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ForT ST. GEORGE.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Land Revenue.

Copy.

Letter to the Right Honourable

the Secretary of State for
India. ,

!

. Dated Xagﬂmm,

s V‘?‘ ll - g

“ Jennomm TS Yelative to the disposal of
OVernment ; Pl‘Opn.etary right acquired by
i *0 certain lands in Malabar and
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
! A 3 e B

a5th March 1873.

e

No. 234.+ Readthe following despateh from the Right Honourable the Sceretary
2 of State for India, {Revenue,) to His Excelieney the Right Honourable
the Governor in Council, Fort 8t. George, dated India Office, London,
90th February 1873, No. 3 :— Sl
Ttz despateb of your Excollency in Council, dated 10h Deoembet, No. 7 of
~ 1872, relative to, the jenmom OF proprictary right acquired by Grovernment in
ain Jands in Malabar snd Cochin, has beon considered by wo in Oouncil,
2. Iapprove of the proceedings of your Execelleney in Coungil as set forth in
.ondence now submitted, founded as they are on a suggestion Abittned
in my despyteh of the 22nd Décember, No. 33 of 1870. I am inclined, however,
to the opinion that it will be well to provide by legislative enactment for the levy
of the interest in lieu of landlord’s rent in the same manner as ordinary arrears of
revenue. It is possible that a Court might draw a distinction between the payment
of interest and an ordinary assessment, and it is very probable that litigation
jnvolving the guestion might hereafter be raised. Iam desirous therefore that
your Lordship in Council should re-consider this point.
3. T desire to be informed whether the sum of Rs. 22,20,341 alluded to in
~ ¢he 5th paragraph of the resolution of your Government has been funded or
 otherwise applied to the reduction of debt. ;

o

 gert

the corresy

OrpEr THEREON, 25th March 1873, No. 358. -

CommunicaTep to the Board of
Revenue, with reference to Proceedings
of Government, 17th October 1872,

/ ; No. 1,434. -
2, "I‘he Boar\d will, in communication with the Collésfor, re-consider and
report upon the point adverted to by the Secretary of State in paragraph 2 of the

T.and Revenue.

foregoing despateh.
3, They will also furnish the information required in paragraph 3 of the

despatch.
: (True Extract.)
(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,

; : Clief Secretarys

 To the Board of Revenue,

Exd,tF. R. ﬁantlem&n{
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
21s¢ June 1875.

“ ‘ ,,,,,, — —— g <—
eriginally been made by the Dutch Government.) His lease shows that there were
234 at the date of

then 1,899 cocoanut trees, which number had ouly risen to 2,
the settiement.

9. These facts scem alone to negative the statement that much jun
cleared, and Ropees 60,000 luid out on the gardens hy Mr. Fernandez. !

10. One thing iy certain, vz, that he has for a long time held the lsn;h
on very l}worahle terms, and that bY

B, A P by delay in the completion of the

ained, by way of in te'r'

gle was

\ Inserest at five per cent. wpto
0 March 1875 - L wile 8581 4 0 settlement, CcAuse
Jenmabhogam collested fov

| T ; titions, he has g
eight yeass from 1867.... 4.335 10 B petitions, hie g
‘ R WO 5 WSS of Rupees 4.340 as sh
Total... ,.4.'_“.1_9 4 the margin. s ot
11, Therec 13 reaso gy A leat

that the value fixed on these lands by the Deputy Collector was pom
than they would have realised in the vpen market. 'I'went)"ﬁ"o : i e
is undoubtedly a very favoruble rate for lands such as thesé, which &7 ei:i; eonil
the heart of s populous municipal sea-port toWi, more especially when

Kl p . . _ 0 ’cﬂ an
ered that Cochin iz built on a narrow 3ir1p of lagg between tlt el
ready oecupied 1o OV

backwater, that tding sites i Wi sre
or, thut all the bailding sites in the to ust be on these Jands.

) arca m .
mitted to parchase their

d to the amount
it removes any
{ the Govern-

ne pnnciple as peli-

ing, and that any farther extension of the tow?
o9 3y .
12. The recent measure by which tenst
g . P i g
lands by merely signing a document crealing A B ive pot ot
of the selling price and paying annual interest ‘h‘-'":'u“ ?

trace of hardship frow the settloment, and ac
alues

ment tenants in t:‘)f__‘hin‘ Wh“ﬂ‘.' ii"l‘ﬂ werav
documents.

R R ;
tiouer's, Lave alrcady exceuted the necessary

——
e gm—

r
t in the cschuats of Malabs
1 d of Gover?y”

jetary righ
the BU““!! ar

Tue dispess] of the Government propr
fficers, of

has oceupied the atte ntion of the local reventé ©
ment for more than & quarter of 4 century.
After mueh cousideration and eorrespon
determined upon, tenants being allowed option ©
tevms.
The settlement was systematically commenced ahout fifteen
establishment, wlich was continued ti

of this right wa#

dence, t'lo Bﬂle very fuvorablﬂ

).cam agﬂ by a

Il the great nass of the work

been disposed of. ' ‘ ey
9 The method on which the sottlethent was carried on was priefly

follows »— _ .

Kl hich Government a8 tandlord posw""d

The value of the proprietary right w : v T o
in the propertios was odcu!;:ud l{)' the settlement officers il comm'::;f:’h“:;";hich
the ryots of the vicipity aceording to local rules immemul‘f"_l)' esfd . ;‘ wo:l derful
provide for valuations on transfers of property betweel indxﬂdt.lﬂl‘ ne of the
minuteuers, and which, though varying in minor dedils in different parts 0% =

{sion is
Province, proceed on the same general principles throughoat. Full prevision i

- -

g

e

>

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
215t June 1875.

made by these rules, and was allowed in practice, for improvements effected by
the capital and labor of tenants. |

3. But, although the general principles of private conveyances obtaining in
the cowntry were thus followed, the facts that the transactions in question were

between Government and private individuals, that they were being carried out
8 :

simultaneously on a considerable scale, that the tenants had often been in long and

nnd-isfﬂfbed possession, and that their means were often scanty were prominent]

kept in view, and deductions were made which often reduced the valnations to o
half or one-third of the amounts that"an adherence to the old local rules of (:l‘e’
ation above mentioned would have fully justified. e

4. TFrom various circumstances connected with our assumption and occu-
pation of Malabar for the first half of this century, the tenants of these properties
had been allowed to occupy them on terms very much below what would have
been universally admitted to be the legitimate and reasonable demands of Govern-
ment as landlord. :

The tenants were only too contented with this state of things; and wl;en
Government found itself in a position® to ascertain, and proceeded to assert its
unquestionable rights as a landlord, although its settlements were not only seru-
pulously moderate, Lat often arbitrarily liberal, there were tenants who, accustomed
to continued long-suffering and inaction on the part of Government, desired tl;e
continuance of the existing order of things, and set themselves to object to any

settlemunt whatever. long over indulgence in fuct made any reasonable settie.

ment disagreeable. _
5. Such arve simply the facts of the cases of the tenants whose memorial is

now under notice. The preceding remarks have explained the general position,
As regards the particular points noted in the despatch of the Secretary of State, it

-

may be observed—
1st.—The assertion that the memorialists had no choice in the selection of

the local -arbitrators may be true, but it is specious. The * arbitrators” men-
tioned were not arbitrators in the usnally-accepted sease of the term. They
were simply the ryots called in by the Deputy Collector, who was in immediate
charge of the settlement, to assist him in arriving at the valustions of the properties
gecording to local rules. Neither he, on behalf of Government, nor the tenants
whe had the option of purchase, were in eny way bound by the opinion of these
yaluators. The course followed, in fact, was exactly the same as that adopted
without objection elsewhere in the Malabar esclieat settlements.

2ndly.—It is attempted to diseredit the valuations by pointing to the redue-
tions made therein by the Deputy Collector himself. The remarks above made
explain the nature of these. Some were made on general considerations of ion
oceupancy, poverty of tenants, &e., whilst the material aggregute reducti(mﬁ
mainly due to thf; Deputy Collector having adopted lower rates of rental through-
out than th e ordmar’y loeal ratres taken by the valuators originally and capitalized
at twenty-five years’ purchase only.

drdly.—As ulready said, full account was taken of improvements effected b
tenant’s cayital and labor. This principle, recognised in the old-established me’l
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the memorialists were allowed all thyt 917 Provements, we have o

REVENUR bEPARTM‘ENT.

ﬂ Revenue. v No. 7 or 1875.

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE

* Board's Proes,, 19th May 1875, No, 1,365, ~ Malubar and e
recorded in Govt. Procs. 21st June 1875, These reports®

of Revenye
No, 941,

We 10w forwarg | {
Lordship's information. 8 your

the so-called * local arbitrators.”
8. In transmitting a similar memorial from the
: . Same persong i
this Government stated that they had appointed Deputy Collect‘:ru: t'h; ':m“ 1870,

e, eal knowledge, aud ability, to estimato in each eagy g ! Breat experi.
title ' and thiﬂ Oﬂioerw f()l' many ym “mploye i e Valtle Of the

Bty i d in valuin . :
‘the district of Malabar, of which he was a native, L ddally th’““gh%:t

in his settlement, and thus it came about that the memoriali

less than the valuators estimate, A S e ere °h"8°d 80 muely

4. Full information regarding these lang Was atl;ofd;c‘l in the despate
Mo Secretary of Btate, 7th Sopt. 1870, No, 3, "8Mally noted g g -
: 5 10th Dec. 187, " 7. “ecompanied them ; anq we
tor’s settlement was finally sanctioned; the Collector of Mala
the result of his personal inquiries, reported that th

-

5. In the matter of Compensation for jm

: -13;' to remark thyy

Custom demanded', and that coyly be

grauted under the terms of their leases,
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L il  30th November 1877, No, 2830, $
- Read the following Papers :— Sk i - . | 4
0-288. . Procosdings of g3, gy  Bovene, duteg 105 s . 28
o Mo, 12?42&(%:«:%):-_' 5 i VR Soptemiey 1877.? ¢
Read the fallowing letter from W, LOGAR, g, s Collestor of Malabyr J. g
e 7 %Wlitg;'y to the Board of Revm_u, d%' Calicut, 15th Ay : t‘l’#;,q Q

In owledging recei t. of G.0,, Judicial D‘plhu&' " ‘ No. 15 dated 8,4
July,1877, Communjeated wiI:h the Board’s P W & of the 23pq i?:‘(g ore
- Dwous No. 10,328, T haye the honor to po; out that I have poq to
X, sjign E:ohm Deedulunder thegmlnﬁol?w | mb&dmed,llld it scemy doubtfy)
can do so now, therefore to so orders, , With referapeg to the Becrets
. Btat’s Despatoh relating 1, ieat Doeds, published. with ¢, ‘{4 Becretary
24th November 1 5. iy ‘ '

5’

" No. 1681, dlyey
: } gyt &
Oth Ao PO 10 10 state tha 1 gog st ode bty oy oo 8 2
9th August 1 n,cheummumnofﬁmvmcnmmwa.mw since the :
covers, i i
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