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: 5. On their part Messra. Begg, Sutherland, and Co. have brought over & curer from Virginia

to whom they pay £300 a_year, and they are respousible for all expenditure on cultivation,
curing apparatus, and machinery, for all loss ou tobaoco o rations, and for all repairs to build-
ings occupied by them. They have also agreed to allow the Ghizipur operations to be open to

inspection. The curer is engaged for three years.

8. The reasons which led to the selection of Ghézipur ag the best place in which to com-
menoce an enterprise were the following :— i

(1) The fact that the land was in the possession of Government, .
(2.) The presence of buildings which might be utilized for ocuring operations and other

(3) The proximity of the land to a town from which manure might be obtained.
(4.) The presence of a large population of Koeris, who are the best class of cultivators
for such a plant as tobaceo, snd who way be described as the market gardening

: olass. ks
(5.) The proximity of the opium factory, which affords another manure supply, avd has
aooustomed the agricultural population to work for Government, i
(6.) The neceseity of bringing a foreigner for the first year or two into a civilized and
neoesaiblmlaoe. ’
(7.) The desirability of being below the frost line.

GLAIMS OF EX-PROPRIETORS TO STUD LANDS.

7. The completion of arrangements with Messrs. Begg, Sutherland, and Co, was hampered
by a claim ra,ised%y one of the former &rometom £ the stud lands to the restoration of the
proprietary right to himself. Tt was well understood that the same claim would be set up by all
the ex-proprietors if this was successful. Pundh;g the decision of the Civil Courts in the case,
‘Government, who had induced Messrs. Begg, Su erland, and Co. to bring out a curer, guaranteed
%o socure to them at least 500 acres if necessary by purchase.

8. The case has been decided in the Court of the Judge of G’hﬁzifmr in favor of Govern-
ment, and, although an appeal may be made, I da not thi that the former proprietors have
any chane:d(:: a decigion in ﬂ;? fm;or, as the Mrdéo in the (;‘rltovernxlimnt aﬂicos‘hprove that the
land was 1 up permanently or for such time as Lroyernmen might require the land, without
anyrefemoebogh_'gspedﬂmquuem' antsof%e‘stu&.' L s T, e

AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS ON FARM.

9. The stud lands had hitherto either been uncultivated or only planted with sl
inferior description. Very few cultivators resided on it, and it had a bare and neg‘leot:i.ofook,
although possessin natural soil of quality vmfy.wall suited for working-up with mantire into first-
class garden soil. I determined to settle Koeris upon it, to divide 1t into well-defined blocks,
and to collect manure. Land is | repared for tobaeco in the rains, sown in Aufust or September,
and planted out in September or Octo , and gathered in during January and February. Last
year no operations could be undertaken till April, when the old leases expired ; and then the first
stop was, as I have stated, to build huts end plant villages over the land for e o Komds = T
left India on leave in May, and at that time it was not Enown when a curer would come out, or
if, indeod, he would come at all. I left directions to continue the establishment of yillages, th

A intom of the land into blocks, and thre collestion of manure, all of which the Colleotor, Mr.
Oldham, k‘mdli mnnﬁ. I provided also for the planting of a few acres of tobaoco, the
management of which Mr. Cooper (the %ﬁ%pmﬁn@) andertook as far as the distance would

W

allow bic, nd € sppainted s S, o B80T o Vo Govecaimant b
carry out his orders. L me I directed the Superintendents of the Government F
at Allahabad and Cawnpore each to cultivate three or four acres. i ko
10, 'When I returned in November ¥ found that the Ghézipur tobaceo had been put in late
and was very poor. It had been cultivated unskilfully, and was not good in ap side.  The
Manager under Mr. Coopor was perhaps not s efficient as he was represented to be, but the fact

must bs fully appreoi that the farm was o great deal too young for the cultivation of tobaceo,

which requires either rich forest land or a carefully-worked-up and mellowed soil. |
Allahabad tobacco was very fine in & nee and well mf) Tha%i:nv;ﬁ)m phnz?;
smaller and not very well cultivated, but better than that in the Ghazipur fields, :

11. THere let me deseribe the conditions under which tobaceo was grown at each place and

point out the deductions which may be drawn from the results.

Tn Ghdzipur most of the land had never been woll tilled, and had, with the éx iy
emall aren, never Tecoived manure until last year. It was also exposed to wind u:? il
The tobieen was cultivated without skilled superintendence and imperfectly irri '1*‘._‘_".5 ﬂgl 4

 Allshebad the land was richly fed with nitrogenous manure, and had been cultivated E : amfi. ket
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arder for some fow years. The plant was carefully tended and irrigated. It was, however,
osed to o wind whieh: broke and dragged the loaves on the gmmd. In Cawnpore the soil
a5 garden soil, but not so riehly manured as et Allahabad, and the situation was more sheltered..
The Ghéaipnr plant. éave a poor outturn and was much broken and trailed on the ground by
the hot winds, but was in many cases better flavored and more fit for working up into & good
class tobaceo than that at Allahabad, which was coarse and rank, although to an inesperienced
eye it looked magnificent on the field. - The Cawnpore plant gave a better outtwrn of leaf and a
larger percentage of tobacco fit for curing than either. 4

12. The conelusion is that soil requires to he worked up to the condition of garden mould,

%o bo manured with vegetable and other Tight manures rather than with the strong nitrogenous

manures which natives generally use for tobaceo: - - .
13. The system adopted on the Ghézipur farm will in'the course of a year or_two convert

*much of the area into garden land. The market gerdening class of cultivators have been selected

and distributed into.small hamlets over the farm. Each man has four pores and keeps a pair or
two of bullocks in his hut close to the ground, and they are themselves with their whole families,
brothers, wives, and children, always at work in the fields. Already the appearance of the soil
is changing. Any ons, however, who knows anyibing about farming, or even gardening, must
be awaro’:ﬁat a proper condition of soil cannat be obtained in one or even two or three years.

14. Next year spring green erops ‘.vill be sown on some at least of the land selected for
tobacco in. the following  year. Meanwhile opium “trash,” or broken leaves from the opium

* factory, ashes and bones from the city, and lime $rom {he town kilns are collected to supplement

and be mixed with the nitrogenous manure of the farm.

15, Trrigation is the chief difficulty at Ghizipur. Water is deep, 80 feot or more from
the surface, and both the construction of wells and the lifting of water are expensive. There is,
however, a large rice tract on the north, the water from w ich is being concentrated in tanks,
which will go very far towards suppleenting well irrigation. The natural drainage of two or
fhree squers miles which has hitherto escaped to the Ganges, swamping a large area in its course,

“will thus bo diverted and stored for the use of the farm.

16, The farmis now fast growing into & condition of fortility, and hasa very different
appearance from that which it had a year ago, and in another year or two’s time a great of
the land of central block of H0O acres will have been converted into soil of good quality for the

© production of tobaceo, So far the progress being made is exactly what Tintended and antici-

pated: _ K ¢

" 17.  The seasons have been unfortunate. T.ast Christmas there was no winter rain, and the
tobanco had o contend with excessive dryness. This year there has been an exceptional drought,
goserious that I have thought of suggesting the advisability of abandoning the planting of tobacco
for this scasen and of sllowing the curer meanwhile to examine uative tobsaso cultivation and
curing in otler parts of India rather than to risk a heavy loss and unsatisfactory resuits. But
such & cotirse will only be adopted (if st all) in case of the continuance of the drought. Messra.

. .Begg, Sutherland, and Co. are extremely anxious, L believe, not to accept the suggestion in any
, ~case, although T am sure that the course I propose will be the least disappointing in {he end
. ifthe drought b

» comes 58 serious a8 it throntens fo be. The effect of a_ dry season on tobaceo is
- well exemplified by the following extract from a Virginian paper which describes the failure in

America of the present §easOn’S CTOP =— -
L« Tmi,,mts the very poorest prospect ever witnessed by the oldest planters.t The
igs, out-worms, and born-worms and the failure of planting seasons have out down the
rith ns to barely one-third of the usual average. The plants are still dying during the
dry hot weather, while those that are living are making but slow growth. The season for the

gro “and maturity of the weed is about half gone. lant-beds generally are burnt up, and it

A WW s late to plant, if plants were lentifnl, although the indications point to about one-
- third of the usual average ¥o

r -this staple. The same substantially a%alies to our adjoining
the largest tobamo-pmdwmgdmm:tmﬂr inia and North Carolina. The tobacco
1l most of the journals in their interest, profess to believe in the produetion this syea.r
ds of a crop.” TUnless the prospect id:graaﬂy_bemin other portions of the State
the production of half & crop is an utter impossibility.” 3
AT, OF THE CURER.
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