Seett. T (1)-I—10,006 —7-10-70.
(1) Number of pages—— (£ .
(2) Date of 1'epair_...v.‘_....n.?\mg...?-«‘E iy 77‘9\
(3) Initials. of the Referencer-——
TAMIL NADU ARCHIVES
GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
R oxsettrr2 DEPARTMENT
” : ' ¢.0. No. g0l Press
;. * Dated - v /87? 197,
1 - { ‘
= |
! &
; ' 3 ; Not to be folded or roughly handled




Proceedings of the J![adms Govemment, Revenue Department
an March 18717,

- i ~ - P o v

No. 85. Read the following Proceedmus of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th
February 1877, No. 543 :—

Read the followmg g lotter from H. SI&WEAL Bsq., Ac.tmg Collector of Tnchmo—
4 po?j;, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secrataryto the Board of Revenue,
dated Trlchmopoty, 16th January 1877, No. 6 : —

I nave the honor fo forw.zrd for arders of the Board, a report received from  *
the Acting Head Assistant Collector, ona deﬁuency of Rupees 300 1in the Kulittalei
Treasury. : ;

2. Mr. Moore’s report isso full that it is unnecessary for me to recapitulate
*" the exact details, and I will, therefore, only submit my remarks on if.

3. The Tabsildar clearly had nothing to do with the matter, and the responsi-.
bility rests between the Sheristadar and the Shroff ; and I do not think the explana-
tion given by either of them are at all satmfactory. It seems very doubtful whether
the Sheristadar really examined the cash balance every day as he ought to have
(done; it is clear that he entrusted the keys to the Shroff i in a manner contrary toall o
rules on the subject, and his assertion that the bag must have been stolen on the 22nd

. during the short time that the Shroff was in the Sheristadar’s roomis, [ think, : o
, ﬁ ineredible, cspecially as it is stated that there was only about Rupees 1,000 left , 5
%

—
.

out at the time, If 8o, the Shroff on his return must certainly have noticed the
disappearance of the bag of Rupees 500 out of that Rupees 1,000. S
4. The Shroff, on the other hand, has given contradictory statements in the Mo
«  matter. He has, as Mr, Moore says in his letter, repaid the Rupees 500, which j iy
“has been kept in deposit pending‘— final orders. No aetual loss has therefore been
l suffered by Government. ’ Lo
| 5. 1 am inclined to adopt the view taken by Mr. Moore, vxz, ‘that the
‘, Sheristadar was negligent in examining the @reagury, and that the Shroff took
le advantage of this negligence to make use of the money for his own purposes.
8. The Sheristadar has since been transferred to another talug, not on
account of this matter, but in connection with other arrangements which had
been settled previously. Ihave suspended the Shroff pending the orders of the .
Board. d 3

Encnosmm No. 1.

From L MOORE Esq, Acting Head Assistant Collectdr, to H. SEWELL, Esq., Actmg Collactor
- of Trichinopoly, dated 6th January 1877, No. 4.

. I gave the hanor to inform you that, on the 23rd of last month, I recewod &report from the
Tahaﬂdar of Kulittalei (forwarded Herewith) informing me that, when he examined his Treasury on
the previous evening, he discovered that Rupees 500 were missing. Amﬁement that he took
from the Shroff when the deficiency was dicovered is enclosed. -
2. Iwent to Kulittalei on tile 27th and made an inquiry mto tlns matter and took state- STl
ments from the Shroff, Taluq Sheristadar, and others. It appears that a remittance of Rupees 30,000 , 4
was sent to the Huzur Treasury from Kulittalei on the 18th of December. The Shroff first of all ‘
" stated before me that the Treasury was examined by himself and by the Talug Sheristadar on the
“  18th, 10th, 20th and 21st, and that the balanee was found to be correct. Afterwards, however,
when ho had been examined and cross-examinetl at considerable length, he turned round and denied
that the balance had been examined, cither by himself or by the Sheristadar from the time that
the remiftance was sent till the deficiency was discovered by the latter on the 2200, He alse
stated positively that he did nob%yen count the number of ba.gn in the Treasury dnrmgthmmtend,
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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and that the Sheristadar was equally careless. e was of opinion that the money could not

possibly hage beetl either stolen orlost on the 22nd, as the amount of receipts snd disbursements
e on that day was so small, that it was searcely possible that so large a sum of money could have been
: made away with without the lods having been discovered at once. He thought that the money
must bave been lost or stolen on the 18th, during the time that the remittance to the Huzur was
being counted ot and handed over to the Police.’

o, 3. The Taluq Sheristadar has declared on the other hand that he carefully examined the
7 Wy balanee in the Treasury every day from the T8th to the 21st (both days inclusive), and that the
A money must have been taken away by some one on the 22nd. It appears that on that day the

Shroff lefy the Treasury open on one occasion for about one Indian hour, and went into the room
in which tho Sheristadar sits, and this official is of opiniofi that the money must have been stolen

during the absenge of the Shrof,
. ~© 4, Copies of the statements taken by me are enclosed, as well as a letter received from the
' : %= SW Sy o_pthe 20th ultimo, after 1 left fKi;lit,za.Iéi, written tp defend himself against tl.xe
o - statements made by the Shroft feg&?ding him, “There i3, however, nothing of any importance in
: this letter that is not to be found in the stascment previously given by him before me.

5. In the Beard’s Circular Order No. 8 of 1875 it is laid down that Shroffe should never be
placed in charge of the keys of a Treasury, and that they should only bo held responsible for bad
pqi’n and overpayments dﬂrix;g the day, . Tt would, therefore, appear that, when the transactions of
fl{e day are over .'a}nd the Sheristadar examines the balanee in the Treasury and signs the chitta,
the Shroff’s "‘“I_W?“{bmty for al} that has happened up till then ceases.

o ~ 6. In the present instance the Tahsildar was absent from his head-quarters from the 16th to
tov ., the 2nd, and thero can, thercfore, be no doubt that no blame can attach to him. The

“ 4 o xesponsibility, therefore, rests betweon ghic Shroff and the Talug Sheristadar. Of these, the former
bas tried to prove that the money was lost before the 22ud, so as to throw the blame on the

latter, while he in Lis tur has tried to show that the money must have been lost on the 22ud

o after e gave the keys Of;%ilﬁ‘ Treasury to the Shrofl. I um afraid that it is ilpossible to believe

. ; the statements mtlfle by cither of them, f%tbe following reasons.
o : ~ E"z’: 8 regards the Skrof's defence. . I can searcely believe that the money was losk or
S Foatietin thcl Bt “"’PM”&hat the 80,000 Rupees remitted to the Huzur Treasury on that
. .+ day were putinto a separate box and sealed up on the 15th. The Shroff is confident that only
| A ot 2. &:,000 Rmea were ‘Beouxgd in the box, v:nd, @s that amonnt was received all correct in Trichino-
Sed, — h:ﬂﬁng osn have boef lost out of it. Further, however cdreless the Sheristadar
T ';:yT % bee‘;‘r: “‘1‘:“‘"‘ believe for & moment that the Shroff never even once counted the bags in
5 7 6,000 Rupee ‘hu;"lo;de 18th to the 22nd. On the former of these days the balance was oniy
g e = inpe:.hﬁh i i 9-000 and odd, onthe latter day. The Shroff is obliged, of course, to open
" poasitile for hita 4 &: mo;}‘: ”,_kve“ constantly throughout the day, and it would be scarcely
B émﬂjlémhg;,m?: » gn;: % and ﬁ‘fm “?nﬁﬂs the bags. It must be rememb?ieé that
~ with the greatest ease. Eil: :’ .;“m deficicnoy is, ‘hel‘efom, one thatwould have been discovered
e .lil'zeinmber‘-gf’b‘,g:,é :"“‘t‘w‘g& “m”kf]'. even in the Head-quarter where &
- without counting the bags in rows secured in one box that the Shroffs mever close a box
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Proceedings of the Madras Goversment, Revenue Department,
2nd March 817 ¢ .-

room outside the iron deor of the Treasury in which the §hroﬁ' sits next to it, and _connef:ted with
it by a wide door-way is unother small room. At one side of the d?&l‘,'w&y a Cpnsbgb}e is always
on tiutj’, and the Head Clerk and thg Treasnry Clerk sit constantly in the '.rgom. ?le next rcrom
but one is that in which the Sheristadar sits; and wherp the Shroff was talking to him at the time
that the money was taken according to his accounts :

10. ‘There is no entrance to the Shroff’s room exoept through the door at w'hich the Constable
stands and there are no windows in it. The side walls are of brick,. bu&- at_‘. a ]?exght of about .ﬁve
feet from the ground, there isa moderate-sized opening on ,bqth sides ‘whxch is defended by iron
bars. Itis utterly impossible that any one could get 1ntq.,-’ 8 Toom ﬁhrough these ba.x'p, but :t
is possible to push a bag, containing Ru'?eea 500 through them, as Bf"&tefl by t,hﬁef Sheristadar in
his defence. “It-would, however, in my opinion have been ugg.ar_ly nmpomblefarwy one to gtgal
the missing bag in this manner on the 22nd, or at least, if any one (hd r f_'tt off theu, he
must have done so with the connivance of two or three Clerks, a Police Constable, and probably

some Peons, This is, I think, svarcely conceivable, 1 donot fora moment believe that the money

was stolen in broad daylight before the whole oﬁ@e as the Sheristadar tries to make out. 5 2 g
1. Itis very difficult to conjecbure what the real truth in this case is. Tho_a only smg'géetfon
that I can make is as follows:—I believe that the £ ' ristadar was not in the habit of examining
SN : Raowiha this might liave taken out the bag either,
the cash balance very carefully, and the Shroff knowing g
because he required th# money for some pressing reason, or for some other cause unknown. The

 ahsildar was in Trichinopoly on the 21st at the Public Meeting held here about the famine, He

returned on the following day, and, as soon as he got 9u#fot‘ f:he‘ train at the l.izrflittal-‘%i Station, sent
word that he was going to examine the lreasury on tha.s‘ evening. On receiving this message, th.e
Sheristadar himself examined the Treasury, and the deficiency was d:acove}'ed. R do.not think that it
wag expocted that the Tahsildar would examine tho Treasury on that day. He did so, hocause ho
“intended to leave on the,next day (¢he first day of the Christmas Holidays) for Madras, and I believe
ghat it was not known in the 6ffice till his arrival at Kulittalei whether he would be ailowed by me

to go or not. Ho did nov get to Kulittalei till between 2 and 8 o'clock in the afternoon and it would,

 of course, have then been impossible for the Shroff to ‘roplace the money in the Treasury before it

was examined. The aboge is only a suggestion as to the manaer in which the deficiency may -

" have oceurred. I have been utterly unable to get any actual proof of the cause of the disappear-
~“anee of the bag. et

12. The Shroff paid in the amou;:t of the deficiency (509 ‘Rnp‘aee) to the Tahsildar on the
95¢h, I have ordored that the amount should be kept ;n depqsimd not credited in the accounts

till orders are received on this letter.

= 5 Excrosvnss Nos. 2'to 5 ~Explanation, -
e g _
- 3 i S i - Sias, AR : : ;
Excrosuge No. 6.—Sheristadar’s Explanation.
"

clear that the Sl-ne;i'isﬁgdan..negl’eeted his duty, in leaving the care of the Preasury too

Tus Board direct that tie Shroff be dismissed ; and they think that itis

much to the Shroff. He should be suspended for three months. The 500 Rupees

paid by the Shroff should be credited to Government to make good the loss.
£ | (True Copies ond Bxtract)
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and that the Sheristadar was equally caveless. He was of opinion that the money could not
possibly have been either stolen or lost on the 22nd, as the amount of receipts and disbursements
on that day was so small, that it wasscarcely possible that so large a sam of money could have been
made away with without the loss having been discovered at once. He thought that the money
must have been lost or stolen on the 18th, during the time that the remittance to the Huzur was
being counted out and handed over to the Police. :

3. The Talug Sheristadar has declared on the other hand that he carefully examined the
balanee in the Treasury every day from the 18th to the 21st (both days inclusive), and that the
money must have been taken away by some one on the 220d. It appears that on that day the
Shroff left the T'reasury open on one occasion for about one Indian hour, and went into the room
in which the Sheristadar sits, and this official is of opinion that the money must have been stolen
during the absence of the Shroff.

4. Copies of the statements taken by me are enclosed, a8 well as a letter received from the
Sheristadar on the 29th ultimo, after 1 left Kulittalei, written to defend himself against the
statements made by the Shroff regarding hi=, There is, however, nothing of any importance in

 this letter that is not to be found in the statement previously given by him before me.

5. In the Board's Circular Order No. 5 of 1875 it is laid down that Shroffs should never be
ph;wed in charge of the keys of a Treasury, and that they should only be held responsible for bad
coin and overpayments during the day. It would, therefore, appear that, when the transactions of
the day are over aud the Sheristadar examines the balance in the Treasury and signs the chitta,
the Shrofi’s responsibility for all that has happened up till then ceases,

6. 1In the present iustance the Tahsildar was absent from his head-quarters from the 16th to
the 22}!4. and there oam, therefors, be no doubt that no blame can attach to him. The
responsibility, therefore, rests between the Shroff and the Talug Sheristadar. Of these, the former
has tried to prove that the money was lost before the 22nd, g0 as to throw the blame on the
latter, while he in bie turn has tried to show that the money must have been lost on the 22nd
after he gave the keys of the Treasury to the Shroff. Iam afrsid that it is impossible to believe
the statements made by either of them, for the following reasons. :

7. First, as regards the Shroff's defence. T #an scarcely believe that the money was lost or
stolen on the .IS»th. It appears that the 30,000 linpeen remitted to the Huzar Treasury on that
day were put into a separate box and sealed up on the 15th, The Shroff is confident that only
30,000 Bqu were secured in the box, and, as that amount was received all correct in Trichino-
poly, mothing can have been lost aut of it. Farther, however careless the Sheristadar
may have been, I cannot believe for a moment that the Shroff never even once counted the bags in
the Treasury from the 18th to the 22nd. On the former of these days the balance ‘wag only
6,000 ll}xpees and odd and 9,000 and odd, on the latter day. The Shroff is obliged, of eourse, to open
the l?ox in which this money iy kept constantly throughout the day, and it would be scarcely
posgible for him to do so without now and then counting the bags. It must be remembered that
ex-aeﬂylone bag is missing, and that the deficiency is, therefore, one thatwould have been discovered
with the greatest ease. I have always remarked, even in the Head-quarter Treasury where a
}a?ge _mmhen%qf ,baga are constantly secured in one box that the Shroffs never close & box
ynt!xqgt counting the bags in rows to see that all is right, and 1 cmn& for a moment believe that
the Shroff, in this ease, being responsible. for-any.loss during the duy, would have neglected to do
this much at all events, especially when it is remembered how small the balance was.

8. The explanation given by the Sliroff of the contradistory. statements that he made to the

Tabsildar and to me is that the Sheristadar told him that it would n edge
B e R g ‘told him that it would not do to acknowledge that they
had not carefully examined the balaves in the Treasury every day. Whether this is trus or not

it is fupassible to say. \, A e | ),
3 Loannot believe that the Sheristadar's explanstion of the loss is the frus one, namely,
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it by a wide dt;:or-way is another small room. At once side of the door-way & bonatable.ia‘ always
on duty, and the Head Clerk and the Treasary Clerk sit constantly in the room. The next room
but one is that in which the Sheristadar sits, and where the Shroff was talking to him at the time
that the money was taken according to his account. : :

0., Miwfﬂ{ﬂ ol t,he' ‘ "=;- .

tands and there are no ﬁ:m

gh the door at which the Constable
pbut, aba height of abont five
feet from the ground, there i8 a moderate-si

s é‘m both sides which is defended by iron
bars. Itis utterly impossible that any one could get into the room through these bars, but it
is possible to pusha bag containing Bupees 500 through them, as stated bythe ﬁhe_r_ighd" i
his defence. It would, however, in my opinion have been utterly impossible for any one to steal
the missing bag in this manner onythe 22nd, or at least, if any one did carry it off then, he
1 ‘ . 3 e | s .
must have done so with the connivance of two or three Clerks, a Police Constable, and probably

some Peons. This is, I think, scarcely conceivable. 1donot fora moment believe that the money

was stolen in broad daylight before the whole office as the Sheristadar tries to make out.

o7 11, Itis very difficult to cmre what the real tmth in this case is. The only suggestion
that I can make is as follows :—D believe that the Sheristadar was not in the habit of examining
tho cash balance very carefully, e Shroff knowing this might have taken out the bag either,
because he required the money fof some pressing reason, 01' for some other cause unknown. jT‘!ie'
Tahsildar was in Trichinopoly on #lie 215t at the Publie l@ating held here *gbont‘ the famine. He
returned on the following day, and, as soon a8 he got oub of the train at the Kulittalei Station, sent

word that he was going to examin
“Bheristadar himself examined the
wés expected that the Tahsildar

8

, and the deficiency was discovered. 1 do not think that it

Id e .the Treasury on that day. He did so, because be

it was no
to gojor not,
of cnurse, have then been impossible |
was examined, The above i3 only &
have occurred. I have been utterly
ance of the bag. BATERY 5 BN :

12. The Shroff paid in the amount of the defieiency (500 Ruapees) to -t'he 1.‘ab8ﬂd§l' on the
95th. 1 have ordered that the amount should bekept in deposit and not eredited in the accounts

till orders are received on this le“t'!l'»g‘~
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Tam Board direct that the Shroff be dismissed; and they think that it is
olear that the Sheristadar neglected his duty, in leaving the care of the Treasury too
much to the Shroff. Hoshouldbempﬁnded for three months. The 500 Rupees

cmhﬁ-wm W:Mu osures to be returned,

paid by the Shroff should be eredited to Government to make good the loss.
,'l"qshaccuodo?q_fz chino :
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he Treasury on that evening. On receiving this message, the ¥

{intended to leaveon the next day t day ofthe Christmas Holidays) for Madras, and I'believe
. that it ;Fown in the officeil] his arrivalat Kulittalei whether he would be allowed by me
| de did not get to Kulittalei till between 2 4nd 8 o'clock iu the afterncon and itwould,
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