


GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

——

28th November 1878, No. 1,928,

Read the following paper :—

No. 374. Proceedings of the Madras Gsvernment in the Public W. 5
ment, dated 14th October 1878, No. 810-I. Wokio Works Depart-

Aspstracr.—Communicating to the Di rict Engineer, Godavari, Proceedings of
the Board of Revenue relative to the levy ' water-rate on lands in Nidadavol and
Baharzalli Estates, Godavari District.

b

D

No. 375. OrpER THEREON, 28th Nevember 1878, No. 1,928,

| His Grace the Governor in Couneil

Irrigation, No. 3. ipproves the substitution of the Amdni

method of direct collection of water-

rate from the ryots, in lieu of contract W‘%}h the Zemindarnis for at least two or

three years, 8o as to obtain some reliable ﬁata on which to base a fresh contract
hereafter if such should then be deemed adfisable.

9. The temporary establishment nee'ed for the purpose has already been
ganctioned (G-O., 2nd Novomber 1878, No 1,766, Revenue Department).

3. With reference to the concluding sentence of the Board’s Proceedings,
dated 16th September 1878, No. 2,547, r gorded in the paper read above, the
Government see no reason to forego the cor ribution hitherto paid for the mainten-
ance of the works on which the supply of irrigation to the Gudicut area recog-
nized as * Mamul wet '’ is dependent.

4. Thisis a charge which in ordinary ourse under the Permanent Settlement
has to be borne by the Zemindar, and the Fovernment see no reason to forego it
when the work itself is, by the necessities of the case forced on the Irrigation
Department. (It is of course not liable ¢\ be enhanced with reference to the
additional area irrigated at an acreage rate vhich includes all charges.?

(True Extact.)

| Jigned) L. A. CAMPBELL,
Under Secretary to Government,
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To the Public Works Department.
,, the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant-General.

Exd. A. F. Goodall,
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b 4 Pusuic Works DepartyENT, 14tH Ocroper 1878, No. 810 I. e
t‘ 4. The Head Assistant Collector points out that the irrigated area as entered in
-. the irrigation registers differs as shown below from that entered in the accompanying
;, statements, on which he relies :—
; R R TR T I Rl
| Ttems. 1395, | e | Tota, | bass. | o,
| 1 A 3 4 ] 5 6
! |
.; Nidadarol Estate. " ;
’ 3 | ACRES. | ACRES. | ACRES. | ACRES. | ACRES.
il According to presentaccounts... ... .| 8807 | 9795 9428 | 8499 | 8917
2 According to irrigation registers | 8205 | 8916 ; 9,158 | 8,518 7
i Difference ... | + 692 | + 879 | + 775 | = 14| ...
4 ‘ Baharaalii Estate, *
According to present accounts .. ... .| 27,665 | 81,000 | 33919 | 33,836 | 84,545
According to irrigation registers ... .| 27,017 | 31,137 | 39,763 | 40,027 |
% Difference ... | — 252 | — 137 |— 5,844 |— 6,191 !
i ! e
F 5 >4 . IR . .
if 5. The Head Assistant Collector thinks that the irrigation registers should be

wholly discarded %as untristworthy, but I do not feel inclined to agree with him. I
think one set of accounts is as reliable as the other, for they both came from the
same source, ¢.¢., the Curnams. These Curnams are, as a rule, entirely careless and
indifferent, and still they are the only source from which we must obtain information.
Their accounts differ, as they were apparently written at their pleasure, but we cannot
but go by them. They think it their interest to under-rate the area irrigated, because
they are the dependants of the Zemindarnis, at whose dis they are entirely
b placed. Bo it is not to be expected that their accounts would be intended to injure
o3 | the Zemindarnis, and therefore I adopted them. The foregoing abstract will s{mw
that the differences to which Mr. Tate refers are after all small in the Nidadavol
Estate, as there is only a difference of a few hundred acres in aveas seattered over a
number of vﬂhges _In the Baharzalli Estate, however, the differences are striking in
- Faslis 1285 and 1286, because the irrigation registers show a much larger area as
 irrigated than the present accounts, which are in the Zemindarnis’ favor for this estate
and are relied on by Mr. Tate. I accordingly base my proposals on them.

6. Mr, Tate has shown sufficiently that there is an annual loss of Rupees 33,000

to Government by the contract system, and he recommends that i’ a contract cannot be

- avoided the amount of contract be fixed at Rupees 80,000. He calculates also on
~second crop cultivation, which does not appear in the accounts.

7. T am not in favor of any further composition. The system entails loss of
revenue to Government. We cannot get correct registers of land irrigated, as we do
‘not under that system employ any special establishment to measure the lands. The
irrigation is steadily increasinga:snd thers is no reason whatever why the Government

 should forego their vightful dues of tax on water which they have secured at an
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“do no harm to‘ﬁe Zemindarnis in any case. I therefore s

, el If, however, the Board should decide on a renewal of the contract, Mr.. Tate

ses to fix it at Rupees 80,000 as Government would get Rupees 82,000 and odd

charge each field. I would make an allowance of 10 per cent. for the collee-

: s 8,200, and then fix the amouat of contract at Rupees 74,000 a

res. If, however, as before we add Rupees 7,000 for the repair of
we should raise the water-rate to Rupees 81,000, .

v
+

~ enormous expense. Mr. Tate’s calculation of the profits to the Zemindarnis on second
‘erop cultivation is not well founded, Tie Amani system of collecting water-tax can

; : : that water-tax be
collected by ourselves direct from ryots at least for the present. Should we find it
necessary by experience that the contrast system be renewed, it may be taken into -

PusLic Works DeparTyENT, 1478 Ocroser 1878, No. 810 I, b}

9. I regret the delay which has occurred in submitting this report. This is
owing to the delay on the part of Curnams in furnishing the required information.
The Tahsildar of Tanuku Taluk also, who died lately, has been very dilatory in paying
attention to this important matter.

10. I must mention that it would, I think, be well to spend something in the
collection of the water-tax. We can either pay the Zemindari Curnams a percentage
on the collections, or we can keep a small establishment for the purpose, say one
man of the standing of Revenue Inspector, one Gumastah under him, and two Peons.

11. Something of this kind should be done in the other Zemindaries, but I
make no proposal yet : awaiting the opinion of the Board in this instance,

COCANADA, (Signed)  'W. 8. FOSTER,
25th June 1878. Collector.

—

Excrosvres Nos. 1 fo 4.—Statements.

Telegram from STREE RAJAH PAUPUMMA .ROW . and STREE RAJAH
5 CHINNUMMA ROW BAHADER, Zemindarnis of Nidadavol Estate,
Godavari District, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

13th July 1878.

Two senders. The term of contract we made for five years for water-cess on
our estate was over up to last fasli, and a fresh settlement must be made from current
fasli. Iearing the Collector sent you a report, whose contents are unknown, we regret
he has not taken our opinion. Your Board can judge his report, without doing so
is detrimental to us. Pray your Board v_nll be pleased to grant us a copy of Co!leo_
tor’s report to take into your consideration such explanation as we may submit to
send higher authorities a favorable and liberal rqcommendat:mn_ and to support us.
Address of senders, Zemindar of Nidadavol Estate in Gadavari District.

e

In Fasli 1283 the water-rate payable by the Zemindarnis of Nidadavol and

; e L ns of the anicut works of all lands in those estates
Baharzalli for the irrigation by mea in excess of a certain fixed* area entitled

* 25,881 acres. toirrigation free of charge was compounded
for a sum of Rupees 40,000 per annum. The composition was for five years, and that
term having expired on the 30th June 1878, it has become necessary to determine
what arrangements should be made for the future. The Chief Engineer for I.rn'gatiou
in the memorandum recorded in G.O., dated 1st March 1878, No. 173 1, pointed out
that the agreement made with the Zemindarnis was defective in several respects, and
the Government considered it desirable that the Chief Englpeer .should be informed
of the terms proposed for the future before final settlement is arrived at, and that he
should confer with the Board on the subject of the information to be made available
in connection with the regulation of the snpply. _The for6501pg letter containg
the views of the Collector and of his Head Assistant, in whose division the estates ape
situated as to modification of the terms of the contract which has just expired, The
Board will proceed to consider them, and will then forward a €opy of the papers to the
Chief Engineer for Irrigation who will thus be in a position to say whether a personal
conference is necessary, and, if so, to indicate the points requiring discussion,

2. The cultivation of Fasli 1277 was taken as the basis of the composition
effected in Fasli 1283 and the sum fixed was arrived at as follows :—
Amount of
water-rate,
ACRES,
Avea irrigated in Fasli 1277, first crop ... ... 36,770
Deduct mamul wet entitled to irrigation free of
charge ved 4o 25,881
10,889 x 4 = 43,556
Deduct 10 per cent. for cost of collection 4,855.
39,201
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8 Pustic Works Deparrymyt, 14 Ocroper 1878, No. 810 L "'~

* 5. On the basis indicated above the ealeulation will be as follows :—
e L AREA. RS,
Average area irrigated minus Gudict i Ui ikes - R A0

Deduct 10 per cent. for cost of nclledion ... .. .. .. 7,238
Deduct 11°5 per cent. for depreciating circumstances S e A

Add saving on acoount of repairs ... .. .. .. .. 7,000

Net .. 64,573

The Board would offer to compound with the Zemindarnis for a further term of
five years on payment of the annual sum of Rupees 64,500 plus the water-rate on the
average extent of second crop cultivation. This presupposes however that a sufficient
supply of water to provide for all ordi requirements during the whole period 13
likely to be available ; if this is not the case a maximum limit must be fixed and some
modification of the terms may be ne .. This is a point however which can onl
be determined in the Irrigation Department. It is not noticed by the Collector, an
he does not state what action has been taken or what requives to be done with vefer-

c;::ce to the subjects of the discussion atithe conference held at the beginning of the
ar. ‘

6. With these remarks the Board resolve to forward the papers to the Ch;:f
Engineer for Irrigation for early considerstion as the term of the contract has expired
the o_rderg of Government must be obtained before fresh negotiation with the Zemin-
darnis can be entered upon. They will be informed with reference to their telegra™

~ that the Board are unable to comply with their request that they may be furnishe

with a copy of the Collector’s report, and that as soon as a decision has been arrived

at regarding the terms on which composition will be allowed an offer will be com”
- municated to them in due course.

. 7. Asregards the advisability of sanctioning some expenditure for the collec:
tion of the water-rate adverted to at tte close of the Collector’s letter, he sho

+ submit more definite proposals in a separate communication.

“has (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  C. A. GALTOX,

Acting Secretary-

: "Kn', 79‘5“ Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th September 1878,

D o Ne 2,547.
Beudagam Board’s I’roqeedings!’dated 14th August 1878, No. 2,281,

‘ Read gl»a“bﬁm;follbwing\letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief

- Engineer for Irrigation, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenu€
- dated Fort St. George, 23rd Aigust 1878, No. 150-M :—

T mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings, No. 2,281, of

it S f tho Board of Révemte on the subject of the °h"ﬂ’f:°1qt94:§a?5d:n13
- e ‘Wwater su eq 1 1

dhornsthl Snsates, PP m the Godavari Delta‘Oanals to

2. The Board propose a composition of Rupees 64,500 for a term of five years
ning with the fasli which hup?mt commencl;:s and this composition is e Oé’,

jmgto the Adungal accounts, for faslis 12

875-76 to 1877-78). at
3. The papers printed in the Board’s Proceedings indicate that very 8T¢
ertainty exists as to the actual area of wet enlﬁvaﬁg; in the estates during the
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Pustic Works Departyent, 141 Ocroser 1878, No. 810 L. 9

period on which it is proposed that the composition for this further term should be
based, viz.:— ¥

1285. 1286, 1287.
ACRES. ACHES. ACRES.

Trrigation registers 48,916 48540 Not given.

Adungal accounts . 43,958 42,568 48694
The source whence these figures have been obtained is stated to be in both cases the
Curnams of the estates, and Government have at present confessedly no independent
means of checking the figures. Prima facie evidepce is against the correctness of the
figures given in the Adungal accounts, beqause it is clear frgm the irrigation returns
of the Delta generally that a yery great stimulus has been given to irrigation by the
high prices which have prevailed since 1875-76 (fasli 1284). It is therefore almost

i bk it ot it}llcredible that in faslis 1286 and 1287
‘o also the figures in the abstract printed a ¢ area irrigated in these es
Se;age 3 of th%mProceedings. In tife Tanuku ga tates should

: e have been less than in fasli 1285, and
ta};ﬁ: ;11;;1 ex;cf;zwgazf 1;2’:83;‘;“:5 ‘;";c‘éﬁ‘.‘f very improbable that the increase of area
thimavuI;‘a,m i’t was 25 per cent. in fasli 1285 over !284 should have
5o been only 3,005 against an increase of

4.308 acres in fasli 1284 over 1283, when there was no such incentiw: to production.
Under these circumstances it would, I think, be likely to prove prejudicial to the
public interests to base a composition on figutes which are certainly not trustworthy,
for the result would probably be abandomment of a considerable amount of revenue
which is fairly claimable from the Zemindaries. : '

4. The first thing necessary appears to be more accurate information as to the
total area available for irrigation and commanded by the canals in these estates, and
as to the areas actually irrigated. It is not for me to say how this knowledge is to
be acquired, but it is, 1 think, essential to obtain it as a preliminary to any arrange-

iti : for irrigation. The District =
£ the nature of a composition or lump sum charge D |
g::sue.dﬁcem are in favor of the levy of water-rate on the area actually irrigated

instead of the renewal of a composition, and the former, or Amani system, should,

I think, be adopted if only as a means of arriving at least approximately at a know- |
)

i i ined a compesition may
the facts. When such information has been gaine ong posi ‘
:)er%%:bg; beeconveniently arranged with advantage both to the Zemindaries and the

Government. ,
ly how erroneous were the
A facts of the last five years show very clearly
data in v'f:xli:hafhe last composition was made, and how great has been the loss to
Government, therefrom resulting. The necessity for better data is consequently

“fully established. Mr. Tate in_paragraph 7 of his letter mentions that 700 acres in

ull s in Bhimavaram are still uncultivated, ‘ though fit for
T:‘ﬁ:k‘:w?gng ’?ﬁ@m u::ier tl?: canals 3 but without a knowledge of the areas
e the past it cannot bo even guessed what area in addition to that, ucres
4%36 taken by the Board as the basis of their caleulations might be irrigated in
the next term of years. 1t might be 4,354 acres only, or it might be nearly 10,000
wes'G. Again the Board’s aaloulaﬁz‘mé are based not only upon the unchecked figures

of the Adungal accounts produced apparently at a time when it was known that a new

ement had to be entered into, but the progressive extension of irrigation during
the past five years as manifested even in the Adungal accounts has not been taken as
a guide to the probable extent of irri.gatz'on'm the next five years, .I'erl}aps. had f'h.e
figures of the irrigation registers which indicate the effect of high prices in the famine
years been adopted as the basis of the caleulations, it might have been reasonable to
assume that this incentive removed the greatest area recorded for these years would
probably not be exceeded in the immediate future. But the figures taken for the
caleulation show no unusual increase due to high prices, and it is thought, therefore,
that a normal increase should have been anticipated in the future and the effect of
this entered in the calculations. Now from 1283 to 1287 the increase according to
the Adungal was acres 7,049 on acres 36,645, or 19-23 per cent., and the ayerage of
1285 to 1287 being 43,406 would, if corrected for this increment, become 51,752
acres at the end of the next five years, and the average for this period would be
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