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$§ o 8. dThO revenue derived from the Pearl Banks always has been so very uncer-
il camt, and the late loss of oysters has again shown this that 1 fear it may perhaps be
vl bzl'l] efnpla.t:ed to abandon it. I trust, Kowever, that this may not be the case. T
a " pedtre thirty-five years elapsed between the provious fisheries, during which time
j - Oysters came and disappeared as they have done since, and yet by patience large
? ?&mﬂ were realized in 1861 and 1862, when the oysters did actually reach maturity.
A% s = "““?@Mﬂmm mfor!{m me that in his grandfather’s time the Thalayaram Par
2 S w”h“t fished, ’““1 5_1-0!39 walde& ten lakhs of rupees ; but since then up to the present
T i‘éﬁ;ﬁglﬂﬁm;gh at times on it small guantitios of oysters were found, it has never been
¢ { & wed; the quantity now is, T believe, boyond ealeulation—it is 4 miles in length

|

}

§

r

.by 1 and 1} in breadth and extends down to the Kuthadiar Par, while the Vada Omba-
;@:oo Par and Saith Ombathoo Par, nearly on the same line, is also thickly covered. As
ame, goes on 1t is certainly probable that we may lose a part of these, but still there
15 no reason to suppose that sufficient will not be left to give very large ; retwrns. The
q‘nantlty of oysters on the Trichendur Banks is also now wvery large, but in 1862
these banks did not turm out so well as we expeeted, and the oysters were not very

_v ~ prolific in pearls, though very large ones were found. This may happen again, aud

et } therefore at present consider the Thalayaram Par is, without doubt, the bunk that

i § - 38 Likely to recoup all the outlay of past years. R G

. 4. During the previous.fine season the banks on ‘the Madura coast wére

inspected, and from the absence of the Murgaret Northeote the work this season

could not be done so expeditiously as usual, and I have not been able to examine them ;
they will, however, be again looked at next year. Por the same reason the large
bank below Manapad has not been examined ; this is, however, in a very eéxposed
situation and has yet been found to bear aYsas. ’me;aihng boat Brarl,
dificulty i reahiog

-

o pull for many miles. wli vl Vi g 3 A o s
5. As aseparate report on the Chank Fishery will be furnished when the
zhnllsi are sold and ?elivered;* I mm?zly o meu{ion; that the mumber fished up to
ate is in excess of last year, and that I have every hope of realizing « large price ; the
4o Fesla 16 i Yoe AR e 8.9 Tenge price;

6. T annex aiist of the Pearl Banks examined during the present fine season.

3 ~ Last or Peasy Bmm-n‘xmxﬁnnwmﬁu TR Fine Suasoy v 187778,

Kalatlce Py, "This bauk was, when last examined, thickly covered with healthy oy’tm'of
tswo-yeir age ; the mumber is now mueh decreased and the bank is covered with desd shells ; the
divers brought up from one to three live oysters at a dive. On the sonth part a pateh of young
oysters was found. ; : : ,

Nugara Par—A fow oysters of three-year old only left.  Bank covered with dead shells.

GOutloe Par~Vary fow oysters leff 3 plenty of dead shells,

Ouiduriri Par.—A few oysters ; many dead shiells. | P v

Dovie Par; Firnandoo  Pary Pathayuraican Par.—These three banks when last examined
promived a M’ﬁhhéy";'m"cystemhuw now nearly all disappeared and dead shells only remain,

Cuvia Pur.—~This bank is stocked with oysters of one-year old free from Sooram and Killikoy.

- Vaippar Pervia Par,—Contains a few oysters, but much mixed with Sqomm and Killikoy.

Cruzian Par.~Plenty of young oysters of one-year age. :

Cruzian Tondoo Par.—Covered with young oysters, one-year age. . : :

Tholayaran ®Par.—This large bank which hias remamed bure since 1821 is now thickly
stocked with oysters of one-year nge. = - : o

Kuthadinr Par.~Pienty of young oysters similar to Thalayaram Pox,

Parkudanjan Par, Nengurchan Par, Mela Onbathoo Puar.—~These three banks are of very.

small extent. . No oysters. R e £ o |
Fuda Ombathoo Par, Saith Ombathoo Par.—~These two banks are covered w;th oysters of ones ;>
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Poolleg Poondatta Par, Conar Poondotta Par.—~No Oysters,

Sndar Harien Poonditha Par, Bajavookso Bippisothicha Por, Samma Ootte Moollee Pay, Poodoo
P qr.—These banks are quite bare and ab present of no value.

Kadian Par.—~FPlenty of young oysters.

Kanawa Par.~~On the south part of this bank young aysters were found.

Nadumailai Poordoo Par.—No oysters. * ,

Velonggo Oariwal Par, Carin Caruvdl Par—These two banks are of considerable extent
and are thickly covered with oysters of one-year age. R e B

Oodalaria Par; Poondottn’ Par,  Sandamacoid Poodith P ar, Thavady Pasditha Par, Seman
Puilu Par, Manwipad Par—~On someof these banks the divers found a few oysters, but not
sufficient to be of any value. v : '
(Bigned) G. A. PHIPPS,

Toriconyy, Bupt. of Pearl Banks.

10th May 1878, :
) No. 387 &) : h
Sunmrrren for the ihfurma&bn of the Boaul of Revenue with samples of oysters.®
’ ' 9. The report is certainly disappoint-
- ing, but there must necessarily be a great
deal of miu"ermiirty about such an industry as pearl ﬁshm:y; gmd there does not scem
to be paything so alarming about the prospect as to’ justify the abandonment of a
source of income which is said to have brought in a8 much #s 10 lakhs in % single
year, and has really produced as much as Rupees 11,095,874 since we took possession.
8. Tt is true the establishment eosts over Rupees 6,000 a year, and that there
has been no fishery since 1861-62 ; but the proceeds of §}xat' and it}}.e previous year’s
fishiery alone were enough to cover ull the cost of establishment since the beginning of

* R«(;il'woy recoiph horowith forwarded.

-
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5 ageinent in force in Ceylon where the fisherics appear
re S W sgful fhan with us; but will not delay this réport in order to
i my mvm@ums ; bk :

*  TINNEVELLY, e 1

, (Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
28th May 1878. g

Colleetor.

Supyrrren to Government. il

9. The Buperintendent of Pearl Banks reports that the hopes entertained of
remunerative fisheries in 1880 and 1881, off eertain banks last fished im 1861, will
not be fulfilled, as inspection last April has shown that there are fow young oysters.
Large quantities of dead shells were found, the oysters having suffered apparently from
the attacks of predatory fish. - Captain Phipps reports, however, that certain other
banks contain many millions of year-old oysters, and unless some accident occurs, there
should be splendid fisheries about four years hence. :

3. Although the fishing is admittedly variable and uncertain, the Superintend-
ent deprecates any idea of abandoning the enterprise. From the Collector’s docket it

would scem that nearly 12 lakhs of rupees have been realized since Government entered
on the fisheries eighty-three years ago. . The annual expenditure is some Rupees -

6,000, 1t.is surmised that a more liberal expenditure might be highly remunerative.
The Collector is making inquiries as to the Ceylon fisheries, and his further report on
this iuteresting subject willbe awaited. Meantime, the Board are not aware that there
is any intention of gbuqdoning the fisheries, and would strongly deprgeate such a step.
4. 'The shells received from the Superintendent will be sent with a copy of the
report to the Superintendent of the Madras Musenm. y
- " (Truc Copies and Extract.) i
0  (Signed)  J. STORROCK,
' Acting Sub-Secretary.

whether a more liberal expenditure on estabhish-
¢ wiore econorsieal in the end.” T am naking ™
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.. Stocked with oysters of one-year age.

2

year, although at times on it small quantities of oysters were found, it has never been
stocked ; the quantity now is, I believe, beyond calculation—it is 4 miles in length
by 1 .and 1§ in breadth and extends down to the Kuthadiar Par, while the Vada Omba-
thoo Par and Saith Umbathoo Par, nearly on the same line, is also thickly covered, As
time goes on it is certainly probable thaf we may lose a part of these, but still there
1S 10 reason o Suppose that sufficient will not be left to give very large ; returns. The
quantity of oysters on the Trichendur Bunks is also now. very large, but in 1862
these banks did not tury out so well as we expeeted, and the oysters were not very
prolific in pearls, though very large ones were found. This may happen again, and

therefore at present cousider the Thalayaram Par 18, withont doubt, the bank that
is likely to recoup all the outlay of past years, .

4. During the previous fine season the banks on the Ma
nspected, and from the absence of ‘the Margaret Northeote the
could not be done 5o expeditionsly as usual, and T have not heen able :
they will, however, be again. looked at uext year. For the SaMe reason the large
bank below Manapad has not heen examined ; this is, however, in 3 very exposed
Situation -and has nevor yet been found to bear oysters. The sailing boag Pearl,
which I have used for the late inspection, is much too small

.
?

8. As a separate report on thb Chank Fishery will he fur;xishcd when the
shells are sold and de] ivered, I beg merely to mention that the number fished up to
date s i bxcess of last year, and that T haye every hope of realizing a Jurge Price ; the

date of sale is advertised. for the 13th June, |
6. T annex a {;St of t‘hel’ﬁaﬂ Banks mmingd dmmg

odend | G2 3
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"¢ present fine season,

R o 2

. from one to three live 'stim ata dxve On the south p?rih Q.d::fel:h:fn;é&g

Davie Pa}, Fernandoo Par, Pathamaraican Par.--These ﬂlree banks
promised a good fishery ; the oysters have now nearly all disappe
Curia Par.—This bank is stocked with oysters of one-year old f,

Kuthadiar Lar.—Pletity of young oysters similar to Thalayaram Pup,

Larkudanjan Par, Nengurchan Pay Dty Ombathos Par.<<Thege three banks are of R
small estent.  No oystors. : | o
. ‘ﬁda Ombathoo Par, Saith Ombathoy Par,—These two banks are covered with oysters of onea
Year age. : : ‘

Pooilee Poondotta Par, Conay Poondottn Par.~No Oysters,
Sinda Maricn Poonditha Par, Rajavookoo Bippisothicha Par, Saymma Coita Moolice Par, Poodpo
Par.—These banks are quite bare and at present of no valye, .

Hadian Par.—Pleuty of young oysters.

Kannwa Par.—On the south part of this bank young oysters were found,

Nadumallai-Pooudoo Par.—No oysters, ; :
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\ f considerable extont
g V:-Ieugyo Cariwal Par, Cayin Cm'mf‘r’l " 0"-_3229" fwo. benks ‘aze o
and are thickly coverad with oysters of one-year n itha Par, Seman
Ovdidkaria )I”ar, Poondotta Par, Sandamacoil Pooditha Par, Tharady Pooditha Par,

: few oysters, but not
Bully Pgy, Manapad Pur.—On some of* these banks, the divers found a few oys :

sufficiont to be of any value,

(S G. A. PHIPPS,
Torrcony, . T (Slgned)Supt. of Pear! Banks.
10th May 1878,
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