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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMEXNT,.

grd August 1877, No. 2,440-A.

Tamine Relief.

Read the following paper :—
No. $4-A. Endorsement of the (Naief Seeretary (o Government, dated Fort St. George, 26th
July 1877, No. 1,453,
* Bead the following letter from Surgeon 4 M. TYRRELL, Zillak Surgeon, Guntoor, to
Deputy Sur;{eon—(}‘eneml Ui SRS, SOMBEREN, s, 1 1 Medieal Department,
Presidency and Northern Ifistriet, dated 11th July 1877, No. 186.

'] 1 ve the honor to suhmit this my second report en the local relief-camp, which has been by

the Collector of the district placed under my sharge since the submission of the last reporh

Men TETTE et adlls” o CEAELIE Tl 9. The str ngth 2t the camp to-day is as
Fepalos 3 e e v N L UR IS ky /4% %
e cnn R LSRR T pss  detailed in the margin.
3. Regarding their physical condition I have to make the following remarks i—
) Ancemia,—There have not been more than about half a dozen cases of anemia amodg

those admitted to relief.

II. Pizysique.-——"l’his._ with few exeeptions, has been entirely below par. In almost all, and

especially 1n the aged, the subcatancous fat has been abgorbed, for the Linnow in wrinkles loozely
s wagted muscles ; in some there is hardly any musele to cover. Emaeciation

covers the more or Jes:
in allits stages is very ovident in all those that I have had to admit, except in the case of same who

are kepthere, boeaus: they had sick relatives (wives, husbands, or children) in the Relief Hoapital.
Il Young C’hi{dtfen.—-—-About one-half of those admitted were in @ wrotched condition of
gniaciation ; TAANRY WLRe Tivimg skeletons their skins were dirty and coarse to the touch, abdomens
srotuberant, and limbs arten 1, witha yor sal, aged, snd careworn appearance of the face.
Many of the infants were 1n & more . {5as advanced stage of atroghy. ‘ ] ol
Several, I am pleased to say, have improved, and are atill improving, under the liberal dictary |

now supplied to them. _
Iv. Females—(a.) Adults.—A good many pursing women were on admission in a sad state
of emaciation; their breasts were shrunken and Hattened, with hardly any milk in them, and yebt
the child was applied to them to satisfy (as they said) it craving for food. -

Tn others, again, although the breasts were more or less full of milk, yet the babes presented
o wretchedly emaciated appearance, because the milk waspoor and inputritive. Lhey are all
jipproving. i

(b.) Girls—Ag far as 1 have been able to judae of all those from 12 to }4 years of age and
some puberty has been arrested by geanty living, anxiety of mind, and all the

even upwards, in
daut upon their having to quit their own village homes in search

distressing circumstances atten
of food. _
. V. Ohildren born during the Famine.~They have, in the thajority of cases seen by me,
;‘.been born in @ more or less emaciated condition. "The dges of such children varied from a fow
“daystoa couple of mwonths. ‘
Of older children, those who were said te be 1
a month or two old.

pI. Pregnant W omen.—There have been gince the camp was opened four confinementd,

and others are expecting to be shortly confined. These cases were senb to the Famine Relief

Hospital. A child born to-day,-although Yooking well, weighs 4 1bs. )
T Dictary.—Since 1 have been in charge of the camp two scales of diet have been
jesued. The first was De. Cornish’s, which in my opinion was more or loss sufficient for adults

2 and 18 months old, looked as if they were but

and hoys and girls above 12, bt for those below that age it was barely sufficient, as all asked for °

more ; they looked hungry and unsatisfied.
The present dietary (Drs. Smith and Gordon's) is in my ‘ppinion more guited to the class of
people seeking relief at the camp, a8 it ig liberal as well as putritious.
- The facb that it suits them is shown by the results of my weighments, as mors or less all have
improved undq:iﬁmf(oide statements attached).
With this dietary meat is allowed three times, and algo bultermilk (without any extra charge
on the State) four times a week. .
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Statement No. IL, showing the \Vex.ghts of 4 Female I’aupers at the Relief g .unp Guntoor.
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