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No. 1,263.
Prooeepings oF THE Boarp or REvewve, dated 10th May 1878,

Read the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., m.R.A.0., Superintendent of
Government Farms, to C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 27th April 1878, No. 373 :—

I aave the honor to submit copies of correspondence and a plan relative to a
pro which has long been entertained to add to the Bydapet Experimental Farm
a piece of rough land in the river bed situated on the outer side of its present southern
boundary fence, * The land is of no agricultural value; it consists of hillocks of drift
sand and hollows that are usually filled with stagnant water during the rainy season,
A portion of this land is covered with a scrub jungle of Corkapilly bushes with a few
Guaayo bushes. In its present state the land is a greaf nuisance, as the portion
covered by bushes is used as a latrine by the numerous dhobies who are daily

employed in washing clothes in the river,

> A

9. The occupier says that Mr. Fane, when Collector of the distriet, ey R

him to plant trees on this land; that he has no putta; and that he never paid any
rent to any one. Two years ago the occupier offered to give up the land to the farm
on _condition of being allowed to cut down the jungle for his own use, and he signed a
relinquishment to this effect ; but a few days afterwards he withdrew from the
arrangement on the pretence that the so-called Zemindar of -Adyar had interfered to
prevent the bushes being cut ; which statement, he admitted to us, a few days ago,
was quite untrue, neither the Zemindar nor any agent of h;!g having interfered in any
way in‘the matter. He is still willing to give over possession to us, but now demands
150 Rupees compensation—the Corkapilly and Guavo b to become the property

' of the farm ; these bushes are probably worth as fuel from 30 to 40 Rupees.

3.~ The centre of the river bed forms the houndary of the estate throughout its
whole distance from the Marmalong Bridge to the C‘uicchl%‘a compound excepting, it
is said, where it passes this plot. It is Aighly improbablethat this is so, for the land
until recei‘t-ly formed but a part of the river bed. I suspect that the fence was placed
o £lie side of the plot in question merely because the eultivable land then ended
e ~ e AU i g % west place to raise such an efficient fence as was
required otect CSPass Dy e numerous persvus who froguented
the river purpose of washing clothes. » Al R Pl
% :4. When I first saw this land it had only a few straggling Corkapilly bushes on
- itg.but these by collecting around them sand, &eo., during floods, have tended to raise
',L;zsurfaoe whick has enabled the .occupier recently to plant a number of Guavo trees
‘with some betier prospect of getting a return than a few years ago would have been
‘the case. However, the surface of the whole of the land is still below the ordinary
flood level. . _ '
8. As regards the inquiry that the Burvey Department appear to have held, all
I can say is that I never heard anything about it until Mr. Barlow mentioned the
fact that such an inquiry had been held.

6. It is very desirable that the land should either be cleared of jungle and
restored to its original state so that its insanitary state can be remedied, or that it be
added to‘the farm. If the Board approve of either alternative I shall feel much
optlli‘ged i I may be favored with early instruction how to proceed to carry out
either. | :

-

Excrosuse No. I;Oopyof Qg‘mspondgnoe.‘

Encrosvre No, 2.~Map,
Tue Collector will submit a draft declatation in view to the land being taken up
- under Act X of 1870. | . i
(A true Copy and Extract.)
, (Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
B n S , " Acting Secretary.
To the Collector of the Chingleput Distriot. [
“Copy o the Superintendent, Governmedt Farms,

Kxd W. I French, i
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