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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

I

31st January 1877, No. 329,
Famine Relief. ,
No. 394. Proceedings of Government, 31st January 1877, No. 329.
Tver since this Government undertook to tbmbat by measures of State Relief, the
sore distress which pervades the Presidency so widely, they have directly and through

the Board of Revenue, urged constantly on their officers, the primary duty of guarding
against any waste of the State resources, by the most careful supervision that the means

at their disposal could secare.

2. His Graee in Council has hitherto allowed consideration to the suddenmness
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with which famine prices were reached, to
‘the rapid growth of numbers secking relief
under the grievous pressure of want and
disease, to the imperative necessity for
grappling with incressing crime and for
removing the incentive to it, and to the

istrative Btaff to satisfy the additional

_inadequate strength of the ordinary Admir-.

demands on its services, all of which '

circumstances rendered it inevitable that
there should be at the outset, defective
organization and supervision of Relief
Works. How severe was the pressure on
the eommunity and on the administration,
and how marked the effects of want on the
peace of the country, the marginal statistics
indicate.

3. Now, lﬁwover, affairs  have
assumed a more settled aspectand theextent
of the distress and of the relief needed, can
be more accurately estimated, Tt has also
beén possible to add very cousiderably to

* the supervising staff, The Governor in

Council therefore deems it imperatively
necessary torequire, throughout the distress-
ed districts, more systematic and econo-
mieal administration than has hltherto n
aJI oases been attained.

" 4. TInfluenced by these considera-

tions and by the obvious expediency of
maintaining a uniform standard of State

Relief in adjacent provinees similarly
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-~ presoribed by the Governor in Council, but they are very carefully to observe the-
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5! circimstanced, the Governor in Council has

9681 d to prescribe the adoption of the
1108156 resolved to pr 3
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it i beli in the adjoining Bombay Distric
it is believed will be observed in the Mysore territory :—

L—Under supervision by the Public Works Department, or where task-

t work not less than 25 per,cent. below ordinary task is enfoos
Foraman ... .. the value of 11b. of grain plus 1 Anna.
For a woman ... ... do. do, .- 5
Foraboyorgil .. . = do. C 1. ” i o»

H.—Under non-professional éupg"'vision and where not less than 50 per cent.
below ordinary ﬁﬂﬂk-wd is enforced—

For a man ...‘ the value of 1 1b. of min})lm %'Anna.
s For a woman - ... do. do ok ”

| Foraboyorgid .. ‘§ do. 3. T :
5. “Suitable task-work is to be insisted on its amount being settled, Wherever
possible, in communication with the District Engineers. |
8. ALl officers entrusted with fhe administration of relief operations aré to
understand..distinotly. that. they. aze-forbiddonto cxceed the scale of wages mow

-
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result-of its introduction and o report weekly, until further notice, or immediately =
 if emergently necessary, the mm}z»@ this reduction of wages more especially as regards L
the physical condition of the people, : ? |
7. The Government have had the'admtage of receiving from Sir R. Temple

the impressions derived from his tour through tho most distressed districts of the

Presidency, and His Grace in Couneil from these, and his own recent personal Bbserva-

+

tion, eoncurs with Sir R. Templesin thinking it useful again to impress on Collectors
the imperative duty of restricting State Relicf to those who, without it, must be it

- danger of perishing. "Hhe magnitude of the disaster, which has fallen on the famine
stricken distriets is such that even qumlieve this class, the resources of the State will
be taxed to the utmost, and His Grace in Council is confident that it is only necessary
to keep the real situation before the ¢ ¢ers of Government to secure from them the'-
strictest and most uniform observince of the measures necessary to prevent the abuse
of publie charity or the admission on Btate Relicf Works of any person who has e
other means of support, which will enabl him althongh perhaps not without suffering -
to tide over this calamitous scason wi%ut risk to life. ” :

8. His Grace in Conueil, while believing it necessary to issue these instructions,
must at the same time earnestly impress on the officers in chargo of Districts and
Famine Relief Works, that it s not intended thiat they should relax the vigilance which
has hitherto successfully met the distréss which in too many parts of the country bas
reached the point of famine, or to impede them in their excrtions to apply the Mmost
effective remedies practicable, wherever mumbors of persons are exposed to danger of »

tarvation or to disease arising from want of food, .
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To the Revenue Department.
,» the Board of Revenue.
» all Collectors.

., the Public Works Department.

,» the Accountant-General.
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