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GOVER\’BIE‘JT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE‘ QEPA'RTMENT.

*

e

2211(1 Vove*nber 1878 Hu. 1,888.

Rea,d the following paper —

o. 295  From J. W. HANDLEY, Esq., Government Pleader, Madras, to
L. A. CAMPBELL, FEsq., Under-Secretary to Government, Revenue
2 Dep&rtmeﬂt, dif&ed Madras, 31st October 1878, No. 139.

*I HAvE the honor to acknawleﬂoe veceipt of the %;:oeeedmgs of Government,

S <~ Revenue partment, noted in the

12th October 1878, No. 1 656 margin, referring for my opinion the

question “of the recovery, from the estate of one Runga Charlu, late Taluk Gumastah,
Guubom‘, ‘of moneys said to have been embezzled by him,

1 know something of the case against Rurfga Charlu besides what is con-
m"ghesa apers from having appeared in support of the convietion on his
i ‘mem and T ﬁhmk ‘there would be great difficulties in the way

&ﬁxﬂy liable vfio: the whole amount of the . defalcations. He was

‘ae Rs. ppém‘ as having' be;n péud
on aceont of Ny a.maree, whereas only Ra 80 had in fact been paid ; and in the

other case, Rs. f 17 odd was entered as paid by Nidamaree, whereas it had in fact
been paid by arefther village, Ippattum.

Runga Charlu was sentenced to ten years' rigorous imprisonment, which was
rednced by the High Court to five years.

8. Now in this cazse and probably the same is true of all the other instances
of embezzlement, there was not a particle of evidence as to who got the money.
1t was quite sufficient for the conviction of the priseners to show that there w A8 4
fraud to which they were all parties by which loss was caused to Government,
this would not. be enough to make any one of them liable in a Civil Court to m: ;'
good the wholé amount embezzled. There could be little doubt on the facts :}..~1
_they all combined to cheat Government; but whether they all shared the plunder

- and, if 80, in what proportions, it was nnponsmle tosay. The High Court considere d
" the vxllage officers to be the chief culprits, and the Gumastah to ' be only a toel ; bhut
however that may be, it is clearly almost unpmsxblc to trace any particular sum of
m(mey to his hands 50 a8 t0 sue him for it.

4, I’c&ﬂﬂy a suit would lic against the Gumastah for damages for having

_eansed the loss to Government by his fraudulent entries in the aecounts in con-
hplr-wy with the village officers, though I know of no lexaet precedent for such an
aetion’; but such a case even if maintainable would be very difficulf proof. In
every one of the numerous transactions of seven years over which these frauds extend,

the part taken by the Gumastah and the loss eaused to Government would have to

% be clearly proved, and thus the complications of such a suit would be extraordinary.
_Considering that it is probable that, as is usually the case, the property of the
Gumastah will turn out ‘to be of much less value than is supposed, and very likely

to be said to belong to an undivided famiW, thereby invoiving other law snits

before it can be got at; it seems doubtful whether it is worgh' while to enter upon
such a tedious and expensive litigation.
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