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 Additional Secretary to Goversinent, dated Madrss, 17th Febrasry
Wl ol sl sy et

- In roply to your lettet of the 12th instant, No. 838, asking for my reasons

Acting 2nd Momber, Board of Revenue, to J. H, GARSTIN, Esq..

for believing that a few persons died of starvation while wandering in quest b

of food, I have the honor to submit, for tle information of Goverament, copy
of a letter received from the Deputy Collestar of the Vinukonda Division of the

<2 On reaching the Cumbum Division my attention was drawa by Mr.
Farmer to the fact that a large number of ;86'@ families had deserted their villages
and proceeded to Kistna District in the months of October and November. At my
uest Mr. Farmer wrote to the Vinukonda Deputy Collector for information on

 this subject, and the above-mentioned letter is his reply.

3. Besides these cases several others oceurred ixg Cumbum Taluq where there
was no room for doubt that death was the result of starvation. :
4. ‘When encamped at Dupad, in Markapore Taluq, a man dropped from

exhaustion close'to the camp. He wus utterly speechless and insensible wher.
first discovered, and was pronounced by the Hospital Assistant to be in a dying .
state froic, starvation; but by means of stimulants and a small quantity of food

cautiously administered herecovered. He informed us that he had had no food
for several days and that he had come a distance of thirty miles from his village.
5. The tenor of the Deputy Collector’s letter is a proof of the difficulty
experienced in ascertaining the real numbers who died of starvation. There was
no cholera in Vinukonda when “ten or fifteen dead hodies ” are said to have been
found by the road-side, and the fact that these persons wero admittedly wandering
in search of food clearly points to starvation as the cause of death.
i Excrosues No. 1, | ‘
From K. SUBBA ROW, to tho Acting H-ad Assistant Collector of Kurnoo), dated Vinukonds,
,26th Decen er 1876, No, 527, '
I reply to your official letter, No. 61-., of 24th instant, T beg to state that, so far as 1

personally know and what I learn from talug reports, about two or three thousand men, consisting of
men, women, and children, calling themselves to have belonged to Kurnool, if not Cuddapah District

also, have been passing for the last three or four mouths through Vinukonda to Palnad and through -

Nursampett to Guntoor and other places, For about two months the people of my division had
to take pity upon such wanderers and were in the habit of giving them food if hunted from door
after door. My ryots themselves have found great hardship to maintain themselves since November,
because all their hopes of rain even for later crops have gone, and ever since they Slatly decline

to support these wanderers. From the latter part of October some of thess .sen wers etnployed

‘on our road works near Vinukonda and Kommalapadu and a large numberjof nien &t Chilakalur-
peta, and the number has been considerably reduced lately as we were obliged to induce them to
go to Santaravur, where State canal work is likely to be undertaken shortly. Morcover, we have

‘opened two poor-houses by private subscriptions, one at Vinukonda and snother at Narasarowpeta,

and we made a rule to give not less than one meal at every of these stations to these wandering

infirm and children. Even up to date several, say about one or two thousand and five hundred of

Eazaoo! District, still remain in Paluad bogging alms, &. On the whole, T can assure you that,
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