secretary to Government, 4Re enue
~ Department, Fort St. George, dated 20th January 1876, No, 760.

. T mave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your official memorandum, numbered
10, and dated 25th January 1876, requesting my opinion on a modification of the
rules for the entry and clearance of coasting steamers in this Presidency, as proposed
by the Collector of Sea Customs, and in compliance With your request to offer the
 following remarks on the subject, j ‘ b
* 2 I conour with the Collector in recommending that the British India Stea
~ Navigation Company’s steamers should have the same concession allowed them ¢
~ steamers of other Companies, with a view to facilitate and regulate their def
- from the various ports on the coast, and to enable them to perform, in its inte
Mail contract between the Company and the Government of India. Bu
~ respectfully point out that there are serious objections to the operation of Rule
 proposed by the Collector of Sea Customs at Madras. | el s
- Thisrule permits a stoamer to enter a port and discharge cargo or passengers at
auy hour of the night, not excepting Sundays and Holidays. This rule, if enforced by
the Company, would be diametrically opposed to the Port Rules in force at I}Wl}' all
the ports in ,this Presidency, which fix the hours for discharging cargo not later than
6 par. In fact, at certain seasons of the year, it is positively dangerous to both life and
property fo permit the discharge of cargo or passengers after dark. Besides, the con-
tract with the Company expressly provides for the stay of these vessels at every port
of 8o many hours day-light ; and as these periods of stay have been fixed after &bd'-ﬂﬁ '
consideration of the interests of the general public, the Giovernment and the Bmuh
India Steam Navigation Company, I am of opinion that the export and import carge
put out or taken in by these vessels should be regulated in quantity by the periodeof
stay at each port, and that, if under emergency, and after special sanction has beon
obtained from the Customs and Port authorities, cargo is landed after dark, that the
discharge should not be permitted after 9 par. At Madras, this rule has been sane
in connection with the piet, and landing cargo after dark or-on Sundays i
permitted when specially sanctioned by this office. I would therefore luggeﬂ,fw
consideration, that the wording of Rule T8 above referred be altered as follows

“ Goods and passengers arriving by any consting steam-vessel may be landed unww
above rules at any hour of the day 6 Ax. to 6 r.. (and at night up to 9 .M., upon obwﬁﬁ

the special sanction of the Customs and Port authorities to work after dark) not wbepﬁu}sw -
and Holidays, subject, however, to the regulated feo being poid to the ,mrmw f-the
customs Department, in  accordance with the presoribed rules, in consideration of Ww y
entailed by working overtime or on Sundays and Holidays, &.” 155 a4 AR
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