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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. ‘\

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

27th November 1878, No. 1,924.

Read the following paper :(— *«

No. 366. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st November 1878,
No. 2,920.

Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th Septemb er 1878, No. 2,45%
Read also the following letters :—

From H. W. ELISS, Iésq., Commissioner of Salt Revenue,to C. A. GALTON, Esq,,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Mangalore, 30th September
1878, No. 17-1,349.

RererrING to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,459, dated the 4th September

: , 1878, 1 have the honor to encloge for their

To Collector, No. 1,274, dated 16th Sept. 1878.  information copies of the letters margi-

From Collr., No. 1,600, dated 19th Sept. 1878. nally noted which have Passed between
the Collector of Malabar and myself,

2. Mr. Logan appears to agree with me that the fish-eurers may be left to
supply themselves with salt upon receipt of a drawback of Rupees 2-4-0 per maund
(i.c., - full duty less 4 Annas per maund to meet .expenses of establishment). I
request therefore that the Bomd W.111 allow the experiment to be tried in this shape.
It will obviously be convenient, with reference to the future disposal of the Govern-
ment stocks of salt in tho Malabar District, that the supply of e salt iteals sHoR1a
be left to the persons interested, the assistance afforded them by .Government being
confined to a remission of the duty. Under cither system there 18, of course, a certain
danger to the revenue from the claqdestine removal of the salt from the yard for
other uses than fish-curing. But this danger is quite as great whether Government
supply the salt at a fixed price, or whether they allow the fish-curers to supply
themselves and give them a drawback, In the lafter case the drawback may as well
be paid on the receipt of the salt as Mr. Logan proposes ; and salt should, T think,
be received only on fixed days of the week, when the attendance of the Salt Deputy
Collector or of gome other responsxb.le officer ean be arranged for to see to the accuracy
of the in-weighment. In any case it will be necessary to insist on the guaranty that
2,000 maunds will be taken ; a_nd to meet this guaranty in a shape convenient to the
fish-curers the simplest plan will, T think, be to stop the whole duty until the sum of
Rupees 500 is in hand, and then to allow full drawback until nine times that amount
(Rupees 4,500) is paid. If; subsgaquently, more s_alt than 2,000 maunds 18 used,
Rupees 2-4-0 will have to be paid by the 8alt Deputy Collector on each maund
brought within the enclosure, Sunctan for_ this expenditure is requested as also for
that specified in Mr. Logan’s lot'tpr printed in the Board’s Proccedings above referred
to. I shall, however, request him to reconsider his Proposal that the establishment
shall be maintained all the year round. It seems to me that it may not be required for
more than eight or nine months,

Enxcrosvrze No. 1.

H. W. BLISS, Esq., Commissioner of SaltgRevenue, to W. ¥ f
From Malah a;, dated Madras, 16th September 1 878, No. ?%%F » Bsq., Collector of

Rererrane to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,459, dated 4¢h Septe 7
honor to request that you will be so good as to favor me with your f,piﬁ};gr ;;3 1:80, leﬁzzﬁeth%
might not be possible to work the Froposed fish-ouring yard at Calicut on the gystem of :1:
supply of salt by contractors and of the refund to them of duty on the salt used for fish-curin e
which is deseribed in the papers printed with G.0., dated 28th June 1878, No. 984 Reven&
Department, circulated with the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,001, dated 20th J uly 1878, T‘llxu
: [




2 Revexve Deearrmext, 27tn Novemeer 1878, No. 1,924,

contractors might be bound to charge the fish-curers no more than (say) 14 Annas or & Rupee per
maund, and out of their profits to pay the establishment to be maintained (and be appointed by
Government) for (say) eight months in the year. This would, of course, not be quite 80 gt?od
a thing for the fish-curers as if Government paid all charges and defrayed their cost by charging
12 Annas a maund for the salt; but 1 incline to think that it would 1_)q a much better thing for
‘the country generally, from the food-supply point of view, if enterprising contractors counld be
secured to supply salt on euch terms, because they would be far more likely to ush the business
and extend ﬁsg-curing than eny subordinate servants of Government would be if the manage-
ment of the business were leff in their hands. It is also, T think, & great desideratnm in all
such cases to get people to help themselves and not always be dependent on Government. [If
the business could be worked on these terms for a year or two, the contract ht then be given
to whomsoever would engage to supply the fish-curers with salt most cheaply. ey would thus
in @ short time, without any dependence on Government, be put in the most favorable state
which the eondition of the salt trade would allow of, and have a reasonable certainty of a
continued supply of salt on the same terms. Another way would be to allow two or three salt
traders to sell within the enclosure, fixing a maximum, but 80 minimum, for their rates of sale,
and allowing each as much drawback as he could .earn by the sale of salt, less a percentage to go
towards the pay of the establishment and other expenses.

(True Copy.)
(Signed)  H. W. BLISS,
Commissiener of Salt Revenus.

Excrosvre No. 2.

From W. LOGAN, Esq, Collector of Malabar, to H. W. BLISS, Esq., Commissioner of Salt

Revenue, dated Calicut, 19th September 1878, No. 1,500.
Ix reply to your letter of the 16th instant, No. 1,274, T have the honor to state that the best

Ehn will be to allow the fish salters (for the men are not simply fishermen) to supply the salt -

ves, refund of duty* less 4 A:mh:s&?rmﬁguvnd begxg made as a00n a8 the salt is brought

into the vaed, The averiion cwst ha watchod ).y r Goveremant o sl 45 provent ‘tho salt

b% qgﬁgitjﬁfefw’%o than in salting ﬁﬂu.. A&er wa have gained some experi piz:fthg q&g}y

of salt required to cure a cerfain quantity of fish, perhaps we may be agle to arrangs that for

a oertain quantity of cured fish produced 50 much duty should be refunded ; b
arrangement would be impracticable.

(True Copy.) 5

(Signed) ~ H. W. BLISS,
Commissioner of Salt Revenue.

R e —

From H. W. BLISS, Esq., Commissioner of §

Acting Secretary to the Board of Tt
1878, No, 30-1,349 :— ; venue,

I mave been in ecmmunication with the Collector of South Canara upon the sub-

ject of establishing a fish-curing yard at Mangalore, and have now the honor, with his
concurrence, to submit proposals upon the subject,

2. The fishermen and dealers in salt-fish here are very unenterprising and meet
all proposals and questions with the reply that there is a mrgdy sslo: Tor rcen fish, 504
that not enough is left for salting, and 80 on. It is well known, however, that a
e Wie iacaiol With salt-earth, and Mr. Comyn and Iare of
opinion that as the'law 18 more strictly enforced and salt-earth therefore becomes
dangerous fo use, the people should at least he afforded an opportunity for the use of
S Dt Fortun@tel’y 8 fish-curing yard can be tried here at very little
expense, as an open space within the emelosure of the Balt Cotaurs here can be used for
the purposeand ean be watched hy the same guard that guards the gollahs,
& clofe;d og;eigr:%o;% tﬁeiﬁfr‘e’ to evect f&g open shed for the work of curing and
*/,/ B 0l0S 1C the fish in process of hai H . bt
- The cost of these will not exceed Rupess loo.mg cured ¢an be kept during the night
4. The only establishment required will be a el 5 for aight
months to help in weig hment, &e., and to keep the o :;’elg;il: on Rupees & for eig

dated Mangalore, 1st October

A%

ut at present the .

alt Revenue, to C. A. GALTON , Esq.,

be' one day and hour in each week being fixed for the

Revenve Departyext, 27t Novewser 1878, No. 1,924. Y ‘

5. The weighment of fish and of salt will be seento by the Assistant Superin.
tendent of Salt and Sea Customs and will cost nothing. i

6. The supply of salt we propose to leave to the salters, and to give them a
drawback of Rupees 2-4-0 per manund, unless the Board are prepared to sanetion a
drawback of the full duty, which is what we should prefer to give at first 5o as to give

-

the experiment every chance of sucoess. .
7. Irequest sanction to these proposals,

Tﬁ Collécbor of Maiabar suggested the opening of a fish £actoi-y at Calient on

the merchants guaranteeing that they wonld use not less than 2,000 maunds of salt
at 12 Annas per maund per annum, This amount of salt it was calenlated would give
a net profit ,o?’e Rupees 500 over the cost price of the salt and pay the expenses of the
. - establishment,” &o., as marginally noted.

B Since this proposal was made the monopoly
16 %stem has given way* to excise on the
99 est Coast, and the roposal being for-

™ " warded to the Salt |

Total ... 500 officer thinks that “ to meet this guarantes
in a shspe convenient to the fish-curers

One Clerk on Rupees 20 ...
Two Peons on  ,, | il S

Building and Conzingen.cies

the simplest plan will be to stog.athe whole duty until the sum of Rupees 500 is-

in hand, and then to allow full drawback until nine times that amount (Rupees 4,500)
is paid” But to this arrangement there are two objections. It requires that
Rupees 500 should be sunk at the outset, and this is the reverse of encouraging to

their curing throughout the year they may recover their adyance ; if they

cannot, and subsequent curers will have an unfair ad
::»,_"-' ‘ ?! 1, % 4 s i

‘not they

; o sﬁu -

mwﬂhﬁme ugh to consider whether claimants for fr‘e-'g%ards.in

‘places more convenient to themselves should not bo required to indemnify the.
Government against loss 1b__yf the conoesmou At present the Board would prefer to
trast to the Collector making the best solection of ‘locality in his power, and propose

- that Government should hear the risks of loss arising out of less than 2,000 maé)nds
of salt being used. ' The m%mﬂ attaching to the continuance of emplogment

should act as a stimulant to the Clerk and Peons to do sll in their power to meet,
instead of hamper, the trade in petty matters of daily routine, .~ =

3. The Board would therefore O%i‘ve a drawback of Rupees ,'2;-4-0' gvm‘m L

curers, and trust that as much as 2,000 maunds will be used in the year, If that
amount is used the establishment and contingent charges (Rupees 500) will be paid
for out of the 4 Annas a maund of duty not refunded as drawback. oAy

" 4, As regards the method of supply of salt, the Boakd think -~ the sim 1(;31; and
othersrise most desizable plan will be to follow tho method reported i the peress

embodied in G.O., No. 984, dated 28th June 1878, to be workizig woll 6 B %

Under that plan the fish-curers are left to purchase their salt where they like

‘and to_convey it themeelves to the: curing yards, en -entering which it is- entitled -

toa drawback. The drawback now proposed is Rupees 2-4-0 out of the duty of
Rupees 2-8-0. The difficulty in the way of weighment of the salt thus ohahe &
being supervised and the payments made by a responsible official might be met

¢ purpose, so that it would only

“be necessary for him to attend at those set times. Under this :

arran t it wi
not be necossary to have any Government shed for the stora e of Bgt,am t%x:a : Yﬁ
storing their salt themselves ; shelter may however be nesded by partl

officials, s \
yard to enable the Police to prevent salt from being taken out mu:t bé?;dmmsed

5. The Board see no advantage in binding salt merchants to sell within fixed
maximum prices. -On the contrary they would be averse to such interference with
trade. The curers had best bo left to muke their own arrangements. Neither is it

e

mmissioner, that

the trade, also the ‘whoIé:burden would fall on the first-comers. If_th?o-ponﬁnua‘ ;
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. . : ' . te ﬁsh. :
desira hold ont any special inducements to salt merchants fo_ stimulate :
cm-ing!?le Iti‘:creased Balesytnq:‘,urers bringing’ with them an increase in tfhe O:arg;nag
profits of gale will probably be a sufficient inducement to them to l.ook L 1 A

fish-curers, ; : .
6. The Board do not wish to see any attempt made to influence ﬂ'ﬁ; ew i

of curing, by dictating the amount of slt to be used. per ton of ﬁshd ) ks

having paid for his salt, should be left free to exercise his own skill and judgm

7 4 best meeting the demands of the market for wholesome eured food, and it 1s presumed

that his method of curing will vary with the fish cured as well as with the market

‘ Ntk AR : ¥ 5700 asked
" 5 e sanction of Government is sought for the allotment of RﬂPe"‘ T
for inTthe-'.I;(lakbar Collector’s letter, No. 234, dated 22nd August 1878 ; and, consider

ing the season and the delay which has already }takan place in mfamy early

i ( ish-
8. 1In his second letter, Mr. Bliss submits similar proposals for the establis

' ' ' ] rant of a .
i suri rd at Mangalore. The Board recommend the gr e
o gﬁbzgk:fﬂ]ﬁmgﬁ; here also, ag‘;l request sanction for the expenditure mq_icated

- in puragraphs 3 and 4. ISR 3 e »

'

~ (True Copios aud Extract.)
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No. 2,459,

Proceepmas or e Boarn op Revanur, dated 4th September 1878.

Read the following letter from W. LOGAN, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to C. A.
GATTON, Esq., Aédting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Calicut,
22nd August 1878, No. 234 :— =y

ADVERTING to the latter part of the Board’s Proceedings printed with .0, 3

3 = S 2y o %}1 0..393, nfltha 13th March last, touching >z

® Vide concluding pa P : @ proposed® opening of ash ari-

Board under date 23rd February 1377, men:t‘;)al pﬁsh f%rt’m.y ito I‘élaézeuit}: f X]I;Laye
No. 44. : the honor to stato that several of the fish

merchants of the place have willingly accepted ‘the condition “proposed by me, viz., =
of annually censuming not less than 2,000 maunds of salt at tho reduced price of

Annas 12 per maund, and hsve, in f urtherauee of their desire, constructed curing

sheds on a plan which T laid down for their guidance. otk -

2. 'What is now required for commencing operations is the allotment of funds

s gs, 1or defraying the chargest detailed in my

+0 t,at Rs. 20 ... ... .. .. ©o4p. afore-mentioned lett6r, and I request that
Two Peons, at Rs. 7each ... .. ... 188 the necessary sanction may be -obtained
Building and Contingencies ... .* 92 for the purposs. The shed to be erected

. o 86 Government cost for storing salt in the

Total ... 600 guring vard 4t an. estimated cost of
Seitisws . . Rupess 76-3-0 has to be proceeded with ;
. -,;3‘_5‘?_‘1-——'%3‘1‘ . e .g;}%[;; e «:‘MHQ,;..mK&W-%u-%-**'- 1 “ 53 _ﬁ«'!,..-:'r . e e el b

Rerererp for the rem:;rks of the Commissioner of Salt Revenue, to wiwm har :
of the Salt Department has been transforre § ’ g

(A true Copy and Extract.)
5 (Signed)  C. A. GALTON,

: . Acting Secretary,
To the Commissioner of Salt Revenue, with copies of G.0.,

dated 13th March 1878, No. 333, and of lstter from Malabar”

Collector, dated 23-d Fobraacy 1877, No. 441, with statement.
Copy to the Collector of Malahar, v

+

¥xd. J. W. Fischer.
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