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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

30th September 1878, No. 1,591.

Read the! following paper is=~

v

‘rom J. W, HANDLEY, #Hsq., Government Pleader, Madras. to

S )
2 ULE P

Fre
I,.A. CAMPBELL, Esq., Under Secretary to Government, dated 15th
;";"{)!1‘“1&)("’1 187&, J‘}‘:U. I IO.

I siave the honor to agknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of Government,
Revenue Department, noted in the mai-
gin, oesring me to advise as to the
necessity Tor o snig inthe matter of” the Attapadi Valley under the cireumstances

Fth Sentember 1878, No, 1,‘1‘8[-

thépvein referred-to.

9T think that a sulb i3 nocessary to assert the richt of Government to the
tract of land in question, notwithstanding that Colonel Morgan has abandoned the
land oceupied by him and Colonel Seott offers conditivnally to submit to the
decision of Government, The Nairs and others who claim jenm rights
in dispute have not, I believe, shown any signs of an intention to withdraw from
their claims, and they will doubtless po on as heretofore taking every opportunity
to create evidence of their title by leases and other means, unless stopped by an
authoritative decision of the Civil Courts. The Speocific Relief Act (Act { of iu:'\".??)
makes quite elear the ri‘ght o @mk‘ f_'or a r.*}'eclal_'z‘z.tory decres, even where no, conse-
quential relicf can be given, and txp% spoms eminently A 0886 in which sitich a decres
ie desirable, to st at rest once and for ever the quéstion of ownership and preveut
fature dispntes and litigation. = Tt seems to me also that if the title of Government,

is to be asserted it is expedient, that it should be done at once before the lands in
question have been occupied and capital 'ﬁpe‘[}’t‘ upon them to any great extent,
as may be the case in & few years, when tus utigation to be undertaken would be

muech more unmp)icat@d.

3. By the Specifio Relief Act 1t i3 pI‘DVided_ that where consequential rehief
oun be sought a declaratory decree shall not be given unless it is asked for. This
will malke it necessary in the present case to mmclude in the suit for a declaration
of the title of Government a prayerdor the recovery of such part of the land as is
in the possession of” Jesseés from the hostile elaimants,  'Colonel Scott is now I
anderstand the only person in posspssion of any considerable extent.of land in ' the
vallev, and 1 think therefofe his case should be made the subject of a geparate suit
o which his lessors -antl the other claimants would also be parties, and the =uit
would seek for a general declaration of the title of Government to the whole valley
and also-for a decree. agamst him for recovery of the land leased to him. Of
course no conditions can be made with him until the question of title is decided
but. doubtless, if he remains neutral, his claims as alessee who has spent capital in
an honest beliel in his landlord's title wall receive due consideration from Govers-
meént. z
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Orper mHEREON, 30th September 1878, N,

‘ l’m:”dﬂumwns. Tae  advica . /" O

Pleader will be follo

hrst
on the

wniember
(True Extract,

(Signed) L. A. C
Under Secre

CLATY

To the Board of Rev
the Government F
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