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~ rogulations.

. statement verified by the

. TIhavethe honor tosubmit, for the consideration of Government; the accompanying
- Procecdings of the Board of Revenue recommending the appointment of a Superin-
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2 Marixe Depapraent, 22xp Octoper 1877, No. 571.
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» ;
a8 to ba in a position to supply any yuantity of ealt which may be required for exportation.
There is local demand for salf made at other divisions, bat net for the salt mads in this division ;
_ and" although we do not get more :?n the prime cost of salt for the salt purchased for exportation
to Caloutta, yet every maund of salflanded at Calcutta pays & duty of Rupees 3-4-0 in addition
 to our cost price, which is more than the duty charged in this Presidency. The prineipal difficulty

5 _and inconvenience felt at present at this port is that often more than six vessels resort at one and

‘the same time to load, when, owing to the number of boats being insufficient to transport the salt
the shipping, the vessels are delayed for more than two or three weeks in taking in the salt.
persons who are willing to employ more boats to convey salt to the shipping, but

men have expresséd to resolve to stop supply of boats if others introduce new
: sover, at present these buatmen charge different rates to differont vessels, according
o novessities of exportation; it is desirable hence to bring them under the control of marine

3. The other difficulty consists in that as soon as each vessel arrives at Covelong its

© Commander has to repsir to Madras, a distance of twenty-four miles, to pay the port-dues to the
Sea Customs Collector and obain a clearance after the salt is laden. Some of the Captains have

~compluined to me that they do not like this as they have in consequence to leaye their vessels for
six days, and that it is also very dangerous to be away from their ships in this bad season, which
T consider to be sound ohjections, and beg that you will therefore be so kind as to recommend. to
~the Board of Revenuse to obtain the sanction of Government to the appointment of a Conservator
on Rupees 30 ger month and two peons on 7 Rupees each to receive the port-dues and to grant
clearances to the vessels and to register the number of boats employed in loading vessels. The
" 908t oan be advantageously met, from the collections realizod by them, and I beg you will have this
Customs Collector.

P.8.—Sinee the foregoing was written 1 have received ix;iorma;tion to the effect that

. Covelong was a sea-port town about thirty-five years ago, when Mr. Maclean was the Collector.

B, There was a Master - Attendant, it appesrs, with the requisite establishment ; but since it was
-+ abolished and the establishment done away with for reasons not to e ascertained. ;
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Bubmitted for the orders of Gtovernment through the Master Attendant.
a Sea Customs Superintendent, duly authorized to grant port clearances, and Conser-
vator of the Port of Covelong in addition to his ordinary work. The pay proposed
for him in the scheme dealt with in G.0., dated 17th August 187 5, No. #344; was
Rupees 145, which might be granted for the double duties and will suffice; and the

two peons asked for might be allowed him. It will be necessary to make the oat

Rules applicable td‘wﬁlg?pdri. Lo g o
" (True Copies and Extract.) g
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036' o I?o“mlf . TAYZ@R,ESq, Mténahf, R.N.R‘, Méster Aitéﬁ@nt, Madras,
" o the Of ‘at&&g Chief Secrelary to Govermpent, dated Madras, 3rd November
1875, No. 6880, . ' = ¢ et ' : %

tendent of Sea Customs and Conservator at Covelong with the following remarks.
.2, The inconvenience felt by Commanders of vessels in having to. travel up to
Mudras by backwater from Covelong, in order to enter their ships at the Custom-

R House, ias been frequently brought to the notice of this department, and I concur with
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ommend that the Salt Superintendent at Covelong be appointed ®
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the Board in thinking that it should be remedied assoon as possible. There is no law
in force which can compel a Shipmaster to leave his ship and port for such a purpose,
and I recently had occasion to point out to the Collector of Sga Customs at Madras
that the levy of pori-dues on vessels touching at Covelong was not sanctioned by
Act XII of 1875. To levy dues the port must be formally brought under the Indian
Ports Act and a Conservator appointed, ~ I doubt whether the salt trade would in itself
warrant the expense of meeting the salary of “such-anio al from the General Port
. Fund as at other ports, but, as the Board of Revenue point out that the Salt Buperin-

tendent will perform the duties of Conservator and Superintendent of Sea Customss on-

his present salary, I have no objection to offer to such an appointment, but the neces-
sary application will have to be made to the Government of India to have the port of
Covelong brought under Act X11 of 1876. A ﬂags:taﬁ for mgzgalhpg and a lasear or
signaller will be required, and the expenses of erecting and maintaming the same can
be met from the General Port Fund. : Sy

3. There is nothing to prevent the Boat Rules being made: applicable to the
{ort at once, but the necessary orders on the whole subject will doubtless be passed

y Government in the Marine Department.

Oxper THEREON, 22nd October 1877, No. 571. :
The foregoing papers (the disposal of which was deferred pending the decision of

the question of the appointment of a Superintendent of Sea Customs at Covelong)

relate to a proposal to ‘extend the provisions of ¢ The Indian Ports Acts, 1875,” to

the Port of Covelong in the Chingleput District and to appoint the Superintendent of

Sea CllﬁtOII’l,s-'ito' be Conservator of the Port.

#€+ Lerwnd 4hat the Master Attendant, Madras, entertains doubtsias to

oo Jolong Wonld'in-stsclrwarrant the expense of meeting

.~ sty of a Conservator of the Port from the General Port Fund, as at 9t1§er_ ports ;”
but as it appears from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue that it is intended

 that the increased rate of pay (viz., Rupees 175) proposed by them for the Salt
Superintendent ot Covelong—who, they recommenfl, sho.u!d be a?pom.ted Superin-
tendent of Sea Customs and Conservator of the Port, in addlpon to h}s ordinary v?orlg——-
sheuld “ be granted for the double duties,” the Governor in Council has no objection
to appoint that officer to be Conservator of the Port, and to authorize the erection of
a flagstaff and the employment of a lasdar or signaller. :

3. No action, however, can be taken in this matter until the sanction of the
Government of India is accorded to the increased rate of pay proposed for the Salt
Superintendent. This sanction, it is understood, has not yet been applied for.

4. DBut in' anticipation of such sanction being applied for in the Revenue
Department, and_granted by the Government of India, the Master Attendant, Madras,
will be requested to submit a draft Notification defining the limits of the port of
Covelong, and also a set of Rules for the management of boats and catamarans at that
port, to enable the Government in this department to make the requisite application
t6 the Government of India for sanction to extend the Indian Ports Act to the port

. “under Seotion 5 of that Aet, and for confirming the Rules rfiermd to under the provi-
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- sions of the Boat Act (IX of 1846). iy
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o Clief Secretary.

" To the Master Attendant, 'Hagm
. » Revenue Department.
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